PRAYERS, | 
ae SCAND | 10945090 


| Orrices of DevoTioN 


FOR 


FAMILIES, 


AND FOR 3 


PART ICULAR PERSON g, 


Upon moſt Occaſions. 


1 


1 


By B. Jexxs, late Rector of Harley in 
Shropſhire, and Chaplain to the Right 
_ Honourable the Earl of Bradford. ; 


— 


"dem ought 2 to Proy, and not to Faint. 


Luke xviii. 1. | 
Continue i in Prayer, and watch in the Same with % _ 


A vank/giving, | Col. iv. 2. 


— _— 


The THIRTEENTH Ev1T10N, 


* -—m_—_— — 


I 


LONDON: 


Printed for S. BIR T in Ave-Maria Lane; D. Bx ow without 
 Temple-Bar ; C. HITCH and L. Hawes in Pater -n6fter - 
Row 3; H. WHITRIDGE at the Ro oo ara, and B. 
Dor in 8 Lane. MDCC LIV. 


n 
E RN 82 N 


o 


- - 
7 
* 
e eee eee 


3 


Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter. 


e Watted with ſome Im- 
xj patience to fee that 
Deſign accompliſhed 
e by your accurate Pen, 
Eel Which is here attempt- 


Mi 
t = 


ee Wis hop ins: ed now by my weak 
Hand. Ever ſince you were pleaſed to ac- 
quaint me with your Intention to pub- 


liſh ſomething of this Nature, it raiſed 


Jt ſin 


my Expectation of your obliging the 


World with your printed PRAYERs, as 


you have done with many of your 
learned and ſeafonable SeERMoNs ; but 
after you had let me know the Reaſon 


of holding your Hand, the ſame might 


have ſtopt mine too, and I ſhould have 


PE defiſted, 


/ 


DEDICATION. 
deſiſted, had the good Do#or who 


prevented you, or any of thoſe worthy 


AUTHORs that have thus beſtowed their 


Pains, deſcended to ſuch Particuiars, 


as I thought fit for the Uſe of theſe 


whom I deſire to ſerve. 


But now that I am engaged, My 


LoRD, your Favour ſhewed to the 


well-meant Performance here, ha 


given me the Boldneſs of this Nadita: 
tion. And the Advancement of ſuch 
Per ſons to high Dignity in our Cyuuncn, 


as are known ſo well to deſerve it, en- 
courages me alſo to hope, that the 
gracious G OD hath yet a greater 
Bl: Nug tor us, than our own Demerits 


give us Reaſon to expect. 


1 beg your Fatherly Benediction u pon 5 
me, and my poor Endeavours, who am, 


My Lonp, 
Your obliged Kinſman, 
inall bumble Obſervance, 


BEN. JENKs. - 


THE 


r HE | 


* R E. FACE, 


| To my Neighbours and N 


particularly thoſe in the Pariſbes 
committed to my Care: : 


Hy dear Friends, 


x T is eſpecially for your Hates, ad prima. ; 
rily for your Service, that 1 publiſh this 


Manual of Prayers, f!ted to the Capa- 
cities of your Minds, to the Neceſſities of your 
Souls, and tothe ſeveral Conditions and Occaſions 
of your Lives. Notwithſtanding all the Books of 


Devotion already extant (many of which are 


very uſeful and excellent in their Kinds, and 


3- ſuch as I ſhould recommend to you without of. 


fering any other, did thoſe with which. I am 
beſt ſatisfied, reach as far as I have deſigned 
Bere to go, and did not, IT think, the Strain of 
ſome too high for many of you, and the 
Words and Expreſſions of others that I have 
ſeen in your Hands, too low and flat, or too 
obſolete and improper, and which will ra- 
ther offend than edify, ſuch as have their 
Senſes better exerciſed in theſe Matters ;) I 


| Have come to the Reſolution of adding my Con- 


tribution 20 the common Stock : Yet not tak- 
ing upon me ſo to correct or cenſure them that 
have gone before me, as to diſcourage any 


from making uſe of * Helps which they find 
A 3 agree 


n The PREFACE. 
agreeable to their Caſe, and efficacious to 
_ quicken their Devotion : But leaving every one 
to conſult their own Senſe, ana Profit and 


Comfort, in chuſing and taking what beſt likes 
their particular Guſt, and what moſt furthers 


their pious Deſigns; and to make what Alte- © 


rations alſo they pleaſe, even in the enſuing 
Offices, for their own: Service, if they ſhall 
think fit to uſe them at all. 

Nor have 1 ſuch a Conceit of anything that 


4s my own, as to ſuppoſe it free from the 


Weakneſs and Defetts which I can eſpy elſe- 
here; I doubt not but others may find as 
many Faults here: Nay, I cannot think any 


thing of this Nature to be ſo compleat, but that 


the Author himſelf (in Tra of Time) may 


ſee Reaſon to add or ſubtraft, to alter or 
amend niany Particulars : Indeed I ſhall as 
ſoon expett to ſee a Shoe made to fit every 
Foot, as à particular Form of Prayer, exact 


ty lo ſuit all the Circumſtances of every Soul. 
Icannot undertake that the following Prayers 
ſhould anſtver all the Occaſions which any one 
may ever find for Prayer : But they that have 
the Spirit of Supplication can tell how to fill 


up what is wanting: And ſuch as I help in moſt 


Caſes, may help themſelves in the reſt. I am 


rather apt to think, that ſo many as are here ſet 


_ down, will be cenſured for more than needful; 


but (it being eaſy to pare off) the Cenſors may 


_ ket alone what they count ſuperfluous: Leaving 


# to thoſe that Will not diſdain this Au- 


1 . 
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2 ance; and I had rather he under an Imputa- 
4 tion from ſame of my Neighbours, for buſying 
myſelf more than I had need, in a Work that 
might have been ſpared, than bear the Re- 


coilings of my own Mind, for neglecting to 


impart any thing that I thought might be of 
Uſe and Service to tbe reſt. 


If any j:dge that I might better 32 left 
this behind me, not to be ſeen iill 1 ſhould my- 


elf have been no more ſeen: I was once of the 
ſame Mind, and had ſo continued; but that 1 


could not be ſure, that many for whom I defigned 
it, might not be taken off before me; whereby 
this Piece of Friendſhip which: I had for them 
would have been loſt to them + And now-that I 
do unde take the Thing, which is liable to many 
Reflexions, (whoever be the Manager) every 


one thinking he has a Title to judge of that, 


wherein every one is equally concerned; and 
that Fudgment paſſing according to the d&fferent 
Principles and Sentiments, and the particular 
Genius, aud Humour of each, lis not poſſible 
bere to pleaſe every one + But, however, 1 ſhail 
not fail of my Deſign, if I can be jo happy 
as to profil ſome. And if ſa be I take any ay 
peculiar to myſeif,, I ſhall only alledge, that 
it is but the ſame Liberty as moſs Writers of 
this Subject bave taken. Tho I pretend not 10 
ſet myſelf on a Level with the noted (Guides of 
others Devotion, that with good Succeſs and 
general Approbation have laboured herein; yet 
oben our Lord has only enjoined the Thing 10 
A 4 be 


iv The PREFACE 
be done, without ſettling the Manner of Per- 
formance; even an ordinary Man that is but 
converſant in theſe Matters, has room hum- | 1 
bly to propoſe bis own Experience, as long as 
15 alſumes not maziſterially to im poſe it 1 4 
his Readers; which in this preſent Under- 7 | 

taking, the Julge of all 7. houghts knows 40 3 by 
be far from mine. "= 

I name no Morning and Evening Prayers for © 

particular Per ſens: Becauſe here are ſo many 

= occaſional Prayers, whereof every one may lake 

| | heir Choice from time totime, for private De, 

| according to particular Exigents; and beſides, 

thoſe for Famili-s may as fitly ſerve for the Clo- | 

1 fer, changing but the plural Number into the 

| 3 ſingular : I have not directed to con lude the 

| 


Evening Devotions wi the Lord's Prayer; 
[ not becauſe I count it improper at that Time 
| to be uſed, but becauſe I think we have ſtill a 
x Liberty of adding or omitting it ; and there- 
| ' fore I have pointed to it for one Part of the 
Day, and left it out inthe other; but they that 
are for it, as an 2 to allthe Prayers 
uſed in their Houſes, may take it fo, if they 
pleaſe, notwithſtanding that I fhut up ſome of 
ihe Family Prayers without. I make no Di- 
J ſtinction neither of ordinary Days; for I under- 
1 ſtand not why the Prayer that ſerves for Mon- 


P77 ²˙- . ˙ vwX EE 


| day or Tueſday, ſhould not be as good and pro- 

F per for anyother Day of the Week ;, yet I have 

| | Hered ſome Variety, that you may take ſome- 
; times one Form, and ſometimes another; or 


ſome 
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The PREF ACE; * 


ſome Part of this Form, and ſome of that, as 


you ſee Occaſion, and ſball judge moſt pertinent. 
But I make a great Difference of the Qua- 

licies of Perſons, and States of the Soul, and 

Scenes of the Life; according to which, I 


have diſtributedand ſuited the Offices here pro- 
poſed. 


24 Prayer to every Mai? s particular Emp: * 


And though it be not needful to adapt 


ment iz the World: Tut no Man, (whatever be 


bis Place and Calling) but may find muy Pray- 
ers here, fitted to the Condition of his 


Soul, and 
40 the great Emergencies of his Life. Only 1 
u, caution any who may need to be ſo 
advertiſcd, 104, J do not intend the particu- 
lar Prayers entitled for ſuch and ſuch Pe, ſons 


"of particular Ranks and Stations, as their 


Lxcuſe 4 ſuperſede all Praying elſe, as i, 
ſuch Perſons needed 10 uſe no other Prayers; 
but thoſe, over and above, they may ſometimes 


add 79 the reſt: Aud ſo prudently chuſing 


agreeable Offices, and taking this my whole 


Pe; formance Wilh alittle of ant gx woah 


end the Allowance for common Fi-:arneſi, I 

am willing to hope it may not be unacce[t- 
ble to thoſe in my Neighbourhood (for whom 
Jam chiefly concerned) as coming from one 
of your own Acquaintance (my Brethren) 
and one not ſo utterly unacquainted with the 
Practice and the Benefits of ſuch Exerciſes of 
Devotion ;, but that I am able to ſay ſomewhat 
jrem my own Experience (and that of many 
Teors) in this ay. However ſmall (1 mujt 


A 5 | Cu- 


2 — — * 2 


' (grievous to myſelf, 


v1- The PRE FACE. 


_ confeſs) is my Proficieney, to what it might 


bave been; yet the ſeveral Stages that my 


Soul has gone through, the Trials and Templa- | 3 
tons that I have had, the Terrors and Per- 


plexities wherewith ] have grappled, the Con- 
Hiets and Troubles of Mind that I have lain 
under, ihe many Sins that J have fallen into, 
and heinous in the 
Sight of God, though not fo ſcandalous as 
ſome others, to the View of the World; and 
the Eſcapes that I have made, the Preſer- 


vations and Deliverances, the Mercies and 
Bleſſings, the Revivings ond Comforts, that 


I have found, are ſo many Incitements 10 


me, and fo many Engagements upon me, 10 


do ſomewhat according io the Ability which 
Cd hath given me, for the Direction, the Sup- 
tort and Help of others, that may be in the 
like Condition. And may the Thing here done 
he but <vell taken by any that fear God, 


(The Generation of them that ſeek his Fage, 
255 are in Love with Prayer |!) I ſhall then 
wha!*s the Reſentment 
er Cenſure of any one elſe; whether it be the 


7ile concern myſelf, 


worldly Drudge, the ſordid Earth- worm, 
'that throws Prayers out of Doors, as his In- 


terrup: ion and H indrance; or the diſſolute 


Epicure, {bat takes Pleaſure in nothing but 
his Mitre, and farinks from drawing nigh to the 


holy God, as His hated Taſk and Torment; 


or the prophane Droll that even laughs bis 
Judge eternal in ite Face, and mightily ap- 


plauds- 
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The PREFACE. vii 


laude himſelf, for daring to make @ Scorn of 
all that is Serious and Sacred; or the trifiins 
Impertinent, that is for all Manner of Exer- 
ciſes, but only theſe of Religion; or laſtly, 
the formal Hy pocrite, that only noc and then 


> paſſes a flight Compliment on the Majeſty of 


Heaven, but ſtill mortally bates the Life and 
Power of Godlineſs: The Senſe and the Satiſ- 
faction of one pious experienced Chriſtian,that | 
has known the Grace , God in Truth, is more 


to me, than the Exceptions and the Cla- 


mours of a Thouſand ſuch as theſe, \ 

If this Piece fly further abroad, than my 
 frft Intention; and if others, that-know no- 
bing of what concerns me, may pick out any 
thing bere, to further him in the May Hea ven- 
ward; I ſhall bave the more Cauſe Ihen tn 
bleſs God for making me ſuch an In ru— 
ment of his Grace, Yea, wwhere I can but do 
the leaſt Good to any poo? Soul, 1 ſball not 
think my Labour in vain in ihe Lord. But 
my great Care is for the Souls of whom ] have 
the Charge; and for the reſt of my Friends, 
and Neighbours within my Reach, whom I 
kave (you know) ſo much and often impor- 
tuned and called upon, to give your/elves 
zo Prayer, both in your Families, and in your 
Retirements every Day. Not barely to read, 


er fay over ſb many Words of Prayer (as 


if it would preſently make all whole aud well, 
only to uſe ſuch or ſuch à Form, that you 


think perlinent to your Caſe, as a_ Plaiſter 


A 6 ft 
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fit for the Sore) but do it with a pray- 
ing Heart, with a Mind intent upon the 
Work, and your Spirits engag'd in his Ser- 
vice. The Reaſons for which, and the Ne- 


ceff ty of it, with the Lawfulneſs and Expe- 


diency of uſing Forms (eſpe- 
Liberty of F n (7 
Prayer aſſert- 


here; becauſe I Pave done it 
already elſewhere. 


Indeed what ſome talk ſo much 2 all 
Forms of Prayer, I think, is as litile to be 
regarded, as what others do jo bitterly inveigh 


againſt all Prayer that is out of Form: But 


in this Matter I cannot but much appreve the 
Temper of an eminent Churchman, (after- 
wards made onecf cur Right Reverend Biſhops ) 

Biſko,//iz- who in his Method and Order 


renbel {Enter for Private Devotion, b 
into thy Clo- freely and moderately gives his 


let] 3 2d Edit. Senſe. 


P. 62. Whether every particular Expreſ- 


© fron, or the juſt Words be Fore-thought, it 
c hapiy matters not very much: But that 
« Wome fit, ſignificant, proper and quickning 


« Expreſſions fer the ſeveral Parts and Sub- 
© Rantials of my Prayer be prepared, it is 


e bedient. P. 81. ** I profeſs myſelf” no 
&« whit guilly of undervaluing the free Effu- 
* fgons of the Soul before God (in private 
« ofpecially) in ſuch Expreſſions as the af- 
is Velled moved Mind Suggeſts; ; or, as the 


" Spirit 


cially where other Abilities are 
ed, Se. FTaniing) I ſhall not inſiſt upon 


The PR E F ACE. ix 
15 Spirit gives Utterance. —P. 284. If 1 


am able to pray otherwiſe Iſball 28 ph al- 


« ways ſee it fit or convenient to uſe ſet or com- 
* poſed Forms; for that there may be many 
particular affeftingCircumſtances in myò ins, 
« which no Form will expreſs ſo plainly, as I 
* have need to expreſs them, for the moving 
* of my Sorrow.“ —P. 285, © If I find my 
Heart ready, and ſo compoſed, that I dare 


venture upon what we call a conceived 


Prayer, it being of my own Invention, by 
« the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, may more per- 
„ feftly ſuit my Condition ix all, than one fra- 
* med by another to my Hand. —P. 81, 82. 

© Though conſtantly to uſe that Way, may 

* make our Devotion more ſlight and diſ- 

« orverly, through the Coldneſs, Dullneſs, or 

&* Heedleſneſs of our Hearts, or through Di- 

* Brattions, Incumbrances, or like Miſchiefs : 


Aud it may often occaſion the Omiſſion r 


* many neceſſary Things, through Incogitanucy 
and unavoidable Forgetfulneſs.” — P. 8. 
© But whether the Words in which we uiter 
© ourſelves, be Fore-thought or ſudden, pro- 
vided they fitly and reverently expreſs the 
{- award Senſe of our Hearts, it matlers not, 
nor is at all eſſential 4 Prayer.” P. 81. 
** Bethe Words whoſe they will, my praying 
_E* them (i. e. offering them up to God) with a 


Heart ſuitable to them, hath made them as 


** much mine, as if I bad invented, contriv'd, 
25 Kade, or penn'd them at firſt. » 


The 
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The Manner then of expreſſing your ſelves © 
in my Words, or in your own, or others, I © 
leave (as bere this Author does) at Liber- © 
ty: And any Helps that I have offered, in 
the following Specimens, you may take or re- 

fuſe, as you ſee good : Only I muſt with all © n 
Earneſtneſs beſeech you to 155 care, and ibo 3 
make Conſcience, that the Thing be daily © / 
done, and that beertily, as to the Lord. 
As ever you hope io reap any real Good 
from the Latonrs of your Minifters, or even 
fee their Faces, or the Face of God with © 
Comfort in that great Day, when we muſt _ 
all give up our laſt Accounts, and be fin ally 
determined for our everlaſting State, When 
ſuch as could not be prevail d with to give 
themſelves to Pra yer, and to call upon the 
Name of God, now in the Day of Grace, 
(this Time of Mercy) fhall with fruitleſs. 
Deſires, wiſh themſelves out of Being; and. 
no leſs vainiy, than deſperately, call upon 
Rocks and Mountains to fall upon them and 
to hide them from his Face, and lo ſave them 
from his Wrath in the Day of Judgment, 
that Time of Recompence * Fury. And 
therefore, according to that moſt cegent Admo- 
nition of the Author of the Whole Duty of 
Man, Part 5. Sect, 12. Let no Man that 
e profefſes himſelf a Chriſtian, keep ſo Hea- 
„ theniſh. a Family, as not to fee that God. 
&« be daily worſhipped in it.“ To which, let 


that be added of the oiber Author afore-quo- 
ted. 


1 The Nr 
tied. P. 15. Prayer with the Family, no 


| fn 'I one who would have God to bleſs bis Family 
ts 3 c can think that he may neglect. And I foal 
Live no further Exhortation bere 


777 45 to Family- Prayer: * Becauſe I * The Pell 
19 2 have done ſo much to sha. Purpoſe 3 ray- 


20 

5 ice the firſt Edition hereof, in 
annolber Book willen pon that particular 
„ Argument. 


Beloved, I am more ſenſi ble of my 0291 
„ _ Frailly, than to reckon upon a mub longer 
2 _ Continuance-1n the World (which ide all 
5 Gall find to be ſo ſhort a Thoroughfare to 
„ de Place of our eternal Abode:) And while 
£ I live, I deſire nothing more from you, than 
" © the Conſolation of obſerving your Devotion, 
and ſtriving together with me in your Prayers 

for your own Salvation, And when I am dead 
and gone, I would leave behind me, not only 
ſome Token of my Love io yo; but alſo 
eme Aſſiſtance in that Way of your Duty, 
wherein you are io follow thoſe who are al- 

ready enter d into the heavenly Glory. 

Il am apt to think, that ſome who are con- 
Vvinc d of this Duty (to uſe daily Prayers) 
and who alſo feel an Iuclination to it, and 
ſeme Diſpoſedneſs for it, in their Hearts, 


may yet be under a Diſcouragement for want 


| of ſullable Helps in a Readineſs, to diſcharge 
the Work. For ſuch, alas | is the Dulneſs and 
Indiſſerency of ſinful Men to that which is beſt 
| for them, and which maſt highly concerns 
them ; 
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them, that they are not apt to be ſolicitous 


(/o as they uſe to ſhew themſelves in their 
worldly Concerns) 70 ſeek out after the Pro- 
viſions and Conveniencies for be ſpiritual 


Life, unteſs theſe fall direfily in their Way, 


and are ſet juſt befere them. And therefore this 
Prayer- Book [have bad in my Thoughts to pro- 
vide, and to put into the Hands of ſome of 
rhe poorer Sort; and (without impoſing up- 
on any) 1 would alſo move ſuch able Friends, 
as may favour the Deſign, to lend a charitable 
Hand in aſſiſting to furniſh more of thoſe 
poor Creatures, who, by the Help of ſuch a2 
Gift, might be put in a way toget the beſt and 
preatef Riches: But I hall not offer to di- f 
Fark any that are in the Poſſeſſion of better 
Means already ; no, let them go on with ihe 
Uſe of em, and God's Bleſſing be upon em: 
And if but any Thing here ſhall be found 
agreeable and uleful to others, they are at 
liberty 10 collect and take what they will, 
and paſs over the reſt. For (as the celebrated 
Dr. Hammond tells us) | Pract. Cat. Lib. 3. 
Sect. 2. Anſw, 5, * The Church being 
** obeyed in the Obſervation of the preſcribed 
«* Liturgy in Public; it is not ſuppoſed 


. * by our Church, but that every one in Pri- 
vate, may aſk his own Wants, in what 
Form of Words hefhall think fit : Jet that 
« be may do it, fitly and reverently, it will 
« not be amiſs for him to acquaint himſelf 
* with the ſeveral Addreſſes to God, which 
: * the 


3 
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e Book of Pſalms, and other Parts of 
Holy Writ, and otber Helps of Devotion, 
“will afford him, either to uſe, as he finds 
hem fit for the preſent Purpoſe, or by thoſe 
Patterns 70 direct and prepare my to do 
= «© jbe like... 

Moro, may this poor Attempt of mine be an 
Invitation to ſome of my pious and learned 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, to ſet out ſome 
beiter Entertainment for their People: And 
1 ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied and pleaſed, to 
Jee the Thing promoted, and ſtill farther im- 
prov'd ; though my. whole Performance ſhould 


be vacaie and excluded, to make room for 


others deſerving the Precedence. In the mean 
Time. may a Bleſſing from above follow theſe 
ſmall Endeavours of mine, and make them 
Proſperous (in any Meaſure) to help to De- 
 votion: And that you may in the Uſe of any 
Prayers here ſet before you, find ſome Ad- 
vantage to. your Souls, and the daily Promo- 
tion of your Sanctiſication, Peace, and Salva- 
© tion, is the earneſt Defire and Prayer of 


| Your devoted Servant in the 
Work of our Lord, 
* 


POS T- 
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Efide the Addition of ſome Prayers 


here, (more than were in the fr/t Im- 


pPreſſions) which you will find mark'd with 
an Aſteriſt in the Contents: Theſe latter 


Editions do give me the Opportunity of 


making ſome Corrections, to my own (and 


T uhope allo to others) better Satisfaction; 
yet have I held my Hand from altering 
much, leſt the Book ſhould now appear 
another Thing than before, to the Offence 
of any that have been Purchaſers of the 

other : ” Bat the Peruſers who are obſervant, 
may perceive here ſo many Corrections and 


Amendments, as will give ſome Advantage 
to ſuch as ſhall think fit to make themſelves 


Owners of His. 


I ſhould have enlarged the Forms for 


Families in ſeveral Parts, eſpecially in 
thoſe pertaining to the Confeſſions of Sin; 

which (as an excellent Biſhop of this 
Church, upon the Survey of this Book, 


according to his wiſe and humble Piety 
was pleated to give me his Senſe) need 
more 
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more to be infjſted upon than commonly 
we find; but that I feared. ſuch Eularge- 


ments of the Prayers might hinder many 
Families from ing them at all: And tho' 
now I was ſollicited again, to haſten an- 
other Review, in order to the Impreſſion, 
more Additions you mighthave ſeen through- 


a out the Book; but that I ſhould thus have 


made it too chargeable for ſome Pockets, 
and too bulky for any. _ | Tots, 
The many Emendations therefore, which 


intelligent Peruſers may obſerve in this new 


Edition, will not add either to the S72e or 
Price; but only make ſome Things more 


ſmooth and eaſy to thoſe of inferior Ca- 


pacity; and the Intermixture of many 
more Words here than formerly, now ſet 
in the Italic Letter, may not only brighten 
the Page, but better engage the Attention, 
and quicken the Senſe of common Readers. 
May it pleaſe. G OD to give the Peru- 


ſers of theſe Helps ſerious Minds, and pray- 
ing Hearts, the good Intention, and fervent 


Devotion, to make the Fuel here prepared 
flame on the Altar: And when thy Soul, 
Reader, is ſo raiſed Heavenward, ſend up 
one kind Petition for his ſaving Mercy on 
the poor unworthy Author. 
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A Prayer f or Devotion, and a right 
Frame of Spirit in the Worſhip of Gov. 
AJ Mosr High and Holy, Bleſſed 


and Glorious Lord my God! Thou 
wilt be ſanctiſied in them that come 


nigh thee: And thou art greatly to be 


feared, and to be had in continual Reve- 
rence of all that are about thee. Be pleaſed 
to ſanctify my Heart with thy Grace, that 1 


may ſanctify the Lord God in my Heart; and 


ſo draw nigh unto Thee, that thou may'ſt 
draw nigh unto me: And in ſuch manner 


pour out my Heart before thee, that thou 


E 


2 "of Brier fir 


may'ſt pour down thy TY Bleſſing | 
and Favours upon me. 
I deſire, O my God, to meet thee in ' 
thy Ways : And (in Compliance with thy 
gracious Appointment) I fall down and 
worſhip here at thy Footſtool in the Name 
and Mediation of thy dear Son. For how 
Unworthy am I to come in thy holy Pre- 
ſence! And how unable (of myſelf) to 
perform any Duties of Service meet to be 
rendered unto thy Heavenly Majeſty! O let 
thy great Mercy over-look my unworthi- 
neſs ; and (by thy powerful Grace) keep 
me from every offen//zve Thing, that would 
make my Prayers Sin, and Abomination to 
the Lord. And as thou haſt made me ſen- * 
ſible of my Duty, and of my ownInſuffici- 
ency to diſcharge it as I ought: So may thy 
good Spirit help my Infirmities, and in- 
creaſe my Abilities for thy Service: That 
(without ſinful Dulneſs or Diſtractions) I 
may worſhip thee in Spirit and in Truth 
and ſerve thee with Reverence and godly 
Fear: Yea, with all Readineſs and Love, 
and Delight in approaching unto God. 
Ignſtruct me, Gracious Lord, in the Know- 
| ledge of thy Will; and aſſiſt me in the 
Way of my Duty : That I may both un- 
derſtand what 1s thy Pleaſure concerning 
me; and alſo may find Grace ſufficient 
to perform it. O make me ſuch a ſpiri- 
tual Worſhipper, as thou doſt ſeek; and 
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my Service ſuch a ſpiritual Sacrifice, as 


thou wilt accept. 


Help me, my Strength, and my Re- 


deemer, to offer up my Heart and myſelf, 
together with my Prayers and Addreſſes 
unto thee: That I may not be raſh with. 
my Mouth, nor haſty in my Heart, to ut- 
ter any thing rudely before thee ; nor draw 


nigh to thee, with Lips and Body, when 


my Heart is far from thee: But that Heart 
and Soul, and all that is within me, may 
be taken up in a devout, and faithful, and 


affectionate Attendance upon thee. 
And thou that heareſt Prayers, O quicken 


me, that I may call upon thy Name. And 


let me receive ſuch Grace from thee, as 


may enable me to perform acceptable Ser- 
vice unto thee ; through the Beloved of thy 
Soul, my only Saviour, and prevailing 
Advocate Feſus Chriſt, Amen, 


A Family Prayer in the Order of our 


| Lorp' Prayer. 


LN GOD the Father of our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt by eternal Generation : The 
Father of all Things, by temporal Creati- 
on: And the Father of thy People, by A- 


daoption and ſpiritual Regeneration! What 
manner of Love is this, that we (of Re- 


bels againſt Heaven, Slaves of Satan, and 


| Children of Wrath) ſhould be made the 


B2 Children 
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Children of the Maſt High, and Heirs of | e 


everlaſting Glory! We are e Thine, O Lord, 


for thou haſt made us out of Nothing, 
and look'd upon us in our Blood, to 
ſet us up again, after we had deſtroyed 
ourſelves. Thou art in Heaven. | O that 


we may in Heart and Mind, thither aſcend; 
and with all Lowlineſs worſhip at the Foot- 


| ſtool of thy glorious Majeſty. Thou 
art our Father :] O that we may with Truſt 
and Delight (as Children) draw nigh unto 
_ thee: Who haſt all Fulneſs both of Power 
And may we 
alſo love as Brethren, and Rill hold toge- 


and Mercy, to do for us. 


ther as dear Children of the ſame Heavenh 
Father. 


And O that all the World may give thee 
our Ged, the Glory due to thy great Name!] 
[That thou mayeſt be more known, and 
fear'd, and lov'd, and honour'd by us, 


and by all Men, as our ſupreme Lord, and 


as our chiefeſt Good: That we may glorify 
thee as we ought, in our Thoughts and 


Deſires, and in our Words and Ways! 


O that the Kingdom of Sin and Satan may 
be ſtill more and more weakened, till they 


be utterly deſtroyed | That all the Powers 


on Earth may uſe for thee the Authority 
which they have received from Thee! 
That all the Kingdoms of the World may 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and 


of his Chriſt; and Jeruſalem be made the. 


Joy 


in Paraphraſb. 3 


5 Joy and Praiſe of the whole Earth! O that 
' Chriſt may dwell and rule in our Hearts by 


aii Spirit and Grace; and make us a 0/- 


ling People, the faithful Subjects of his holy 


Kingdom; and ſtill reign over us here, till 
we are made fit to live and reign with him 
and all his Redeemed, in the heavenly 


Glory for ever. O thou bleſſed and only 
> Potentate! Let thy Kingdom come,] ſo pow- 
erfully into us, that thy Will may be done 
- ſtill faithfully and chearfully by us 

And may thy Will and Word, O Lord, 
and the Way of Salvation, be every where 
known upon Earth. Let the Light of thy 
Goſpel ſhine and prevail, and win more 
Proſelytes daily throughout the World. O 
ſend the Means of Grace, where they are 


not: And make them proſperous and ſuc- 
_ ceſsful where they are. Let not the Will 
of the Fleſb, nor the Wayof the World, but 

the World and Will of our God, be the 


Rule of our Lives, to guide and ſway us 
in all our Ways. Make us more conform- 


able to thy Will, in all that thou requireſt 


of us; and more ſubmiſſive to thy Will, 
in all that thou layeſt upon us. Vea, make 
us pleaſed with whatever is thy Pleaſure; 


9 g and greatly to love thy Word, and delight 


to do thy Will, and joyfully and chear- 


fully to ſerve thee: As thy glorious Angels 


and Saints above, whoſe Heaven it is to 
pleaſe and enjoy the Lord. 8 
B 3 5 And, 


6 The 


glorious Life to come, give us, O Fatber, 
(of thy gracious Bounty) all Things need- 
ful and convenient for our preſent Being 
here. 
Dangers that attend both the proſperous and 
the Aflicted Caſe. 
World's Good, O that we may uſe it wiſe- 

ly and piouſly, to thy Glory: And, when- 
ever thou takeſt it from us, make us con- 
tented, and patient, and thankful; and the 
more intent upon that Good, which ſhall 
never be taken away. 
beg, That ſtill we may be in that State of _ 
Body which thou knoweſt to be beſt for 
our Souls: And that all which we have in 
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Lord $ Pres 
And, till we are fitted for the better 


Preſerve us from all the Snares and 


When we have this 


O good God ! we 


this Life, may tend and help to ſpeed us 


on to the blefled Life immortal. 


We are aſham'd and ſorry, that we have 
ſo much and fo long diſhonoured thy bleſ- 
ted Name, diſobeyed thy holy Word, and 


abuſed thy rich dence, We defire to re- 
turn, and to be reconciled to our 60d; 
to be humbled and penitent for our Sins, 


and to intreat thy gracious Favour, in Jeſus 


Chriſt, for the Pardon of em. Forgive us, 
we beſeech thee, O Father of Mercies (for 
his Sake) all the Sins that ever we have com- 
mitted againſt thee: Eſpecially we beg to 
be diſcharged from thoſe waſting and pre- 
ſumpiuous Sins, committed againſt the Striv- 
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ings of thy Spirit, and the Checks of our 
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own enlightened Minds, that have made 


the ſadeſt Breaches upon our Peace, and 
fill'd our Souls with the Dreadof thy Wratb. 
O give us Tokens for good, to perſuade, 


and aſſure our Hearts that thou haſt ſuch 
Mercy in ſtore for us. And incline our 
Hearts, O Lord, to forgive, ] and to be 
merciful, as we need to be forgiven, and 


as we deſire to obtain Mercy. = 
And, that Iniquities may not prevail a- 


gainſt us, to ſpoil us for the future, ſubdue 


them, O God of all Grace, by the Power 


of the Holy Spirit : And never ſuffer us to 
be tempted above the Strength wherewith 
thy Grace ſhall ſupply us. Make us wary 
to avoid all the Temprations] we can, and 
ſtrong in the Lord to overcomewhat we muſt 


encounter. We are poor frail Creatures : 
But tnou, O Lord Almighty, art ſtronger 
than the ſtrong one: O do thou protect us 
(we beſeech thee) by thy powerful Aids: 


And ſo keep us from falling, that we may 
never be made a Prey to the cruel Murderer 


of Souls; nor be delivered into thoſe bitter 
Pains of eternal Deatb, which are the ſad 


Wages of our Sins: But may find a wa 
to eſcape every Snare, and be preſerv'd ſafe 
to thy Heavenly Kingdom. 5 


 Thine is the Kingdom; ] O Lord moſt 
High! thou art the King of all the World: 
And happy are they who are under the Con- 


duct of thy good Spirit, as the willing Sub- 
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8 | The Lord's Prayer. 
jects of thy ſpiritual Kingdom. We deſire 


r. 


and beg that we may all be found of that 
Number. Save, Lord, and let che King 
of Heaven hear us when we call. 

Me aſk great Things at thy Hands; but 
not too great for the Almighty God to 


grant: For thine is the Power :] And thou 
art able to do for us exceeding abundantly, 
even above all that we aſk or think: O re- 
veal thy glorious Arm to do the Things 
worthy of « God, which none but thy bleſſed 


ſelf can do; in forgiving and healing, and 
helping us, who have udone ourſelves, and 


are hopeleſs, and helpleſs in ourſelves. 


| Thine is the Glory, |] O God; and ſuch are 
the Wonders of thy Grace, to get thee 
Glo in the Salvation of thoſe that were loft. 

Therefore, tho' we are exceeding guiliy, 
and utterly unworthy : Yet do we pray and 
hope, that thou wilt glorify thy Mercy, to 
remember us in our low Eſtate, and to 
relieve us in all our Wants and Streights, 


| who forſake every Refuge elſe to come to 


_ thee, O bleſſed God, alone; and have all 
our Expectation from thee, and our whole 


Dependance upon thee : Truiung only in 
thy gracious Goodneſs, through the All- 


ſufficient Merits and Mediation of our bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer ; and looking for the Mercy 
of our Lord 22 "Ou to eternal Life. 


| And 


mt  Parapbraſs wo 
"And to thee, O great and glorious Lord 
our God, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all: 


To thee who doſt whatever thou pleaſeft 


in Heaven and in Earth: To thee who 
ſheweſt forth all thy Glory to the Bleſſed | 
that are in thy Reels, be Glory in the 
Higheſt, and all Thanks and Praiſe aſ- 
cribed of us, and of all the World, for 
ever and ever. Anon. FE) 5 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Lord, the bleſſed God of our Salva- 
tion! Thou art the Hope of all the 


Ends of the Earth, upon whom the Eyes 
of all do wait: For thou giveſt unto all 
Life, and Breath, and all Things. In Thee 


we ever live, and move, and are; and upon 


Thee we continually do depend for all the 
Good that ever we have, or hope for. Still 


thou takeſt Care of us, and watcheſt for 


Good over us; even in our Reſt and Sleep, 


when we have not ſo much as any Thoughts 
of caring for ourſelves: And daily thou 


reneweſt to us our Lives, and thy Mercies: 
Every Morning giving us net Occaſions 
ſtill for thy Praiſe, and our Thankfulneſs. 
And thou haſt given us the Aſſurance of 
thy Word, That if we commit our Affairs 
to Thee, and acknowledge Thee in all 
our Mays, thou wilt efabliſh our Thoughts, 


| and direct our. Path. And therefore we 


B 5 deſire, 
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Jets of thy ſpiritual Kingdom. We defire 
and beg that we may all be found of that 

Number. Save, Lord, and let the King 
of Heaven hear us when we call. 9 

We aſk great Things at thy Hands; but 

not too great for the Almighty God to 
grant: For thine is the Power :] And thou 
art able to do for us exceeding abundantly, 


even above all that we aſk or think: O re- 


veal thy glorious Arm to do the Things 
worthy of God, which none but thy blefſed 
ſelf can do; in forgiving and healing, and 
helping us, who have 27done ourſelves, and 
are hopeleis, and helpleſs in ourſelves. _ 
 Thine is the Glory, O Cod; and ſuch are 
the Wonders of thy Grace, to get thee 
Glory in the Salvation of thoſe that were loft. 
Therefore, tho we are exceeding grilty, 
and utterly unworthy : Vet do we pray and 
hope, that thou wilt glorify thy Mercy, to 
remember us in our low Eſtate, and to 
relieve us in all our Wants and Streights, 
| who forſake every Refuge elſe to come to 
"thee, O bleſſed God, alone; and have all 
our Expectation from thee, and our whole 
Dependance upon thee : Truiung only in 
thy gracious Goodneſs, through the All- 
ſufficient Merits and Mediation of our bleſ- 
' Ted Redeemer ; and looking for the Mercy 
of our Lord 2 To to eternal Life. 


3 And 


in Parapbraſe. 9 
And to thee, O great and glorious Lord 
our God, whoſe Kingdom ruleth over all : 

To thee who doſt whatever thou pleaſeft 
in Heaven and in Earth: To thee who 
ſheweſt forth all thy Glory to the Bleſſed - 
that are in thy er, be Glory in the 
Higheſt, and all Thanks and Praiſe al- 
f N of us, and of all the World, for 5 
ever and ever. Amen. | 


Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Lord, the bleſſed God of our Salva- 
tion! Thou art the Hope of all the 
Ends of the Earth, upon whom the Eyes 
of all do wait: For thou giveſt unto all 


Life, and Breath, and all Things. In Thee 


we ever live, and move, and are; and upon 


| Thee we continually do depend for all the 


Good thatever we have, or hope for. Still 


* - thou takeſt Care of us, and watcheſt for 


Good over us; even in our Reſt and Sleep, 
when we have not ſo much as any Thoughts 
of caring for ourſelves: And daily thou 
reneweſt to us our Lives, and thy Mercies : 
Every Morning giving us new Occaſions 
ſtill for thy Praiſe, and our Thankfulneſs. 
And thou haſt given us the Aſſurance of 
thy Word, That if we commit our A fairs 
+»-T hee, and acknowledge Thee in all 
our Ways, thou wilt eftabliſh our Thoughts, 
and dirett our- Path. And therefore we 
B 5 deſire, 
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deſire, O Lord, ſtill to put ourſelves un- 
der thy gracious Condu#?, and thy Father- 
ly Protection; and to beg the Heavenly * 
Guidance, and Bleſſing, and Aſſiſtance of * 
thy good Spirit, to chuſe our Inheritance © 
for us; and to diſpoſe of us and of 
all that concerns us, to the Glory of thy 
Name. %CCͤͤͤͤ — 
O Lord, withdraw not thy tender Mercies 
from us, nor the Comforts of thy Preſence, 
nor the Aſſiſtance of thy Spirit; for our 
great Contempt and manifold Abuſes of all 
ſuch Grace and Goodneſs. Never puniſh 
our paſt Sins: by giving us over to the Love 
and Power of our Sins : -But give us true 
penitent Hearts for all the Evils committed 
' by us; and thy merciful Diſcharge from all 
the Guilt that lies upon us. And grant us, 


O good God, the comfortable Senſe and 


Apprehenſion of thy gracious Acceptance of 
us, and thy merciful /ztentions towards us, 
in the Sox of thy Love, the Lover of our 
Souls: That our Souls may bleſs thee, and 
all that is within us may praiſe thy holy Name. 
And O that we may find the Foy of the 
Tord to be our Strength, to enable us a- 
gainſt our Sins; eſpecially the Sins to 
which we are moſt addicted, and whereof 
ve are in greateſt Danger: and to make us 
alſo more ready to every good Work, and 
better diſpoſed for all the Duties of Piety, 
Juſtice, Charity, and Sobriety, which we 
„„ | 1 OWe 
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owe to thee our Gd, to our Neighbour, 
 * andourſelves: That herein we may exer- 
5 ciſe ourſelves to have always the Conſcience 
void of Offence, towards God, and towards 
Men. O help us to walk circumſpełihy, not 
as Fools, but as Wiſe; carefully redeeming 
the Time that we have loſt, and conſcien- 
tiouſly improving all thoſe Seaſons, and 
| Means of Grace, which thou art pleaſed to 
put into our Hands, for the beſt Profit and 
Advantage of our Souls. And while we 
are upon Earth, O give us all things need- 
ful and convenient for our preſent Pilgrim- 
age: And ſanctiſy to us all our Enjoyments, 
and all our Employments here in the 
World: Our Croſſes alſo, and our Com- 
forts, and all Eſtates that we go through, 
and all Events that now befall us; till, 
through the Merits of thy Son, and the 
Multitude of thy Mercies, we are conducted 
ſafe to be ever with the Lord. Amidſt all 
our other Affairs in this World, O let us 
never forget or neglect the one Thing need- 
ful; but be in greateſt Care ſo to demean 
ourſelves every Day, as may forward our 
comfortable Accounts in the great Day of 
thy Appearing and Glory. 
O gracious Father | Keep us, we beſeech 
thee, this Day in thy Fear and Favour; 
and help us to live to thy Honour and 
Glory. If thou guide us not, we ſhall 
run into Errors; if thou preſerve us not, 
} | B 6 we ; 
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we ſhall fall into Dangers: O let thy good | 


Providence be our Defence and Securi 


And ler thy Holy Spirit be our Guide and ; 
Counſellor in all our Ways. And grant 


that we may take the Ways and Courſes 
agreeable to thy Will, and acceptable in 
thy Sight, through Fe/us Chriſt: In whoſe 


| facred Name and Words, we cloſe' up 


theſe our imperfect Requeſts to thee, Our 
Father, &c. 


Let thy Grace, O Lord Jeſus Chrift, thy 
Love, O Heavenly Father, thy comfortable 


Fellowſhip, O Holy Bleſſed Spirit, be with 


us, and with all whom we ought to beg 
thy Mercy for in our Prayers, this Days 


and for evermore. Amen. 


| Another lum, ng-Prayer fir a Family 


0 Lonp, thou art the God. whoſe we 


are, and whom we ought to ſerve, 


with all the Endowments and "Abilities for 


thy Service, wherewith thou haſt bleſſed us. 
For thou haſt laid upon us all the Obliga- 


of thy Love, to be faithful in the Covenant 


of our God, and to abound in the Work 


of the Tabs.” But we deſire to humble our 
ſinful ſelves here before thee, that our 


ULives have been fo unſerviceable to thee, 


and ſo full of Provocation againſt thee: That 
che Diſhonour Which we have done thee, 


O Lord, | 
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O Lord, has by many: Degrees, exceeded 
all the Service: That we have lived to Our- 


ſelves, more than to the Lord and Giver of 


our Lives; and have ſerved our own Luſts 


and Pleaſures, more than thy holy bleſſed 
Mill; which is the Rule of all Righteouſ- 
55 neſs, Andi in the Performance whereof there 
is the greateſt Reward.” O how have we 
diſbelieved thy Truths, diſobeyed thy 
Commands, diſregarded thy Promiſes and 
Threats! and reſiſted and defeated all thy 


gracious Methods to reclaim us from the 


Evil of our Ways,” and to bring r us over 


entirely to thyſelf. — 4130 372 a 
Me have ſinned ut thee over Woch, to 


the infinite Wrong and Damage of out own 


Souls; and by our Sins we have ſpoil'd and 
deſtroyed ourſelves: But it is not in us, to 
recover and ſave ourſelves. No: In thee 
O Lord, our Heavenly Father, and in thee 


alone, is all our Help. Yea, Thou haſt laid 
Help upon one that is Migbty, and able to 


ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God, 


throughhim: Through whom thou haſt en- 
couraged us to come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, that we may obtain Merey, and 
find Grace to help in Time of our Need. In 


him therefore, we beg, Lord, that thou 
wilt be Reconciled in us, and at Peace with 
us; as a Father of Mercies, and a God of 


| Conſolation. 


And 
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And for his Sake, enable us alſo (we be- 
ſeech thee) to demean ourſelves as becomes 
the Children of Gd, the Redeemed of the 
Lord, and the Members and Followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt. O put ſuch Principles of Grace 
and Holineſs into our Hearts, as may 
make us to hate all Iniquity, and every falſe 
Way. And put thy Spirit within us, cauſ- 
ing us to walk in thy Statutes, ànd to keep 
thy Judgments, and to do them. Nor only 
| _ thy Commands upon us; but be pleaſ- 
ed, O Lord, to enable us for the Perform- 
ance of every Duty required of us. And ſo 
engage our Hearts to thyſelf, that we may 
make it our Meat and Drink to do thy Will; 
and with enlarged Hearts, run the Way of 
thy Commands. O make our Services ac- 
ceptable to thee while we Live; and our 
Souls ready for thee when we Die. And as 
Tong as we are in this World, keep us, O 
Lord, our God, from the Evil of; it, and 
from the Snares and Dangers which thou 
knoweſt we are continually expoſed to in it. 
O make our Paſſage ſafe and ſure, through 
all the Changes, Troubles, Temptations, 
and various Conditions of this mortal Life, 
to the unchangeable Glories and F elicities 
of Life Everlaſting. 
Be merciful to us, Good Lord. and bleſs 
us, and keep us this Day in all our Ways, 
and 1 in all our lawful Deſigns and Under- 
£ _ takings; 
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takings: And may we take. nothing in 
Hand, but what is warranted by thy Word. 
O let us be in the Fear of the Lord, all the 
Day long: Let thy Fear be ever before our 
Eyes, to reſtrain us from the Things pro- 
 woking to our God, and deſtrufive to ur 
Souls. And let thy Love abound in our 
Hearts, and ſweetly and powerfully con- 
{train us to all faithful and chearful Obedi- 
ence, acceptable in thy Sight, through him 
that hath loved and redeemed us; even be 
Lord our Righteouſneſs : In whoſe bleſſed 
Name, and the Words of Prayer which 
| himſelf has taught us, we continue pray- 
ing, Our Father, &c. 3 
The Bleſſing of God Almighty, Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be with us, and with . 


all that belong to us, this Day and for ever- 
more. 1 —838 165 


A Third Morning Prayer. 


onp Gon, Merciful and Gracious, 
X Long-Suffering, and abundant in 
Goodneſs and Truth! Thou keepeſt Mercy 
tor Thouſands, pardoneſt Iniquity, Tranſ- 

greſſion and Sin; and doſt not retain thy 

Anger for ever, becauſe thou delighteſt in 
Mercy. How excellent is thy Loving K;nd- 
neſs, O God Therefore do the Sons of 
Men put their Truſt under the Shadow of 
thy Wings. And therefore do we deſire 
7 IVA Alt 
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ſtill to look up to that bountiful Hand of 
thine, ſrom whence we evermore have re- 
cerved all our good Things. O Lord our 
God] be thou pleaſed to look down merci- 
fully upon us, and be gracious and favour- 
able to us, as thou uſeſt to be unto thoſe 
that love thy Name. O look not upon the 
Sin of our Nature, nor the Sins of our 
Hearts and Lives; which are more than 
we can remember, and greater than we can 
expreſs; and ſuch as make us ſeem vile 
even in our own Eyes, and ſo highly guilty 
before thy holy Majeſty, that it is of the 
Lord's Mercies we are not conſumed, becauſe 
thy Compaſſions fail not. But behold us 
in Mercy, through the Merits and Media- 
tion of thy Son our Savicur, who did no 
Sin, and was manifeſted, that he might 
take away our Sins: By whom it is, that 
we have this Acceſs to the Majeſty on 
High, and Encouragement to come into 
thy Preſence, to beg what we need, and 
what thou aboundeſt with, and art inclin- 
able to make thy poor Creatures happy in 
the Enjoyment 18 | 

And ſeeing there is in Chrif Jeſus an in- 
Rite Fulneſs of all that ever we can want 
or wiſh, to make us Holy, and to make us 
moſt Bleſſed eternally': O that we may all 
receive of his Fulneſs, Grace ſufficient for 
us; to pardon our Sins, and ſubdue our Ini- 
Gare) to juſtify our Perſons, and to 


ſandy 
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ſanctiſy our Souls; and to compleat upon 
our Hearts and Lives, that holy renovating 
Change, which may ſtill more and more 
transform us into the bleſſed Image after 
which thou didſt create us; and make us 
ſtill more meet to be Partakers of the In- 
heritance of thy Saints in Light, =» 
And teach us, O Lord our God, to uſe 
this World without abuſing it, and to en- 
joy the Things of it, without loſing our 
Part in thy Love, which is better than Life. 
Whatever we have of the World, O may 
we have the ſame with thy Leave and Love, 
_ fan#ified to us by the Word of God, and 
Prayer; and by the right Employment and 
Improvementthereof to thy Glory, whoart 
the gracious Giver of all our good Things. 


And whatſoever we want of the Things of 


this Life, O Lord our heavenly Father, 
leave us not deſtitute of anyof thoſe Things 
that accompany Salvation, but adorn our 
Souls with all ſuch Graces of thy Holy 
Spirit, as may enable us to adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Things, 
by ſuch a Gonverſatzon as does become it: 
_ Help us; O gracious. Lord, in the whole 
of our Duty to thee our God; and alſo in 
the Diſcharge of all relative Duties which 
we owe to Men, whether Superiors, Equals, 
or Interiors (all with whom we have our 
Converſation in the World;) that we may 
: 7 walk 
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walk wiſely toward them that are without, 
and kindly toward them that are within ; 


and not be juſtly ofenſive unto any; but 
(what in us lies) uſeful and beneficial to all. 


And thus let us paſs the Time of our ſo- 


journing here, in thy Fear and Favour, 


and to thy Honour and Glory; that at our 
laſt Review thereof, thy Name may have 


the Praiſe, and our Souls the Comfort, in 


the Hour of Death, and in the great Day 
of our Lord Jefus Chript. Ui 


And now that thou haſt rexewedour 18 | 


and thy Mercies to us this Morning, help 


us, Good God, to renew our Deſires, and : 


Reſolutions, and Endeavours, to live in 
the Obedience of thy holy Will, and to the 


Honour of thy bleſſed Name. O reſtrain 
us from the Evils and Follies into which 
. we are prone to fall ; and quicken us to the 


Offices and Duties which we are averſe to 
perform. And grant that we may think 
and ſpeak, and will and do, the Things 
becoming the Children of our heavenly Fa- 
ther; and fo find the ſtrong Conſolation of 


thy gracious Acceptance in Jeſus Chriſt our 


Saviour; who, when we pray, Has gat 
us to o ay, Our &c. 
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1 Lorp Gop, that Heareſt Prayers, and 
art nigb to all that call upon thee in 
Truth, having thy Ears open to a World 
of Creatures, that continually depend up- 
on thee! As we are moved by our own Ne- 
ceſſities, ſo are we encouraged by the daily 
Experience of thy Mercies, ſtill to ſhelter 
_ ourſelves under the Shadow of thy Wings, 
and to continue our Suits and Supplicati- 
ons at the Throne of thy Grace. And we 
beg of thee, who faſhioneſt all the Hearts 
of the Sons of Men, that thou wilt prepare 
our Hearts to come into thy holy Preſence, 
and to call upon thy bleſſed Name, in a due 
and acceptable Manner. Ol pour upon us 
the Spirit of Grace and of Supplications; 
and let thy good Spirit help our Infirmitzes, 
and teach us to Pray, and to aſk ſuch 
Things, and in ſuch a Way, as ſhall be 
moſt agreeable to thy Will, and moſt ad- 
vantageous to our Souls. 
Me have taken upon us to ſpeak unto 
thee, the Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth, who are but poor Worms, and ſin- 
ful Duſt and Aſhes; that have too juſt 
Cauſe to be afraid, leſt our great and ma- 
nifold Sins had Provoked thee to hide thy 
Face from us, and to ſhut up thy Loving 
Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure againſt us. For we 
„„ have 
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have done fooliſhly and wickedly, in not 
hearkening to the Calls of thy Word, nor 
yielding to the Motions of thy Spirit, to 
walk in the Ways which the] haſt ſet be- 
fore us. Our Iniquities are increaſed over 
our Heads, our'Tre/paſs is grown even up 
to Heaven, and our Sins are a fore Burden, 
too grievous and heavy for us to bear. 
They are infinite Debts, and ſad Accounts; 
for which if thou, O Lord, ſhouldft enter 
into Judgment with us, we could not an- 
ſwer thee One of a Thouſand: But muſt lay 
our Hands upon our Mouths, and plead 
nothing but Gzilty, having our whole De- 
l upon thy Mercy. 

O God, be merciful to us, miſerable Sin- 
ners, for his Sake, whom thou haſt exalt- 
ed te be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Re- 
pentance to thy People, and Forgiveneſs of 

their Sins: Be merciful to us, we pray thee, 
and Heal our Souls, that have greatly ſinned 
againſt thee. O heal our Back-ſiidings, re- 
new us to Repentance, eſtabliſh our Hearts 
in thy true Fearand Love, and eftabliſh our 
Goings in thy holy Ways; that we may not 
be ſo wavering, and bent to Back- ſliding; 
nor revolt from thee to return to Folh, af- 


ter thou in Mercy haſt ſpoken Peace to our a 
Souls; but may go on conquering and to | 
conquer all the Enemies of our Souls, and 
and all the Hinderances of our Salvation, 
till Satan be bruiſed under our Feet. 
1 55 O thou 
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O thou God of all Grace! bring ſuch 
Thoughts to our Minds, and lay ſuch Con- 
ſideration home e upon our Hearts, 
as thou knoweſt moſt effectual to prevail 
with us, to- work us to thy Will, and to 
keep us from our Iniquity, within che Bounds 
of our Duty; till thou receive us into Jha, 
bleſſed Kingdom of thy Glory. And, 
the mean time, ſanctify to us all thy Beal. 
ings with us; and bleſs us in all our Un- 


dertakings, and in all our Conditions, 


Fruitions, and Relations. Make us hum 
ble in an high Eſtate, contented in a Low, 
and {till duly careful of our Souls in all: 
Following after the Things now, which 
will bring us the true Peace and Comfort at 
the laſt. 
_ Diſpoſe of us, we beſeech thee (our God) 
and 1 all that concerns us this Day, to the 
Clory of thy Name. O keep us at all 


1 Tires, and in all Places and Companies, 


from the Evil of Sin, and from all other 
_ Evils, to which the Greatneſs of our Sins 
does make us liable. And take thou, O 
heavenly Father, the gracious Charge and 
Guidance and Government of us; and fo 
lead as here in all our Ways, with thy 
Counſel, that hereafter thou may'lt receive 
us into thy Glory; through thy tender 
Mercies, and our Saviour's abundant Me- 
rits: In whoſe own Words, we beg all 

Things 
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Things needful for ourſelves and others, 


at thy Hands; 
Our Father, &c. 


_ A Fifth Morning-Prajer. 


Loxp our God! thy Name is moſt 
Excellent in all the Earth: Thou 


haſt ſet up thy Glory above the Heavens, 
and thou art worthy to be celebrated with 


everlaſting Praiſes of Men and Angels: For 
thou haſt created all Things, and for thy 


Pleaſure it is that they areand were created. 


Thy Hands, O Lord, have made us and 
faſhioned us, and thou haſt breathed into 
our Noſtrils the Breath of Life; yea, ſtill 

thou holdeſt our Souls in Life, and giveſt 


us every good Thing that makes our Lives 
a Bleſſing and Comfort to us. Thou haſt 
formed us for thyſelf, that we ſhould ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, and live to thy Glory, as 
we do continually live upon thy Bounty. 


But, O Lord cur God! we have not 
brought thee the Glory which thou haſt 


made us capable of, and ſo many Ways 


a e us to: Inſtead of that, O how great- 
iy have we diſhonoured thee our God, in 
t 


e whole Cant and Conduct of our 
Lives! Time after Time, fergetting our 


gracious Giverof all ourgood Things, who 
art never unmindful of us: And O how: 
| | ſoon 
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” ſoon have we been weary to do thee Ser- 


vice, who art never weary to do us God? 
Yea, we have not only neglected thy Work, 
but have been diſobedient againſt thy Word; 
and have taken bold Liberties, to go on 
after our own fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, in 
ſuch Ways of Living as thy Laws and our 
own Hearts diſallow and condemn us for. 
And for theſe Things we deſire to pour 
out our Hearts, and to humble our ſinful 
ſelves here before thee; intreating thy gra- 
cious Favour, for the Sake of that Mercy 
of thine in Chrift Feſus, which has moved 
thee to ſpare us ſo long, and to do fo 
much for us already, that thou wilt be 
pleas d to give us Repentance and Pardon 
for all that is paſt, wherein we have offend- 
ed thee; whether in omitting of our Duty, 
or failing 3 in it, or doing contrary to it. 
Howſoever we have tranſgreſſed, O hum-- 
ble us duly under the Senſe of it; and for 
thy dear Sox's Sake, abſolve us thoroughly | 
from the Guilt of it. | 

And ſtrengthen us, Good Lord, with 
Might by thy Spirit, in the Inner-Man to 
make us more watchful againſt, and more 
victorious over, the Corruption of our Na- 
ture, the Temptations of the Devil, and 
the Diſtractions and Allurements of this 
ſinful World wherein we live. O deſtroy 
in us every” vicious Inclination, every evil 
Habit, 
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Habit and rebellious Motion, that exalts it- 


ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and a- 


gainſt the Obedience of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


And increaſe and confirm in us, ſtill more 


and more, thy true Knowledge and Faith, 
and Fear, and Love; and every Grace of 
thy holy Spirit, which thou knoweſt to be 


moſt wanting in us, and neceſſary for us: 
Such as may make our Lives ſtill more 
comfortable to ourſelves, more profitable to 


others, and more to the Glory of thy Name. 
And however it goes with us, as to the 


Concerns of this preſent Time, O that we 


may {till be found in the Way of our Duty, 
fearing God, and working Righteouſneſs : 


That we may ſecure our Intereſt in the great 
Saviour of the World, ſo that when all here 


ſhall fail us, thou mayeſt take us up, and 


be the Strength of our Hearts, and our Por- 
tion for evermore. 
Day by Day we magnify thee, 0 Lord, 


who makeſt every Day (of our Lives) ſtill 

a further Addition to thy Mercies. We bleſs 
thee for our laſt Nights Preſervation and 
Protection, and for the Reſt and Refreſn- 


ment which thou haſt given us therein, O 
cauſe us to hear thy Loving-kindneſs in the 
Morning, for in thee do we truſt : Cauſe 
us to know the Way wherein we ſhall go, 
for we lift up our Souls to thee. Caſt us 


not away from thy Preſence take not thy 
Holy 
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Holy Spirit from us; but direct all our 


Ways to pleaſe thee our God, that thou 
 may'ſt crown us with Blei and good Suc- 


ceſs. Help us to ſee thy Power, to own thy 
Preſence, to admire thy Wiſdom, and to love 
thy Goodneſs, in all thy Creatures. And 


by all the Comforts of Creatures, O draw 
our Hearts ſtill nearer to thyſelf, the bleſſed 


Creator of every Comfort; and let our Me- 


diations of God be ſweet as well as frequent, 


that delighting ourſelves in the Lord, thou 
may'ſt give unto us the Defires of our 


Hearts. Such thy Mercy and Grace we 

beg for ourſelves, and all ours, and thine, 
every where, in our great Mediator's Form 
of Prayer, Our Father, &c. 


A Sixth Merning-Prayer. 


L7E do here preſent ourſelves this 


Morning before thy heavenly glo- 
rious Majeſty, moſt bleſſed Lord our God, 
with the Deſire of our Souls, to pay unto 


thee that Tribute of Homage and Service, 
and Prayer and Praiſe, which thou haſt 


made us capable of, and every Way obligd 
us to. We deſire to perform the ſame in 


ſucha Manner, that thou may'ſt mercifully 


accept us and our Services, at the Hands of 


Feſus Chriſt. In his great Name we come 
to thee, at thy Command, and worſhip here 
| | my at 
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Peace, the Increaſe of thy Grace, and the 
Tokens of thy Love. For we are not wor- 
thy that thou ſhouldſt, in any way of 
Mercy, take notice of us, or be intreated 
by us: But worthy is the Lamb of God, ſlain 


at thy Foolſtool, to beg thy Pardon and 


to take away the Sins of the World, for 


whoſe Sake thou ſhouldſt mercifully look 


upon us; for he has fulfilled thoſe holy 


Laws which we have broken, and perfect- 


ly fatisfied the Juſtice of Heaven, for all 


our Breaches of em. And in him thou 


art a Geg gracious, and merciful to poor 


Sinners, who deſerve nothing from thee, 
but to be ſorſaken and abhorred by thee. 
Unto us belong Shame and Confufion of 


Face for our Sins, and fearful Expefation 


of all the Judgments and Miſeries which 
thy holy Laws "denounce againſt Sinners : 
If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme, to 


mark what we have done amiſs; if thou 


ſhouldſt deal with us, and proceed againſt 
us, as in Juſtice chou mighcelt. 


But, OGracious Father, regard not what 
we have done againſt thee, but what our 


bleſſed Saviour has done for us; not what 
we have made ovr/efves, but what he is 
made of thee our Ged unto vs. And O 


that Chriſt may be to every one of our 


Souls (what he is to all thy faithful People) 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, and Sanctiſicatiun 


and 
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and Redemption ; that his precious Blood 


may cleanſe us from all our Sins; and that 


the Grace of thy Holy Spirit may further, 


renew, and ſanctify our Souls, and ſubdue 
our Iniquities, and mortify our Luſts; and 

uicken us to, and enable us for, the Per- 
formance of all Duties of thy holy Service. 


O let not Sin reign in our mortal Bodies, 
that we ſhould obey it in the Luſt thereof. 
Loet there be no Sin in us, but what is felt 


and hated, bewailed and reſiſted by us: 

And let us approve our very Hearts to 
thee, the Searcher of em; and all our 
Ways ſtill pleaſing in thy holy Sight. 


O teach us to know thee our Gd; and 


enable us to do thy Will as we ought to 


do. Give us Hearts to fear thee, and love 


thee: to truſt and delight in thee, and to 
adhere and cleave in Faithfulneſs unto thee. 


That no Temptations may draw us, nor 


any Tribulations drive us from thee : But 
that all thy Diſpenſations to us, and all thy 
Dealings with us, may be the Meſſengers of 
thy Love to our Souls, to bring us ſtill 


nearer to thy Bleſſed Self, and to make us 


ſtill fitter for thy heavenly Kingdom. Quick- 


en us, O Lord, in our Dulneſs, that we 


may not ſerve thee in a lifeleſs and liſtleſs 
Manner: But may abound in thy Work, 


and be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. 


And make us alſo faithful in all the Of- 
fices of Intercourſe with our Neighbours ; 
2 5 5 _ that 


28 Morning-Prayer ES 
that we may be ready to do Good, and 
bear Evil, and forbear Revenge; and be 
juſt and kind, merciful and meek, peace- 
able and patient, ſober and temperate, 
humble and ſelf-denying, inoffenſive and 
uſeſul in the World. That fo glorifying 
thee here upon Earth, we may, at our De- 
parture hence, enter into the Joy of our 
Lord; and be for ever glorified in thy Hea- 
venly Kingdom. 

O thou that haſt kept us alive to this 
Day, and haſt been ſtill good and kind to 
us all our Days, renew thy Mercy to us (we 
beſeech thee) together with this Morning 
Light And as thou makeſt the Outgoings 


of the Morning and Evening to rejoice: So 


lift up the Light of thy Countenance upon 
us, and make us glad with the Tokens of 


thy Love, and thou that art ever preſent 
with us, O make us ever well aware of thy 


Preſence, that we may duly remember thee 
in all our Mays, and wiſely and piouſly de- 
mean ourſelves in all our Affairs. Be with 


us, good Lord, at our going out, and our 


coming in : Andlet thy Grace follow us this 
Day, and all the Days of our Life. Be thou 
our GuideuntoDeath, in Death our Comfort, 


and after Death our Portion and Happineſs 


everlaſting. O hear us from Heaven, thy 


Dwelling-placez and, when thou hearett, 


have mercy : Forgive the Sins of our Per- 
ſons, and the Sins of our Prayers: And do 
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for a Family. 29 
more for us, than we are worthy to expect 
at thy Hands, for his Sake, who alone 1s 
worthy: In whoſe comprehenſive Words 
we ſum up all our Deſires, Our Father, &c. 


A Seventh Morning-Prayer. 


on Gop Almighty, thou art the 
i Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven and 


Earth, againſt whom all our Sins have been 


committed, by whom alone they can be 


pardoned, our Iniquities ſubdued, our Souls 


/anttified, and all our Wants and Neceſſities | 


ſupplied. Thou art able, and alſo ready, to 


hear and help, to bleſs and ſave thy People, 
that look up unto thee, and wait and call, 
and depend upon thee. We have none to 
repair to, for Remedy againſt the Els 


of our Sins, but unto thee, the great God, 


againſt whom we have greatly /ancd : 
Who delighteſt to ſhew Mercy to the Mi- 
ſerable; and loveſt the Occaſions of glor:- 


tying thy Compaſſion, in helping us out 
of thoſe Streights and Perplexities, into 
which our Sinus have ca tus; from which all 
the World elſe cannot ſave us. We come, 
Lord, begging that Mercy, which, thou 


knoweſt, we extremely want, and Grace 


to help in Time of our Need. We beg 
the ſame, for the Sake of thy infinitely 
beloved Son, our moſt worthy prevailing 
Advocate; whoſe Blood alone is of Virtue 
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30 Morning-Prayer, &c. 


and Value ſufficient to fetch out all the 


Stains, wherewith our Sins have defiled 
our Souls. 


We are unclean, Lord, we are une leaf: : 


O how abominable at the worft, and how 
imperfect at the very beſt : But if thou look 


upon us in the Son of thy eternal Love, thou 


wilt not ah our guilty Souls. And to 
prepare us for the Mercies of that Saviour, 
which thou haſt prepared for our Souls, O 


make us to feel the Burden and the Bitter- 


ol of our Sins: And help us fo to find 
them out, to our Repentance and Reforma- 
tion; that they may never find us out to our 
Ruin and Deſtruction. Holy Father! Carry 


on with Power thy Viclory over our Cor- 


ruptions, and the Work of Faith and 
Grace, and Sanctification in our Souls. 


Quicken us, O Lord our God, and tir us 
up to thy Work; and help and 4½%iſt us in 


the Performance of all Duties lying upon 
us, which of ourſelves thou knoweſt how 
unable we are to perform. O thou that 


worketh in us to will and to do, of thy 
good Pleaſure, be pleaſed to ordain Peace 


for us, as thou haſt alſo wrought all our 
Works in us. Eſtabliſh the Thing, O God, 
which thou haſt wrought for us: andgo on 
to work mightily upon our Hearts by thy 


Grace, till our Souls are fitted for the eter- 
nal Enjoyment of thy Glory. 


Dear 
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| Evening- Prayer, &c. 31 
Dear Lord, thy Mercies are freſh and 


new to us every Morning. We laid us down 


and ſlept, and again awak'd; for thou haſt 


ſuſtained us, and kept us from the Terrors 


of the Night, and from all ſad Accidents, 


to riſe in Peace and Safety. Glory be to 
' thee O God of our Salvation, who art ſtill. 


ſo mindful of us, and merciful to us, Go 


on, we pray thee, to be good to us this 
Day, and teach us how to carry ourſelves, 


and to order all our Aﬀairs. O direct our 
Undertakings, and proſper our Endeavours. 
Rule our Hearts in thy Fear and Love, and 


our Lives to thy Honour and Praiſe. 0 


keep us from Evil, and help us to do that 
which is Goed and pleaſing to our God, 


Y through Jeſus Chriſt. Give us, Lord, all 


that we have aſked as we ſhould, forgive 
us all that we have aſked amiſs,..and give 


us all elſe needful, that we ſhould have 
aſked; which we continue to beg, in the 


comprehenſive Words of thy dear Son, 


Our Father, &c. 


Evening-Prayer jor a Family. 


\ Loxp our Cd] Thou art infinitely 
Great, and infinitely Good. Thy 


: Glory is above all our Thoughts, and thy 
Mercies are over all thy //orks. And above 


all thy Mercies, have we cauſe to admire, 
and bleſs, and praiſe thee, for thoſe 
C 4 Mercies 


1 
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Mercies which, in ſo large a Meaſure, and 
eſpecial Manner, thou haſt been pleaſed 


ſtill to vouchſafe unto us, who are the daily 
O-jefis of thy Bounty, and do continue 
fil] the living Monuments of thy Goodnels, 
Where thy glorious Perfections check and 
forbid our Approaches, thy gracious Attri- 
6utes do invite and encourage our Applica- 


tions unto thee, and embolden us to look 


upon thee, as our moſt kind and merciful 
Father in Jeſus Chriſt, And though we 


have great and many Sins to confels, yet 
will we confeſs them, in hopes of thy Par- 
don of em, and of Power from on High, 


to enable us againſt *em, 
Thou didſt create us, O Lord, after thy 


own bleſſed Image, in an holy and happy 
Eſtate: But we have made ourſelves vile 
and miſerable, quite unlike the things 


which at firſt we came out of thy Hands ; 


averſe to Good, prone to Evil, and fo very 
full of Provocation, that it is thy wonder- 


ful Patience with us, and Loving-kindneſs 
to us, that thou haſt not, long before this 
time, cut us off in our Sins, and ſhut us 


up under final Deſpair of thy Mercy. But 


thou haſt ſo far declared thy Willingneſs 


to be reconciled even to thy Enemies, that 
thou haſt ſent thy only Son into the World, 
upon the great Errand of our Salvation: 
That whoſoever. believe in him, ſhould 


not 
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not periſh in their Sins, but have ever- 
laſting Life, for his Sake. O Lord, we 
believe; help our Unbelief : And give us 
the true Repentance towards God, and the 
right Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that 


we may be of the Number of thoſe who 


do indeed repent and believe, to the ſav- 
ing of the Soul. 


And fave us, O good Lord, from our. 
ſinful Selves, and from the Love and Courſe 
of this preſent evil World, and from every 
{elf-deſtroying Way which we are tempted 


to follow. Make us a Way to eſcape out 
of all the Snares of Temptation, where- 
with we have been entangled and held, 
and fore let and hindered in running the 
Race ſet before us. And make thy Ways 


N plain before us, and ſo full of Invitations to 


us, that we may be thoroughly convinced 


of their Goodneſs and Excellence, and re- 
ſolvedly give up ourſelves to follow them: 


That our own Experience in the way of 


Godlineſs may be more to keep and engage 
us toit, than all Allurements and Diſcou- 
ragements in the World to put us beſide 


it. Eſtabliſh, O Lord, and ſtrengthen and 


ſettle us; that going forth in thy Strength 


we may do thy Will to all well-pleaſing; 
and continue in thy Fear and Love to our 


Lives End. 
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Which Things we beg not for ourſelves 
alone, but alſo in behalt of all whom we 
ought to intreat thy Mercy for in our Pray- 
ers. O bring nigh unto thee all thoſe that 
are yet afar off; and make manifeſt the Sa- 
vour of thy Knowledge in every Place: 
Thar ſuch as yet fit in Darkneſs and the *_ 
Shadow of Death, may come to ſee tile 
Light of thy Truth, and the Joy of thy Sal- 

vation. O that every one who names the 
Name of Chriſt may depart from Iniquity, 

and ſo live up to their high and holy Pro- 

feſſion, that they may give no juſt Occa- 
ſion to the Enemies of the Lordto blaſpheme; © 
but adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things, and put to ſilence the Igno- 
rance of fooliſh Men by well-doing. 

Be gracious and favourable, O Lord, in 
eſpecial manner to that Part of thy Church, 
which thou haſt planted in this and the 
neighbouring Nations whereto we belong. 
Ariſe, O God, and plead thy own Cauſe, 
and maintain thy true and holy Religion, 
which thou haſt ſo long and ſo wonderfully 
own'd and aſſerted among us. O let not 
the Enemies of thy Church ever have 
Cauſe to ſay, that they have prevailed a- 
gainſt thy People: 55 let all that do /- 
poule thy Cauſe, and ſtand up for the Ho- 
nour and Defence of thy Truth, be till 
pre evalent ang proſperous in all their pious 
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Deſigns and {till have Cauſe to ſay, The 


Lord be magnified, who has Pleaſure in the 


Proſperity of his Servants. 
Bleſs, with choiceſt of thy Bleſſings, 


the King, whom thou haſt put in Authority 


over us * O Lord protect his Perſon, direct 
his Councils, make his Government {till eaſy 


and happy, both to himſelf and us; and 


proſper all his Undertakings and Endea- 
vours for his own Honour, and for the pul- 


lic Safety, Peace and Welfare, Give all 


Magiſtrates Wiſdom and Courage to defend 


the Truth, and do Right to all. Make 
Miniſters an Enſample to the Flock, in all 
Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs of 


Living: And eſtabliſh us all an holy People 
to thylelt; granting us one Heart, and one 
Way, that we may all agree in the ſame 


Faith, and to adorn it with a ſuitable Life. 
Comfart all that want the Comforts which 


we do enjoy: And apply thyſelf in a Way 
of agreeable Mercy, to the ſeveral Necel- 
{ities and Calamities of all thy aflicted Ones, 


whereſoever or howſoever they are tried. 


Remember, with the Favour which thou 
beareſt to thy People, all our Friends and 


Benefafors, our Kindred after the Fleſh, 
and whoever are dear to us on any other 
Account. Make them, O Lord, fuch as 
thou wouldeſt have them, and ſuch as, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, thou wilt mercifully accept of 
them, hear to thy gracious Favour, and 
ns 6 here- 
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hereafter to thy glorious Kingdom. Forgive 


our Enemies, and turn their Hearts; and 


turn ours to forgive them. And direct all 


our Ways to pleaſe thee, that thou may'ſt 


make even our Enemies to be at Peace 
with us. 

| Hear us, O God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh ! Hear us for ourſelves and others; 
others for themſelves and us: And hear the 


Son of thy Love, the Lover of our Souls, 


for us, and all the Members of thy Church 
Militaat here on Earth, whereof Chriſt 


Feſus in Heaven is the glorious Head. For 


him, and to him, with thine eternal Seh, 


moſt holy Father, and the bleſſed Spirit of 


thee our Guide and Comforter, be all 


Thanks, and Praiſe, and Honour, and 


Glory, humbly and heartily render'd and 


aſcrib'd of us, and all thy People, now 


and for evermore. Amen. 
Another Evening-Prayer fer a Family. 


UR ever: bleſſed and moſt gracious 
God! Thou art the Lord and Giver 

of our Lives and Hopes, and of all our 
Enjoyments and Comforts. To thee we do 
owe ourſelves, and all that ever we are ca- 
pable of rendering and aſcribing. For by 
thee, O Lord, we were created, and had 
our Being; and through thy g good Provi- 

dence it is, that we ſtill have been ſpared 
and 
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and preſerved, and cared and provided for, 
throughout our whole Lives, unto this pre- 


ſent Ti ime. From thee, our God, comes all 
our Help, and in thee is repoſed all our 


Hope. Thou art the bountiful Giver of all 
the Good that our Souls deſire, and the 


merciful With-holder of all the Evil that 

our Sins deſerve. We acknowledge thy 
great and daily Goodneſs to us, and our own 
_ exceeding unworthineſs of the leaſt of all 


thy Mercies. We take Shame and Con- 


fuſion to ourſelves, that we have fo little 


improved, and ſo greatly abuſed, all thy 


Patience with us, and all the various In- 


ſtances of thy Bounty to us. For even thy 
Mercies help to inflame the heavy Reckon- 
ing of our Offences, becauſe we have done 
ſo much againſt thee, after all the great 
Things thou haſt done for us. We deſire, 
O Lord, to be penitent, and humbled for 
our Sins; and. to intreat thy gracious Fa- 


vour, in Jeſus Chriſt, for the Pardon of 


them. Forgive us, we pray thee (for his 


Sake) all the Sins that ever we have com- 
mitted againſt thee, and abſolve us from 
all the Evil whereof we now ſtand guilty 


before the And being juſtified by Faith, 


grant us Peace with God, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


And as we pray, that thou wilt be to us 
a Father of Mercies, and a God of Conſola- 
tion; ſo that chou wilt make us Followers 


of 


38 Evening-Prayer 
of Cod, as dear Children; ever jealous over 
our Hearts, and watchful over our Ways; 
continually fearing to fend, and endeavour- 


ing to pleaſe thee ; and keeping our Hearts 
with all Diligence, that they may not be 


hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 


Thou knoweſt,,O Lord, our Weakneſs, and 


our Danger of Temptations; our Danger 


from the cruel, ſubtle Euemy of our Souls; 
and from this preſent World, that is fo tull 
of Snares; and from our own vile Fleſh, 
and deceitful Hearts, ſo apt to betray us in- 
to the Enemies Hands: We pray therefore, 


Good Lord, that thou wilt arm us with the 


whole Armour of God, and uphold us with 
thy free Spirit, and watch over us for good 
evermore. Eſpecially in the Times of our 
ſoreſt Trials, let us experience the ſtrongeſt 


Aids of thy heavenly Grace, that we may 


never fall a miferable Prey to thoſe deadly 
Enemies that ſeek to devour us. 
And teach us, our God, to know the Day 
df Grace, and the Time 'of our Viſitation, 
and to fee the Things of our Peace, and duly 


to mind and ſettle the great eternal Affairs 


of our Souls, in this our Day, before they 


be hid from our Eyes. And while we have 


Time, O enable us to uſe and improve it, to 
thoſe great Ends for which thou art pleaſed 


to put that precious Talent into our Hands, 

that we may make the ſhort and uncertain 
Stay which we have here, an Opportunity 
ot 
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of ſecuring to ourſelves a ſure and ever- 
laſting Well-being, when we ſhall depart 
trom hence. „„ 
And ſeeing thou art pleaſed yet to hold 
our Souls in Life, and to make us find and 


feel, by every Day's Experience, how abun- 
dantly gracious and merciful thou art (with 


much Patience and Long: ſuffering endur- 


ing us, and with Loving-Kinaneſs and ma- 
nifold Bleſſings ſtill preventing and follow- 
ing us.) O give us Hearts more ſenſible of 
thy Love, more affected with thy Mercy, 


and more thankful tor thoſe continued Fa- 
vours which thou art pleaſed to multiply 
upon us. And help us to ſhew forth thy 
Praiſe, and the Truth of our Thanks, not 


only in ſpeaking good of the Name of Ged, 


but ſo ordering our Converſations as be- 


comes the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


And to thy Mercy in him, moſt merci- 
ful Fatber, we do now humbly recommend 
ourſelves, and all that we are, and have, 


this preſent Night; beſeeching thee to pre- 


ferve and defend, and bleſs and keep us, 
both in Soul and Body, from all Evils and 
Dangers, to which the Weakneſs of our 


Frame, and the Greatneſs of our Sins, do 


expoſe us. And grant us ſuch comfortable 
Repoſe, whereby our frail Nature may be re- 
froſbed, and our decayed Strength recovered, 


that we may riſe again better fitted and en- 


abled to ſerve thee according to thy Will, 


in 


40 Evening-Prayer 


in all the Duties of the following Day, if 


thou ſhalt be pleaſed to make Addition of 


another Day to our Lives. And as thou 


addeſt Days and Mercies, be pleaſed alſo 
to add Repentance and Amendment, to our 
Lives ; that, as we come nearer to our Ends, 


we may be made ſtill fitter to the Enjoyment 
of thy Heavenly Kingdom; that every Day 


may bring us ſtill ſo much nearer to thoſe 
everlaſting Joys and Glories which thou haſt 
prepared for them that love thee. And for 
all the good Things that ever we have had, 


and do at preſent enjoy, and yet hope for, : 
from thy bountiful Hands, thine, O bleſſed . 


glorious Lord our God, be the Praiſe, and 
Honour, and Glory, offered up with all 
grateful Hearts, by us, and thy whole 
| Church, now and for evermore. Amen. 


A Third Erening-Proyer 


Lox! | thou art our gracious God, 
our chiefeſt Good, and our moſt mer- 


ciful Father in Jeſus Chrift : In whole great 


Name, and prevailing Mediation, alone it 


is, that we, who have multiplied our Of- 


fences againſt thee, are encouraged ſtill to 
preſent our Perſons, and our Prayers here 
before thee. It is a Privilege which we muſt 
acknowledge ourſelves utterly unworthy to 
enjoy, that thou ſhouldit admit us into thy 
Service, yea, into Fellowſvip with thy bleſſed 
Self. 
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Self. We durſt not appear in the Preſence 


of ſuch a holy glorious Majeſty, in our 


own Names, or truſting in any Merits or 
Righteouſneſs | in our ſelves; being conſcious 
to ſo much of our Sin and Guilt, as may 


make us aſhamed to come before thy Face, 

and to tremble for fear of thy Judgments. 
But we come in the Name and Mediation 
of thy dear Son, whom thou doſt infinitely | 

love above all, who has fully ſatisfied thy 


Julſtice for our Sins, and does continually 


interceed at thy Right-hand for our Souls; 
whom thou delighteſt to honour in ſparing, 
accepting, and ſaving, Poor unworthy Sin- 


ners upon his Account. O deliver us, moſt 
gracious Lord, ſor his Sake, from all our 
Tranſgreſſions, for which our Hearts con- 


demn us; and from all, of which thou, 


that art greater than our Hearts, knoweſt 


us to be guilty. And ſeal to us a full Par- 
don, in his moſt precious Blood, which 
ſpeaks better Things in our Behalf, than 


we are able to do ourlelves, in all our 
Prayers. 


And may the time paſt of our Lives ſuf. 


fice to have lived to ourſelves, and to have 


ſerved our own Luſts and Pleaſures. O put 
an End to all our preſumptuous and treache- 
rous Dealings with thy heavenly All- ſeeing 


Majeſty; and grant us new and clean, hum- 


ble and contrite Hearts, to zremble at thy 


Word and Preſence, and to hate and aban- 
--fgon 
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don all our fooliſh and ſinful Miſdoings. 
And wilt thou engage to thyſelf, O bleſſed 


Lord, the beſt and frequenteſt Thoughts of 


our Minds, the chief and choiceſt Affections 
of our Hearts, and the main Tendency and 
Activity of our Souls O let us be taken 
up with ſuch Content and Delight in At- 
| tendance upon thee, and Communion with 
thee, that the moſt tempting Things of 
this World may not pull us down into an 
inordinate or immoderate Love of them 
nor diſturb and hinder us in the Purſuit of 


what our Faith foreſees, and what thy Love 


has prepared for, and promiſed to, thy 
Do 1 55 


Hear us, O Lord, for ourſelves, and let 


our Supplications alſo aſcend before thee, 
in the Behalf of all Men living. Send thy 


Word, and the Means of Grace, to ſuch as 


are yet deſtitute of them; and make them 


efficacious, and the Savour of Life, to thoſe 


that do enjoy them. Convert the Uncon- 
verted, and perfect thy good Work where 


thou haſt begun it. Give a Check from 


Profaneneſs, Vice, and Un- 


Heaven to a i 
godlineſs, that preſumptuous Sinners may 


be aſbamed, and the Wickedneſs of the 


Wicked may come to an End. O make 


thy Church to increaſe and flouriſh, and thy 
Servants to prevail and rejoice. Be gracious 


and favourable to this our native Land, to 


the Head and Governors, and to all the in- 
ferior 
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ferior and particular Members of it. O do 
thou rule all our Rulers, counſel all our 
Counſellors, teach all our Teachers, and ' 
turn and order all the public Affairs, to the 4 
Glory of thy Name, and to the Welfare of (| 
this Church and State wherein we live. A- 
| vert from us, good Lord, we beſeech thee, 
5 the Judgments which we feel or fear, con- 
tinue to us the Bleſſings and Comforts for 
our Boates, and eſpecially the Helps and 
Advantages for our Souls, which through 
thy Favour, we do enjoy. And hotwith- 
ſtanding all the Devices of the Enemies of 
our Peace, and all the great and crying 
Provocations of our Sins, O be thou ſtill 
our God, and let us be thy People. 

Think Thoughts of Pity and Compaſſion 
to all the Sons and Daughters of Afliction. 
O /an#ify thy fatherly Corrections to them, 
ſupport them under their ſeveral Burthens, 

3 and in thy good Time deliver them from 

FR all the Preſſures that are upon them. Be good 

Y to all our Friends and Neighbours, reward 
our Benefactors, bleſs our Relations with 
the beſt of. thy Bleſſings, making them near 

to thyſelf by Grace, as they are to us by 
Alliance. Preſerve us from our Enemies, and 
reconcile them both to us and to thyſeltf. 

O that all the Habitations of Chriſtiaus may I 
be Houſes of Prayer, and be thou eſpeci- Þ} 
ally kind to the ſeveral Families where thy 
bleſſed Name is called upon. Let thy hea- 


venly' 
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venly Bleſſings, and thy ſaving Grace de- 


ſcend and reſt upon us here in this Family. 


O guide us, and keep us; make us wiſe and 
faithful in our Duty, and proſperous and 
bleſſed in the [/ue. Bleſs all our preſent 
Eſtates to us, and fit us all for whatſoever 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to call us to. O teach 
us how to want, and how to abound; and 
both in a proſperous and a ſuffering Condi- 
tion, ſecure our Hearts to thyſelf, and make 
us ever to approve ourſelves ſincere and 
faithful in thy Service... 
And now, O Lord, be pleaſed to accept 
our Evening-Sacriſice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, to thee the Father of Mercies, and 
Fountain of all Goodneſs, for the Mercies of 
the Day paſt, and fof thy great Mercy and 
Goodneſs that has hitherto followed us all 
the Days of our Life. For our Lives have 
been filled ith thy Mercies, and thou haſt 
abounded towards us in Loving-kindnefs, 
and Variety of thy ſweet and comfortable 
Bleſſings, pertaining to this World and a 
better; paſſing by our innumerable S hs, as 
if thou ſaweſt them not, thou goeſt on ſtill 
to oblige us with new Favours. O dear Lord, 
imprint and preſerve upon our Hearts a 
lively grateful Senſe and Remembrance of 
all thy Kindneſs unto us, that our Souls may 
bleſs thee, and all that is within us may 
praiſe thy holy Name. Yea, let us give 
thee Thanks from the Ground of the Heart, 
1 and 
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and praiſe our Cod, whilſt we have our 
Being. And for all thy Patience with us, 
thy Care over us, and thy continual Mercy 
to us, bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord God, 
our heavenly Father: And unto thee be 
all Thanks and Praiſe, and Love and Obe- 
dience, and Honour and Glory offered by 


us, and all thine every where, now and 
. evermore. Amen. 


A Fourth Evening-Prayer, 
\ Lox, the infinite, incomprehenſible 


God, who waſt before all, art above 
all, and wilt be for ever the ſame, when 


Time ſhall be no more ! Thou haſt Hea- 
ven for thy Throne, and the Earth for thy 
Footſtool; and all the Things in both, con- 
tinually in thy Light, and at thy Diſpoſal, 
Thou art the Searcher of our Hearts, and 
the Overſeer of our whole Lives, here and 


every where preſent ; and now and ever- 
more thou ſeeſt us, and compaſſeth our 


Path, and our lying down, and art tho- 


roughly acquainted with all our Ways. Thou 
knoweſt, O Lord, the Dulneſs and Hard- 
neſs, the Vanity and Deceitfulneſs of our 
Hearts; how much ado we have to bring 
and keep them in an holy Frame, fit to at- 


tend upon thy heavenly Majeſty. For that 


we were born Sinners, and ſo have lived, 
and continued; and by Cuſtom of ſinning, 
and 
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and ſtill adding Sin unto Sin, we have 
made ourſelves more the Children of //rath 
than we were by Nature; tranſgreſſing thy 
holy, good and righteous Laws, abuſing 
thy great and maaifpld Mercies, tempting 
thy Patience, deſpiſing thy Goodneſs, of- 


fending thee more, even for thy Long- 


forbearance with us, and making the very 


Abundance of thy Grace our Encouragement 


to continue in our Sins. So that the leaſt 
of all thoſe Mercies which we do enjoy, 
is far above any thing that we have Rea- 
ſon to expect, at the Hands of that 2d 
whom we have ſo greatly provoked. And 
juſtly mighteſt thou, O Lord, withdraw 
thy tender Mercies from us, and pour out 
thy Wrath and Indignation to the utter- 
moſt upon us; making us to find and feel, 


by wotul Experience, what an evil and bit- 
ter Thing it is to treſpaſs upon thee, as 
we have done. Thou mighteſt make us 


experience the ſame, in the Place of Tor- 
ment, and outer Darkneſs, where is weep- 
ing and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, 
and from whence there is no Redemption, 


But thou art a God of wonderful Pa- 
tience, to bear with Sinners; and a Ged of 


infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, to forgive 
the Sins of all them that are penitent. 
Thou haſt ſaid, That if the Wicked for- 


ſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man 


his Thoughts, and return to the Lord, 
thou 
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thou wilt have Mercy upon him, and abun- 


dantly pardon. But, O Lord, thou knoweſt 


that without thee we cannot ſo much 


as come unto thee, unleſs thou meet us 


with thy heavenly Grace, and help us 
with thy Almighty A/tance. We humbly. 


beg, therefore, that thou wilt be graciouſly | 
pleaſed to ſtretch forth thy powerful and 


merciful Hand, to looſe the captive Chain 
wherein our Sins have entangled our Souls. 


And let it be thy gracious Pleaſure, O 
bleſſed Lord, to ſet us free from every 


Weight of Sin, and Yoke of Bondage, that 


lies heavy upon our Souls, and unfits us 


to ſerve thee with that Sincerity, and 
Readineſs, and Gladneſs, which thou re- 
quireſt of thy People. O help us ſo to ſee 


and feel, ſo to hate and bewail, and con- 
feſs and forſake our Sins, that we may 
have the well grounded Apprehenſion, and 


the comfortable Perſuaſion of thy Forgive- 
neſs of them; thy Acceptance of us, and 


- 


eternal Love. - 
And for his Sake, wilt thou grant us, O 


thy Love to us, in the bleſſed Son of thy 


Lord, the Increaſe of thy Grace, and ſuch 
Aids of thy holy Spirit, as may enable us 
- againſt our Sins, and fit us for all the Du- 
ties of thy Service; which either we have 


neglected, or but unduly and faultily per- | 


formed. That we may ſerve thee, our God, 
ſincerely, without Hypocriſy ; chearfully, 


with- 
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without Dulneſs; univerſally, without Par- 


tiality; and conſtantly, without falling a- 
way, or being weary of Well- doing. Thou 


art not weary to do us Geed; O let us ne- 


ver be weary to do thee Service. But as 
thou haſt Pleaſure in the Proſperity of thy 
Servants, ſo let us take Pleaſure in the Ser- 
vice of our Lord; and abound in thy 
Work, and in thy Love and Praiſe, ever- 
more. O ll up all that is wanting, and 


reform whatever is amiſs in us, and perfect 
that which concerns us; making us ſuch 
in our Hearts, and in our Lives, towards 
thee our God; that we may obtain thy 


bleſſed Peace here, and thy heavenly Glory 


| hereafter. And be thou pleaſed to grant 


us now (out of the Riches of thy Grace) 
the comfortable Senſe of thy gracious 
Acceptance of us, and thy merciful Inten- 
tions towards us. O ſpeak Peace to our 
Conſciences, and ſay to our Sguls, thou art 


our Salvation; that we may look upon 
| thee, our God, as a reconciled Father to us 


in Feſus Chriſt, 


In his great Naw, and prevailing Me- 


diation, we enlarge our Petitions, in Behalf 


of the whole Race of Mankind, that are 
now with us alive upon Earth. O that all 
the Ends of the World may remember 
themſelves, and turn to the Lord, and ſee 


the Salvation of our God! Do good, * B 


God, in thy good Pleaſure, to Zion, and 
build 
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build thou the Walls of Jeruſalem, that we 


may ſee the Good of it all the Days of our 
Life. Continue thy Mercies to this ſinful 


Land, whereof we are ſinful Members. 
Teach us to know the Meaning of thy Di/- 


penſations to us; and help us to improve 
by all thy Dealings with us. O turn all our 
Hearts to thee, as the Heart of one Man: 


And reform all our Lives, according to the 


holy Pattern and Precepts of our Lord; 
that thou may*ſt cauſe thy Anger towards 
us to ceaſe; and go on {till to take Care 
of us, and never leave nor forſake us. 

Bleſs abundantly the King's Majeſty, who 


| - now {ways the Sceptre of theſe Realms. 0 


Lord preſerve his Life, prolong his Days, 


and proſper his Government. Give him the 


Hearts of his Subjects, and the Necks of his 


Enemies. Make him the Rejoicing of thy 


People, and a Terror only to Evil Doers. 
O continue him long a zealous Defender of 


the Faith, a Promoter of thy Fear, and 4/- 
'. fertor of all our Rights, that under his 
Shadow we may be in Peace and Safety, 


d 


7 


enjoying the Liberty of the Goſpel, and the 
free Profeſſion and Eſtabliſhment of thy 
true and holy Religion: And grant unto all 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters continual Sup- 
plies of all needful Gifts and Graces of thy 
holy Spzrit, for the conſcionable and the com- 
fortable Diſcharge of their ſeveral Places. 
O bring all our Nezghbours near to thy ſelf, 
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and be thou a Friend to all our Friends, a 
Father to the Fatherleſs, a Huſband to the 
Widow, a Refuge to the Oppreſſed, a Phy- 
 fician to the Sick, a Helper to the Friend- 
leſs, a God of Conſolation to the Diſtreſs'd 
and Sorrowful, whatever be their Trouble 
and Affliction, O leſs to us, whatever 
thou art pleaſed to allot us, and ever 
thing that befals us. Make all work for 
our Good; to build us up in thy Grace, and 
to help us on to thy Glory. 

And as thou haſt been good and kind to 
us the Day paſt, and throughout our whole 
Lives: (for which we deſire, O Lord, 
humbly and thankfully to admire thy Love, 


and to bleſs thy Name:) So we beg that we 1 


may experience the Cpntinuance of thy gra- 
cious Goodneſs to us, and thy fatherly Care 


over us, this preſent Night. O preſerve 


and defend, and bleſs and keep us, that 
no Evil may befal us, nor any Plague come 
nigh our Dwelling. Give us Sleep and 
Keſt to retreſh and {ſtrengthen us for thy 
Service, and our Duty : And prepare us, 
O Lord, for our laſt Sleep in Death, and 
for our Departure out of this mortal Life, 
and thoſe great Accounts that we muſt make 
before the Judgment-Seat of Feſus Chriſt. 
O inſtruct us, and affiſt us, in that great 


Work of Preparation for our everlaſting 


Condition: That we may) in this only 
Time of Preparation) finiſh the great Wor 
whic 
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vhich thou haſt given us to do, before the 
Night of Death overtake us, wherein we 
cannot work. That whenever thou ſhalt 
| be pleaſed to give us the Summons of Death, 
we may find nothing to do but to die, and 
chearfully reſign our Spirits into thy gra- 
cious Hands, who gaveſt them to us, 
through the Riches of thy Grace, and the 
Worthineſs of thy Son; in whoſe Merits 
alone we truſt, and for all that he has ſo 
wonderfully effected, to recover and help 
us, and to obtain eternal Redemption for 
us, to thy Name, O bleſſed God of our 
Salvation, be the Praiſe, and Honour, and 
Glory, given by us and all thy People, 
from this Time forth for evermore. Amen. 


A Fifth Evening- Prayer. 


FN Losn, we deſire to ſeek thy Face, 
and to wait upon thee, in the Duties 
of thy Worſhip, intreating thy gracious 
Favour with our whole Hearts, that we 
may do all as we ought, with good Accep- 
tance to our God. And to whom ſhould 
we make our Applications, but unto thee, 
the Father of Mercies, and the Fountain of 
all Googneſs, who art able to do exceeding; 
abundantly for us, even above all that we 
aſk or think; and who haſt declared thy 
Willingneſs to be importuned and ſollicited 
by us; and thy Readineſs to hear, and help, 
15 D 2 
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and anſwer us, in thoſe Things which we 
beg at thy gracious and bountiful Hands, 
in the Name and Mediation of our great 
Lord and Saviour : O let our Prayer be 


ſet before thee as Incenſe, and the lifting 
up of our Hands be as the Evening-Sacri- 
ice, pleaſing to thee our God, in the Son 


of thy Love. Tis in his bleſſed Name a- 
lone, that we have the Encouragement and 
Boldneſs to beg of thy infinite Goodneſs all 
that thou knoweſt to be needful and expe- 


dient for us; ſeeing there is in ourſelves 
no good thing to recommend us to thy Fa- 


vour and Acceptance; but a Proneneſs and 
Inclination to what is diſpleaſing in thy 
Eyes, and deſtructive to our Souls. For 


beſides, that we were by Nature the Chi. 


dren of Wrath, a Seed of Evil-doers, the 
ſinful Offepring of rebellious Parents ; we 
have been daily treſpaſſing upon thee, and 


ſtill adding to the heavy Score of our Of- 
fences againſt thee. There is nothing in 


us, O Lord, but what may provoke thee 
to reject us: But there is enough in thy be- 


loved Son, of all Grace and Goodneſs, to 


move thee mercifully to accept us. He 
was made Sin for us, who knew no Sin, 
that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 
of God in him; and that we might be ſav- 
ed through F aith in his Merits, where we 
could not be ſaved by any Deſert of our 


own Yorks. O ſee our Sins puniſhed in 
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our Saviour, who was wounded for our 


Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniqui- 
ties: And as the Chaſti/ement of our Peace 


was upon him; ſo let the Merit of his 
r cnn be upon us; and by his 


Stripes let our Souls be healed. 


Nor do we only beg for Pardon of our 


Sins, but alſo for Power againſt them, and 
Grace ſufficient for us to break them off 
and to walk more pleaſingly before thee, in 


all the Ways and Duties of Righteouſneſs 


and Holineſs, which thy Word preſcribes 
to us. O never ſuffer us to be tempted a- 
bove what we are able: But make our 
Temptations /e/s, or thy Grace in us, and 
our ſpiritual Strength, ſtill greater than all 
our Temptations ; That no Iniquities may 

prevail againſt us, nor any . e 
Sin have Dominion over us. O make us 
more conformable to the Pattern and the 


Precepts of our Saviour; and more rranſ- 


_ formed into his holy Image and Likeneſs : 
That we may not profeſs the Religion of 


Jeſus Chriſt, to the Wrong and Diſparage- 


ment of it; nor make the Way of Truth, 
by reaſon of us, to be evil ſpoken of : But 
let our Light ſhine before Men, to the 
Glory of thee our heavenly Father, and to 


the Ediſication of thoſe with whom we have 
our Converſation. 


And ſeeing the Time of our Abode i in 


this . World is fo very ſhort and : 
D 
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uncertain, and we have an everlaſting Eſtate 
to abide in after our Departure hence; 
where we mult be happy or miſerable eter- 
nally, according to what we do now in the 
Body; O let us not here ſet up our Reft, 
as if we were at Home upon Earth, nor 
fatter ourſelves with the Thoughts of long 


Life, or ſure Enjoyment of any of theſe 


things that periſh in the Uſing : But all the 
Days of our appointed Time, may we wait 
till our Change come; and not only live in 


Expetzation of it, but in the daily ſerious 


Preparation for it; in the Exerciſe of all 
thoſe Graces and good Yorks, that may 
make it unto us Chriſt to Live, and Gain 
to Die: That in Life and Death we may 
be always zhine ; ſtill ſafe in thy Hands, | 


and acceptable in thy Sight. 


And together with our own, we com- 
mend to thy Mercy, O God of the Spirits 
of all Fleſh, the Neceſſities and Diſtreſſes 
of all our Brethren throughout the World. 

O enlighten the Ignorant, quicken the Care- 

leſs, awake the Secure, convince the Erro- 

neous, reclaim the Vicious, eſtabliſh the Un- 
ſettled, and comfort the Dejefzed. Bring all 
to the Knowledge and Love of thy Truth, 
and to the Participation of thy Grace, and 
the Obedience of Chriſt; and ſo to the 
bleſſed Hope of thy heavenly Glory, and 
the eternal Salvation of their Sou/s., We 
pray (as more particularly bound) for the 


King, 
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King, and all our Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 


and all our Friends and Relations ; and all 


thy Servants, and all the Afficted, every 
where ; eſpecially thoſe, for whoſe Hap- 
pineſs and Salvation thou knoweſt us to be 
_ chiefly concerned. O do thou for us, and 


for them, as thou knowelſt beſt, and moſt 
needful and expedient, for thy own Mercy 


Sake in Jeſus Chriſt. 


And as we pray to thee for what we want, 


ſo we deſire to praiſe thee for all that we have 
received at thy Hands. And bleſſed be thy 

Name, O Lord, that we have am thing (yea, 

that we have ſo many things) to bleſs and 
praiſe thee for. O what ſhall we render to 
the Lord for all his Benefits ! What can we 
give to thee our God, but the Glory of thy 


own Gifts and Goodneſs unto us, O dear 
Lord] Let not our Hearts be ſhut and 


ſtraitned towards thee, whoſe Hand is every 


Day ſo open unto us; but do thou poſſeſs 


and enlarge theſe Hearts of ours with more 
and greater Love and Thankfulneſs tothee, 
that has ſo abounded in Mercy and Lo- 
ving, Kindneſs towards us, that we may 


give thee Thanks with all our Hearts, and 


glority thy Name for evermore. 


And now that the Night is upon us, and 


we are ready to betake ourſelves to our 
Reſt, we commit ourſelves to thy gracious 
Protection, who never Sleepeſt nor Slum- 
bereſt, but haſt ſtill a watchful Eye open 
| D 4 upon 
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upon thy People. O watch over us, our 


God, we pray thee, for Good, that none of 
the Evils or Harms which our Sins have 


deſerved may befal us. Preſerve us from 
the Works, and from the Powers of Dar- 
_ neſs, and from all the Terrors and Dangers 


ot the Night. Let all our Sins, to Day, 
or any time heretofore committed, - be re- 


moved out of thy Sight, and ſhew us the 
Light of thy Countenance, O Lord, to re- 


freſh us with the Senſe of thy bleſſed Love 


and Favour, in our dear Redeemer: For 


whom, and to whom, with thy eternal Self, 


and Holy Spirit, be all Thanks and Praiſe, 
and Honour and Glory, aſcribed of us, 
and of all thy Church, from this time forth, 
World w.thout End. Amen. | 


4 Sixth Evening-Proyer. 


LoxD, our God; moſt. High and 
Mighty, moft Wiſe and Holy, and 


Juſt and Good! Thou art, and ever waſt, 


and for ever ſhalt continue, unſpeakably 


Bleſſed and Glorious, above all that we are 
able to expreſs or to conceive. Thou doſt 


not need the Services of Men or Angels, to 
make the leaſt Addition to thy Glory and 


Bliſs. Men cannot be profitable unto God; 


our Goodneſs will not extend to the Lord. 


But in Kindneſs and Love to our Souls it is, 


that thou art pleaſed to lay thy Commands 


upon 
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upon us, to wait upon thee in theſe Duties 


of thy immediate Service; which is the bliſs- 


ful Employment of all the glorious Hoſt of 


Heaven. Thou humbleſt thyſelf even to 


behold the things that are in Heaven, to 
take notice of the Worſhip of thoſe bleed 


Creatures above. O how wonderful is thy 


Condeſcenſion then, to look down upon us, 
poor ſinful Worms, that dwell here in 


| Houſes of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the 


Duſt! Lord, what is Man that thou takeſt 
Knowledge of him, and the Son of Man 


that thou makeſt Account of him ! Thou 
canſt not at all nesd us, nor any thing of 
ours, O bleſſed God; but we all do ſtand in 
great and continual need of thee, our only 


ſovereign Good; in need of thy Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs, thy Grace and Guidancy, thy 
Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance: Without which we 


could never hope to eſcape the Curſes and 


Miſeries, which are the due Wages of our 


Sins; nor ever to attain unto that Glory 
and Bleſſedneſs, which is the Free-gift of 


God in Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Deſire of our Souls, therefore, is to 
thy Name, O Lord, and to the Remembrance 


of thee. Our Eyes are towards thee, and 


all our Expectation is from thee: And ſtill 
we wait, and call, and depend upon thee, 


till thou have Mercy upon us, according to 


our ſeveral Neceſſities; and according to 


the Riches of thy Grace, and the Multitude 
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58 Evening-Prayer 
of thy Mercies. O remember not againſt us 
former Iniquities; enter not into Judgment 

with us, according to the Deſert of our Sins: 
But according to thy Mercy remember thou ; 
us, for thy Goodneſs ſake, O Loyd. Blot : 
out our Tranſgreſſions as a Cloud; and ju??? 
ſtify us freely by thy Grace, through the 
Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. And 
bleſs us, holy God of our Salvation, in 
turning us from all our Iniquities, and 
giving us Grace to repent and amend our 

Lives according to thy Holy Word. 
And to this end, be thou pleaſed to en- 
lighten our darkned Minds with the Beams 
_ of thy ſaving Truth, that we may not be un- 
wife, but underſtanding what the Will of 
the Lord is. And reformourdepraved Wills; 5 
incliningthem to a chearful and ready Com- 4 
pliance with allthe Motions of thy good Spi- 
rit. Kegulate our unruly Paſſions; Purify 
our corrupt Affections; and convert all the 
Faculties of our Souls, to be Inſtruments of 
thy Glory, as they have been of thy Diſbo- 
nour : And make our Bodies fit Temples for 

thy holy Spirit to dwell in. Yea, /an#ify 

us wholly, that we may (as we ought) 

ſanctify thy bleſſed Nam. 
And quicken us, O Lord, to hear thy 

Voice, while it is called Te-day; that we 

may make haſte, and not delay, to keep 


thy Commandments. O keep us frequently 


and affectionately mindful of the ee, 5 
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of our Time, the Frailiy of our Lives, and 
the Uncertaintyof our being here in this mu- 


table World, that ſo ſoon paſſeth away, and 


where we have no continuing City; but are 
Strangers and Sojourners with thee, as all our 
Fathers before us were. O let the Remem- 
brance and Conſideration of this have ſuch 
a prevailing Influence upon us, as to crucify 


the World to us, and make us more con- 
cerned for our everlaſting Welfare, and more 


careful to improve every preſent Enjoy- 


ment, to our Souls eternal Advantage; and 
to grow Holier ſtill, as we grow older: That 


the Days which paſs over us, may not leave 
us, without any Amendment wrought upon 
us; but that the Work of thy Grace may 


go on ſucceſsfully upon our Hearts, till it 
has made us ripe and ready for the Joys 


and Glories of thy Kingdom. 
The ſame things alſo we beg in behalf of 


all that ought to ſhare in our Prayers. O 


forgive the Sins, and relieve the Miſeries of 
thy poor Creatures every where. Enlarge 
the Borders of thy Church, and make Ad- 
ditions to it daily of ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 
O that all who are called Chriſtians may be 
truly Chriſtian, both in their right believing, 


and their holy living. The Church which 
thou haſt planted among us, Lord, watch 


over it for Good, Night and Day; that no 
Weapon form'd againſt it may proſper. Give 


thy Judgments, O Gad, to the King, that he 
„ N may 
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may judge thy People righteouſly, and break 
in Pieces their Oppreſſors. Grant him ſtill 
an Intereſt in the Hearts of his People, and 
thy Proledtion from the Hands of his Ene- 
mies. May he ſo rule and reign here for hee, 
that he may come to live and reign for ever 
with thee, Make all our Magiſtrates Men 
tearing God, and eſchewing Evil. And O 


that all who are called to ſerve at thy Altar, 
may be bleſſed with ſkilful Heads, and com- 
paſſionate Hearts, and exemplary Lives. 
Make them wile to vin Souls, and Faithful, 


Induſtrious, and Succeſsful in their facred 


Office, as thy Workmen, that need not be 
aſhamed. Bleſs and proſper all the Places 
of good Learning and Education: And 
make all this People the Lord's People; 
that they may all know thee from the 
Greateſt to the Leaſt; and fo order their 
_ Converſation aright, that they may ſee the 
Salvation of God. Remember them all for 
Good, who have been any way [nſtruments 
of our Good. Such as have done us Good, 
O Lord, reward them: And all that have 
(or would) hurt us, O Lord, forgive them. 
Give unto all that mourn in Zion, Beauty 
for Aſhes, the Oil of Gladneſs for Mourning, 
and the Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit of 
Heavineſs. And in the Time of our Health 
and Peace and Proſperity, O that we may 
remember, and provide for, the Time of 


T wean, and Sickneſs, and Death; when 


all 
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all worldly Succours will fail us; and the 
greateſt Powers on Earth cannot deliver us 


out of thy Hands. O make us now fo 


mindful of our Duty, that then thou may'ſt 
remember us in Mercy ; and be with us, 
and ſupport us, and never leave nor for- 
ſake us. 1 55 „ Ck 
Our own Unworthineſs would make us 


deſpair of obtaining all theſe great and 
good things which we beg at thy Hands, 


O Lord: But the Remembrance of thy 
continual Bounty, and how much we are 


every Day receiving from thee, puts Life 
into our Hopes, and Encouragement into 


our Prayers, and leaves us no Reaſon to 


doubt of ſuch tried Mercy. And bleſſed 


for ever be thy Name, that we have ſo 


much to ſay of thy Goodneſs by our own Ex- 


perience ;, that thou haſt in ſo many Advan- 
tages made us to differ. O good Lord! 
Continue ſuch thy gracious Favour to us, 


and thy fatherly Care over us this Night. 


As we go to reſt after the Labours of the 


Day, ſo help us to do thy Work, that we 


may enter into that Reft which remains for 


thy People in the Cloſe of this Life. And 


ſo diſcharge us from our Sins, and ſupply 
us ſtill with thy Grace, that we may finiſh. 
our Courſe with Foy, and in the End of our 


Lives find that greateſt. of all Mercy, to 


be received into thy Glory. Which we beg 
for the all-ſufficient Merits of our only 
„ | TO Re- 


62 Evening-Prayer 
Redeemer: For whom, and towhom, with 
thee, O everlaſting Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt the Comforter, in the Unity of the 
ever glorious Trinity, be all Praiſe and 
Honour and Glory aſcrib'd of us, and of 
all the Jae! of God, now and for ever- 
JJ WY e 


A Seventh Evening-Prayer. 


p Lox, the great and glorious God, 
infinite in Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs, the wonderful Maker and Preſerver, 
Ruler and Diſpoſer, of us, and of all the 
World! Thou haſt created all Things by 
thy Almighty Hand; ſuſtaineſt and order- 


eſt all that thou haſt made by thy wiſe and 5 


righteous Providence; and thy Mercy is 
everlaſting, and over all thy Works, 0 
who is able to expreſs or to conceive the ex- 
ceeding Riches of that Grace and Good- 
neſs of the Lord, which in ſuch a plentiful 
Meaſure is ſtill deſcending and overflowing 
upon poor ſinful Creatures, who deſerve 
nothing from thee, but to be forſaken and 
abhorred by thee! This Day, and every Day 
of our Lives, O Lord, we have taſted largely 
of thy Mercy, and liv'd altogether ſtill up- 
on thy fatherly Care and Bounty. 

But notwithſtanding all thy Patience and 
gracious Dealings with us, and all the re- 
peated Pledges of thy Favour and. Kindneſs 

| tO 
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to us; O how ill have we reguited thy Love! 
And what unſuitable Returns have we made 
for all thy great and continued Goodneſs 


that we have found! Beſide the Guilt of 
our inbred Corruption, which, as a ſore 


Clog, hangs heavy upon us; we are amaz- 
ed at the Greatneſs and Multitude of all 
our other Sins that we have committed a- 
gainſt the Light and Teachings of thy Gœſpel, 
againſt the Dictates and Strivings of thy 
Spirit, and the Love and Sufferings of thy 
Son; againſt all the Patience and Long- 


Forbearance which thou haſt exerciſed to- 
wards us; and againſt the many Mercies 
and Methods of our Converſion and Sancti- 


fication, wherewith, from time to time, 
thou haſt ſought to make us ſuch as thy 
Word requires we ſhould be. O Lord, 


we have given thee ſo great Provocation, 


that we are afraid leſt thou ſhouldeſt for- 
ſake us utterly, and cauſe the Day of thy 
Patience to be at an End with us; and grant 
us no more of the Grace which we have ſo 


greatly abuſed; no more of the Holy Spirit 


which we have ſo frequently 1 efuſed. And 
what have we now but Judgment to expect 
from thee, O Lord, but that thy Merq re- 
joices over Judgment! And thy Word aſ- 
ſures us, that thoudelighteſt not in the Death 
of Sinners; but rather that they ſnould turn 
to thee and Live. Therefore ſtill thou leaveſt 
us theſe Opportunities to appear before thee; 

| to 


64 Evening-Prayer 
| to plead with our God, for the Life of our 
| Souls, that have ſinned againſt thee. And 
| what have we to plead, O bleſſed Lord, but 
thy own gracious Nature, and merciful In- 
clinations and the many Promiſes and Decla- 
rations of thyſelf, which thou haſt made to 
returning Sinners in Jeſus Chriſt ! Thou 
| haſt ſent thine only Son to be our Almighty. 
'F Saviour: And he that did no Sin was mani- 
5 feſted to take away our Sins. O for his 
Sake be thou pleaſed to pity us, and ſpare 
us, and forgive us. Turn away thy Wrath 
from us: receive us to thy bleſſed Favour; 
and comfort us with the ſure Perſuaſion, 


1 that our great and many Sins are remitted. 
ll | And becauſe ſuch is the Infirmity of 


our Nature, that without thy Grace we have 
not the leaſt Power to keep ourſelves even 
from the greateſt Sins; O grant us the In- 
creaſe of thy Grace, and ſuch Help of thy 
good Spirit, as may fortify us againſt all 
| Temptations, and make us willing and faith- 
ful, and diligent in thy Service. And be 
. pleaſed, O Lord, yet further to diſcover 
and manifeſt thyſelf to our Souls, that we 
mayknow aright, Thee, the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. 
And give us Power from on high to enable 
us ſo to live and practiſe, according to that 
_ Light and Knowledge of our Duty which 
thou art pleaſed to unpart unto us, that 
we may not hold the Truth in Unrighteou/- 


neſs, 
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neſs, (knowing the better, and doing the 


e; ) but may walk inthe Light, as 


Children of Light, while we have it; that 
we may never in Judgment be deprived of 
it. O let us not only be almoſt, but alto- 
gether Chriſtians ; ſincere Converts, true 


Fenitents, and ſound Believers. And wilt 
thou, O Goa, that workeſt all in all, do that 
Work of thy Grace, thoroughly upon all 
our Hearts; for which we may have Cauſe 


to givethee Praiſe and Gloryto all Eternity. 


Which Things we beg not only for our- 
ſelves, but for all the Partakers of our Na- 


ture, whom thou haſt made to ſhare in our 
Hopes and Capacities of eternal Happineſs: 


_ Eſpecially for thy whole Church, whereſo- 


ever or howſoever diſpoſed of over all the 


Earth : For the King's Majeſty; and all our 


Rulers and Counſellors: For our Miniſters 


and Teachers: For our Relations and Neigh-. 


bours; .our Friends and Benefattors: And 
for all thy Afii#ed, whatſoever be their 
Trials and Troubles. O ſupply all their 


Wants, and fulfil all their Defres ſo, as 


thy Wiſdom ſees beſt; for we own Mercy 
Sake in Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Thou, Lord, art the great Preſerver of 


Men, who has kept and bleſt us To- -day, 
and all our Days. Praiſed he thy Name for 


all thy Goodneſs, which we ſo long and 
largely have experienced. O make us /en- 


_ fibte oh thankful, as we are obliged to be. 


Take 


66 Morning-Prayer 


Take care of us, O Lord, and be good to 
us this Night. Give us bodily Reſt in our 
Beds, and Reſt for our Souls, in thyſelt. 
And be thou our God and Guide, our 


Hope and Help, our Joy and Comfort, | 


and all in all to us this Night, and for 
evermore. Amen. 1 


Morning- Prayer for the Lord -Day. 


2 MosrT bleſſed and gracious Lord our 
God, whole Almighty Hand has 
brought us out of Noihing, to what we are; 
to ſee the Light, and enjoy the Comforts. 
of Life: And whoſe free Grace has call'd 
us out of a State worſe than nothing to the 
Knowledge of thy holy Truth, and to the 
Hopeof thy heavenly Glory! We bleſs thy 
Name, that thou haſt conducted us ſafe, 
throughall Eſtates andEvents, andthrough 
all the Trials and Troubles in our Lives, 
to ſee the comfortable Light of this Day; 
and that we have yet a Day of Grace where 
in to ſee the Things belonging to our Peace. 
We bleſs thee that thou haſt ſo far conſulted 
the Good of our Souls, as well as the Glory 
of thy Name, in ſetting apart this Day for 
holy Uſes, to engage us to a ſolemn At- 
tendance upon the Lord; in whole Service 
conſiſts all our Honour and Happineſs. O 
how much higher might we have been in 
Grace, and thy bleſſed Favour; how much 
neearer 
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nearer to thee our God, and fitter for thy) 
heavenly Kingdom, had we rightly us'd, 
and conſcientiouſly improv'd, thoſe Sea- 
ſons and Means of Grace, which thou haſt 
been pleaſed to put into our Hands, for 
the beſt Advantage of our Souls. f 

But we have been unkind and cruel to | 
our own Souls, as well as diſobedient and | 
; rebellious againſt our Lord; many times 

* fruſtrating the Opportunities of appearing 
before thee; ſhunning and neglecting the 
1 Duties of thy holy Service: Andeven when ö 
| we have ſet ourſelves to ſeek thy Face, it F 
has been with ſuch Coldneſs and Dulneſs, ' 
 Rudeneſs, and Diſtractions, that thou if 
mighteſt juſtly abhor our Souls, deſpiſe out. 
Prayers, and caſt back all our Services in 1 
our Faces, for any thing that there is in 
us or them to recommend us to thy _ Oo 
led Favour and Acceptance. - {1 
But be thou pleaſed to look upon us in 
the Son of thy Love, the Lord our Peace 
and Righteouſneſs; and forgive us all that 
is paſt, wherein we have neglected thy Work, 
br ill performed it, or done what's incon- 
ſiſtent with it. Help us, O God of our Sal- 
vation, and deliver us from the Bands and 
the Burden of our Guilt; and purge away 
all our Sins, for the Glory of thy Name 
That thou may not ſtand as a Partition- || 
Wall, tohinder the Deſire of our Souls from 1 
aſcending up to thee; nor hinder the Light : 
| 5 


=_ Morning-Prayer 


of thy Countenance from deſcending upon us: 
But let thy Peace and Love and Favour 
ſhine into our Souls; that we may ſee the 


Felicity of thy Choſen, and with Joy draw 


Water out of the Wells of Salvation. 
O let us not reſt in any Forms of Godli- 


neſs, denying the Power thereof; nor take 


up with the Name and Shew and Profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity; but be ſway'd with its Life, 


and Power and Spirit. That the Goſpel of 
our Lord, and the Graces of the good Spirit 
of God, may ſhine forth in our Lives, to 


the Glory of thee our heavenly Father; and 
to the adorning of the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all Things. O gracious God 
be with us, and with all the Miniſters and 
Stewards of thy holy Things, who are 
this Day to ſpeak thy Word to thy Peo- 
ple; and furniſh them with Abilities ſuit- 


able to their great Work, that they. may 
fitly apply themſelves to the Capacities, and 


to the Neceſſities of their ſeveral Hearers. 
And grant, Lord, unto us, and unto all 
' the Hearersof thy holy Word, humble and 
teachable Spirits; to receive thy Truth in 


| Meekneſs, and in the Love of it, ſo as to 
profit and grow by it. O do thou remove 
all the Hindrances of our ſpiritual Growth 
and Improvement, that thy Word may 
. Free Courſe,” and be glorified amongſt 
And let us this Day go forth in the 
Strength of the Lord God; and proſper and 
increaſe 
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for the Lord's Day. 69 
increaſe with the Increaſe of God, by thy 
Grace and Bleſſing accompanying our De- 


fires and Endeavours; *till from ſerving 


thee imperfectly here upon Earth, we attain 
to glorify and enjoy thee our God, in the 


Perfection of Holineſs, and in thoſe ever- 
laſting Joys and Glories of thy Kingdom, 


which thou haſt preparad for them that 


Love thee. EY 


And let thy Grace and Bleſſing, thy | 


Love and Fellowſhip, thy Direction and 
Aſſiſtance. O heavenly Father, Son, and 


Holy Spirit, be with us, and with all whom 


we ought to beg thy Mercy for in our 


Prayers, this Day, and for evermore. 


Amen. | 


Another Morning-Prayer for the Lord's 


Day. 


ond, the great Almighty God; thou 


art the Giver of Life and Strength, 


and of all Grace and Goodneſs; without 


whom we can do Nothing; and through 
whoſe gracious Aſſiſtance it is, that we are 


enabled to do all Things belonging to thy 


Service and our Duty: We humbly pray, 
tat thou wilt be graciouſly preſent with 
us, and powerfully Afi/tant unto us this 
Day, to direct and. quicken, and enable, 


and further us, in all the Ways and Duties 


of thy holy Service. O forgive our Iniqui- 
ties, that ſeparate between thee and our 
- Souls; 


70 Morning-Prayer 


Souls; and remember not the Sins againſt 
us which may juſtly provoke thee to hide 
thy Face from us. But according to thy 
Mercy, remember thou us, O Lord, and 
accept us, andour poor imperfect Services, 
at the Hands, and for the Sake of Jeſus 
O leave us not to the Dulneſs and Hard- 
neſs, the Vanity and Deceitfulneſs, of our 
own depraved Hearts; but ſhew the Power 
of thy heavenly Grace, in working mighti- 
ly upon theſe Hearts of ours; to bring and 
keep them in ſuch a holy Frame, that we 
may be fitter to attend upon thee, and per- 
form more faithful and acceptable Service 
to thee, and enjoy more of that heavenly 
Communion with thee, which thou haſt made 
us capable of; and which our Souls will be 
for ever reſtleſs without. O let us not ſerve 
thee in Formality and Hypocriſy, making 
any Duties of Courſe the Cover of a vain li- 
centious Life: Butlet our Hearts and Souls, 
and all that is within us, be taken up in a 
reverend, faithful, and affectionate Attend- 
ance upon thee, Nor let us ſerve thee of 
_ Conſtraint, only becauſe we muſt; but with _ 
all Readineſs and Gladneſs, and Love and 
Delight to be ſo engaged: Making thy Plea- 
ſure to be ours, and the Sabbath and Ser- 
vice of our Lord, the Joy and Solace of our 
Souls. O help us ſo to /anctify thy Day, 
that thy Day may be a Means to promote ö 
the 
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the Sanctiſication of our Souls. Let us 
| beſtow ourſelves in Exerciſes befitting the 


holy Seaſon ; and not prophane it to any 


vain and vicious Purpoſes: But on the 


Lord's Day may we abound in the Work. 
of the Lord; and not do our own Works, 


nor find our own Pleaſure, nor ſpeak our 


own Words, in the Day which thou haſt 


| hallowed for thyſelf: But reſt from all our 
ſinful Ways, as well as from our common 


L abours; and ſo delight ourſelves in the 
Lord, that thou may'ſt give us the Deſires 


of our Hearts. 


And bleſs to us thy Word, O gracious 


Father, and all the Means of Grace, which 
through thy Favour we do enjoy, that we 


may not uſe the ſame in vain, nor to our 


Hurt; but for the further informing of our 
Minds, the reforming of our Lives, and 
the ſaving of our Souls; ſtill growing in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; *till we attain to be 


ſuch as thy holy Word requires we ſhould 
be, in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 


Great Peace have they that love thy 


Law, and nothing ſhall offend them. O 


dear Lord, increaſe our Love to thy Word, 
which the Angels deſire to look into; and 

make our Souls pliable and ſubmiſſive, to 

be turn'd and ruled by it; *till we become 


1n all Things agreeable to it. RY 
Bleſs 
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Bleſs us, our Father, and command a 
Bleſſing upon all our pious Deſigns and 
Performances this Day : And bleſs thy Ser- 


wants whom thou haſt appointed to bleſs 


us in thy Name, and to break the Bread of 
Life to our Souls, that they may ſpeak thy 
Word as they ought to ſpeak; and give to 


every one their Portion in due Seaſon. And 


that thy Word, which they deliver, may 
be toour Convidiow Edification and Com- 


fort, and the Savour of Life to our Souls. 
O thou that haſt the Key of David, and 


openeſt and no Man ſhutteſt, thou that 


| ſpeakeſt to the Heart, and giveſt the In- 


creaſe, open our Underſtandings to receive 
thy Truth, both in the Light, and in the 
Love of it. And ſet it home ſo powerfully 


upon our Hearts, and root it ſo deep in our 
Souls, that the Fruits may be ſeen in our 
Lives: We being not forgettul Hearers, 


but faithful Doers of thy Word. 


And grant, O good God, that our Ser- - 
vices this Day may be ſuch, as may tend 


to our Advantage and Rejoicing, in the 


great Day of thy Appearing and Glory: 

That we may ſo hallow thele Sabbaths here 
upon Farth, that hereafter we may be ad- 
mitted to the joyful Celebration of the eter- 
nal Sabbatijm in thy Kingdom of Heaven; 
there with allthe Church 7r:umphant, to laud 


and magnify thy glorious Name, and to en- 
| joy thy Love, and ſing thy Praiſe for ever. 


And 
L 
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And for the Addition of this Sabbath to 
all the reſt, for the Benefit of thy Word, 

and the Ordinances of thy Worſbip, and 

all the Means of Grace, and Hopes of thy 

eternal Glory, to thee the God of all Grace, 
be the Praiſe and Honour and Glory ren- 
dered by us, and by all thine, from this 
Time forth, and for evermore. Amen. 


Rvening-Prayer for the Lord's-Day. 


FN Loxy, our God! thou art infinitely 
good, and thou haſt ſhewed us what 
is good, and what thou requireſt of us for 
our own greateſt Good always; that it may 
go well with us, both now, and to all E- 
ternity. Thou ſendeſt out thy Light and thy 
Truth amongſt us, to make the Way of 
Life and Salvation plain before us; and 
thou giveſt us many Opportunities and Ad- 
vantages to quicken and further us in th 
Knowledge and Service, and in that Way 
of our Duty, which leads to the Kingdom 
of thy Glory. We have Line upon Line and 
Precept upon Precept; thy Meſſengers early 
and late, to open and apply thy Word; and 
to give us Calls and Warnings, Directions 
and Exhortations, for the promoting of our 
 Edification here, and our Salvation for ever. 
Thou haſt not been wanting to us, O Lord, 
but we have been exceedingly wanting to 
ourſelves, and to the Duty which we owe 


unto 
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unto our God. And, O! how little is it 
to be ſeen in our Lives, how good and kind 
the Lord has been to our Souls! How have 
we loved Darkneſs rather than Light, and 
choſe to follow the Suggeſtionsof our own 
fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, rather than to be 
guided by the Rules and Preſcriptions of 
thy holy bleſſed Word, that has no Deſign 
upon us, but to promote our preſent Peace 
and our eternal Bliſs! And, becauſe we 
have fo little improved all the precious 
Talents, whichthou haſtputintoour Hands, 
thou mighteſt, O Lord, juſtly take away 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom from us, and 
give it to another People, that ſhould bring 
torth Fruits more worthy of it, and more 
anfwerable to it, than we have done. Be- 
cauſe thou haſt called, and we have refuſ- 
ed, thou haſt ſtretched forth thy Hands, 
and we have not regarded; thou might'ſt 
therefore leave us to our own Preverſeneſs 
and Impenitence, to add Sin unto Sin, till 
our Higuities became our Ruin. = 
But O Lord God, merciful and long-ſuf- 
tering! we humbly beſeech thee that thou 
wilt not fo enter into Judgment with thy 
Servants: But in Mercy pardon all our 
Contempt of thy Word, and our not pro- 
fiting by it, and all the Means of Grace 
that we have had. And teach and help us 
for the Time to come, better to uſe and im- 
prove ſuch gracious Opportunities ſet before 
| „ Us, 
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us, to the Glory of thy Name, and the true 
Benefit of our Souls. As the Rain deſcends 
from Heaven and returns not thither, but 
waters the Earth and makes it fruitful, ſo 
let not thy Word return unto thee void; but 
accompliſh thy good Pleaſure, and proſ- 
per in that whereunto thou art pleaſed to 
ſend it. O make it inſtrumental and ef- 
fectual to work thy Grace, where it is not; 
' and toeſtabliſh and increaſe it, where it is; 
to edify and build us all up in the true Fear 
and Love of God, and in the right Know- 
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ledge and Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
And though we cannot now find, upon 
the Review of our Services this Day, that 
we haveduly kept a Day holy to the Lord; 
yet let not thy Day, O gracious God, be a 
10ſt Day to us, nor thy Word as Water 
ſpilt on the Ground: But may thy Spirit 
cauſe thy Word to do thy great and gra- 
cious York thoroughly and ſucceſsfully up- 
on all our Hearts; for which we may have 
Cauſe to give thee Praiſe and Glory to all 
Eternity. And as we receive how we ought 
to walk, and to pleaſe thee our God, ſo help 
us to walk more worthy of the Lord, unto 
all Well-pleaſing; increaſing in thy ſaving 
Knowledge; and being ſtill more ready to 
and more rich and fruitful in, every good 
Work, that is pleaſing in thy Sight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. he 
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At his Hands, O Lord our God, we beg 
thy gracious Acceptance of our humble Re- 
turns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for all 
Bleſſings and Favours, ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral, ſo freely conferred upon us, and fo 
long vouchſated and continued to us, even 
throughout our whole Lives, until this pre- 
ſent Time. Thou haſt dealt graciouſl 
with us, O bleſſed Lord, and been exceed- 
ingly good and kind to us, not only beyond 
all that we had Reaſon to expect from thee; 
but above all that we are able to expreſs here 
before thee. We bleſs thy Name our hea- 
venly Father, that in ſo many Reſpects thou 
haſt made us to differ from Multitudes in 
the World; who are deſtitute of thoſe 
Comforts and Conveniencies of this Life, 
and Means and Hopes of a Better, which 
through thy Favour to us we do enjoy. 
We acknowledge thee in all; and we deſire 
to aſcribe unto thee the whole Praiſe and 
Glory of all. Eſpecially, our Souls deſire 
to bleſs thee for the Mercies of all Mercies, 
- which thou haſt ſhewed, and {till art pleaſ- 
cd to continue to our Souls; particularly 
what we have received and experienced 
this Day; thy Heuje open to us, and the 
Food of our Souls let before us; the Word 
of Salvation {founding in our Ears, and the 
Spirit of God ſtriving with our Hearts ; 
and helping our Infirmities, and enlighten- 
ing our Minds, and reviving our Souls. 


O chat 


for the Lord - Day. T7 
O that we may not receive the Grace of 
GW dd in varn! that all thy Mercies may not 
be /oft upon us: But that we may better 
' anſwer the Care and Kindneſs of Heaven, 
which we have ſo long and largely expe- : 
rienced, and that we may fo thankfully re- 
Fas, and carefully improve thy diſtinguiſn- — 
ing Favours to us, and all thy bountiful „ 
Dealings withus; that thou may*ſtnotwith- = 
draw thy tender Mercies from us, but ſtill 1 
continue thy accuſtomed Goodneſs to us, =. 
and increaſe thy Grace and heavenly Bleſſings 8 
upon us, andreoice over us to do us Good. 
In Mercy paſs by all which in thy moſt 
pure and holy Eyes (from which nothing is 
| hid) have been amiſs this Day paſt, in any 
of our Thoughts, Deſires, Expreſſions, or 
Actions. O pardon our Neglect of what 
we ſhould have done, and our Guilt of what 
we have miſ-done. Forgive the Iniquities 
of our holy Things: and enter not into 
Judgment with us, even according to. the 
beſt of our Works and Services: But over- 
look all our Sins and Failings, and Imper- 
fections, through our great Mediator and 
Redeemer , who does appear in the Pre- 
ſence of God in our Behalf, and ever lives 
at thy right Hand, to make Interceſſion for 
us. And for Jeſus Chrift, the bleſſed Au- 
thor of all our Hopes and Happineſs, and for 
all the Comforts and good Things of this. 
Life, and Means and Expectations of that 
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eternal glorious Life to come, which thou 


art pleaſed to give us together with him; 
not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but un- 


to thy Name be all the Praiſe and Honour, 
and Glory, humbly and heartily rendered 
and aſcribed of us, and of all thy Church, 


now and tor ever-more. Amen. 


i Another Evening 8 for the Lord 8 


Day. 


Los; thou art good to the Soul that 
ſeeks thee; thou art full of Invitati- 


on, and all the Endearments of Love, to 
draw and encourage poor Sinners to come 
unto thee. Thou doſt not bid us ſeek thy 
Face in vain, nor ſerve thee for nougbt; 
but art a Lord, that hath Pleaſure in the 
Proſperity of thy Servants, and payeſt us 
not according to our poor imperfect Servi- 
ces, but giveſt like thyſelf, infinitely Good, 
and moſt rich in Mercy: The Gift of God 


rs eternal Life through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 


*Tis not any Thing in thy Laws, O graci- 


ous Lord, but the Sinfulneſs of our deprav- 
ed Natere. that makes any of them ſeem 
grievous to us, which are all Holy and Juſt, 


and Gocd, tending only to promote our pre- 
ſent and eternal Happineſs. Nor is it any thing 


in thy bleſſed Service, but the Indiſpoſedneſs 


of our own vile Hearts, that makes any part 
of that ledious to us, which is the Work and 


Joy 
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Joy of Angels; and our Wiſdom, Honour, 
and Intereſt; yea, what we may make our 
Deligbt, as well as our Duty, to perform. 
Holy God, we are all as an unclean Thing, 
and all our very. Righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
Rags: Nor can we ever hope to be juſtified 


= thy Sight, upon the Account of any 


Works, or Worth of our own: for by our 
on Hearts and Deeds we are reproved and 
condemned, and ſhould be left Speechleſs in 
the Judgment, if thou, O Lord, ſfiouldſt 
call us to Account, according to the Merits 
even of our beſt Services. But we deſire to 
take Refuge and Sanctuary under the Sha- _ 
dow of our crucified Saviour; and: to be 
found in him, not having our own Righte- 
ouſneſs, but that which is by the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that the Shame of our Naked- 
eſs may be covered, and all our finful De- 
formities hid from thine Eyes : That thou 
_ may'lt forgive us mercifully, and receive us 
gracioufly, and love us freely in the Son of 
thy Love, in whom thou art well pleaſed. 


Command a Bleſſing we pray thee, O0 


Lord, upon the Word which this Day we 
have heard, and upon all the Means of. 
Grace, that have been uſed for the Good of 
our Souls. It is not of him that Plantetb, 
nor of him that Wateretb, but of thee our 
God, who giveth the Increaſe : QO be thou 
pleaſed to ſecond the Preaching of thy Word 
with the powerful Influences of thy Grace 
| | Beek a0 
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and Holy Spirit; that it may be the Sa- 
viour of Life to our Souls, and the Power 


of God to our Salvation. O let us ſo Hide 


thy Word in our Hearts, that we may not 


(as we have done) fin againſt thee, that it 
may be as a Treaſure within us; to ſtand us 
in Stead, in every Hour of Temptation, 
and in all the Time and Caſes of our Need. 
That we may walk more humbly and 
cloſely with our God, and more conſcienti- 
dodully and circumſpectly before thee; and 
be ſo obedient to the holy Precepts of thy 
Word; that, finally, we may enjoy the 


glorious Promiſes of which it gives us the 
bleſſed reviving Hopes. 


Supply the Want of thy public Ordinan- 
ces, (we beſeech thee) by the immediate 
Teachings of thy good Spirit, to all ſuch as 
through any unavoidable Impediments are 
kept fromthem. And continue to us, O 


gracious Lord, the Light of thy Goſpel, and 
all the happy Opportunities, which we en- 


joy, for our Soul's Advantage. And pre- 
ſerve us alſo, by thy Grace, from the Curſe 


of Barrenneſs, under all thy holy Means, 
and abundant Mercies; for it were better 
for us we never had them, if we were not 
the better for them. That they may not, 


therefore, hereafter riſe up in Judgment a- 
gainſt us, O make them now Efficacious to 
us; and write thy Laws in our Hearts, and 


cauſe them to accompliſh all the Purpoſes 
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of thy Grace in our Souls, and to ſhine 


forth with a convincing Splendor in our 


Lives: to make us every way ſuch as thou 


wouldſt have us. 5 
And now we give Thanks as we are in- 
finitely bound) to thee, O Lord God, our 
heavenly Father, for the Mercies of this 


Day; and for thy great Mercy and Good- 
neſs that has hitherto followed us all the 


Days of our Lives: O how wonderful is 
thy Patience and Long-Suffering, that 
thou ſhouldſt all Day long ſtretch forth 
thy Hands to a rebellious and gainſaying 
Peope! And how unwearied thy Kindneſs 
and Love, that weſtillenjoy ſo many Com- 


forts with our Lives, who have taken the 
_ Courſe to ſpoil all with our Sins] Yea, that 
thou ſhouldſt not with-hold thegreazeft Mer- 


cies from ſuch as cannot pretend to de- 
ſerve the leaſt at thy Hands! Bleſſed be thy 
Name, O moſt merciful Father, that thou 
haſt defended us from ſo many Dangers in. 
our Lives, which threatened to deſtroy us; 


and deliver us out of ſo many Troubles, un- 
der which we ſhould have /unk and periſhed, 
if thou hadſt not been nigh to us, and done 


great Things for us. We bleſs thee for our 


Health and Plenty, Peace and Liberty: For 


the Uſe of our. Reaſon, Limbs, and Senſes, 
and for the Comforts of all thy good Crea- 
tures; for the Kindneſs of Friends, and Safety 


from our Enemies; for the Benefits and Re- 
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freſhments of Society, and the Succeſs and 
- Proſperity of our Afairs here in the World. 
But above all, we bleſs thee for the Mercies 


and Bleſſings relating to the World to come; 
for Jeſus Chriſt, and all ſpiritual Bleſſings 


in heavenly Things in him, tending to the 


Salvation of our Souls; for remembering. 


us in our low Eftate, and ſending eternal Re- 


demption to us by the Hands of thy dear 


Son; for the Light and Direction of thy 
Mord; for the Teachi: gs and Strivings, 


the Aids and Conſclations of thy Spirit; for 


all the Means and Helps which. we have to: 


do us goed; for all thy Grace wrought in 


us, and beſtowed upon us; and for all the 


Diſcoveries and Hopes of eternal Glory, 
which caou haſt given to us. O how in- 


finitely indebted are we to the Kindneſs and 


Love of God our Saviour! O that we may 
ever be Senſible and 7. Ed as we qught !: 
And with all that thou haſt given us, Vleſ- 
ſed Cod, give us Hearts fill'd with thy; 
Love, and lifted up in thy Praiſe, and de- 
voted to; thy Honour and Service. & 


Wi'a can but acknowledge the vaſt Debt, 


that we are never able to Pay. We cannot 
praiſe thee according to a Riches of thy 
Grace, and the Multitude of thy Mercies: 

But ve deſire to bleſs und praiſe, with all. 
the Capacities and Abilities wherewith thou. 


haſt bleſſed us. And help us, O Lord, 


our God, to glorify thy Name, not only 
in 
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in ſpeaking tothy Praiſe, but ſo entirely de- 


voting ourſelves to thy Pleaſure, that we 
may be thine in Faithfulneſs, and in the 
Sincerity of our Hearts, even. all the Days: 


of our Lives. 


O make us truly penitent and humbled 1 
Gor all which this Day we have done amiſs, 


and make us unfeignedly thankful for all 

the Good that we have received; and for 
all which thou haſt, in any Manner or 
| Meaſure, enabled us todo aright. The Evil 


is from. ourſelves alone, and to us belongs 


Shame and Confuſion of Face for it; but , 


all the Good is of thy free Grace, and thy 
meer Mercy: And to thy bleſſed Name, 
O Lord, our God, be all the Praiſe and 
Glory, render d with the moſt ſenſible and 


_ grateful men now and tor evermore. 
Amen. ; 


A Prayer 2 any intermediate Time of = 


the Lord Day. 


O Loxp the God of Glory! cou gllelt 


Heaven and Earth with thy Preſence, 


. fill my Heart (J pray thee) with hp Grace, 


and the Mindfulneſs of thy Preſence with 
me ; that I may demean myſelf, as under 


thy awful Eyes, and ever. manifeſt in thy 


holy Sight, who art chearfully and con- 


ſtantly worſhi ped and attended by all _ 


heavenly Hoft of glorious Angels, and t 
E 6 im- 
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Immortal Spirits above; where Thouſand 
Thouſands miniſter unto thee, and Ten 


Thouſand Times Ten Thouſand ſtand be- 
fore thee. O happy are they who are ever 


in thy bleſſed Preſence, and ſtill taken up- 


in the joyful Contemplation and Fruition 


of thee, and the Things above; who have 


an everlaſting Period put to all their Sins, 

and Troublesand Temptations here below; 
and have their Souls full of Holineſs, their 
Hearts filled with Joy, and their Mouths 

with the everlaſting Praiſes of God. O 


Lord, look down from Heaven, the Ha- 


bitation of thy Holineſs, and the Throne 


of thy Glory, and behold with Pity the 
poor Remnant of thy Heritage, who are yet 
upon our Warfare and Pilgrimage in this 


preſent evil World; beſet with many and 
mighty malicious Enemies of our Souls, 
and groaning for Deliverance from the 
Bondage of Corruption, that we may be 


brought into the glorious Liberty of the 
Children of Gl.. 5 


The good Lord pardon every one of us, 


that now prepare and ſet ourſelves to ſeck 
thy Face, and to meet and enjoy our God 
in the Ordinances of thy Worſhip : Though 


we be not cleanſed according to the Purifi- 
cation of the Sanctuary, accept us in thy 


beloved Son, according to what we have, 


and fill us with thy good Spirit, to make 


us what we ſhould be. O give me a devout 
1 5 - Soul, 


for the Lord =D ay. g "= ) 
ng: Heart; that I may 


Soul, and a 
not only go over the Words of Prayer, or 
reſt in any Forms of Godlineſs; but may 
ferve thee with my Spirit, and lift up my 
Heart to the Lord, and (as much as is 555 
fible) converſe above. 

It is good for me to draw ni oh to God; in 


vhoſe Service conſiſts all our ee and : 
Bliſs. O let my Heart rejoice in ſeeking 


the Lord; and with great Livelineſs, and 
Love, and Chearfulneſs, let me frequent 


thy Ways, and ſtudy thy Word, and admire 


thy Yorks, and praiſe thy Name. I bleſs 
thee, my God, that thou haſt given me an 
Underſtanding to know thee; a Heart to love 
thee, and a Soul capable of waiting upon 
thee in the Duties of thy holy-immediate Ser- 


vice here.z and capable of enjoying thee, in 
| thy eternal heavenly Glory hereafter. I _ 


bleſs thee for all Opportunities and Ad- 


vantages which I have to ſerve thee, and to 


work out my. Salvation ; for the Miniſtry 


of Reconciliation committed to thy Ser- 
vants, for all their Labours, and Writings, 
and Preaching; and for all other Means of 


Grace and Helps Heaven- ward. 
O give me alſo ſuch a Love to thy y Word, 


: that] may value it above all the Wealth of 
the World, and reliſh it better than all the 
Pleaſures of the Fleſh; eſteeming the Words 


of thy Mouth morethan my neceflary Food: 


Andreceiving it, not only in the Lgbt, but 


in 


4 
4 
= 


N " 
* 2 . * - | A 
r © LNG. ER v6, r r gp)... rn OO A+: KIN * 7 > We * 


2 n . 5 K 1 2 a Oy DF, 7 "0 ">. wort Y 
I WO OSS OUS Stn re SAS ns os, AP 


P OPT INT any 12:7 


” - 
* Wu ©. *4,/%- » Rd", ae 
De 


86 Prayer for, &c. 


in the Love of it, that I may be ſaved: 


And give me, Lord, a Heart to fear thee, 
and keep thy Commandments always, that 


it may go well with me, both now and for 


ever. O let me ſo make thy Word the 
Rule of my Life, that it may alſo be the 
Ground of my Hope: And while it is ſound- 
ing in my Ears, O be thou alſo teaching 


my Heart, to make it efficacious and ſav- 


ing to my Soul, And let there be ſuch a. 


Tranſcript of the Goſpel in my Life, that 


I may not only hear what it /ays, but be 


ſuch as it deſcribes, O gracious God ! con- 


tinue the Light and joytul Sound of thy 


Goſpel amongſt us: And help us ſo rightly 


to uſe it, and to make our due Benefit of 
it, that we may find Cauſe to bleſs and 
praiſe thee for it. O that every Sabbath 


may add ſtill. to our Stature in Chrift Jeſus; 


that we may ſo ſandtiſy thy Sabbaths 
now while we are on the Way, that in the 
End we may attain to the bleſſed Sabbath 
af thy everlaſting Reſt : There to live in. 
the Sight and Love, and in the Enjoy-. 
ment and Praiſes of thee our Cod, 'Bleſ- 
ſed for evermore. Anen. 


A Con- 
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A Confeſſion of the Sins forbidden, with 
Prayer for Grace to perform the Du 
ties enjoin'd in the Commandments :. 

 { Preparatory to the Sacrament, or at 


any Time of Humiliation.) 


i () Lox, the great and glorious God! 


againſt whom TI have grievouſly of- 
fended: And who for my Sins are juſtly 
diſpleaſed. I know not whereto begin or 
end with the Rehearſal of all my Tranſ- 
greſſions: which are more than I can Re- 


member, and greater than I can Expreſs. 


Thou art God alone, and there is none 


beſide thee, that has abſolute Soverergnty. 


over me, and that can be a full and final 


Happineſs to me. But, O Lord my Gd; 
other Lerds beſide thee have had Dominion 
over me. I have idolized Things in myſelf, 


and in this preſent World; and have ſet. 
them in the Stead of God: Either diſbeliev-. 
ing thy Being, or forgetting thy Preſence, 
or diſliking to retain thee in my Thoughts.;: 
and living without thee in the World. 1 
have not improv'd in thy Knowledge, an- 
ſweral! / tothe Means of Inſtruction where-- 
with thou haſt bleſſed me. And that I 
have no more and better Knowledge of 
God, it is my Shame, and owing to my ſin- 
ful Dulneſs and Negligence in that which 
does moſt of all concern me. I have not 

5 had 
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had all my Expectation from thee, nor my 
whole Dependance upon thee, nor my chief 
Hope and Delight in thee : But have ſtuck 
and truſted to Creature Comforts and worldly 
Emnoyments: Things ſhort of thee, my God, 
to make me happy. O how have I hard- 
ened my Heart againſt the Fear of thy glo- 
rious Majeſty; who canſt, whenever thou 
pleaſeſt, kill and caſt Sinners into Hell! 
Making bold to Sin againſt the clear Light 
which thou haſt cauſed to ſhine upon me ! 
And how have I ſhut my Heart againſt the 
Love of my chiefeſt Good; who has ſtill. 


been doing me Good, and laying freſh Ob- 


ligations upon me, with thy renewed Fa- 
vour, every Day! Loving the Creatures 


and any ſenſual Pleaſures more than the. 


God bleſſed for ever. 

I have conceived injurious unbecoming 
Thoughts of thy infinite Greazneſs and G 00d- 
eſs, till I have become vain and wicked in 
my Imaginations; thinking the moſt high 
and glorious God to be even ſuch a one as. 


myſelf. And inſtead of worſhiping thee. 


in Spirit and in Truth, it has been after my 

own Fancy and Humour : in a formal cuſ- 

tomary Manner. 

O what light Account have I made of 
thy great Name! And what little Zeal have 

I ſhewed for thy Honour and Glory! How 


have I diſregarded thy Word and Works, 
BY Mercies and Judgment, thy Calls and 


Warn- 
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from thee. 


be Gn 89 x; 


Warnings, and all thy Offers and Invitati- 


ons; And either neglected the Offices of thy 
Worſhip, or prophaned thy holy Things, 


and abuſed religious Duties, to cover my 


own Offences : Drawing nigh to thee with 


my Mouth when my Heart has been far 


Thy Day I have not remember'd as I 


_ ought, to keep it Holy: But have us'd as 
common, what thou haſt ſet apart for Sacred; 
and borne the holy Seaſon as a Burden, and 
made bold with thy hallowed Time, to 


ſpend it upon my Sloth and Luſts, and 
worldly Trifles and carnal Impertinences. 
O how have I fail'd and ſinn'd in all my 


Relations. As a Superior, in Pride and Va- 


nity; as an Inferior, in Stubbornneſs and 


Envy: As a Parent and Child, Maſter and 
Servant, Friend, and Neighbour : Not diſ- 
charging my Duty in any Capacity as 1 


ought ,. = 
How careleſs have I been of my ownand 


Others Souls | How paſſionate and unmer- 


citul, contentious and revengeful! Bitter 
in my Words, Malicious in my Heart, 
tempting ſome into Soul-ruining Sins! and 
not doing what in me lies, to keep others 


from the wicked undoing of themſelves ; 


not exerting my Deſires and Endeavours 
to do Good unto all. o 


O Lord! 


90 Prayer upon 

O Lord! J am Unclean, Unclean; defiled 
with filthy Imaginations rolling in my Head, 
and luſtful Deſires harbouring in my Heart, 
and breaking out in corrupt Communica- 
tion, and carnal Carriage, and intempe- 
rate Living after the Fleb. Yea, I have 
been guilty of the ſpiritual Whoredom, in 


forſaking the bleſſed Bridegroom of my Soul; 


to cleave to lying Vanities; and to keep 
up that Friendſhip with the World, which 
is Eumity with God. 


l I have been Unfaithful in the unrighte- 
__ ous Mammon, and not honoured thee with 


my Subſtance; nor done the Good which 
thou haſt made me capable of doing, with 
the World's Good: But by Idleneſs and in- 
_-jurious entrenchingon the Rights of others, 
or by profuſe conſuming my Portion on 
my own Lufts, I have been a facrilegious 
 Uſarper of thy good Creatures. | 
O! what vicious Liberties have I taken. 
to myſelf, in ſpeaking Evil of my Neigh- 


bours! Uſing them in my Words, as I 


would ill reſent to be us'd: Slandering 
and Reviling, Diſſembling, or raſh. Judg- 


ing: And often wronging the Truth; to 


avenge, to excuſe, or exalt myſelf. 
O what a Nurſery of covetous and carnal 
Deſires has been this corrupt and wicked 


Heart of mine! Cheriſhing and delighting 
in Evi Motions, repining at others Wel- 


fare e, de all to nyſelf, and Ca- 


tering 
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holy Laws: And J have alſo ſinned again 


ing myſelf with the Way of Salvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt : But neglecting ſo great Salva- 


whom to know and win, I ſhould have ac- 
counted all Things elſe but Lo/s and Dung. 

1 have not been awed by the, T breatenings, 
nor taken with thy Promiſes , 
the Calls of thy Word, nor yielded to the 


Truths, nor loved the Days, nor plied the 
Means, nor improved the Qpportunitieswhich 
thou haſt graciouſlyſet before me: But have 
ſhut my Eyes againit the Things of my 
Peace; and made light of all my Saviour's 


ſeriouſly Repenting, nor fervently Praying, . 


the Commands. 91 TY 
tering only for the Fleſh, to fulfil its 


Such Sins I have committed againſt we | | 
thy gracious Goſpel, O Lord; not acquarnt- 


tion; and diſregarding the only Saviour, 


nor liſtned to 


Motions of thy Spirit; nor believed the 


Doings andSufferings, andvarious Methods, 
for the Salvation of my Soul: Taking Plea- 
ſure in the Enemies of his Croſs; little con- 
cerned for the Succeſs of his Goſpel; nor lay- 
ing to Heart my own, or other Sins; nor 


but doing all theſe Things, as if I did'em 
Ke RP arenas es 
Such is my heavy Charge: This is my 
heinous Guilt : O that I may not only con- 
feſs it, but be duly humbled for it! And lay 
my Mouth in the Daſt, if ſo be that yet there 
may be Hope! And is there Hope for ſuch a 
RO 5 great 


92 A Prayer upon 
great and provoking Sinner? Lord of Love, 
thou haſt helped many poor miſerable Souls 
in a low dangerous Caſe : And many (Ibe- 
lieve) are now triumphing and praiſing thee 
in Glory, who much and long rebell'd a- 
gainſt thee here below. Such are the Won- 
ders of thy Grace, to get thee Glory in ſeek - 
ing and ſaving that which was /off, And 
thy Hand is not ſhortened ; nor thy Mercy 
abated: But ſtill thou art as able and ready & 
to help and ſave, as ever thou waſt. O put |< 
me in the Way where all thy Goodneſs may 
paſs before me: And help me to exercife 
tuch Humiliation and Repentance in thy 
Sight; that thou mayſtexerciſe thy pardon- - 
ing and ſaving Mercy upon my Soul: And 
never lay my Sins to my Charge, but upon 
his Account who was made Sin for us; 
(though he knew no Sin) that we might be. 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
Nor do Lonly beg for Pardonof Sin; but 
alſo for Power againſt it. That thy pre- 
venting may daſh and break 7. e in 
the firſt Approach; and thy af/iting Grace 
enable me to reſiſt in the Aſſault, and to 
overcome in the Iſſue. That I may never 
fall a miſerable Prey to the cruel Adverſary 
who walks about as a roaring Lion, ſeeking ; 
whom to Devour. And turn my Feet, © — 
Lord, to thy Teſtimonies; and help me 
with an enlarged Heart, to run the Way of 
thy Commands, O give me Grace 2 
take 
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the Commands. 1 93 
take and chuſe thee for my God; and to 


know, and truſt, and fear, and love. and 


ſerve, and worſhip thee as Cod. Give me 


a true Reverence for thy Name, Zeal for 


thy Glory, ſerious Devotion and Conſtancy 
in all theDuties of thy holy Religion ; con- 


ſcientious Care of the Sanctification of 
thy Day, and due Veneration and Affec- 


tion for all thy holy Things. . 
Help me alſo, my God, rightly to diſ. 


charge all relative Duties, that Lowe to 7 
periors, Equals, Inferiors, and all with whom 


I have my Converſation in the World: 
That I may give no juſt Offence to any, but 


ſo carry towards every one, as to credit my 


holy Profeſſion, and win others into the 
Love of it. O make me careful of my own, 
and of others Souls; Peaceable and Patient, 


Merciful and Kind; Deſirous of, and (what 


in me lies) endeavouring to promote, the 
Good of all: So loving my Neighbour as my 


ſelf. O make me chaſte and continent; 


pure in Heart, ſober and modeſt in Speech 
and Carriage; temperate in the Uſe of thy 
good Creatures; given to Prayer, and all 
the Exerciſes of Godlineſs, chat tend to 
mortify the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. Make 
me alſo faithful in the anrighteous Mammon, 


contented with my Portion, induſtrious in 


my Calling, upright in my Dealing, ho- 
nouring thee with my Subſtance ; and doing 
Good, and not Hurt, with what thou haſt 


given 
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given me of the World's Good. Help me, 
O righteous God, {till to love and own, to 


conſeſs and maintain the Truth : Candidly 


to interrupt Saying and Doings of others; 


not delighting in- their Shame, but being 
as tender of their Reputation, as I would 


_ defire they ſhould be of mine. And help 


me, O my Lord, to reſiſt the. Beginnings 


and firſt Riſings of evil Motions in my 


| Mind: And to keep my Heart with all Di- 
ligence from giving any Harbour there to 
covetous and unclean Deſires. O let me 
not give my Mind to earthly Things; nor 
be Carnally-minded, which is Death; but 
Spiritually-minded, which is Life and Peace. 


And incline my Heart, O good God, to 


meditate and love and keep thy holy Laws. 


O make me reſolved for, in love with, 
a Life of Holineſs, according to thy bleſſed 
Will and Word. And let me not only 
think and purpoſe to live god in Chriſt Jeſus, 
but bring my Purpoſes into Aclions, my 


Actions into Habits, and my Habits into a 
holy laſting Perſeverance; enduring ſo to 
the End, that I may be ſaved. And 


through the Ways of thy holy Commands, 


O Lord, lead me to the Joys of thy heavenly 
Kingdom: That having my Fruit unto Ho- 
lineſs, I may find the End everlaſting Life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Prayer 


FFT 
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f , | ad DER He mY s 8. . 
4 a | | C * | 
A Prayer before the Sacrament of the 


Lord's-Supper. 


What am I, poor unworthy ſinful 
A Wretch, that ſhould goto the Table 
of the Lord, and put myſelf on, for the Por- 
tion of his Saints! Great God! My Guilt 


and Shame and Fear do pull me back; and 


make me ready to conclude it Preſumptuons 
and Vain for me, ever to expect fuch high 
Honour and Favour from thee; after 1 
have ſo foully Miſbehaved myſelf towards 

f not think of making ſo near 
Approaches to thy holy Majeſy, but that 
thou art pleaſed to inuite and command us ſo. 
to do. Nor could I ever hope for ſuch 
heavenly Bleſſings at thy Hands. O Lord, 
but that thou art fo infinitely Good and 
Lind, even to ſuch as deſerve nothing from 
thee! but to be forſaken and abborred by 


thee. I dur 


thee. Inſtead of ſtretching forth a Scepter 


of Mercy, to invite me to thy Table ; thou 
 might'ſt with the Rod of thy Wrath, daſh 
me in Pieces as a Potter's Veſſel: And in- 
ſtead of entertaining me with the Bread of 


Lift e, and the Cup of Bl effing, might & vive. 


throw me down, where I ſhould in vain 
cry out for a Drop to cool my Tongue. 


But ſeeing thou art pleaſed to call even 


Sinners that have undone themſelves, to 
. come 
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come unto thee for Help; and haſt appoint- 
ed this Sacrament as a Means of Conveyance, 
to help them to Pardon and Grace, that ſtand 


in Need of the ſame; therefore, ſeeing I do 
extremely need thy pardoning Mercy, and 


thy ſanCtifyingGrace; Icome (Lord) though 
polluted and unfit to appear before thee : 

And I dare not hut come; as knowing that 
I ſhall be andone, keeping away from thee, 
I come not, Lord, becauſe I am Worthy ; 


but becauſe thou art rich in Mercy. I 


come as the poor ſtarved Wretch to the 

Fire: I come as the Hungry to be Fed; and 
as the Sick and Maimed, tobe Recovered and 
Healed. That I may waſh in the Blood of 
thy Son, and be Cleanſed: That I may re- 


ceive of thy infinite Fulneſs, all that is 


wanting in my wretched Seff : And that I 


may ſo touch my Saviour, as to perceive 


Virtue from him; to heal my ſinful Sores, 


and to enable me for thy faithful Service. 
O that I may come in the humbleſt Man- 
| ner, with all Reverence and Godly Fear; 
and with the moſt earneſt Longings after 
Chriſt Jeſus; and the heartieſt Reſolutions 
to Live unto him, that was pleaſed to Die 
for me!] And do thou inſtruct me, O Lord, 
and aſſiſt me in the Examination, the Hu- 
miliation, and Preparation of myſelt; in 
order to my ſafe and comfortable Partici- 


pation of this holy Ordinance. Before I 
3 compaſs 
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Heart by Repentence, and Faith in the 
Blood of our great Redeemer. O let me 


receive a broken and bleeding Saviour with 
a broken and contrite Heart. And make 


me ſo willing and obedient, that I may eat 
the Good of the Ordinance: So conformable 


to thee, that I may find Communion with 


theez and may have not only a Repreſen- 


tation, but a Participation of Chriſt Cruci- 
fied. O turn in, my Lord,, 2 not as a 


Stranger to the Soul that is the Purchaſe of 


thy own Blood. Enrich thy Ordinance with 


thy Preſence; that I may find him whom 


my Soul deſires to love, and whole Love 
is better than Vine: That Chriſt may ap- 


pear and be known to my Soul, in this 


breaking of Bread: That I may receive ſuch 
Life from thee, as may enable me to liue 
unto thee: And make me know, that thou 


abideſt in me, by the Spirit, which thou 
han 8 
Bleſſed Saviour] weigh not mine, but 


thy own Merits : For J have not deſerved 
thee, but thou haſt redeemed me. I can 


never be worthy of thee; but give me (I be- 
leech thee) ſuch agreeable Diſpoſitions, 


Apprehenſions, Affections, and Reſoluti- 


ons, in my coming to thee; that I may 


eat and drink Worthily, of what I am to 


receive from thee: That I may participate 


of thy ſacred Body crucified, and thy preci- 


ous 


the Lord -Supper. 075 : 
compaſs thy Altar, wilt thou purify my 
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ous Blood ſhed for us, with ſuch Diſcerning, 
and Reverence, and Penitence, and Faith, 
and Love, and Thankfulneſs, as I ought to 
do. And what J am not in myſelf, O do thou 
make me, out of thy own infinite Fulneſs; 
ſuch a meet Receiver at thy Table, that I 
may find Welcome with thee, to my preſent 
Conſolation and my everlaſting Salvation. 
DO thou that haſt prepared a Table in this 
Wilderneſs, with heavenly Proviſions for 
our Souls, prepare my Soul, dear Lord, for 

theſe Proviſions; and give me ſpiritual Ap- 

petite, as well as ſpiritual Siſtenance: That, 
as the Hart pants after the Water-brooks, 

my Soul may pant after thee, OGod: That 

with DeſireI may deſire to eat this Paſſover ; 

and fo open my Mouth, that thou may'ſt 

fill my hungry Soul with thy good Things; 
and ſo lift up the everlaſting Doors of my 

{leart, that the King of Glory may come 

in; that Chriſt may dwell in my Heart by 

Faith, and abide with my Spirit, as long 

as I am to abide here in the Fleſh. 

O make thy Ordinance healing, and the 
Saviour of Life to my Soul. And make it 

alſo a ſealing Ordinance, to clear up to me 

the Pardon of my Sins, and the Aſſurance 
of thy Love. And as thou ſealeſt the Co- 
venant of Grace, O let me ſeal the Cove- 
nant of Obedience; and in ſuch a devout 


- and acceptable Manner come unto thy 


Zalle; that I may return from it with my 
1 Conſcience 


the Lord's Supper. 90 b 


Conſcience quieted, my Corruptions ſubdued, 


my Graces increaſed, and my Soul encou- 
raged, with an enlarged Heart, to run the 


Way of thy Commands. 


Ah Lord! to whom ſhould I repair bur 


unto thee my Life, my Strength, and my 


Redeemer ! O thou that "alleſt unto thee the 
| Labouring and Heavy-laden Sinners, help 


me ſo to come to thee, that in thee I may 


find Reſt for my Soul. Thou that haſt 


commanded us to break our Bread to the 


Hungry, O break the Bread of Life to all of 
us that hunger andthirſt after Righteouſneſs : 


And give us, O Lord God, our heavenly 


Father, evermore give us this Bread. And 
thou that art pleaſed ſtill to continue to us 
the Liberty and Advantage of this Ordi- 
nance, to nouriſh and revive our Souls, O 


work in our Hearts a higher Eſteem for it, 
and a greater Love to it. And in our Pre- 


parations before we eat and drink at thy. 


Table, in our Communicating there, and our 


Converſation after, O teach and help us to 


carry Beſeeming the holy heavenly Feaſt; 
and as becomes the Redeemed and Obliped of 


the Lord, and the very living Members of 


Jeſus Chrift. 
Hear me, O Lord my God, and forgive 


me; bleſs and direct me, quicken and aſſiſt 
me, in the Work now lying upon me: And 
be good to me, and deal graciouſly with 


me ; that I may diſcharge all my Offices 


„ heartily 
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heartily as to the Lord, and with good Ac- 
ceptance 1n the Sight of God, through the 


beloved of thy Soul, the only Saviour of 


mine, Amen, Amen, 


A Prayer for Grace to Reſign ond give | 


up our ſelves to God. 


\ My great and glorious Maker and 
Redeemer, my continual Preſerver 
and Keeper, my only Lord and Owner ! 


_ Thine J am every Way, by all the Ties of 


Duty and Love; and not at my own Di 
poſal, to do what I will with myſelf : For 


thy haft formed me for thy /elf, and dearly 
ranſomed me, after I had 4% myſelf. Yea, 
1 have been ſolemnly Devoted to thee, and 


vowed to renounce all Tempters for my 
Heart and Service, that would Rival with 

my bleſſed Lord; and obediently to. ſerve 
thy divine Pleaſure, to walk in thy holy 
Ways, all the Days of my Life. Andto 
be ſo true and faithful in the Covenant of 


my God, is not only my Obligation, but my 


Honour and Intereſt, my higheſt Perfection, 


and my greateſt Bis. 


But with Confuſion and Remor fe, 1 muſt | 


acknowledge, O Lerd, how I have ſacri- 


legiouſly alienated myſelf from thee, and 
moſt fooliſhly and wickedly forſeken thee, 
to ſerve other Lords; yea to be under the 
Power and Servitude of my own vain Hu- 

mours 


Sel -Reſignation. 101 
mours and brutiſh Luſts; nor concern'd 
ſo much to pleaſe thee, as myſelf; As if 1 
were ſo my own, that I had no Lord over 
me, to whom belongs all the Right and 
\ Title to me. O my God! Forgive and mor- 
pr this wicked and pernicious Seſſiſoneſs in 
And let me no longer unjuſtly with- 
bold myſelt from thee : Nor madly expole 
myſelt to Ruin, by living in the World 
without thee; nor hang in a tremulous 
Suſpence between God and Mammon, vainly 
thinking to hold in with 0th. But make 
me ſo wiſe and conſiderate, not only of 
my Duty, but of my own Felicity; as wil- 
lingly and chearfully to ſurrender and devote 
myſelf to the bleſſed Author of my Being: 
That ſo 1 may both anſwer the End tor 
which I was made: And allo attain the 
Happineſs whereof 1 am capable. Seeing 
all that are far from thee ſhall Periſo, as 
Branches cut from the living Root that feeds 
them: and I have no Sufficiency i in myleli, 
but derive all my Good from the Union 
with my God: I am convinced, O Lord, 
that I am thine, by thy undoubted Rig bl; 
and that I ought to yield up myſelf for 
ſuch, by my own free Choice; and volun- 
tary At. It is belt fo me foto do; and i 
can never do well, in ſtanding off fror | 
e 


O bring me to it; and make me AIM 
and hearty 1 i. 


1 . My 
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My Lord] Break all the Ties that detain 


me from thee : and ſeize and take me for 


thy own: Yea, keep and continue me in 


thy Fear and Love, to my Life's End. 


And upon my Mind and Memory, upon 


my Will and Aﬀection, upon my Heart 
and Conſcience, O write Holineſs to the 
Lord: And every Way make me willing 
Wholly to be Thine. Let thy Will ever be 


mine in all Things: And melt down this 


ſtubborn Will into aready Compliance with 


thy holy Pleaſure. O let me love and hate, 


and joy and diſlike, as thou doſt. Let my 


Soul and 78 þ and all the Faculties and 


Powers of both, be under thy Condu#?, and 
employed to thy Glory. Letall that I am, 
and all that I have, (whatever is nine) O 


let it be thine; not in Pretence only, but in 


Deed and in Truth. And never let me 
think it hard to renounce all for Thee; who 
are infinitely better than all elfe that ever 
can tempt me. . N 


O help me ſo ſincerely to deny myſelf, 


that I may own no Guide and Ruler, but 
my great Lord and Proprietor : that my 


Eyes may be ever towards thee, and my 


whole Dependance upon thee; and that thou 


may'ſt be all in all to me; and thy Word 


my Rule, and to promote thy Honour and 
Pleaſure, my great Aim and Endeavour : 
That in all Things thou may'ſt ever be re- 
garded, and preferred, and gloriſied by me, 


thro' Feſus Chriſt, Amen. Some | 
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Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations 
of” the Soul: Before receiving at the 


Lord's Table. 
I. DLeſd be my Cod, that again is 


pleaſed to call me to the Reconcilia- 


tion Feaſt : And alter all my Breaches with 
him, and all my Offences againſt him, yer 
to grant me a new Indulgence; and to ſeal 
my Pardon afreſh in the precious Blood of 


his dear Son, that was ſhed to take away 
the Sins of the World. 

II. At thy gracious Invitation, Lord, I 
am bold to come, looking for that bleſſed 


Benefit, which I know myſelf fo unworthy. 
to Receive; that thou mighteſt juſtly ar 


up the Doors of Mercy againſt me, and 
with-hold the ſaving Good from me. But 
thy Mercies, bleſſed God, are not to the 
Deſerving and Worthy ; but to the Miſera- 


ble and Needy. O let me find them, as | 


need them; according to the Riches of thy 


| Bounty; and according to the Greatneſs 


of my Neceſſity. 


III. I have no Might for this great 


Work : Bur I will go in thy Strength, O 


Lord my God. Give me, I beſeech thee, 


the Diſpoſitions, which thou requireſt: 
And work in me, what thou calleſt for from 


+ nie. 
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me. O let me find thy Hand upon me, 


thy Hep with me, and thy Grace ſufficient 


for me. 


IV. O that I may fee thy Power and thy 
Gl oy , fo as have ſeen thee, in the Sanfiu- 
77 That I may ſhare in the heavenly En- 
tertainment of thy Children, and eat and 


drink in thy Preſence, that Bread of Life, 


bran that Cup of Blejing ; which may be 


ne Life of my Soul, and make glad my 
Hear , even with the Joy of thy Salvation. 


V. O what ſhall I do at thy Heuſe, and 
thy Table, Lord, if thou do not appear, to 
receive and entertain me? O that thou 
wouldeſt, in wonderful Condeſcenſion, 


bow the Heavens and come down; and make 
me Experience thy Preſence with me, and 


the Power of thy Spirit upon me; and 


that Loving-Kindneſs of thine, which is 
better than Lyfe ! 


VI. O let not the great Lord and Lover 


of Souls, keep off as a Stranger to my Soul! 
But lool forth at the Windows, and fhew 


 bimſeif through the Lattice, and remember 


me in ſaving Mercy, where be feeds, where 
he makes bis Flock to reſt; And let me now 
taſte, and ſee (to the Satisfaction of my 
Soul) how . the Lord is. 


VII. * 
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VII. I deſire to ſhelter under the Shadow 
of my Lord Redeemer; and to be found in 
Chriſt Jeſus, endued with that Righteouſneſs 
of his, which is ſufficient both to attone for 


all my Cult, and alſo to fill up all my 


Wants; yea to make me compleat and meet 
for the Love of God, and for the Felicity 
of his Choſen. O God of all Grace! Give 


| me, I beſeech thee, thy Chriſt to be my 


Jeſus: And grant me a particular Saving- 


* Intereſt in that great Redemption, which he 
brings to the poor ſinful % World: That 


my Soul may magnify the Lord, and my Spirit 
may rejoice in God my Saviour. 


VIII. O thou hs. art 1 to do it, 


bring me into the Bonds of the Covenant: And 
let me voluntarily and chearfully enter it: 


Not as compelled to it, or aggrieved at it; 


but willing and glad with all my Heart, to 
be ſecured in ſuch bleſſed Hands. 


IX. O make me willing in the Day of 
thy Power: And may Ithis Day experience, 
Lord, the powerful Workings of thy bleſ- 
ſed Spirit; to open and enlarge my Heart, 
and make me ready, and fit, and joyful, 
to receive him who ſtands at the Door and 


knocks, even to receive Gorge Jeſus the Lord 
into my Soul. 750 
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X. O how Unworthy am 1, Lord, that 


thou ſhouldeſt come under my Roof : Un- 
_ worthy to eat the Crumbs that fall under thy 


Table! But thy infinite Merits can cover all 


my Sins and Unworthineſs; and recommend 
me to the juſt and holy Majeſty of Heaven, 


even as if I had not / we} O deal fo 
graciouſly with me, my Lord and my God, 


] beſeech thee, and forgive and heal and 
Help me; and exercile thy Pewwer and Pity, 


and great Salvation upon me: And come 


into my Soul, with all the Bleſſings and 


Conſolations of thy coming into the World. 


XI. O Lord! My Soul is polluted, 
and Uncleen, Unclean: But thy precious 
Blood can cleanje me from all my Sins and 


Defilements; and make me fit to receive 


thee, to my Profit and Comfort : O ſpeak 
thou the Word; and I ſhall be clean and 
whole: And my Soul ſhall live, and tor 


ever bleſs thy Name. 


XII. Aſſiſt me mercifully, O Lord, in 


my Deſigns and Endeavours, to obtain 
the bleſſed Fruitions whereof thou haſt 
made me capable. O forgive my Unwor- 
thineſs; cover my Deformities : Help my In- 
frmities; quicken my Dullneſs; prepare 


me tor thee: Draw me unto thee: Bring 


me into the Enjoyment of thee; now in part, 
| 2 as 
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as far as I can attain : and hereafter in TE 


neſs, as much as my Heart ſhall dere, and 
that for ever. 


XIII. O that thy Ordinance now may 


be the Means of my Eſtabliſpment; to de- 


rive unto my Soul, out of the Fulneſs of 


Chriſt Jeſus, Grace ſufficient to make me 


holy and lively, and able for my Duty: Faith- 
ful in it, and Conſtant to it! And what J 
have not in myſelf, Lord, do thbu give 


me: And what I am not of myſelf, O do 
thou make me, for thy own Mercy Sake, 


Amen. Amen. 


Thankſgiving and Prayer af ter the Sa- 


crament of the Lord's-Supper. 


Deſire with all my Soul to adore and 


magnify thy bleſſed Name, O Lord 
God, my heavenly Father, for all the Ex- 


Preſſions of thy Love and Bounty, to me a 


poor unworthy Sinner. Particularly, for 
thy precious Favours, and the renewed 


Pledges of thy Love in Chriſt Feſus, which 
J have received from thee this Day; that 


thou haſt admitted me, not only into thy 


Houſe, but to thy Table; and us'd me as thy 
Friend, and the Child of thy Family; whey) 
deſerve to be caſt out as an Enemy, and to 
be trampled, even as the Off-/ceuring of all 

ET FE 6 Things 
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Things. O what manner of Love is this, 


that 7 ſhould fare ſo well, who deſerve fo 


ill at thy Hands! O that it ſhould be ſo 
done to wretched ſinful Men! That the God. 
fo greatly offended by us, ſhould not only 


forgive us, but entertain and feaſt us with all 


the good Things, which our bleſſed Sa- 
 viour has meritedand prepared for us! Lord, 


what is Man, that thou art minaful of M. 


and the Son of Man, that thou fo v//reſt. 
him! and what am I, one of the vileſt and 
fo:u'leit of Men, that the great Lord, fo. 


ill uled by me, ſhould deal fo exceeding 


_ graciouſly with me] O make me to know the | 
T hings that are freely given meot God, and 


how much Ido owe unto the Lord for all thy 
Kindneſs to my Soul, which thou haſt redeem- 
ed and eternally obliged to thy Self. O give 


me a Heart deeply ſenſible of thy Mercy, 


and ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to live to thy Glery; 
that I may ſhew my Thankfulneſs for thy 


Benefits, by my Obedience to thy Precepts. 
O keep me mindful of the Vous of God upon 


me: And help me to live, as having my 
holy Redeemer now dwelling in me. 


And as I have received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, ſo enable me to walk in him; to 


walk. more worthy of the Lord unto all 
Well-pleaſing ; to walk in Love, as Chriſt 


loved us; and to go on in the Strength of 


what 1 have received from thee, to ) Give 
unto 
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unto thee : Following after Holineſs as be- 


ing not only brought ſo igb to, but inti- 


mately conjoined with the holy One of God. 
As I have eat and drank the ſacramental 
Bread and Wine, to the Nouriſhment and 


| Refreſhment of my frail Body; fo let the 


crucified Body, and effuſed Blood of God 


my Saviour nouriſh and ſuſtain my im- 
mortal Soul unto Life eternal: and revive 
me with the Senſe of thy Pardon, and Peace 


and Love, that's better than * and 


better than Life itſelf. 

And O that the Sacrifice of Chrif Glas, 
(that Sacrifice of Himſelf) which he offered 
u UPON the Croſs, and which J have this Day 


den commemorating at thy Table, may 


attone for all the Failiags and Miſcarriages 


in my Preparations and Performances! 


That upon the Account of that grand 
Propetiation for the Sins of the whole World, 

I may be ſpared and accepted with thee 
my God, here to thy bleſſed Love, and 
hereafter to thy heavenly Glory: Through 
him that gave himſelf for us, and has alla 


given himſelf to 45; even the Son of thy 
Love, and the great Lover of our Souls : 


For whom, and to whom, with thy eternal 
Self and Holy Spirit, be all Thanks and 
Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, aſcribed 


of me, and of all thy Church, now and 
tor evermore. Amen, 


dome 
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Some devout Ejaculations and Elevations 


of the Soul, after receiving at the 


Lord's Table. 
1. Lory be to thee, O Lord our God, 


that in our extreme Need of a Re- 


deemer, thou haſt made ſuch gracious Pro- 
Diſion for our Souls; and fent thy Son to 


die for our Sins, and to ſeve us, who had 


_ deſtroyed ourſelves. And he that offered 
| himſelf upon the Croſs for us, is pleaſed to 


offer himſelf at his Table unto us, Where 


I have been taſting the Fruits of his Leve, 
and receiving my Share among the Redeemed 


of the Lord. 


II. I bleſs thee, my Ged, for the Mercies 


of a Saviour; without which all Mercies 


elſe would be Unavarlable, and do me no 


Good. I bleſs thee, that thou haſt not 


with-held thy Son, thy only Son from us, 


but given him to be the Propitiation for our 
Sins; and to be the Life and Food of our 
Souls. 


HI. I fat down under his Shadow, and 
his Fruit was ſweet to my Taſte. J have been 


entertain'd at the Table of the Lord: And 
there his Banner over me was Love. Twas 
Love that gave me the Saviour whom I have 

been receiving; and the Opportunity now 


0 
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to come, and reſt and feaſt my Soul — 
him. 


5 IV. Return to thy Reſt, O my Soul, for 1 
5 the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. Thy || 
Life is given thee at his Hand : Who for- 1 

giveth all thy Sins, and healeth all thy Diſ- Þ 

caſes: And not only redeems thee Fol De- 

ſtruction, but crowns thee with Loving- kind. 

l neſs and tender Mercies; and ſatisfies thy #1 
-Y Mouth with good things; and thoſe the beſt = 
': of all things, even his Pardon and Peace, i 
his Son and his Spirit; the Riches of his | 
Grace, and the Pledges of his Glory. 1 


V. Bleſſed be my God, for that Bread | 
which came down from Heaven to give Life 1 
unto the World. And bleſſed be thy Name, 
O gracious Lord, for my Share in chis 
higheſt Expreſſion of thy wonderful Love ” 
and Bounty. 1 


t VI. Eternal Thanks and Praiſe be unto 1 
0 thee, O bleſſed God my Saviour, for all thy j 
glorious Atchievements, in laying the ſure 

Foundation for our good Hope, and ever- 
laſting Conſolation. 


Y VII. Thou haſt loved us, * redeemed us, 
” and waſhed us from our Sins, in thy own 


Blood. And O how infinitely indebted am 
I to thy Mercy, that thou calleſt me to this 
ſweet heavenly Entertainment; which coſt 


thee | 
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thee 10 dear, to purchaſe and provide for 


us! 


VIII. O make me more ſenſible of thy 
Leve; and more thankful for all its bleſſed 


Effects. And let me now find the happy 
Fruits of Strength and Refreſpment to my 


Soul; even Strength againſt all the Temp- 


tations, that would pluck me from thee, 
and engage me in Rebellion againſt thee; 


and ſuch Refreſhment, as may take my 


Heart off all the Pleaſures of Sin; and 
make it my Meat and Drink to do the Will 
Y my heavenly Father. 


IX. After I have taſted the Pleaſures of 

my Fa:her's Horſe, O let me not go feed 
upon Hiſes. And let nothing wear off or 
wear out the Savour that I have had of 


1 hings Heavenly: Nor let a World part 


between me and the bleſſed Saviour of the 


World. 


* Let me not turn my Back upon the 
Lord of Love, that has been ſo good and 
kind to my Soul, O let me not break with 
my heavenly Sovereign to whom now again 
I have vowed ene, 


XL. Whither ſhall J g0 from thee, O 


bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt the Words and the 


Gifts of eternal Life? Als is in thy Hands: 
3 And 
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And thou art the 5% of all Lords; who 
doſt not rule us, but to bleſs us: And 
canſt have no Ends upon us, in ordering 
of us; but only to keep off Ruin from us, 
and to ſecure the highelt Happineſs to us. 


XII. I will admire and love, and praiſe 
my Lord: J will believe and truſt in his 
tried Mercy: I will rejoice and glory in 
his great Salvation, And who ſhall pluck 
me out of his Hands? What ſhall ſeparate 
me from his Love ? My Beloved is mine, 
and I am his. Thine I am, O Lord, and 
thine 7 will. be, while 1 have my Being. 


: XIII. Vet, 3 of all Pane and Love! 
5 beſeech thee keep thy Servant from Fall- 

And preſerve me in every Time and 
Caſe of Danger. O do not ſuffer me to 
undo myſelf; but pity my Frailty and re- 
lieve my Infirmity: And in thy Hands let 
me be /afe, and never periſh, but attain to 
everlaſting Life: Through Jeſs Chriſt, my 


great Redeemer and only Saviour. Amen, 
Amen. 


Priger- and Humiliation for a public 
| F aſt-Day. 1 | 


Log: Gans glorious i in Tolima and 
of purer Eyes than to behold any 
Iniquity without Abhorrence of! it, and In- 


dignation 
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dignation againſt it! How ſhall Man, n- 
ful Man, thatdrinks in Iniquity like Water, 
appear before thee! And how ſhall we, 


vile and trail, polluted and depraved as we 


are, ſhew ourſelves in the Preſence of ſuch 


a great and wiſe, juſt and holy, God, as 
thou art ! When we look upon thy perfect 
Law, and ſee what we ſhould be, what 
manner of Perſons, in all holy Converſation 


and Godlineſs ; and when we reflect on our 
own Hearts and Lives, and find what we 


are; how wanting in our Duty, and how 
_ contrary to that holy Rule, which thou doſt 


preſcribe us, by which to keep our Hearts, 


and to order our Converſation: We cannot _ 
come into thy Preſence, O Lord, without 
Confuſion of Face, and Anguiſb of Soul, and 
 Remorſe of Conſcience; to think how 
_ Fooliſhly and Wickedly we have done; 
and how Abject and Wretched we have 


made ourſelves; even viler than the Duſt 


of the Earth, or any thing that moves 


upon it. 


* Beſides that we brou oht with us a corrupt 
Nature into the World, full of Strangeneſs 


to thee our God, and full of Enmity againſt 
thy holy, good, and righteous Laws : ; we 


have miſ/-ſpent the moſt of our Time here 


in the Neglect of thy Word, and in Diſo- 
bedience againſt thy Word; daily multi- 


plying our Offences againſt thee, as thou 


haſt been pleaſed daily to multiply thy 


Bi ngs 
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Blefings and Favours upon us, O the pre- 


cious Time that we have loſt, the Means 
that we have neglected, the Mercies that we 


have abuſed, the Calls and Warnings, O, 
fers and Invitations, that we have diſre- 


garded! How bold have we made with 


thy glorious Majeſty, and with thy holy 
Laus] What little awful Regard have we 
had of thee |! What little conſcientious Fear 
of offending thee. 


© the crying Sins and Abolninations, 
the prevailing Wickedneſs, and the bold 
open Impieties, [The Swearing and Drun- 
kenneſs, the Pride and Uncleanneſs, the cruel. 


 Enmity, and all manner of Injuſtice, the cor- 
 rupt Communication, and ungodly Converſa- 
tion, ] whereby God is ſo greatly diſhonoured 


and provoked every Day, almoſt every 
where ! And O how large a Share have we 


had in adding to the public Guilt! Sinning 


as we have done in- all Eſtates and Affairs, 


in all Relations and Circumſtances of our 
Lives! And not only through Weakneſs 


and Surprize, and the Violence of Tempta- 
tions, but many Times Knowingly, Wil- 
fully, and Preſumptuouſly; with a high 


Hand, and ſtiff Neck, againſt thee our 
glorious Maker, and Judge eternal: And 


O how great a Weight have we added to 
all our other Sins, by the Hardneſs of our 


Hearts, and our impenitent Continuance in 
our Sins! Committing great Sins with little 
Remorſe, 
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Remorſe, little penitent Concernment for all 
the Evils whereof we have been Guilty! 


Yea, Lord, how unſuitable ſtill are our 


Hearts and our Lives to thoſe holy Rules, 
which thy Word gives us in Charge to fol- 
low ! So much is there {till ams with us; 

and wanting in us, that it is the great 
| abounding Mercy of our Lord, thou doſt 
yet /engthen out our Lives, and thy Patience 
with us; and ſtill leave us any of theſe 

Opportunities, to humble ourſelves before 

thee, and to cry for Mercy to thee, in that 

Day of Grace, which through the Forbear- 
ance of our God is yet over us. 

WMWWe have not glorify'd thee, O Lord, in 
bearing Fruits of Hol7neſs anſwerable to thy 
revealed Will, and to thy obliging Love: 
But we deſire to give Glory to God, in con- 
feſſing our Sins, and humbling our Souls, 

and ackn :0wledging our Deſert of all thy 

Judgment; and admiring and magnifying 

the Kiches of that Grace and Mercy, which 
has ſpar'd fo long a Time, and ſhewed us 
ſuch marvellous Kindneſs ſtill, notwith- 
ſtanding all the high Provecations of our 

Sins. Lord, we have heard (and bleſſed be 
thy Name, we have found) that the King 

of Heaven is a merciful King. That with 

"thee, our God, there is Mercy, that thou 
may ſt be feared; that our Sins, though 
great and manifold, may be Pardoned, 

and that our Souls, though Ruinous, and 

much 
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much endangered by Reaſon of our Sins, 
may be recovered and healed, and eternally 
ſaved: O help us ſo to accuſe, and judge, 
and condemn our/e/ves, that we may not 
be judged of the Lord, to be condemned 
with the World; and ſo to lay our Sins to 
Heart, that thou may'ſt never lay them to 
our Charge, but upon the Account of thy 
Son, our Saviour; whom thou haſt given 
to be the Propitiation for our Sins: And in 
whom thou art a God gracious and merciful 
to poor Sinners; that deſerve nothing at 
all from thee, but to be forſaken and ab- 
horred by thee. For his Sake, O good 
G! Give us Repentance and Pardon for 
all that is paſt, wherein we have offended 
thee; whether they be our Sins of Omiſſion, 
or Commiſſion: Sins of Weakneſs, or Wil- 
fulneſs: Failings, or Preſumptions; the 
Sins of Ignorance, or ſuch as we have com- 
mitted againſt Light and Knowledge; O 
gracious Lord ! Humble us duly under the 
Senſe of them, and abſolve us thoroughly 
from the Guilt of them. O ſet our Sins in 
order before us, and make us to know our 
Tranſgreſſions, and the Plague of our own 
Hearts; and every one of us ſo to ſearch 
and try our Ways, that we may turn to 
the Lerd, and bring forth Fruits meet for 
KRepentance : And not only loath gurſelves 
in our own Sight, for all rhe Evils whereof 
we have been guilty : But allo loath, as 
much 
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much as ever we have loved, the Things 
which diſpleaſe thy holy Will, and diſho- 
nour thy bleſſed Name. O that we may 
forſake our Sins, not only in the outward 
Commiſſion, but in the inward Affection; 
not reſerving to ourſelves any Sin or Luſt 


to be ſpared, nor any Way of Wickedneſs, 


wherein we would be allowed: But keep- 
ing at that Diſtance which thy holy Word 


teaches us to keep, from every evil and 


accurſed Thing, that is Abomination in thy 
Sight, and deſtructive to our Souls: And, 
cleanſing ourſelves from all Filtbineſs of 


Fleſh and Spirit, endeavouring to perfect 


Holineſs in the Fear of God. 


We have been acceſſary to the accumu- 


| lated heinous Gilt that endangers us all, 


and calls for Judgment on the Land. 0 
that we may be as forward to contribute our 
Help, by the Humiliation of our Souls, and 
the Reformation of our Lives, to ſave our 
Nation; and to turn away the Anger gone 


out againſt us, that we periſh not. Save us, 


O Tad. from bur Sins, which are the 
Enemies of our own Houſe; more mil- 
chievous to us than any other Evils, or Ene- 
mies abroad. O pour out a Spirit of ſerious 


| Repentance and Reformation upon the whole 


Nation; to heal the Diſtempers of our Souls, 
to curb the Diſorders of our Lives, and 
to recover the decayed Power of God- 
lineſs 1 in the Land : And ſo prepare and 

diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe us, not only for thy /emporel Mer- 
cies, but for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt to eternal Life. Help us ſo to turn 
from the Evil of our Ways; that thou 
may'ſt turn from the Fierceneſs of thy 
Wrath, and cauſe thy Anger towards us to 
ceaſe. O that we may hear the Rod, and who 
| has appointed it! And ſo prepare to meet 
thee our God, in the Way of thy Judgments, 
that the God of Peace may think Thoughts 
of Peace to us, and not of Evil; to give 
us an expected End, and the deſired Tue 


out of all our Fears and Dangers. 


Thou can'ſt ſhew us great and mighty 
Things, which we know not, and exceed 
all our Expefations, as well as our Deſerv- 
ixgs, by thy bountiful Favours: And tho? 

thou mighteſt make us know the Worth of 
| lighted Mercies, by their Want; and de- 
prive us of all the Good, which we have fo 
little improved, and ſo greatly abuſed : Yet, 
O how many Promiſes of thy Word, and 
what frequent Experiences which we have 
had of thy Mercy, in time of our Need, 
do encourage us ſtill with Hope to look unto 
thee, our God, and to wait for the Salva- 
tion of the Lord! O how long (in all our 
Provocations) haſt thou ſoared us! And 
how often (in our Diſtreſſes) ſent wonder- 
tul Redemption to us! And to thee who haſt 
helped and delivered, we look till for 

Help and Deliverance. O our God ! Be 


thou 
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thou pleaſed o take the Motive now from 
thy own Mercy, that has ſo far been pleaſed 
to intereſt thy Glory in our Safety: And 
go on to help and deliver us, for the 
Glory of that Mercy which firſt made us 

thy People, and ſtill has owned us for thy 
| peculiar Care. O do not abhor us, nor 
forſake us for thy Name Sake: But be 
Jealous for thy Land, and pity thy People. 
Turn us again, O Lord God of Hoſts, and 
cauſe thy Face to ſhine, and we ſhall be 
ſaved. 

Either in Mercy turn away the Evils 
from us; or prepare us for them, and ſup- 
port us under them, and bring us happily 
out of them: That we may not fink and be- 
riſh in them, but find ſpiritual Good, by 
temporal Evils; and find the light momen- 
tary Aſlictions to work for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Height of Glory; and 
all things concurring topromote our Grate 
and our Peace wich God, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. And though thou ſhouldſt feed us 
with Bread of Adver /ity, and Water of A, 
fliction, yet let not our Teachers be removed 
into Corners: Nor bring us under a Fa- 
mine of the Word of the Lord : Nor give 
us over to the Formality of a lifeleſs Pro- 
feſſion; under all the Means of Grace, to 
ſend Leanneſs into our Souls. Though thou 
permit the Floods and Storms to arife and in- 


dee yet fortiſy us ſo by thy Grace, that 
e ww 2 
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we may not be moved by any of theſe Af- 
flictions; ſo as to turn the bleſſed Advan- 
tage of Suffering for thee, into an Occaſion 
of Falling from the. 5 
Seeing the Truth itſelf will not make us 
Free, if we are not true to it: And the 
pureſt Religion cannot be our Defence; when 
we continue ſtill ſo bad, as to ſhrowd the 


1 worſt Converſation, under the beſt Profeſſion : 


O help us, Lord, to rid our Hands and our 
Hearts of all the accurſed Things, that 
provokethy Wrath and Indignation againſt 
us. And let us wiſely conſider of thy 
Doings ; and know the Time of our Viſi- 
ration; and hearken to the Calls, and take 
the Warnings, and improve. the Means 
and Mercies vouchſated to us, while we 
have them: And follow the Conduct of 
thy good Providence, and comply with all 
the gracious Methods us'd, to reclaim us 
from our Sins, and to reform our Lives, 
and ſave our Souls: That all may not be 
in vain to us, but at laſt e the Purpoſes 
of thy ſaving Mercy upon us: To deliver 
us from the Evils to come, and to ſet us ſafe 
in the Hands of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed 


Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


C- | 
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Confe Mon and Prayer for the Eveni * 


of a public Faſt-Day. 
| O 8 moſt High and Holy, the God 


of all Power and Glory, againſt 


whom we have greatly ſinned, and who 
by our Sins haſt been highly provoked; 


we are under a Neceſſity ſtill to come and 


appear before thee ; and we dare not keep 


away from thee. But O with what Con- 


fidence can we look up to the Majeſty of 


Heaven, whom we have ſo ill uſed, and 
ſo much offended | 


Well may we be abaſhed and ſtruck 
_ down, to bethink ourſelves of all the Evil 


that we have done, and alltheSins of Heart 
and Life which we ſtill are in: When we 
remember, O Lord, and conſider thy per- 
fect Underſtanding of every Particular, thy 


Holineſs to hate, thy Juſtice to requite, and 


thy Power to puniſh every wicked Thing. 


Me fall down, and humble ourſelves here | 
at thy Feet, bleſſed glorious God, confeſſing 
the grievous Guilt of all our Sins, and our 


due Deſert of thy heavy Judgments. For 


we cannot but own ourſelves: to be ſome of 


thoſe degenerate Children, whom thou haſt 


nouriſhed and brought up, that have rebelled 
_ againſt thee, Yea, have made the bolder 
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to offend thee, the better thou haſt dealt 
by us. | 

"Holy Father ! We are fill'd with Con- 
fuſion, to think what little Proportion our 


Lives do bear to our Names: How unſuit- 
able to our Profeſſioy has been our Cont er- 


ſation; and how inconſiſtent we have been 


with ourſelves: When we are called the 


Children of God, the Members of his 
Chriſt, and the Heirs of his Glory; and 
call the Goſpel our Rule, and profeſs to be- 
lieve all the great eternal Things which it 
contains; and yet carry, as if we did not 
know or mind the Privileges that we have, 
nor the Relations and Obligations in which 
we ſtand. | 
Yea, this may not only fill our Faces 
with Shame, but our Hearts with Dread; 


leſt our very Profeſſion of thy holy Religion 
ſhould riſe up in the Judgment againſt us, 
to aggravate our Condemnation upon us: 


Becauſe we would fo ſin againſt our own 
Belief and Knowledge, to pull down the 
more heavy intolerable Doom upon our 
own Heads. Y 

We have been Vain and Carnal, Proud | 
and Unthankful in our Health and proſper- 
ous.State : And Sullen and Forward, Mur- 


mering and Deſponding, in our low Af- 
ficted Condition. The Kindneſs and the 


Mercy that ſhould have allured us unto 
thee, and encourag'd us the morefaichfully 


(23 and 


— . —— — . 


A 124 "i the Fol. Dey Evening. 


and chearfully to ſerve thee, has made us 
but forgetful of thee, and to wax wanton 
againſt thee. And the Correction and 
Trouble that ſhould have driven us out of 


our un, and haſtened us to flee for the 


Life of our Souls, has but put us out of Pa- 


tence, and fill'd us with Prejudice againſt 


thy righteous Hand, and with hardand un- 


worthy Thoughts of our Cod. And , 
we have made Shift ſtill to keep the Hold 
of our Sins, notwithſtanding all thy vari- 
ous Methods to break us of them. 


Yea, to thee, O Lord, who ſearcheſt the 
Hcarts, and trieſt the Reins, we muſt ac- 


> knowledge and bewail the Sins of our Hearts 


and Minds: Our vain Thoughts, and proud 


Imaginations, our luſtful and covetous 
Deſires, our envious and malicious Pro- 


jects : For theſe corrupt the Fountain, and 
defile the Habitation of thy bleſſed Spirit. 
Theſe are the Seeds and Room of all the 
other Evils in our Lives; and render us 
even as Cyiminal in thy Sight, as if we had 


, outwardly Acted, what we have ſo inwardly 
Dewvisd. Such vile Inclinations and Pro- 
neneſsic Evil . approving of it, and delight- 


ing in it, and conſenting to it) carry fo 
much Guiltand Malignity alongwithi it, that 
ven for this, thou mighteſt juttly abhor us 
and condemn us, in the Day when God ſhall 


judęe the Ge Crets of Men by Jen Chriſt. 


Thus 


n 
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Thus we muſt criminate and arraign our- 
ſelves : Confeſſing that Iniquities prevail a- 
gainſt us, Temptations are ſtill preſſing up- 
en us; andour Sins, O how often do they 
get the Aſcendant over us? Still we are of- 
tending our holy Lord; and ſtill we carry 
in us the corrupt Nature, the carnal Mind, 
the Oppoſition tothy righteous Law, which 
are Enmity againſt God, and threatenus with 


thy Wrath and Ruin. 


( 


We read of ſuch as cannot ceaſe from Sin - 


And ſuch, O Lord, thou knoweſt us in a 


great Meaſure to be ; that have brought 
ourſelves under the fad Neceſſity of Sinning 


| againſt thee ; and ſo entangled our guilty 


Souls in the Tempter's Snare, as to be 


taken Captive by him, even at his Mill. 


We call to mind with Shame and Re- 
morſe, how we have provoked the Eyes of 


thy Fealouſy, and affronted thy glorious 


Majeſty; how frequently we have ſo ſin- 
ned, and how heinouſly offended. 
But after ali this, (ſo much amiſs that we 
have done, and when we cannot but thus 
acknowledge what grew and provoling 
Sinners we have been) yet © what torry 
Work have we made of our Reper:cnce for 
our Sins! O how little have we done at it, 
but tried with it? Even when we talk of 
Humiliation, and pretend to it, and argue 


for it. O Lord, thou knoweſt how ſeldom 


we have engaged in it, and how ſuper- 
. G 3 * 
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Jcially we have gone over it, in the proper 
_ . Seaſons for it: How hard and wnrelenting 
have been our Hearts! and how loath and 


| 


backward to the moſt needful Work. T 
O good God! Wilt thou humble us, that | 
we have been no more humbled, and lay not 
to our Charge the Sins of thoſe Services, 
which we have fo ill performed. And ſee- 
ing unrepented Sins are the Cauſe of thy 
dreadful Judgments, O that the Dread of 
thy 7udgments may drive us out of all ſuch | 
Sins! And when the Wratb of God is revealed | 
From Heaven againſt them, O let us not dare 
to continue in them. When the Axe is/aid 
unto the Root of the Tree, and thy Hand is 
lifted up, as ready to do Execution upon us, 
O that we may be ſo warned and reclaim- 
ed, and bring forth ſuch Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance, that we may not be Heron down 
and caſt into Fire, nor die and periſh in our 
Sins! but may find a Way of Eſcape, and 
Mercy from the Lord, and Grace to help in | 
all Times of our Need. © 3 
And the Lord in Mercy pity our Frailties 
and Infirmities, and forgive us all our ſinful 
Neglects and Inquities. And for what is 
ſtill wanting in us, O be thou graciouſly 
pleaſed to accept the full and perfect Merits | 
and Righteouſneſs of thy dear Son, our 
moſt holy Saviour: And let his precious 
15 . Blood 


For the Faſt-Day Evening. 127 
Blood be heard ſpeaking for us where we 
have nothing to ſay for ourſelves; and 
where we are ſo unworthy to be heard on 
our own Account. 5 1 
he merciful, O God, to this ſinful Na- 
tion, that has ſo long enjoyed, and ſo much 
abuſed thy rich and ſundry Bleſſings, and 
ſtill goes on to provoke thee daily. O for- 
give the many crying Sins, for which thou 
mighteſt juſtly abhor us, and reject us, 
and lay us deſolate, and fo forſake us ut- 
terly, as to be favourable to us no more. 
© Yer grant us thy Grace, we beſeech thee, 
ſo to Repent and Amend, that we may be 
Spared, and Saved from alt the Judgments 


Ve have ſo much deſerved. _ 1 


O that all thy Warnings, and Threat- 

nings, and Chaſtenings may not leave us 
ſtill an «unrelenting incorrigible People; nor 
pe over us, without working an humble 
Submiſſion, and unfeigned Repentance upon 
us! O that we may find the bleſſed Reconci- 
liation with our God, in humbling ourſelves 
before thee, returning unto thee, and 
bringing forth ſuch Fruits of new and better 
Obedience, as (in the Lord our Righteouſneſs ) 
ſhall be favourably accepted by thee. That 
we may not Sink under our Fears, nor be 
Ruined by our Sins, but pluck'd as a Brand 
out of the Fire: To ſurvive our Dread 
and Danger; and to ſce the Good of thy 
a4 Choſen, 
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Choſen, and rejoice in the Gladneſs of thy 
Nation, and glory with thy Inheritance. 

And forall the Mercy which in Judgment 
thou haſt ſtill remembered towards us : 
For all thy wonderful Patience with us, 
and Long: ſufferingof us; and that conti- 
nued Matter and Occaſion of Thankfulneſs, 
which we have yet before us; that we are 
not al/Conſumed, nor only Spared, but many 
_ Ways ſtill Bleſt and Favoured: Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name alone 
be all the Praiſe and Glory rendered with 
humble and grateful Hearts, by us, and 
by all Thine every where, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 


An Addition in Time of War. 


Loxp, the great and dreadful G! 
againſt thee, we have ſo greatly Sin- 
ned, and carried us ſuch Enemies to thy 
Glory; that thou mayeſt juſtly uſe our 
Enemies as thy Scourge to correct us, and 
to make us feel ſome of the Smart of our 
Sins: For which it is meet that we ſhould 
patiently bear thy Indignation, even under 
ſuch thy Dealings. But however thou ſhalt 
be pleaſed to expreſs thy Anger againſt us, 
O let us not fall into their Hands, whoſe 

very Mercies are Cruel. Ariſe, O God, 
let not Man prevail, nor thoſe that hate 
us, ſwallow us up: But ſcatter them by 


thy 
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thy Power, and bring them down, O 
Lord, our Shield. Thou that makeſt the 
Wrath of Man to praiſe thee, O work thy 
Glory even out of that which looks ſo con- 
trary : Yea, reſtrain the Remainder of their 
Wrath; and put a Stop to the Effuſion of 
Blood, that Wars may cea*, and our Land 
have Reſt, and thy People be bleſt with 
Peace. Our Eyes are upon thee, our great 
Saviour, and mighty Deliverer, to give us 
Help from Troub/e, becauſe vain elſe is all 
the Helpof Man. In Times of Danger, O 
be thou our Shield and Buckler. And 
when our Sins lay us open to the Malice of 
Enemies, gracious God, be thou our Hid- 
ing Place, to preſerve us from the feared 
Exils, and deſerved Judgments. O for 
thy Truth Sake, for thy Church's Sake, for 
thy beloved Son, our bleſſed Saviour's 
Sake, ſpare us, good Lord, and give us not 
up a Reproach to the Enemies of our holy 
Religion: Nor let them ever have Cauſe 
to rejoice in our Ruin. - Dn 
O go forth with our Armies, thou Al- 
mighty Lord of Hoſts; and bleſs and proſper 
all, both our Land and Naval Forces. 
And that we may not be in Rebellion a- 
gainſt Heaven, while others are warring 
againſt us, O fave us from our provoking 
Sins, and direct our Ways to Pleaſe the 
Lord; and help us ſo to make our Peace 
with our God, that thou may'ſt make even 


5 our 
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dur Enemies to be at Peace with us. O 
purge the Campot every curſed i bing, which 
enfeebles their Strength, and defeats their 
Aticmpts, that they cannot ſtand before 
their Enemies. And turnthem from all the 
Provocations which weaken our Hopes of 
receiving Good by their Hands. Cover thou 
their Heads in the Day of Battle; and pre- 
ſerve them in all the Times and Caſes of 
Dangers. O let them be as the Sun when | 
be goeth forth in bis Strength; and return |. 
with Safety, Honour, Victory, and all |' 
good and happy Succeſs. G hear the 
Prayers and Cries of thy Servants, which 
ftand in the Gap, interceeding in the An- 
* of their Souls for theſe poor ſinful 
Nations, which have ſo long abuſed the- 
rich Vouchſafements of thy Mercy: „„ 
we may be Spared and Saved; and by the 
kind Hand of omnipotent Mercy, pluck'd 
as a Brand out of the Fire, to ſurvive our lf 
Sins and our Fears, and to ſee the Good of | 
thy Cheſen, and rejoice in the Gladneſs of | 
— Nation, and glory with thy Inheritance; | 
1 for all the Riches oſ thy Grace and Good- 
| neſs to us in Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
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bl Loxp Gop, the Giver of our Health, 

[8 which is the Bleſſing that ſwcetens 

all che other Bleſſings of our Lives: 0 
only 
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only of thy Mercy that we have ſo much 
Health continued, after the diſorderly Man- 
ner in which we have lived. And, O how 
juſt were it with thee, utterly to take away 
that Health from us which we have ſo great: 
ly abuſed to a Forgetfulneſs of thee, and 
Mantonneſs againſtthee! How juſtly might' ſt 
thou ſmite us with the moſt ſharp and noi- 
ſome Diſeaſes, which our Nature moſt ab- 
borreth: To hurry us out of the Land of 
* the Living, and put a forrowful End to our 
4 wretched Days! OurFleſh zrembles for Fear 
of thee, and we are afraid of thy Judgments; 
Teſt thou ſhould'ſt ſtrike into us the Arrows = 
of the Almighty, for the Poiſon thereof 
to drink up our Spirits; leſt thou ſhould'ft 
* give unto Death a Command, to come in 
gaaatꝗ our Doors and Windows, and make _ 
Havock among us, and {weep us away with 
the By/om of Deſtruction. But O thou Hope 
lf of Jrael, the Saviour thereof in Time of 
i Trouble! Regard not our ill Deſerts; but 
remember thy own tender Mercies, and gra- 
cious Promiſes: And take Pity on us, and 
turn away this Plague from us. Put a Stop 
to the raging Infection, and ſay to the de- 
ſtroying Angel, it is enough. That we may 
not be ſo afraid for the Terror of Night, 
nor for the Arrow that flies by Day; nor 
for the Peſtilence that walks in Darkneis; 
nor for the Deſtruction that waſteth at 
| (x G Noon- 
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Noon-day: But with Eaſe in our Minds, 
and Gladneſs in our Hearts, may ſerve thee 


faithfully and chearfully all our Days : 


And devote our ſpared Lives, which we 


havebegg'd at thy Hands, and our Health 
and every Mercy, to be laid out and uſed to 
thy Honour and Glory; through the Strength 
and the Righteouſneſs of thy dear Son, our 


moſt compaſſionate and prevailing Medi- 


ator, TY" Chriſt. Amen. 


In Time of Pinie. 


O Lonp moſt High, the C reatoref every 
Comfort! Thou haſt long dealt out 
thy comfortable Blæſings with a plentiful 


Hand to us: And we have freely enjoyed 


all the Abundance of thy good Things 
heaped upon us. But when thou haſt fed 


us to the Full, how have we kic#d againſt 


our bleſſed Owner, and moſt bountiful 
Provider: And conſumed the Provifions 
. our Bodies, to feed the Luſts that war 


inſt our Souls; and to ſtrengthen and 
2 us in our Rebellion againſt the 
Majeſty of Heaven! Moſt righteous there- 
fore, we confeſs, would be thy Judgments, . 
holy God, it thou ſhould'ſt ſtretch out up- 


on us the Line of Conſuſion, and the Stones 
of Emptineſs, and break the Staff of our 


Bread; and Curſe us in all our Store, and 
in 
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in all the Endeavours of our Hands, to 
help ourſelves, 

But, O thou bleſſed Father o Mercies ! 
in Mercy avert from us the Hunger, and 
Thirſt, and Nakedneſs, and Want of all 
Things, which is the due Deſert of our 
Sins, and of our wicked Abuſes of thy 
Creature-Comforts : That the Huſbandman 
may not be aſhamed, ſowing much, and 
gathering in little: And that the Land 


may not mourn, and all the Inhabitants; 


with the Beaſts of the Field, and the F owls 


of Heaven. Humble us, OT ord, for all 
our Sins; and turn us from that Widked- 
neſs which turns our Land into Barrenneſs : 
And then again be pleafed to command a 
 Blefſing upon the #lofted Comforts, and 
abundantly bleſs our Proviſion, and ſatisty 
our Poor with Bread: And give us fruit- 
ful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food 
and Gladneſs : That we may ſee thy Hand, 
and ſing, and praiſe thy Power, and ad- 
mire and adore thy Mercy and Bounty : 
And in the Strength and Refreſhment of 
our Comforts reſtored, joyfully devote 


ourſelves to thy holy Se all the Days 
of our Lives. Amen, 


Devout 
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 Dewout Application to the Lord in Time 
of great Thunder, or ſome terrible 
_ Tempeſt, 


\ LoxpGov, moſt High and Almighty! 

/ who lookeſt upon the Earth, and it 
trembles ; and toucheſt the Mountains, and 
they /moak. How wonderful art thou, and 
terrible in thy Works and Doings! To 


make us fear and tremble before thee; who 
haſt all the Creatures at thy Beck, to employ 


them (when thou wilt) as the Executioners 


of thy Wrath: And even the devouring 


Fire, and ſtormy Winds, ſo outrageous in 

themſelves, yet do fulfil thy Word. In theſe 
aſtoniſhing Flames, the roaring Noiſes, and 
_ dreadful Commotions, thou ſheweſt the Power 


of thy Hand, which no Creature is able 


to rt. When the God of Glory Thunders, 
and cauſes his Voice in an amazing Man- 
ner to be heard from Heaven, thou makeſt 
- us to know the Terror of the Lord ; and how 
fearful a thing it is to fall into the Hands of 
the living God. The Dangers that ſtartle, 
and come lo nigh us, thou mighteſt make 


them the Meſſengers of thy heavy Judg- 


ments Upon us. And we muſt own it, Lord, 
to be only of thy Mercies that we are not 


conſumed, becauſe thy Compaſſions fail not. 


O let theſe thy Compaſſions now be ex- 


rended to us, and ſhewed upon us. And 
in 
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in tender Mercy cauſe the threatning Dare. 
ſtruction to pals over us. 8 
Great God! There is no abiding fl 4 


Wrath: Though we deſerve it, we are not 
able to fand before it: But fall down, and 


humble and ſubmit ourſelves to thy omni- 
potent glorious Majeſty : Beſeeching thee to 
ſpare us, and to ſave us from the Miſchief 
and Ruin, which thou mighteſt juſtly 


commiſſion and impower to deſtroy us. And 


from the Peril and Hurt of Lightening and 
Tempeſt, and ſweeping Judgments, and ſud- 


den Death, good Lord deliver us. 


O deſpiſe not the Prayers of thy poor 
Creatures, crying to thee in our Diſtreſs and 
Extremity : But now and evermore vouch- 
ſafe to hear us, O Chriſt, graciouſly hear us, 
O Chriſt ; graciouſly hear us, O Lord Chriſt. 
And let us find Mercy from thee now, and 
in that great Day of the Lord: Wherein the 


Heavens, being on Fire, ſhall be diſſolved , © 


and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 


eat; and the Earth, with all its Works, be 


burnt up. O if theſe Sights, and Noiſes, and 
Shakings be ſo terrible to us now ! How 
unſpeakably aſtoniſhing will it be, when the 
hole mighty Frame of Nature ſhall crack 
and ſink, and tumble down! O Lord, of 
all Mercy, ſave us now from our Sins, that 
would then utterly conſume us with Terrors. 
For they are our Sins that make us afraid : 
And Fearfulneſs ſurprifes us, becauſe we 
have 
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have been falſe in thy Covenant, and re- 
bellious againſt thy Word, and provoked 
the Lord our God to be angry with us. O 
forgive us all the Guilt and Tranſgreſſion, 
which do fill us with fearful Expectation 
of thy Wrath and fiery Indignation. And 
let the all- ſufficient Merits of our Lord 
Rede:zmer's bloody Paſſion (that Paſſion) 
which made the Earth to quake, and the ; 
Rocks to rent, attone for every Mickedneſs, 1 
whereby we have offended the holy Ma- ? 
jeſty of Heaven. 
And O that we may not only be funn'd 
and ſtruck down for the preſent : When 1 
thou doſt fo dreadfully diſcover thyſelf to 


us, and ſhake thy Rod over us : But of thy . | 
Mercy, O Lord, awaken us out of all car- 7 


nal Security, and Hardneſs of Heart, and 
 Forgetfulneſs of our God, who is a conſum- 
ing Fire. As the Thunder- Storms, thoꝰ 
frigbiful, uſe to be fruitful; ſo may the 
Dread of thy Judgments produce ſome 1 
good Fruits of thy Spirit in us. Bleſſed = 
God, let thy Terrors ſoften our Hearts, and 
leave ſuch deep and laſting Impreſſions on 
our Minds, that we may never diſregard the 
Works of the Lord, nor the Operation of 
his Hand : But with all Awfulneſs revere 
and adore the ſupreme eternal Ruler of all 
the World: And in thy holy Fear keep 
back from every evil provoking Thing; 
and carry towards the Lord our God, in a 
1 Humble 


1 Under à ſore Calamity. 137 1 
! Humble, godly, circumſpect Manner, as long 2 
as we have a Day to live: Even from this 


1 Time forth for evermore. Amen. ' 
4 In Time of any fore and grievous | 


Moſt high and dreadful God, the ſu- 
preme Commander of the whole 
World! Holy and reverend is thy Name; 

Juſt and terrible are thy Judgments : Yet 
O how Un/earchable! and thy Ways paſt 
our finding out | Thy Path is 1n the great 

Deep; and thy Footſteps are not known. 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about thee. 

Yet Righteouſneſs and Judgment ſtill are 

„ the Habitation of thy Throne : And thou 
| canſt never do Injury to any: But art 

Righteous in all thy Ways, and Holy in all 

thy Works. Who would not ſtand in 
everlaſting Awe of thy heavenly glorious 

T9 Majeſty, O Lord, in whoſe Hands we all 

olf us are, to be uſed as thou wilt! Who 

canſt touch and conſume us by thy own 
immediate Stroke, or arm any of thy Crea- 

_ tures in Heaven or in Earth againſt us: 
Or make the vileſt of them the Executioners 
of thy juſt Indignation : Or turn the very 

Things wherein we have Offended, into the 
Inſtruments of our Puniſhment : Yea, and 
Plague us even in our Comforts; making 
the choiceſt Blęſings of our Lives, became 

8 the 
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the ſaddeſt of our Croſſes, and the keeneſt 
of our Torments: Either to take away Life 


from us, or make it leſs deſirable than 


Death to us. 
We fall down and kneel before the Lord 


our Maker, in humble Submiſſion to thy 


Correction, acknowledging the heavy Deſert 
of our Sins, and the perfect Juſtice of thy 


Judgments. Humble us, O good Lord, 
under thy Hand: And forgive us the hei- 
nous Guilt that provokes thee ſo to ſtretch. 


it out againſt us. Thou that takeſt away 


the Sins of the World, have Mercy upon 
us, and turn us from our Sins; and deliver 


us from Evil, and turn away thy Wrath, 


and all ſuch Plagues from us. O let thy 
| boundleſs: Compaſſion cover the Multitude 
of our Tranſgrefſions! And remember thy 


poor miſeraþle Creatures in Mercy; even 


ſuch Mercy as may relieve and help us, in 
our Need and Diſtreſs : And ſave and free 
us from our Fears and Dangers, and from 
our Griefs and Preſſures : That we may 
- comfortably ſpend our Days, and glorify 


thy holy Name for evermore. Amen. 


Under any great Difficulties and arduous 
5 


Lox, thou art a God of Knowledge, 

' whoſe Underſtanding is infinite; and 
thou art never at a Loſs to effect what we 
would 
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would have : Though the Lord knows the 
Thoughts of Man, that they are Vanity: 
and our Wiſdom is often at a Stand, that 
we know not what to do for ourſelves; 
as at this Time, our Affairs are ſo entang- 
led, and ſuch a Labyrinth now involves us; 
that we are perplexed in our Counſels, and 
even the Heads of the Wiſe are puzzled, in 
contriving how to ex/ricate and help us out. 
There are many Devices in a Man's Heart, 
but the Counſel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand. 
Yea, Man's Goings are of the Lord: How 
can Man then underſtand his own Way? 
His Heart may deviſe his Way, but the 
Lord directs his Steps. If we lean not to 
our own Underſtandings, but in all our 
Ways acknowledge thee, O Lord; thou 
haſt promiſed to direct our Paths: And 
when we commit our Way to thee, and 
_ truſt in thee, we have thy Word, that thou 
wilt bring it to paſs. But thou haſt pro- 
nounced Woe to them that take Counſel, 
but not of thee : That cover with a Cover- 
ing, but not of thy Spirit, and have not 
aſked at thy Mouth, 1 

Our Eyes therefore are upon our God; 
and to thee we ſeek now for Wiſdom from 
above: That we may learn to know the 
Right, and to chuſe the Beſt. For without 
thee, O Lord, our Wiſdom is Folly, and 
our Debates are Madneſs. O be thou gra- 
c1ouſly preſent in our Councils, and teach 

thou 
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-thou our Senators Wiſdom : That they may 
find out the true Expedients, to heal our 
Breaches, and redreſs our Grievances, and 
to keep us Safe, and do us Good, and make 


us Holy and Happy. O may we all be 
taught of God, which Way to take, and 


| how to determine and act, conſonant and 
| agreeable to thy bleſſed Will, and for our 


own Peace and Welfare, both here and for 


ever. Amen. 


A Prayer fir temporal Bleſſi ings. | 


LoRp our Gop, thou knoweſt that 


while we are in this Life, we ſtand - 
in need of its Supplies : And haſt both pro- 


miſed to ſuch as ſeek thy Kingdom, and the 


Righteouſneſs thereof, the Addition of all 


other Neceſſaries; and alſo haſt command- 
ed us to aſk of thee our daily Bread, and to 
_ caſt our Care upon thee, for all that is fit- 
ting lor us. I pray therefore to thee, m 

heavenly Father, for ſuch a Child's Portion, 


as thy Wiſdom ſees to be convenient and 


agrecable to my Condition. O give me 


ſuch Health and Wealth, and ſo much 


of the World's Good, as ſhall be for my 
Good. And while I have a Life ta be 
nouriſhed, let me not want the Supports 
and Comforts of it. Give me Skill and 
Ability to provide for myſelf: And till 


add thy Bleſſing to my Endeavours. Where 


I can- 


4 


For Rain. 1 


I'cannot ſupply all my own Neceſſities, O 
do thou raiſe up Friends and Means to hel 
me; that I may never be deſtitute of what 


is ſufficient to ſuſtain me : And be it never 


ſo poor and mean, yet let me acquieſce in 
the Diſtributions of thy good Providence; 


and having Food and Raiment, be there- 
with content. In Proſperity, keep me from 
forgetting Thee: And in Adverſity, keep 

me from concluding myſelf to be forgotten 


of thee: O keep me from all unneceſſa 


Cares, and unprofitable Defections. And | 
teach me how to wart, as well as how to 


abound. Add to me, O my Father, what 
thou knoweſt me further to need; and bleſs 


to me, what already I have: That the 


bodily Comforts may not be to my Soul 


Occaſtons of Falling, but Encouragements 


to my Duty, and Engagements on my 


Heart, to abound in thy Love and Praiſe, 
and in the Work of the Lord. And in the 


Waat of all other Supplies and Succours, 


be thou, O God, my all in all, in Life and 


Death, and evermore. Amen. 


E confeſs, O Lord, that we have 
ſo greatly abuſed the Comforts of 


thy good Creatures, that thou mighteſt 
juſtly withdraw them from us, and make 
the Heavens over us as Brafs, and the 


Rain 
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142 For fair Weather. 
Rain of our Land Duſt; and the Land it- 
ſelf to mourn, and all that grows upon it 
to wither. But, O thou Father of Mer- 


cies, who in Judgment remembreſt Mercy, 


conſult not now our Merits, but thy own 
Mercies, how to uſe us. Thou that haſt 


the Bottles, and Treaſures of Heaven at thy 
Command, be pleaſed now to open the 

Windows of Heaven, and cauſe the Rain 
to come down in its Seaſon ; making Graſs 
to grow for the Cattle, and Herbs: and 
Fruits of the Earth for the. Service of 


Men. And however thou art pleaſed to 


deal with us, O ſuppreſs all our Repinings 
at any of thy Dealings: And let them all 
amend and better us; and make us a Peo- 


ple prepared to receive the Mercies which 


we want, and wait and beg for, at thy 


gracious Hands, upon the Account of 


Jeſus Chriſt, Amen, 


For fair Weather. 


ORD, if thou ſhouldeſt turn a fruit- 
ful Land into Barrenneſs, for the Wic- 
kedneſs of them that dwell therein: Yet 
| Righteous wert thou, and Juſt would be 
thy Judgment: And we mult not open our 
Mouths to reply againſt Cod; but bear the 


Indignation of the Lord which our Sins have 
ſo much deſerved : When our Iniquities 


have turned away the Bleſings, and with- 
Oe holden 


L 
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: holden the good Things from us. But, 
. O Father of Mercies, ſpare us, and for- 
give us, for thy own Mercy's Sake: And 
a put a Stop to the Calamity that threatens 
EF Deſtruction to the Work of thy Hands: 
That the Rain, which is thy Bleſſing, may 
not be turned into a Curſe ; nor deſcend. 
from Heaven, to corrupt and ſpoil . the 
| Fruits of the Earth. O cauſe the overflow- 
ing Showers to ceaſe, which damp the Joy 
of the Harveſt, and endanger the Blaſting 
of our Blefſings. And as thou haſt given 
us Plenty, and cauſed our Land to yield 
Y its Increaſe; ſo give us (we pray thee) a 
ſeaſonable Time to gather in the Fruits, 
which thy Bounty has provided for us : 
That in the Uſe of them, we may joy- 
fully and chearfully ſerve thee ; and not 
: conſume them upon our Luſts, but to live 
to thy Glory, as we do upon thy Bounty. 
And when thy Judgments are in the Land, 
O that we who inhabit it, may learn Righ- 
*. teouſneſs! Nor let our Concernments be 
ſeo great for our Bodies, as for our Souls: 
That however we fare here, it may go 
well with us for ever. O let us not labour 
: : ſo for the Meat that perifheth, as for that 


Which endures to everlaſting Life: Which 
: everlaſting Proviſion for our unchangeable 
Condition, above all we beg at thy Hands, 
O Lord God our heavenly Father, for 


the 


144 For a Thankſgiving Day. 
the Sake of Jeſus _ our only Saviour. 
Amen. 


Prayer and Praiſe for a public Thank(- 
giving Day. 
Leſſed Lord, the only living and true 


God, who art of Thyſelf, and giveſt 


Being and Preſervation to us, and to all 
Things elſe that are in the World! We 
live by thee; our whole Dependance is 


upon thee, for all the Good that ever we 


| have or hepe for. And above all thy Mer- 


cies, have we cauſe to admire, and bleſs, | 


and praiſe thee our God, for thoſe Mercies 


which in ſo large a Meaſure, and eſpecial 


Manner, thou haſt been pleaſed ſtill to 
vouchſafe unto us, who are the Work of 

thy Hands, and the Purchaſe of the Blood 
of thy Son: Whom thou haſt made and re- 
deemed, to ſhew forth thy Praiſe, and to 
glorify thy Name. And we deſire to pay 


unto thee that Tribute of Homage and Ser- 


vice, and Prayer and Praiſe, which thou 
haſt made us capable of, and ſo many ways 
obliged us to: We deſire to perform the 
fame in ſuch a Manner, that thou may'ſt 
mercifully accept us, and our Services, at 


the Hands of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Worthy art thou, O Lord our Cod, to 


receive all Honour and Glory, all Thanks 


and Praiſe, and Love and Obedience; as 


In 
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in n the Courts of Heaven, ſo in all the Aſ- 


ſemblies of thy Servants here upon Earth - 


For thou art great, and doſt wondrous 


Things : Thou art God alone. And thy 


Goodneſs is equal to thy Greatneſs. Thy 


Mercy is over all thy Works, and endureth 
for ever. Thou Lord haſt heen favourable 


to thy Land, and dealt exceeding graciouſly | 
with us: For which we deſire to bleſs thy 
Name, and-to give thee all the Glory. For 


tis of the Lord's Mercies we are not con- 


ſumed, becauſe thy Compaſſions fail not: 


And that we are here Alive to praiſe thee, 
and in any Condition to give a 7 hankſgiving 


Day. That we are not now Nothing, or 
25 than Nothing, we muſt acknowledge 


it to be of thy free Grace, O Lord, and thy 


mere Mercy. That all the Evils which have 


threatned us, have not befallen us; and that 
thoſe Evils which have come upon us, have 
not utterly deſtroyed and undone us: It is 
becauſe thou, Lord, art Gracious and Mer- 


ciful, and Patient and Kind, and ſtill do- 
ing Good to poor ſinful Men, who deſerve 


nothing but Evil at thy Hands. 

O how much have we to ſay of the 
Goodneſs of the Lord by our own Expe- 
rience, and thy Help at Hand till in all the 
Times and Caſes of our Need! How ſweet 
and wonderful is it to recount all the In- 
ſtances of thy Patience with us, and thy 


Bounty to us! How from time to time thou 


H haſt 
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hak /ignalized us N ith thy Mercy, and made 
us remarkable for thy Bleſſings and Favours, 
moſt kind and precious, of many Sorts ! 
Thou haſt caſt our Lot in a Land of Light, 
where we live under the Influences of thy 
Goſpel; and thereby are called to obtain the 
Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And for 
all the happy Advantages and good Things 
of this Life, which thou haſt given us plen- 
teouſly to enjoy, thou haſt made us the Envy 
of our Neighbours, and the particular O6- 
jects of thy Kindneſs. Though many times 
we have provoked thee to ſtretch forth thy 
Hand, and ſhake the Rod over us, and 
threaten to deſtroy us; yet in Judgment, ſtill _ 
thou haſt retnembered Mercy towards us; „ 
| and after the Clouds and Darkneſs gathered 1 
about us, and Dread and Diſtreſs were on 
E every Side of us, thou haſt cauſed the Hea- 
ven again to clear up, and ſmile upon us; 
F and returned with the 7; ;fitations of thy 
2 Love, and the Joy of thy Salvation. 
1 In the late Dangers, thou haſt been to us 1 
= a Tower of Defence : And in the Time of 
F our Need and Perplexity, thou haſt ſhew'd 
_ thyſelf graciouſly and powerfully on our 
Behalf. Thou haſt helped us for the Glory 
of thy Name, and redeem'd us for thy Mercy 
Sake: Not becauſe we were worthy, but 
becauſe thou haſt a Favoerr unto us: And 
therefore to thy Name alone be all the 
Praiſe, O what ſhall we render to the £00 
| or 
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for all his Benefits! What can we give to 
thee our God, but the Glory of thy own 


Gifts and Goodneſs unto us! O let not 


our Hearts be hut and ſtreightened towards 
thee, whoſe Hand has been ſo wide open 
unto us. But do thou poſſeſs and enlarge 
theſe Hearts of ours, with more and greater 
Love and Thankfulneſs to the gracious Giver 
of all our good Things, And make us 
more ſenſible of thy Goodneſs and Love 
beſtowed upon us: That we may give 
thee Thanks from the Ground of the Heart, 
and have our Mouths filled as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs, when we praiſe our God, 
with joytul Lips. 1 5 

O make us a truly !hankful, as we are 
a greatly obliged People. And let us not 
only mention the Loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, but glorify thy Name in bearing 
much Fruit; more anſwerable to ſuch Mercy 
and Encouragement as we have received 
from above. We can never enough admire 
and magnify the Riches of thy Grace, and 
the Mullitude of thy Mercies ; But, O 
good Lord, enable us ſtill more to love 
thee, and better to ſerve thee : And in 
ſo doing for us, thou wilt ſtill further 
oblige us: Becauſe in loving and ſerving 
| thee, we do beſt love and ſerve our own 
happieſt Intereſts. As our Minds cannot 
but muſe, and our Tongues ſpeak of thy 
Worts; fo let our Lives be led to thy 
FT 2 Praiſe : 


148 "Thankſgivings for 
Praiſe: That thou the great and good God, 


mayeſt in all Things be grrYy'd wo us, 


through Teſus 9 Amen. 


n vings for Temporal B ings. 


Racious God, the bountiful Provider 


for all the World's Family! The Eyes 


of all wait upon thee: And thou giveſt 
them their Meat in due Seaſon. Thou 
openeſt thy Hand, and fatisfieſt the Defire 


of every living T hing. Every Year thou 
reneweſt the Face, and the Fruits of the 
Earth; and giveſt Rain from Heaven, and 


truitful Seaſons to fill the Hungry with 
gced Things, and to fill all our Hearts with 
Food and Gladnefs. O how many of thy 


Creatures have beſtowed their Labours, and 


loft their Lives, and been conſumed to 


' Cloath and Feed, and Suſtain and Plea- 


jure us! O at what vaſt Expence art thou 
continually to maintain the whole World 
of Creatures, that every where hang upon 
thee, ſor Life and Breath and all Things ! 
Yet thou art not weary to do us Good: 
But ſtill ſhowreſt down Bleſſings plentifully 
upon us; to provide, not only Neceſſarics, 
to keep us alive; but allo Variety of Com- 
forts, to make our Lives ſweet and deſir- 
able. Yea, thou delighteſt in Mercy, and 
haſt Pleaſure in the Proſperity of thy Ser- 
 *vants; 


„* a 
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vants; and makeſt us now to find, by our 


” own happy Experience, how abundantly 
* Good and Kind thou art. | 
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O Lord, thou haſt ſent a gracious 
5 Rain upon thy Inheritance, to refreſh 
: the dry and thirſty L2nd, and cauſe 
* - it to yield its Izcreaſe: Giving us 
1 the joyful Opportunity to ſerve and 
Fr - praiſe thee in the Abundance of the 
| Proviſion which thou art pleaſed ſo 
to make for us. O that Men would 
praiſe thee for thy Goodneſs, and for 
{uch thy wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men; O good God, to thy 
Name only be all Glory, now. and 
eternally... _ 
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or fair Weather. 


Lord, thou haſt in Mercy ſhut the 
Windows of Heaven, and put a Sto 
to the overflowing Showers, that threat- 
ned to drown the Fruits of the Earth: 
And halt cauſed this ſweet and com- 

tortable Change, to refreſh thy un- 
worthy Servants, and to make all the 

Creatures rejoice in thy Goodneſs. 
Bleſſed be our Gad that deals fo gra- 
ciouſly with us: And Glory be to 

| H 3 thy 


150 Thankſgiving for 
thy Name, thou great With-holder 
of all Evil. Let the People praiſe 
thee, O God, let all the People praiſe 
thee. Then ſhall the Earth viele her 
Increaſe: and God, even our own 


Ged ſhall Bleſs us. 
For the Ce eſaticn of Mſe don 


O chou great Preſerver of Men! 


Thou haſt delivered our Souls from 


the Hand of the Grave, and kept us 


alive, that we ſhould not go down to 
the Pit, the Jaws of Death were open 
upon us; and we went with our Lives 
in our Hands: Our Hearts failing us 


for Fear of the Deſtruction raging 
amongſt us, when the very Air, which 


we drew in to give us Life, was to 
ſo many the ſad Meſſenger of Death; 


and when Thouſands fell on every Side 


of us, it has not come nigh us. But 


we have dwelt in the ſecret Place of 


the moſt High: And (under the Sa- 
dow of the Almighty) have been kept 


in Safety, O what hall we ſay, what 


ſhall we give unto Thee, our preſent 


Help and only Savicur, in Time of 


Trouble! We are every Way Thine, 


O Lord; and to thee only be all the 
Glory. We bleſs thee, our God, as 


thoſe that are made alive from the 
Dead. 
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Dead. And O that the Lives which 


have been given us at our Requeſts, 


we may return them back, to be ſpent 


in thy Service! That we may love 


and pleaſe, and praiſe our Ged, while 
we have our Being! 


For the Reſtoration of Plenty. 


O God, the Fountain of all Good- 
neſs! Thou didſt threaten with Fa- 
mine to deſtroy the Bleſſings of the 
Earth, which we have fo wickedly 


Abuſed : But remembring thy own ten- 
der Mercies, and not our ill Deſerts, 


haſt raiſed a new and plentiful Supply 
for us. And now thou crowneſt the 


Year with thy Goodneſs, and thy Paths 
drop Fatneſs. Thou haſt loaded the 


Earth with the Fruits of thy Bounty, 
and ſent Abundance of all good Things, 
for the Service and Comfort of Man. 
O make us more ſenſible of the Obli- 


gation which thy Love has laid upon 
us. And as thou filleſt us with thy 
good Things, ſo fill our Hearts with thy 
Love and Grace to uſe every. Gift 


aright to thy Glory: That in the Uſe 
and Strength of what we are conti- 


nually receiving from thee, we may 


devote ourſelves to live unto thee, 
and to ſerve thee with Gladneſs and 
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15² Thankſgiving for 
Rejoicing for all thy rich Mercy to us 
in Jeſus Chrife. 


For Victory over our Enemies. *® 


O Almighty Lord, the moſt high 
ed, who ruleſt in. the Ki edoms of 
Men, and doſt whatſoever thou pleaſeſt 
in Heaven and in Earth ! Inthy Hand 
is Power and Might, ſo that none is 
able to withſtand thee. It is thou 
that giveſt Salvation unto Kings, that 
delivereſt thy Servants from the hurt- 
tul Sword. Thou haſt ſaved us from 
| our Enemies, and put them to Shame 
| that hated us. It was not by our 
i - own Power or Conduct, that we have 
| been ſo Proſperous; nor did our own 
l Sword or Arm fave us : But thy right 
3 Hand, and thy Arm, and the Light 
of thy Countenance, becauſe r 
hadſt a Favour unto us. Thine, O 
Lord, is the Greatneſs, and the Power, 
and the Glory, and the /ViFory. The 
Lord is our Strength and our Song, 
| and is become our Salvation. Now, 
| therefore, our God, we thank thee, 
i and praiſe thy glorious Name. And 
Y O what Cauſe haſt thou given us to 
| rejoice in thy Goodneſs, that thou haſt 
not given our Enemies Caule to re- 
joice in our Run ! Great is thy Mercy, 
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O bleſſed Lord, and to thee alone be 
the whole Praiſe and Glory. O make 
us more ſenſible of this thy Help at 
Hand, in Time of our Need: And 


give us Grace ſtill to keep the Me- 
mory of it in our grateful Minds. O 


ſuch Safety and good Succeſs, wilt thou 


teach us alſo. rightly to uſe thy ſweet 
and marvellous Kindneſs and Love : 
That being delivered from the Hands 

of our Enemies, we may ſerve thee in 
| Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before thee 
all the Days of our Lives; and not 
fly out into licentious Carriage, as if 


we were delivered to commit Momi- 


nations; (ſo throwing ourſelves into 


the Hands of our Spiritual Foes, after 
we have eſcaped the other:) But de- 


meaning ourſelves as the redeemed and 
obliged of the Lord, O let us love and 


truſt, and bleſs and praiſe the Reliever 
of our Miſery, the only Giver of all 


Victory, and the God of all our Mer- 
cies, for ever and ever. N 


For Peace. 


O God of Peace, that makeſt Wars 
to ceaſe to the Ends of the Earth: 


That breakeſt the Bow, and cutteſt 
the Spear aſunder, and burneſt the 


Hz Chariot 
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Chariot in the Fire! Thou haſt in 
Mercy put a Stop to the Effuſion of 
Blood, and made Peace in our Bor- 


ders: Thou haſt rebuked ſtrong Va- 


tions, to make them beat their Swords 
into Plough-Shares, and their Spears 
into Pruning-Hoks : That Nation may 
not riſe againſt Nation : But every 
Man fit under his Vine, and under his 


Fig tree; and none make them afraid. 
O how ſweet is thy Mercy, and Re- 
viving, as Life from the Dead! And 


thou Lord, that haſt given us Peace, 
O give us alſo Grace, to uſe it to thy 


Glory, and to ſerve thee {tilt the more 


freely and chearfully. That we may 
have Peace with Men not only, but 
alſo with our God: Even the Peace of 
God that paſſeth all Underſtanding, to 
keep our Hearts and Minds — 


Chrif Teſus, 


O that we may be ſenſe 2 af the Kind- 
neſs and Love of God our Saviour, as we 
ought, and ever give thee Thanks with all 
our Souls] Dear Father of Mercies ! Ra- 
ther take all our good Things from us, than 

leave us Speechleſs and Heartleſs to thy 
Praiſe. O that our Hearts may be enlarged 
in thy Love, and lifted up in the Cele- 
bration of thy Praiſes! To thy Name, O 
Lord, bethe Slerr of all thy Mercy and 


Bounty. 
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2. ſafe and good Journey. 155 
Bounty. And may all thy Works and all 


thy Servants bleſs thee, and praiſe thee, and 


magnify thee for ever. And may we have 


Grace to expreſs the Thankfulneſs of our 


Hearts, in the whole Conduct of our Lives: 
Devoting ourſelves to be thine in Faith- 


fulneſs, as long as we are in Being. Amen, 


Amen. 


Thankſgiving after a ſafe and good 


Journey. 


\ LL Thanks and Praiſe that I am able 


to render, 1s a Debt that I owe unto 
thee, O Lord my God: And I deſire with 


all my Soul to pay it; for that Goodneſs. 


of thine, which I have experienced all along 
now in my Journey: Where thou haſt 


not only been nigh to me, and watchful 


over me, to ſeeure me from Perils of the 
Way, and from every ſad Accident, that 
might have befallen me ; but haſt given 


me Succeſs, and ſurrounded me with Bleſ— 


ing and Comforts on every Side. When 
at every Turn, and every Step, I was ex- 
poſed to the Evils that might nave hurt or 


_ ſpoiled me: And I might now have been 


groaning under broken Bones, or bruiſed 
Limbs, or other Harms : Yea, might have 
been cut off, and periſhed in the Way; and 


loſt not only Health and Strength, but Life 


itſelf: Thou Lord haſt in Mercy, pre- 
155 5 ſerved 
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ſerved and kept me in Safety ; and brought 
me to ſee my Habitation in Peace, and all 
Things here, even according to my Heart” 8 
Deſire. 8 
A Horſe is a vain Thing for Safety; and 
noth ng upon Earth can we confide in, to 
defend us: If the bleſſed Keeper of I/rael 
do not cover us under the Shadow of his 
Wings; and give his Angels charge over us, 
to keep us in all our Ways. But ſuch imvi- 
ble Guards I have had; and ſuch Favour 
from the Lord of Lovel have found. That 
Mercy and Goodneſs of the Lord that has 
tollowed me all the Days of my Life, has 
been renewed afreſh, and further mani- 
teſted to me, in theſe my Travels. And 
O how zmexhauſtible is the Kindneſs and 
Bounty of my Lord, never weary to do me 
Good! To thee, O God of my Life, and 
| Safety, and Comfort, be all the Glory. O 
fill me with a moſt grateful Senſe of ſuch 
I thy rich Grace and continual Mercy. And 
| give me a Heart abounding with Thank- 
fulneſs, and with thy Love and Praiſes : 
Yea, give me alſo Grace to expreſs the un- 
feigned Thanks of my Heart, in all the 
| Ways pleaſing to thy holy Will ; through 
| the Beloved of thy Soul, my bleſſed Sa- 
| viour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, 


7 hankſ- 


( 157 ) 


Thankſgiving for Preſervation and De- 


liverance from Dangers and Trou- 


bles. 


RA 


can be number'd. According to thy Name, 
ſo is thy Praiſe, to the Ends of the Earth. 


The Dead praiſe thee not, nor any that go 


down into Silence: The Living, the Liv- 
ing, he ſhall praiſe thee, as I deſire with 


all my Soul to do this Day. My Heart is 
fixed: O God, my Heart is fixed: I will 


ſing and give Praiſe. I will be glad and 
rejoice in thee, and ſing Praiſe to thy 


Name, O thou Moſt High. I will praiſe 


thee, O Lord, for thou haſt heard me, 


and art become my Salvation. I found 


Trouble and Sorrow, then I called upon 
thee: And thou waſt attentive to my Cry, 
and nigh to my Help. And though thou 
mighteſt have made me an Example of thy 


Judgments to others, as others have been 


made ſo to me: Thou didſt not conſult 
my Deſerts, but my Diſtreſs ; doing great 
Things, and working ſtrange Deliverance 

= for 


: ANY, O Lord my God, are thy 
wonderful Works which thou haſt 

done; and thy Thoughts which are to us- 
ward, for Good : They cannot be reckoned 
up in order unto thee. If I ſhould declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than 
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for me, not becauſe I was Worthy, but be- 
cauſe thou aboundeſt in Mercy. 
I was in woeful Perplexity: Fear was on 
every Side : All my Hope was ready to 
expire: and I thought there was no Help 
for me, but I muſt Sink and Periſb. Then 
didſt thou, O Lord, interpoſe between me 
and the Threatning Miſchief ; and reveal 
thy glorious Arm; to pluck me out of the 
very Jaws of Deſtruction: And ſet me at 
Liberty from thy amazing Fears, and in 
Safety from the dreadful Dangers And 
haſt kept me Alive, and reſtored my Com- 
Forts: Not taking me away in the midſt of 
my Days, nor cutting me off Untimely, 
from the Land of the Living: But ſpar- 
ing me in Mercy, and giving me (as it 
were) a new Life from the Dead. Thou 
haſt chaſtned me, but not given me over to 
Death. When my Foot ſlipped, thy Mercy, 
O Lord, held me up. Thou art the Ged, 
that doſt Monders: Wonders of Power, and 
Wonders of Mercy. As nothing is too 
hard for thee to effe, ſo nothing is too 
good for thee to beſtow. Yea, thy Kind- 
_ neſs and thy Help at Hand, in the woful 
time of Need, is ſo ſweet and ſurprizing, 
that nothing can ſo He and /ranſport our 
Souls. 

Thou, Lord, haſt made me glad through 
thy Work: I will iu¹mph in the Works of 
thy Hands. I will ſing of thy Do + 

ea, 
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Vea, I will ſing aloud of thy Mercy. For 
thou haſt been my Defence and my Refuge 
in the Day of my Trouble. Unto thee, O 
my Strengtb, will J ſing, for God is my 
Defence, and the God of my Mercy. O 
Lord God, Merciful and Gracious! I am 
now ſenſible of ſuch Mercy from thee, as. 
I am not able to expreſs. before, I will 
extol thee, who haſt exalted me: And not 
ſuffer'd the Trouble and Danger to over- 
whelm and ruin me. In my Diſtreſs I 
cried to thee, and thou had enlarged me. 
O bleſſed be God, who haſt not caſt away 
my Prayer, nor his Mercy from me. But 

deareſt Lord ! Thou haſt kept me in Safety, 
and cauſed the Deſtruction ſo to paſs over 
me, that I ſuffered but in my own Fears, 
of what I have fo little felt, I cannot, 
without Amazement, look back upon the 
perilous Cafe that I was in, and the Brink 
of Ruin that I lay upon. And that I 
ſhould Eſcape, as I have done, O how 
marvellous is it in my Eyes! And O what 
Cauſe have I for thy Praiſe, that I am 
here alive to praiſe thee! O my God, it is 
thy good Hand that has wrought ſo won- 
derfully tor me, and thy fatherly Kindneſs 
that has ſhewed ſuch extraordinary Favour 
to me; O! if I had been ſnatched away 
unprepared, how dreadful a Change ſhould 
I have found! But in Mercy, and Love 
to my Soul (I give thee Glory) thou haſt 
made 
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made a Way for my Eſcape: And I am 
preſerved the living Monument of thy un- 
ſpeakable Goodneſs. 

O what ſhall I ſay unto thee; whoſe 
Name is exalted far above all Bleſſing and 
| Praiſe ! And what ſhall I do for thee, to 
whom my Goodneſs will not extend! I can 
never anſwer the Obligation which thy 


Love, dear Lord, has laid upon me: But 


let me admire and love, and bleſs and 
praiſe thee, with all the Capacities and 
Abilities which thou haſt given me. And 
O that thou would'ſt Inprint ſo deep upon 
my Heart the Senſe of ſuch reaſonable Re- 
lief, and wonderful Mercy; that I may 
never Forget, never ſlight, or abuſe the great 

Goodneſs that thou haſt ſhewed me, and 
the ſional Preſervation and Recovery which 
thou haſt wrought for me : But ever give 
thee Thanks with all my Heart ; and carry 
as one that 1s ſo highly Oblized, all the 
Days of my Life : Not Secure and Care- 
leſs, becauſe I have ſo eſcaped ; but the 
more Watchful and Diligent, the more I 
have been engaged and favoured: Ap- 
proving my Thankfulneſs in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as thou may'ſt graciouſly accept in my 
bleſſed Saviour Feſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Thankſ- 


( 161) 


Thankſgiving and Prayer after Reco- 


very out of a dangerous Sickneſs. 


Gop of my Life! In whoſe Hand my 

Breath is: And by whom all Men 
do live, and have their Days here prolonged 
or /hortned. I was brought low, and ready 
to think, that thou would*ſt now determine, 
and make an End of my Days upon Earth; 
and counted myſelf ſo nigh unto Death, 
that I expected every Day, when the laſt 
Enemy, which lay in wait for me, would 
come and ſeize upon me. 210961 
But thou, Lord, haſt graciouſly diſap- 
pointed my Fears, and reſcued me from his 
Hands; and raiſed me up, to walk again 
before thee in the Land of the Living. Tho! 
thou broughteſt me even to the Mouth of 
the Grave, yet haſt thou brought me back; 
that the Pit of Corruption ſhould not ſwal- 
low me up. And thou that gaveſt me Life 
at firſt, haſt now given it to me afreſh. 
And to thee, my God, I deſire therefore 
with all my Soul, to give all the Praiſe. O 
bleſſed be my great Preſerver, the dear and 
| only Saviour of my Body, as well as Soul; 
| the God of my Health; my heavenly Phy- 
fician; my Life, and the Length of my Days. 

O that I may live to declare the Works of 
the Lord, and ſet forth the Honour of his 
Name! That I may not look upon my ex- 

| tended - 
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tended Life, as an Occaſion to the Fleſh ; 
to enjoy my Liberty and Pleaſure upon 
Earth : But as an Engagement on my Heart, 
to abound in Gratitude, and Love, and 
Praiſe, and all faithful Duty, and chearful 

Obedience to my gracious God, 
For in Mercy to my Soul, the Lord has 
given me a further Allowance of Time in the 
World: To fill what was wanting in my 
ſpiritual Eſtate ; and to make a better Pre- 
paration for the heavenly Kingdom. And 
upon this Account alone it is, that our Life 
is ſo valuable, and our Time ſo precious here 
upon Earth; that we may have Space to 
repent; and the Opportunity to correct the 
Errors of our paſt Life: And to ſecure the 
greateſt of all our Efeds; to ſerve our 
Lord, to more well-pleaſing; and to dreſs 
up ourſelves into a greater Fitneſs to meet 
the eternal glorious Bridegroom. O that the 
Life now renewed to myſelf, may alſo be a 
new Life to the Lord! That I may not only 
ſay, I thought I ſhould have died: But 
may carry henceforth as one Reſtored 
from the Dead: And live with ſuch ching 
Thoughts; that when at laſt I come to Die, 

I may go off with /vely Hopes. 
For it is no total Eſcape, but only a Re- 
prieve, that is now granted to me: And 
my Death is a Debt to Nature, that muſt 
be paid: Nor is there any avoiding it; 
but the Hands of Death (that have been 
| &; 
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_ catching at me) will yet certainly take hold 
of me :. And I know not how ſoon I may 
be down again; and not only threatned, 
but encloſed by the Grave, for that is my 
Houſe, where, after all, I muſt take up, 
and go to Rottenneſs and Duſt. And when 
I leaſt think of it. O how ſuddenly may I 
be cut off, and take my laſt Leave of this 
World! 3 „ 
O let me not live then as if I ſhould 
never ſee Death; nor put it far from me, 
as if it ſhould never be upon me: Nor 
reckon upon any ſure Standing, or long 
Abiding, in ſuch a changeable 7ran/itory 
World; that is but the Houſe of our Pil- 
ęgrimage, and none of our Home, nor the 
Place of our Ref. But when Duſt I am; 
and to Duſt I muſt return : O help me, Lord, 
ſo to remember and conſider my Death, 
that I may be the better for it, in all the 
_ Courſe and Condu#t of my Life: With ſuch 
wiſe and holy Circumſpettion, carrying my- 
ſelf, and ordering all my Converſation in 
the World; that when I muſt cloſe my 
Eyes upon this preſent Scene of Things, I 
may depart hence full of Peace, and hope 
to enjoy far better and more durable Goods, 
than any are here to be found. And for 
my Recovery, and ſuch Health as I enjoy at 
preſent, O let me pay my Yows to the 
Lord; and from the Ground of the Heart, 
aſcribe to the God of my Salvation, all 
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Glory, Thanks and Love, and Service, 
throughout the whole Remainder of my 


Life, and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Bl: ſing, Direftion: Help, 
and good . in any greet. En- 


e 


Lok p Go D, infleitely Wiſe and 
Good, who teacheſt Man Knowledge; 


and giveſt both the Skill and Power to ac- 


compliſn our Purpoſes : And alſo the 
Bleſſings and Succeſs, to bring Things to 
paſs, according to our Wiſhes! I know 
not what to do: but my Eyes are upon 
Thee; and all my Expectation is from thee, 
and ſtill. 1 deſire to wait and call and de- 
pend upon thee. A great Work now I 
have to do: But O how little Strength to 
do it! All my Sufficiency is of thee, who 


workeſt in us to oil] and to do, of thy 
good Pleaſure. Thou that haſt been my 


Help, leave me not, nor forſake me, O 
God of my Salvation: But let me be taught 
of God, what I have to do: and let the 


gracious Lord make me to underſtand what 


is thy Pleaſure concerning me. O that my 
Ways were directed to pleaſe thee : That 


1 may have the Light of thy Countenance 


ſhining upon me. 

My Lord, and my God 1 Tn me not 

in the Hand of my own Counſel ; nor P 
. tae 
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the Conduct of my own fooliſh and deceit- 


ful Heart: But lead me by the Way that I 


ſhall go, and guide me continually; that 


Diſcretion may preſerve me, and Under- 
ſtanding may keep me. O make my Way 


proſperous; and give me thy Bleſſing and 


good Succeſs. Bring all needful Things to 
my Remembrance : And where I have not 


the Preſence of Mind, nor Power of Per- 
formance, O magnify thy Power in m 

Weakneſs: And let me go forth in thy 
Nome and Strength; and ſpeed and proſper, 


by thy Gruce and Bleſſing. Let thy good 


Providence ſo be my Detence and Security, 
and thy Holy Spirit my Guide and Coun- 
ſellor ; that I may wiſely chuſe, and rightly 
manage, and ſucceſsfully accompliſh, the 
Things wherein I have engaged. 

Thy Will be done, O Lord, however I 


am pleaſed or croſſed: And let me ever 


deſign thy Glory, whether it make for my 
Gain or Loſs, in any reſpects of this pre- 
ſent Life. O be thou ſtill a gracious Father 
to me, and a merciful Provider for me: 


And grant me now the comfortable Senſe 


of thy good Acceptance of me, and thy 
Deſigns of Mercy towards me. Be thou 
pleaſed to take me to thy fatherly Care 
and Conduct: And preſerve me from the 
Evils, into which I am prone to fall: And 
quicken me to the Good which I am averſe 

| 0 
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to perform. O eſtabliſh thou the Work 
of my Hands upon me : Yea, the Work 
of my Hands ęſtabliſo thou it. My Gd 


and Guide, my Help and Strength! If 


thou lead me not, I ſhall run into Errors: 


_ moy keep me not, I ſhall fall into Dau- 
But hold thou me up, and I ſhall | 


| See And let me experience thy 
Power and Preſence with me, and all the 


Goodneſs of the Lord paſſing before me: 


That I may ſo go through this and all 


the Affairs of my Life; that, at my laſt 


Reflection upon what is paſt, my Soul may 
have Peace, and give thy Name the Prai/e, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 

A Prayer when going Abroad. 


Lox! Thou art the ſame God in 
all Places : And no where can I go, 


but thou art there. Both at Home and 


Abroad, on my Way, and at the End, thou 
art ever with me, by thy univerſal Pre- 
ſence: O let me alſo experience the Pre- 
ſence of thy Grace, and thy Good Spirit 


with me; to Conduct and Guide me con- 


tinually ; to protect and ſave me from all 
| Dangers and Miſchiefs: And to make my 
Way proſperous, and all my Affairs ſuc- 
ceſs ful O let the Bling of the Lord fol- 
low me, and reſt upon me; and preſerve 

my 
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my going out, and my coming in: And never 


leave me, nor forſake me, O Lord; but be 
my God and Guide this Day, in all this 
Journey; and all my Life long: Which is 
but a Pilgrimage, and Paſſage through this 
World; in which I am continually haſten- 
ing Home, to the Period of all my Travels, 


to the Place where I muſt take up, and 


dwell for ever. - 

O good God! Make me continually 
mindful of that Progreſs, and of that Jour- 
ney's End: And keep me from ſinful Wan- 
derings, and thoſe worſt of all Falls, to 


fall from my God. Take care of me, I 


beſeech thee, and lead me, and keep me, 
and help me: And after all my Motions 
here, O bring me ſafe at laſt, to thy holy 
Hill, and to thy heavenly Reſt; to the 
bleſſed End of my Faitb, the everlaſting 
Salvation of my Soul: Thro' the Greatneſs 
of thy Mercy to me, in thy dear Son, my 
gracious Lord, and only Saviour, Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. | | 


A Prayer for Illumination and Knows- 


ledge. 


Los, the eternal uncreated Light: 


I Thou haſt not left thyſelf without 


HY itneſs amongſt us; but in thy Word and 
Works before us, in our Souls and Con- 
ſciences 


168 For Knowleage. 
ſciences within us, and in all thy Creatures 
on every Side us, we may ſee the Tracks of 
thy Preſence, thy Power, Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. That I have, therefore, no 
more and better Knowledge of God, and 
the Things belonging to my Peace, it is 
my Shame, and owing to my ſinful Dul- 
neſs and Negligence, in that which does 
moſt nearly and eternally concern me. Ah 
Lord! J have not improved in Knowledge 
anſwerable to the Light which thou haſt 

cauſed to ſhine upon me; nor according 
to the Means of Inftrutzi on, wherewith thou 
haſt bleſſed me. But I have need to be 
taught myſelf, the Things whereof I might 
have been a Teacher of others. For which 
I deſire, Lord, to humble myſelf, and to 
beg thy Pardon; and come now to aſk 
Wiſdom of Gd, who giveſt to all Men 
liberally, and upbraideſt not. 

I cannot fee or know thee, O Lord, 
but by the Beams of thy own Light, which 
thou art pleaſed to impart : O wilt thou 
vouchſafe yet farther and more fully to 
diſcever and manifeſt thyſelf to my Soul? 
And teach me to know aright thee, the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent. O bleſſed Son of Righteou/- 
neſs, ariſe upon me with Healing in thy 

Wings; to ſcatter all the Clouds of Folly 


and Ignorance, and Error and Prejudice, 


chat 
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that overſpread my Soul. Open my Eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous Things out of 
thy Law. And open my Underſtanding, 
that I may underſtand the Scriptures. And 
not remain in Darkneſs concerning any 
Thing that is needful for me to know, in 
order to my preſent Peace and Duty, and 
to my eternal Bliſs and Felicity. And 
whereinſoever I, or any whom I am con- 
cern'd with, or for, are otherwiſe minded 
than we ought to be ; O God, r&veal the 
ſame to us: And let us all be taught of 
Thee, to know Thee, from the greateſt to 
the leaſt! And not be unwiſe, but under- 
ſtand what the Will of the Lord is. 

That the Soul be without Knowledge, is 
not good: O incline our Ears to Viſdom, 
and our Hearts to Underſtanding ;, that we 
may follow on to &now the Lord, and in- 
creaſe in the Knowledge of God, Shew us 
thy Ways, O Lord, and lead us in thy 
Truth. And whatſoever elſe we are igno- 
rant of, unto us let it be given, to know the 
Myſteries of the Kingdom of God: And to 
know what we are to Believe, and how we 
are to Conceive of thy bleſſed Self, and 
all the Things of God that concern us. O 
Lord, our Light! Give us Underſtanding 
in the Way of Godlineſs : A ſpiritual Di/- 
cerning of the Things of thy Spirit; and 
make us wile to Salvation. Give us the 

* Spirit 
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Spirit of V. dem and Revelation, in the 
Knowledge of Thee : The Eyes of our Un- 
derſtanding being enlightened, that we may 
ſce what is the Hope of thy Calling, and 
- what the Riches of the Glory of thy Inbe- 
ritance in thy Saints, and what the mighty 
Power of thy Spirit, which works in them 
that do believe. 


O put thy Law in our imvard Parts, and 


write it in our Hearts: That we may be 
well acquainted with thy Will, revealed in 


thy Word: That the Scripture may not be 


to us a Book ſealed, or a Goſpel hid; but 
a Lamp to our Feet, and a Light to our 
Path: To ſhew us what we have to do, 
and how to demean ourſelves, in all Eſtates, 
Affairs and Circumſtances of our Lives. 
that our Ways were directed to keep 


thy Statutes! And help us, O Lord, lo to 


do thy Vill, that we may know the Scri p- 


tures to be of God, and may have the Wit- 


neſs in crſefves : And perceive the Divi- 


rity of thy Word, by the heavenly Power 


and Eficacy of it upon our Lives. And 


though now we ſee but darkly as in a Glaſs, 


and know but in Part; and cannot by 
ſearching find out the Almighty to Per- 
_ fettion ;, yet help us ſtill more and better to 


know our God, ſo as we can know; till 


| hereafter we ſhall know as we are e 


and ſee Face to een! in that bleſſed Pre- 
ſence 
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ſence of thine, where is Fulneſs of 7%) for 


evermore. Amen. | N 
A Prayer for Repentance. 


Fa Moſt holy Lerd God, againſt whom 
I have greatly inned, and who for 


my Sins art juſtly di/plea/ed : Thou halt re- 


vealed thy Wrath from Heaven, againſt all 
Ungodlineſs and ah en, of Men, 
that impenitently go on in their Treſpaſſes: 

And haſt let us know, that as we all have 
Sinned, ſo except we Repent, we {hall all 
Periſb. Even the Saviour of Sinners, will 
not ſave any Sinner without Repentance; 
nor doſt thou Remit, what we do not Re- 


pent : Though, upon our Nepentance, thou 


| haſt aſſured us of thy gracious Pardon and 


Acceptance, And when we return unto 


| thee, and humble our ſelves before thee, 


thou wilt ſhew us thy Compaſſion, and 
grant us thy Salvation. O gracious Lord 
great is thy Mercy, to vouchſafe unto us 
this Remedy: And to deal fo favourably 
with us, as to forgive and receive us, when 
we are but ſenſible of our Miſcarriages and 
Hebellions; and humbly /zbmit our ſelves; 
and leave off to do fo fooliſhly and wick- 
ediy. Such Humiliation and Reformation, 
15 the beſt and moſt needful Thing for 
me to do: But O how averſe and inſut- 
ficient am I do it! Thou Searcher of 


I 2 Hearts, 
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Hearts, knoweſt my Heart to be ſo Hard- 
ed, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, that 


as ſoon may I fetch Water out of the Flint, 
as godly Sorrow out of this o>durate Heart: 
If thou, the great God, do not ſoften it 
with thy holy Fear, and diſſolve and over- 


come it with thy powerful Love: And 


that I can no more turn with all my Heart 
to the Lord, than I can turn the Courſe of 
a River to run back to the Fountain: Un- 
leſs thou draw me by thy Grace, and give 
me Power from on High, to enable me 
- for the bleed Work - 

O thou that did cauſe Water to guſh 


out of the ſtony Rock, wilt thou break and 


melt my rocky Heart into ſuch Contrition, 
as works Repentance unto Salvation ? Yea, 


thou that faſhioneſt all the Hearts of the 


Sons of Men, take away from me the 
Heart of Stone, and give me a Heart of 
71, broken and contrite, ſuch as thou wilt 
not deſpiſe : That I may look upon him 

whom my Sins have pierced, and mourn ; 
and be in Bitterneſs for all the foul Offences 
that I have committed againſt the Lord of 
Love, the God of all my Mercies. O give 


me ſuch true Repentance for em, that thou 


may” alſo give me full Pardon of them. 
Give me, good Lord, that Repentance which 
thy holy Word requires, and ſuch as thy 
_ gracious Goodnels in Chrift Jeſus will 


mer- 
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f mercifully acccept; even the Repentance 
unto Life, never to be repented of. O help 
me ſo to repent, and to be converted, that 
my Sins may be blotted out, when the 
Times of Refreſhing ſhall come from the 
Preſence of the Lord. Turn thou me, O 
Lord God of my Salvation, and fo ſhall I 
be turned, and change my Mind, and a- 
mend my Life, and bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance; not only confeſſing and 
bewailing Sins committed, but alſo hating 
5 and forſaking Sins confeſs'd and bewail'd, 
3  lecathing as much as ever I have loved, the 
| Things that diſpleaſe thy holy Will, and 
diſhonour thy bleſſed Name. 
& What I cannot recall, yet, Lord, give 
& me Grace to repent. And where I am 
(alas) ſo far from innocent, Father of Mer- 
cies, make me penitent. And touch my 
Heart with ſuch a powerful Sex/e of all thy 
Loving-Kindneſs, as may work upon my 
Ingenuity ; to break my Heart for my Sins, 
and from them: And make me ſorrowful! 
concerned, that ever I ſhould commit Ot- 
fences ſo great, againſt the God ſo infinitely 
Good: Yea, make me fo circumſpect and 
full of Care, to keep myſelf henceforth 
1 in thy Fear and Love; that I may never 
q be ſo ſtrange to thee, as I have been; Nor 
fall away from thee, and Treſpaſs upon 
thee, as I have done. O my God! Let 
thy Coodneſs lead me to ſuch Repentance. 
1 And 
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And help me fo to break off my Sins; 
and to ſurn and dave unto thy bleſſed 
Self: That thou may'ſt have Mercy upon 
me, and agumdently pardon all my abound- 
ing Sins: Through the infinite Riches of 
thy Grace and edlen in the Son of 


thy Love, my only 8 Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


Amen. 


A Pra ayer for Faith nll f wt i in God. 


 Ithout Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
"thee, O God: And therelore I 
come to beg of thee that Faith which is 


thy C. Lord help my Unbelief : and in- 


creale my Faith, Whatever thou haſt re- 


vealed, let me take it upon the Credit of 
thy Word : And where I have thy Promiſe, 


ler me not ſtagger through Unbelief : But 


fully perſuade myſelf, it Thall be as thou 


haſt ſaid. O bleſs and enrich my Soul with 
ſuch a holy, lively, and unfeigned Faith, 
as may enlighten my Mind, and purify my 
Heart, and influence my whole Life : Such 


_ Faith as may enable me to receive Jeſus 
Chrijs tor my Saviour, and heartily to give 


up myſelf to him for my Lord: So to be 


ruPd and ſanctify'd by him here in this 


Life, that I may be for ever ſaved and 


_ glorified by him, in that Life which is to 


come. O help me ſo to affent unto the 


Truths, that I may alſo conſent to the 
Terms 


Terms of the Goſpel. And work in me 
that efefual Faith, which may work by 
Love; and may enable me to overcome 
the World, and to live above it: Looking 


at, and for, the great and glorious Things 


of a better World; thoſe unſeen Things 


that are Eternal. | 


In my greateſt Darkneſs and Diſtreſs, O 
let me truſt in the Name of the Lord, and 
ſtay myſelf upon my Ged : Committing my 
Ways unto thee, and caſting my Burthen 


upon thee, who careſt for us, yea, putting 


my Truſt in thee, though thou %%% me: 


Truſting in thy Almighty Power to help 


and fave : In thy tender [nclinations to pity 
and relieye : And in the ſure Promiſes which 


thy Love haſt made, and which thy Faith- 
fulneſs will certainly make Good, unto all 
that wait and call upon thee, to remember 
thy Jord unto thy Servants, upon which 
thou haſt cauſed them to hope. And though 


I am not preſently anſwered in the Wiſhes 


of my Heart, O let me ſarry and wait pa- 


tiently for the Salvation of the Lord; and 


have my Eyes upon the Lord my Cod, till 


he have Mercy on me. Yea, make me 


fo /ornd and ſtrong in the Faith, that my 
Faith may never fail; but that it may be 
tound to praiſe and honour and glory in 
every Time of Trial; and at the great 
Appearing of our Lord and Saviour Feſus 


Cbriſt. Amen, 


I 4 ee 
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A Prayer fer Power to live by Faith up- 


on Chriſt, and the Divine Promiſes. 


T* is the Command of my Saviour, that 
they who believe in God, ſhould believe 
allo in "Ls: As our only Mediator with 
the Father; to whom none can come, but 
by him : Neither is there Salvation in any 


other ; who counts it no Robbery to be 
equal with God: Yea, who himſelf is over 
all God Bleſſed for ever. But it is Life eter- 
nal to know him. And none ſhall periſh that 


_ believes in him. O the Riches of Grace, and 


the Wonders of divine Mercy that it ſhould 
{o be done to poor Sinners. Bleſſed for ever 
be thy glorious Name, O God of all Grace, 
who of t thy abundant Mercy, haſt provided 
ſuch a wonderful Remedy for our ſinful Mi- 
ſery; to ſave us through Faith in him, where 


we could not be ſaved by any Merits or 
Performances of our own. 


Great and holy Lord! In all that ever I 


do, I cannot but ſee the extreme Need of a 
Saviour: And that I am undone without 
the free Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt. And 
therefore I deſire to go even out of my/ef}, 
and to be found in him; not having my 


_ own Righteouſneſs, but that which is 


through the Faith of him: And to fit down 


under the Shadow of that bleſſed Tree of 
Life, 
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| To Ave by Faith upon Chriſt, &c. 177 
1 Life, which yields the richeſt Fruits, mot 
{weet to the Taſte of all ſenſible Souls. O 
that Chriſt, who is the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs, to every one that b:lieveth, 
may be the Lord my Righteouſneſs ! I hat 
bis Righteouſneſs may be imputed to ine: 
And that with the Heart I may believe un- 
to Righteouſneſs ; even fo believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that I may be ſuſtiſied by Faith, and 
have Peace with God, through him. 
Thebleſſed Feſusis my Life and Strength, 
my Wiſdom and Riches, my Health and. 
Joy, my Glory, and my All: There is 
no Healing for my Soul, but in his Blood: 
No Peace tor my Conſcience but in his re- 
conciling me to God: No Satisfaclion to my 
Mind, but in that moſt perfect Alonemeut, 
which ſatisfies even the ſtricteſt Juſtice of 
Heaven. O none but Chriſt ! None but 
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| Chriſt | Without this all-ſufficient Redeemer, 
| I 'am a /oft Creature. I beſeech thee, there- 


fore, O Lord (whatſoever elſe I want) leave 
me not deſtitute of him: But give me Chriſt, 
or I die eternally. Though I confeſs my. 
ſelf moſt unworthy of him, and that I de- 
ſerve to go for ever without him: Becauſe 
I have ſowickedly deſpiſed him, and neglect. 
ed his great Salvation, and abuſed all his 
Kindneſs and Love: Yet I dare not add this: 
to all my other Offences, to de/pair of that 
Mercy of thine, O Lord, which in him, 
thou art pleaſed to hold forth, even to the 
. moſt 
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God. 


178 To live by Faith upon Chriſt, 


moſt Sinſul and Unworiby. Seeing thou 
art in Chriſt Jeſus, a God reconciling the 
World to thyſelf, and haſt given him to 
be the Propitiation for our Sins : And he 
came to ſeek and to fave even the Loft, 
and to call Sinners to Repentance ; and 
invites to him the Labouring and Heavy- 


laden: Yea, bids whoever is athirſt, to 


come, and take the Water of Life freely, 
without Money, and without Price; and 


promiſes that ſuch as come to him, he will 


in no wiſe caſt out: To him therefore J 
lork, and in him will I z7uft;, and of thee, 


my gracious Father, I beg for Help to do 
it as I ought. O be thou pleaſed to ſhine 


into my Heart with thy heavenly Light, 
to reveal thy Son in me; and to ſhew me 
tis All- H ae for me, and my own happy 
Share and Intereſt in him. Dear Lord ! 
give me thy Son to ſave me; and give me 
thy ' Sp;r7t to draw me to him, and enable 
me to take bold of him, and rely upon oi 
and to believe in him, to the ſaving of my 
Scul. O make me more acquainted with 
thy Way of faving Sinners by Jeſus Chriſ; 
and help me (for my own part) to acqzze/ce 
in it, and to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of 


Seeing thou, O God of all Grace, jufli⸗ 
reſt Sinners freely by thy Grace, not for 
the Worth of our Works, but for the Wor- 
thineſs of thy Son, through the Redemp- 

| 3 tion | 
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tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt; O map it be 


given unto me, to believe on him, and to 


repoſe all my Tyuſt in him; that believing, 
I may have Life through his Name. And 


may I be {till fully per ſdaded in my Mind, 


that he is the true Meſſias, and the only 


Saviour of the World; and never diſtruſt 
his Power, or his 2 nor be faithleſs, 
but believing, that Chriſt is my Lord, and 


my God, who loved me, and waih'd me 


from my Sins in his own Blood. And the 
God of Hope fill me with all Foy and Peace 
in Believing, that this may be all my Selace, 
and my Soul's Reſt, to lie at the Feet of 
Fejus, to caſt my Burthen upon the Lord, 
and to lean on the Beloved of my Soul, and 
upon the Promiſes of Ged in Chriſt. Though 
there's nothing in' me but Pollution and 
Diſorder. O Jet me not keep off from m 


Saviour ; but come to him at his Call, and 


believe in the Name of the Son of God, to 


be made clean and whole. None can more 


need his Help, Lord, than I do: O that 


it may not paſs by me ; but let the Saviour 5 


of the World be the ESRD, of my Soul ; 
and let Chriſt abide with my Spirit, and be 
cver at Hand, to do me Gd. O that 
my Redecmer may look with ſuch an Eye 
of Favour upon me, and revive me with 
ſome Tokens of his Love, which is better 


than all the Enjoyments and Comforts of 


the WW 07d. 
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180 To live by Faith upon Chriſt, 
Help me, O thou great Author and Fi- 

niſber of our Faith, to pray in Faith; be- 

lieving that I ſhall receive the Things which 


I aſk in thy Name. O my Lid, and my 


God ! make me to know and believe the 


Love thou haſt to me; yea, that thou haſt 


loved me with an everlaſting Love. And 
let it bear me up under all Troubles, fortify 
me againſt all Temptations, andquicken and 


enable me for the Performance of all my 
Duties, to know whom I have believed, and 
to know that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is my 


Strength and my Redeemer. O that Chriſt 


may dwell in my Heart by Faith; and that 


the Life which I now live, may be by the 
Faith of the Son of Ged, who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me: In whom, though 
now I ſee him not, yet believing, let me re- 
joice with unſpeakable, glorious Foy. 

It is thy gracious Promiſe, Lord, to blot 
out thy People's Tranſgreſſions, for thy 


cen Sake, and to heal their Backſlidings, 


and not remember their Sins, nor let Sin 


have Deminion over them: yea, to have 
Mercy even upon the wicked and the un- 
righteous Man, forſaking his Way, and 
his Thoughts, and «abundantly to pardon 3 
to give to thy Servants the Heart of Fleſh; 


a nav Heart, and a nav Spirit: To teach 
them, and quicken them: To put thy 
Spirit within them, and cauſe them to walk 
in thy Szatutes, and to keep thy Anme 
an 
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and do them: To perform the good Work 
in them: And though they Fall, to uphold: 
them with thy Hand, and let none pluck 
them out of it: Yea, to put thy Fear in 
their Hearts, that they ſhall not depart 
from thee, and to preſerve them, to thy 
heavenly Kingdom, and give unto them 
eternal Life. O exceeding great and pre- 

cious Promiſes | No ſuch Cordials to poor 
fainting Souls | For they are not too great 
to be made goed; But faithful is he that 
has promiſed, who alſo will do it. Tis 
ratified in Heaven: And not one Jot or 
Tittle of thy Mord, Lord, ſhall paſs away, 
till all be fulfilled.  O let me believe, that 
I, even I, ſhall fee it. What Time Iam 
afraid, let me truſt in thee ; and give Glory 
to God, in beheving thy gracious Promiſes, 
though I know how anworthy I am, to have 
them accompliſhed upon me. Let me lay 
up thy kind Words of Promiſe, O my 
Father, as the richeſt Treaſure, and con- 
fide in them as the /ure/t Tenure : Countin 
nothing ſo firm, as what God hath ſaid; 
and deſpiſing all the Wealth, and Honours, 
and Pleaſures of the World, in compariſon 
of thyſelf, and thy Son, and thy Spirit, thy 
Love and thy Grace and Glory; which 1 
earneſtly beg of thy bountiful Hands, for 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 
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A Prayer for the Divine Aſſiſtance. 


LoxD Gop Almighty, who giveſt 
Power to the Faint, and increaſeſt 
Strength to them that have no Might ! 
Without thee I can do nothing; nor to 
much as wi or think any Good, nor keep 
_ myſelf from any Evil: But by thy gracious 
Allliſtance it is, that I am enabled for the Per- 
formance of every Duty lying upon mie: 
And my Help is in the Name of the Lord, 


who made Heaven and Earth: And thou. 


art able to keep us from falling, and to 


make us perfect in every good Work, to 


do thy Will; working in us that which is 
well-pleaſing in thy Sight, through eſ#s 


Crit. Vea, thou halt encouraged us to 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that 
we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 


to help in time of Need, Lord of. Power 


and Love! I come, truſting in the Al- 


mighty Strength, and thy infinite Gooane/s, 


and thy gracious Promiſe ; to beg from 


thee what is wanting in myſelf: Even that 
Grace which ſhall help me ſuch to be, and 
o to do, as thou would'ſt have me. O my 
Cd! Let thy Grace be ſufficient for me, 
and ever preſent with me: And let thy good 
Sirit help my Infirmities, and ſtrengthen 


me with Might in the inner Men : So to 


enable me againſt my Sins, and for thy 
Service, 


Divine Aſſiſtance. 183 
Service, that I may be ſtrong in the Lord, 


and in the Power of his Might; and do 
all Things as I ought, through Chriſt 


ſtrength 2ening me. 


O thou that haſt ſhew'd thyſelf ill gra- 


ciouſly on my Behalf, and ee me on 
hitherto, never caſt me off, I beſeech thee, 


nor abandon me over to myſelf, who am a 


| Reed ſhaken with the Wind, a Leaf driven 
to and fro: But let me ſtill experience thy 
Help at hand, and my God performing all 
Things for me. I will go forth in the 


Strength of the Lord God, and truſt in the 
Lord Jebevab, in whom is everlaſting 


Strength. O my Lord! Come in to my 


Sacco, and be thou my Helper: To carry 
me on, beyond my own Strength, and te 
make all that I think, and ſpeak, and do, 


acceptable in thy Sight. O may I both put 


forth myſelf, to 2 up the Grace of God 


that is in me; and alſo find ſuch freſh 


Supplies of Grace, that I may fee my De- 


fires accompliſned, and my Endeavours 


trought to good Effect: And lo rejoice in 
the Lord; and glory in thy holy Name, 


through Jeſt is Chriſt, our Strength and 


our Redeemer. Amen. 


A Prayer for Sincerity, 


O My Lord, the only wiſe Cod, b 
2 Underſtending 3 is infinite, and from 


whom 
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. Prayer 


whom no Thought can be with-holden f 
Thou filleſt the whole World with thy 


Preſence, and haſt all Things ever naked 
and open before thine Eyes. Thou that 
teacheſt Man all his Knowledge, ſhalt not 
thou know? O Lord, thou ſearcheſt the 
Heart, and haft even the Secreteſt of our 


Sins in the Light of thy Countenance. And 


thou chiefly calleſt for our Hearts ; and 
requireſt Truth in the in-⅛ard Parts: And 


wilt bring every Work into Judgment, and 


every ſecret Thing, whether Good or Evil. 
My Ged, 1 acknowledge and bewail here 
below thee, the Guile and Decertfulneſs of 
my Heart: That I have been ſo unmindful 
of thy all-ſceing Eye, ever intent upon me: 


And that I have made ſo bold with thy 


glorious Majeſty, ſtill preſent with me. For 


which I confeſs, O Lord, thou mighteſt 
long ſince have cut me off, and appointed 
me my Portion with EHypocrites. But as. 
thou haſt ſpared, ſo humble me, I beſeech 


thee, and pardon me, for all ſuch Hypocriſy, 


and treacherous Dealing, whereof. I have 
been guilty. And thou that ſpeakeſt to 
the Heart, and can'it order it, even as thou 
wilt, O make my Heart right with God, 


and without any allowed Guile in thy Sight : 
be aſhamed; nor be found wanting of what 


come to take an Account of me. 


O let 


So ſound in thy Statutes, that I may not 


I profeſs myſelf to be, when thou ſhalt 
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For Sincerity. 185 
O let thy all- ſceing Eye, and not the Eye 


of the World be the Star, to ſteer my Courſe 


by. And let thy bleſſed Favour, more than 


the Liking of any ſinful Men, be ever ar | 


Study and Delight. Search me, O God, 
and try me; and whatever unpardoned 
Guilt, or unrepented Wickedneſs, whatever 


_ unknown Error, or countenanced Luft lies 


in my Soul; O help me to /ee it, and of 


thy Mercy deliver me from it: And let me 
not regard Iniquity in my Heart: Let no 


preſumptuous Sin have Dominion over me. 


Let me not allow myſelf in any Way of 


Wickedneſs; nor go on in Formality and 


Hypocriſy to ſerve thee : But walk before 


thee with an «upright Heart, and do all in- 


cerely and heartily, as to the Lord. O let 


me not be only almoſt, but altogether a 


Chriſtian : Obeying from the Heart, all thy 


Will deliver'd to us, to be done by us; and 


not ſo much concerned to ſeem Religious 


and Good, as ſuch to be Indeed and in Truth. 


Make me willing to part with the deareſt. 


Sins, and to perform the hardeſt Duties, 
for the Sake of my Lord; who parted 


with the Higbeſt Glory, and underwent the 
foreſt Miſery, for the Sake of my Soul. O 


make me true to my own Convictions, and 


faithful in exerting my own Endeavours : 


Yea make me ever jealous over my Heart, 


and Conſcientious in all my Thoughts and 
Words and Ways. That I may not go 
Self 
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186 Prayer 
Seif-condemned, for walking in a Diſeniſe, 
and only ſhewing to be what I am not: 


\ 


That my Praiſe 1 may be not of Men, but 


of God: And that I may have continual 
Rejoicing in the Teſtimony of Conſcience, and 
that Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding. O my Father, who ſeeſt in Se- 
cret | Let the Pleofi ing of thy holy Hill, and 


the Honoring of thy bleſſed Name, and the 
Enjoying of thy gracious Favour, be the 


great End, which I deſign and aim at, in 


all my Actions, and Undertakings : That 


thou, the great and good God, may'ſt in 


al TIE! be glorified by me, ogy Je- 


ns CT; Amen. 
4 Prayer for Humility, 
| Moſt high Cod, infinitely 28 105 


above all our Expreſſions, or our 
Thoughts! Thou ſitteſt on the Circle of the 


Earth, and tne Inhabitants thereof are as 
| Graſhoppers : : Yea, before thee, all Nations 


are as Nothing, and counted to thee 1005 
than Nothing, and Vanity. O what is 
Man, that 8000 ſhouldeſt be ſo mindful of 
bim! Yea, that he ſhould be anmindſu! 
of his own Vileneſs or Sinfulneſs, to exalt 
and lift up himſelf, and to ſwell with the 
Conceit of his own Worth and Excellence 


I defire, O Lord, to humble myſelf, that 


I have been no more humble, but have 
a 
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any Good, wherein thou haſt made me 


. for Humility. 187 
thought more highly of myſelf, than I 


_ ought to think; and vain-glortonſiy ſet off 
myſelf before Men, when I deſerve only 


to be Deſpiſed, and nothing but Confuſion 


is my Portion. O thou that refiſteſt the 


Proud, and giveſt Grace to the Humble, 
give me the Grace of Humility: And make 


me mean and vile in my own Hes, that 1 
may be accepted in % Sgt. Make me, 


Lord, of the Number of thoſe Poor in Spi- 
rit, thoſe bumble and contrite Ones, to whom 


thou wilt look, and with whom thou wilt 


awell. | | | 


O ſet my Sins in order before me, and 
mae me to Know my Tranſgreſſions; that 
I may not Platter myſelf in my own Eyes, 
but carry it as becomes poor ſinful Duft 


and Afhes ; who deſerve to be trodden under 


Foot, and to be caſt out, as the Off-/couring 
of all Things : Taking nothing but Shame 


to myſelf, and giving all the Glory to thee, 
of whatever is good in me. Great and holy 
God ! Make me more ſtudious to be thy 


Favourite than to be ſo accounted: And 


better pleaſed to do my Duty, than to hear 
of it. Neither of Men let me ſeek Glory, 
but the Honour that comes of Gd only. 
And the more I have received from thee, 
the more let me aſcribe unto thee : And 
not be proudly opinionated of myſelf; but 
give all Thanks and Glory to hee, for 


to 


188 Fur Mindfulneſs 


to Differ : Not loving or intending the 
Praiſe of Men, in doing the York of God; 
but performing all my "Offices, as one that 
is indeed (and not only called) thy humble 
Servant. 

O diſcover me ſo to myſelf, that I may 
ſtill walk hambly with my God, and be 
cloathed with Humility ; conſidering how 


frail! Jam, as a Creature; and how vile, as 


a Sinner. Let me ever deteſt, and dread, 
and reſiſt the Pride that goes before De- 


ſtruction ; and ſo humble myſelf under thy 


mighty Hand, that thou may'ſt exalt me in 
due Time. And for all the Good that ever 
I have performed or enjoyed, not unto me, 
O Lord, not unto me, but to thy Name, 


be all the Praiſe and Glory, humbly and 
heartily acknowledged and rendred, now 


and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Mindfulneſs of God's 
Preſence. - 


Lon bd, the infinite, incomprehenſible 
God, Thou art the high and holy 

One, who inhabiteſt Eternity, and dwelleſt 
in the Light which no Man can approach 
to. And from thy glorious Throne in Hea- 

ven, thou lookeſt down upon all the In- 
babitants of the Earth: And haſt thy Eyes 
in every Place, and pondereſt every Ting. 


Though no mortal Eye can ſee thee; no 
crealed 
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of thy Preſence ſay and guide me, in Se- 


of God's Preſence. 189 
created Underſtanding is able to compre- 
hend thee: Yet thou art here, and every 
where preſent, and now and evermore thou 
ſeeft us, and underſtandeſt our very Thoughts 


afar off; and art thoroughly acquainted 


with all our Ways; yea, thou art ſo uni- 
ver/ally Obſervant, as to have a particular 

Concern for every Perſon and Action in the 
World. Great Ged! Thou filleſt Heaven 


and Earth with thy Preſence, O fill my 


Heart with thy Grace, and the Mindfulneſs 


of thy Preſence with me; that I may ſet 


the Lord always before me; and evermore 
remember thee in all my Ways. © 
O that ever I ſhould forget God that 
made me! The God who qguickens every 
Thing that lives; concurs with every Thing 
that moves; and upholds every Thing that 
has a Being throughout the World! O 
that I ſhould live ſo much without thee in 
the World, in whom I ever Live, and 
Move, and Am! And who haſt ſtill been 
with me, and watchful for Good over me 
all my Days. Holy God! BecauſeI have 
regarded thee no more, thou mighteſt make 
me ſenſible of thy Preſence, in Judęmenis 
worthy of thyſelf. But, O Lord, in Mercy 
pardon all ſuch my ſinful Neglect and In- 
advertence. And as I am ever expoſed to 
to thy all-ſzeing Eye, ſo make me ever duly 
aware of it. And let the Remembrance 


cret 
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cret and in Company, at all Times, in all 

all Places, and in all my Actions: That 
I may demean myſelf, as ever under the 
awful Eyes of the great God of Heaven and 
Earth : And fear thee above all other 
Powers, love thee above all other Goods, 
ſerve thee before all other Lords, and truſt 

in thee more than in any other Reſuge, _ 
Yea, let me rejcice under the Shadow of 
thy Wings; and herein /olace myſelf, that 
thou art at my Right-hand, and ever with 
me. O let not the Remembrance of my 
Lord be grievens to me; but let my Me- 
ditations of Gd be ſweet, as well as fre- 
quent; that delighting myſelf in the Lord, 
thou mayeſt give unto me the Deſires of 
my Heart: And ſo guide me with thine 
Eye, that as I am ill” Manifeſt, T may be 
alſo ſtill Accepted in thy bleſſed Sight, 
through Teſs Chriſt. Amen. 


1 A Prayer for Tenderneſs of Heart. 


Lmighty Lord, the God of all Grace, 
who ſpeakeſt to the Hcart, and it 
obeys thee : And when it is grown callous 
and hard, thou canſt make it ſoft and re- 1 
lenting; and give Sight and Senſe even to 
ſuch as are Blind and paſt Feeling! O ſhew = 
the Power of thy heavenly Grace, in Work- : 
ing upon this ſtupid, inſenſible Heart of 
mine : S0 to make me know, both the 3 
Evil 1 
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Evil of my Sins, and the Things of my 


Peace. And be thou pleaſed to give me 
ſuch a Sight of my Sins, ſuch Humiliation 
of Soul, Brokenneſs of Heart, as may pre- 
pare me for all the promiſed Mercies of 


God in Jeſus Chriſt. O Father of Mercies! 
Puniſh not my peſt Sins, by leaving me 
to commit Sin with Greedineſs : Nor ever 


give me up to ſuch Blindneſs of Mind, and 


Hardaeſs of Heart, as ſhould render me 


Senſeleſs and Incorrigible. But quicken and 
awake my dull Soul, into a lively Senſe of 


Sin, and Tenderneſs of Conſcience, and due 


Avprehenſien of my great and eternal Con- 


cerns. O make me ever jealous over my 


Heart, and watchful over my Ways; con- 


tinually tearing to Offend, and endeavour- 


ing to pleaſe my Gd: Keeping my Heart 


with all Diligence, that it be not hardened 
through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin: And 


keeping at that Diſtance which thy holy 


Word teaches us to keep from every evil 


and accurſed Thing, that is proveking in 


thy Sight, and deſtructive to my Soul. 
O let me not continue in Sin, that Grace 


may abound; nor kick againſt the Bowels 


of Mercy, that ſo long has borne with me, 
and bcen ſo abundantly goed to me: But 


give me, O my God, ſuch a Fulneſs of 


| New Life, as may beget in me a greater 
Quickneſs of ſpiritual Senſe; and make 


my Conſcience quick of Feeling, even as 
the 


190, AR 
the Apple of my He; that I may fo fee! 
my Sins here as to prevent my feeling of 
them for ever, when there ſhall be no 
Remedy. From Hardneſs of Heart, and 
Contempt of thy Word and Commandments, 


good Lord deliver me. And give me a | 


Heart ſo ſoft and tender, as to /mite and 


correct me, for every, even the leaſt ſin- 
ful Evil; and to hold me back, not only 


from groſs and ſcandalous Offence ; but | 


from all that is Spicious, or that has a 
Tendency to Sin; from the Occaſons of 
Falling, and all Appearances of Evil. O 
let: me fo obſerve thee, with a Child-like } 
Tenderneſs, and awful Regard, all the | 
Days of my Life; that I may not favifhly F 
dread thee, ſo as to be conſumed with 
Terrors, in the great Day of thy Wrath : 
But may then receive the bleſſed Portion 
of thy Children, who lived {till looking and 
preparing for the Coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer for the Fear of God. 


op, the great and dreadful God ! 
In whoſe Hands is my Time, at whole 
Mercy is my Soul, and all that concerns 
me both here and for ever. Thou, even 
thou, art to be feared: And who may 
Rand in thy Sight, when once thou art 
. angry 
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the Fear of God. 193 
angry | The Fear of the Lord is the Begin- 


ning of Wiſdom; and happy is the Man 


that feareth always: But to harden our 
Hearts againſt thy Fear, is not only Polly 


and Impiely, but Madneſs and Ruin. Iam 


afraid, O Lord, becauſe I have feared thee 
no more: But have made ſo bold with thy 
glorious Majeſty, and with thy holy Laws; 
who canſt, whenever thou pleaſeſt, avenge 


thee of thy Adverſaries; and kill and caſt 
Sinners into Hell: That I have been ſp fear- 
les in the Ways of Sin, where I ſhould not 
have dared to be ſeen; and ſo timorons in 


the Cauſe of God, where I ſhould not have 
fear'd the Faces of any Men. O abſolve 
me, I beſeech thee, good Lord, from all 


ſuch Guilt, that lies upon me: And put thy 


Fear into my Heart; that I may never ex- 
perience, what a fearful Thing it is to fall 
into thy Hands. O incite my Heart, to 


fear thy Name! And let thy Fear be ever 
before my Eyes, to reſtrain me from the 


Evil of my Ways. O let me ſo ſtand in 
Awe of thee; that I may not dare to pro- 
voke thee. Let me not be ſo much afraid 
of any Man that ſhall Die, as of the Al- 
mighty ever-living G; nor fo fear any 
Loſs or Suffering, that can but take away a 


temporal Good; as 1 fear the Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, that would deprive me of the good Ever- 


laſting. O lex me fear the Lord, and depart 
from Evil: And have my Ged in ſuch Re- 


K gard, 


194 Prayer for, &c. 
gard, that I may not offer willfully to v. 
late thy holy Laws: But fear to Aiſponour 
thy Name, or to rebel againſt thy Word, 
or to reſt hort of what thou requireſt at 
my Hands. And O that thy Fear may 
not only keep under /ome of my Sins, but 
regulate my whole Life, and ſway my very 
Heart: that I may do thy Will entirely 
from the Heart, and go on to perfect Ho- 
lineſs in the Fear of God. 

May I tear thy Name, and not Mlaſpheme 
$3 it; fear thy J/Tath, and not provoke it; fear 
BY thy Word, and not deſpiſe it; fear thy Good- 
J neſs, and not abuſe it: Fear thy Omniſcience, 
| _ not make bold with ſecret Sins: Fear 
| | thy Omnipotence, and not ftrive with my 
Maler in any Caſe. And give me, O my 

God, the right Mixture of Fear and Faith: 

To keep me 1n an even Temper, between 

Preſuming and Deſpairing: That no Croſſes 

or Evils coming upon me, may ever make 
. my Faith to fail, or ſink me down into 
1 ſuch Conſternations, as to unfit me for my R# 
El. Duty: Andthat no Succeſſes, and fair Proſ- 
| petts of the World's Good before me, may 
| | harden me into a wretched Boldneſs with 
thee nor lift me up into Hantonneſs and 

$1u5bornneſs againſt thee : But that I may 

keep up an awful! Regard of thy glorious 

Majeſty, and a dutiful Reſpect to all thy 
holy Commands evermore. Amen. 
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Lys 
A Prayer for the Love of God. 


Thou infinite Goodneſs and Love, who 
art moſt ſweet and amiable in thyſelf; 

and moſt full of Invitation, for all thy own 
glorious Excellencies and unſpeakable Per- 


feftions; and allo for thy Loving-kindneſs, 
and all the Wonders of thy Mercy and Bounty 


to thy Creatures! *Tis the Riches of th 

Grace to makeus capable of this bleſſed Pri- 
vilege, tolove thee: Beyond which the high- 
eſt Angels know no greater Bliſs : Yea, that 


thou haſt not only given us Capacities for it, 


but the greateſt Obligations, to engage our 
Hearts to it. Yet after all the Reaſons and 
Motives which we have to /ove our God, O 

how poor and defective has been my Love! 

Yea, in what $trangeneſs and Enmity to thee, 
Lord, have I liv'd! *Tis my Sin and Shame, 
and Miſery, to be ſo /;/ileſs and backward to 
thy Love. O my God, I have done fooliſh- 
ly and wickedly, in forſaking the Fountain 
of living Waters, to hew to myſelf the 
broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Water; 
ſhutting my Heart againſt the Love of my 
chiefeſt Good, who haſt ſtill been doing me 
Good; and laid freſh Obligations upon me, 
with thy rezewed Favours every Day: And 


_ preferring any Triſles and Vanities of this 
_ preſent Time; yea, and the Satisfaction of 


2 my 
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my own fooliſh and hurtful Laſis, above 
_ thee and thy Love, which 1s — than 


Life. 


all the Defetts of my Love to thee, and all 
the Exceſes of my Love to earthly Things; 
and turn my Inclinations and Aſfections from 


all vain Objects, to thy Seed Self, who art 


che Worb hieſt of all Love; and (to conquer 
all my Prejudice, and for ever win my 


Heart) O ſhew thyſelf to me as a pardening 


Gd; full of Compaſſion, ready to forgive, 


and willing to ſave me. Yea, make me to 


know ſo much of the Love wherewith thou 
haſt /b, me, that I may make better Re- 


turns of Love to the gracious Giver of all 


my Ged. Touch my Heart with ſuch a 
powerful Senſe of thy Lovelineſs and thy 


Leving-kindneſs, that I may experience 
ſtror ger Deſires and Inclinations after thee, 


ard greater Complacence and Delight in thee: 
And may love all other Things in Compa- 
riſon of my beſt and a Lord, as if 1 
loved them not. 

lhe Lord direct my Heart into the Love 
of Cod; and ſhed abroad, and increaſe thy 
Love in my Heart: That 1 may love the 
Lord my Cd with all my Heart, and Soul, 


and Mind, and Might, O diſgrace to me 
all ſuch tempting Things of the World, as 


would draw away my Love from Melt: 


And ſo diſcover thyſelf to my Soul, as 


may 


O good Ged ! Be thou pleaſed to \ pardon 


the Love of God. 197 
may take my Heart: That this Heart of 
mine which has been ſo cold and dull and 
dead to thy Love, may feel its mighty 
Warmth and Power; and from complain- 
ing of the Want, may come to rejoice in 
the Abundance of it. O my Life, my Hope, 
and Joy, that haſt ſo much and eternally 


obig d me! Give me the Grace and the Power 


to love thee: Let me be {till longing to ap- 
pear before thee; and delight in the Duties 
that bring me nigh to' thee, -and that help 
me to Communion with thee. * Increaſe my 
Love to thy Word, and to all the Things of 
thy Spirit and Grace. And let me take more 


Satisfaction and Pleaſure inthe Light of thy 
Countenance, than in the Increaſe of Corn 


and Wine, and all the moſt deſired Enjoy- 
ments of this Life. O let me not reſt in the 
Gifts, forgetting the bountiful Giver, of 
every good Thing: But draw and join m 


Heart, dear Lord, ſtill nearer to thyſelf, 


with the Cords of Love. And together with 
all my Enjoyments in the Mord, O let me 
enjoy ſtill more of thee my Ge: In the En- 
10yment of whom, conſi:ts all my true Life, 
and Peace and Happineſs, here and for ever. 
Engage to thyſelt, O my Lord, the chief 
and choiceſt Afefions of my Heart; and 


take it the willing Captive of thy Love. 


And help me ſtill to verify my Love of 
God, by hating of Evil, and keeping thy 
Commands, and delighting to do thy Will. 

K 3 O my 
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198 A : 
O my God, Let the Dęſre of my Soul, 


the Care of my Heart, and the Endeavour 


of my Life, be to oherve and pleaſe thee. | 
And to ſecure my Heart, Lord, to thee, | 
that I may not go a boring from thee; 


but may be rooted and grounded in thy Love; 


and through thy good Help and Grace, 


may keep myſelf in the Love of Gd; look- | 
ing for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrit | 


do eternal Life. Amen. 


A Prayer for Hope. 


Mono Gop of Hope, the bleſſed Foun- 
der of all our great and glorious Ex- 


| pefations ! Thou haſt promiſed thy People 
ſuch Bliſs and Glory, as is not only above 
all our Deſerts to enjoy, but above all our 


very Thoughts to conceive. Yet ' tis not too 


great for thy Almighty Hand, and thy 


boundleſs Love to give. And becauſe thou 


giveſt ſo like thy/elf; and haſt made Pre- 


parations for thy People, anſwerable to thy 


own infinite Greatneſs and Goodneſs, there- 


fore thou art not aſhamed to be called their 
God. None has ſeen, nor can tell or think, 
the Things which thou, O God, haſt laid up 
for them that love thee, But it is good to 
Hope, and quietly wait for the Salvation of þ 


the Lord. Even in derk Days, and peril- |. 


ous Times, that make us know Adver- |. 
ſity; and threaten us ſtil] with more; yet 
patiently 
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patiently to wait for what we Hepe; till he 
that hides his Face from us, cauſe the * 


of his Countenance to break out upon us. 
O my God! Give me ſuch a Hope, as 


may lift up my Head, and ſtrengthen my 


Heart, and embolden my Spirit, againſt all 


Temptations and Diſcouragements of the 
preſent Time: That I may never. yield to 
any Conſternations, ſo as to deſtroy my Faith 
and Hope, andunfit me for my Work, and 
thy Service, O give me for a Helmet, the 


Hope of Salvation; that Hope which may 


be as the Anchor of my Soul, ſure and ſted- 


faſt. O let me Hope, and praiſe thee more 


and more! And rejoice in the Hope that 


leaveth not afbamed: yea, and hold faſt the 


| Rejoicing of my Hep: firm to the End. 

Though I am Sinful and Unworthy, yet 
let me hope in the Lord, with whom is 
Mercy and plenteous Redemption, to re- 
deem his People from all their Iniquities. 
O gracious God, infinitely Good! I could 
have no Hope but in thy tender Mercies in 


thy beloved Son, and in thy faithful Pre- 


miſes; which do give Aſſurance of Pardon 
and Acceptance to all that humbly and be- 


lievingly apply themſelves to thee, in the 


Name and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember th 
Mord to thy Servant, upon which thou hatt 


cauled t me to Hope. O ſeal me with that 
- holy 
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holy Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt 
of our Inheritance: That I may abound in 
Hope, through the Power of the Zloly 


Ghoſt, O let Chriſt in me, by my Hope of 
Glory. And having this Hope in me, help 


me to purify myſelf, as my Lord is pure: 


That my Hopes may be rational and well- 


grounded Hopes, to ſee and enjoy the 
Lord: and to live in thy Kingdom and 
Glory, moſt bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer for Charity. : 


"2 Vofſt gracious and merciful Lord our 


God, who art very Goodneſs and 
Love itſelf: Thou haſt commanded, that 
he who loveth thee ſhould /ove his Brother 
alſo: Yea, that we ſhould love our Neigh- 
bour as ourſekves. Father of Mercies, for- 


give me all my Sins of Uncharitableneſs : 


And give me a Heart to abound with 


| Loving-Kindneſs, to all the Partakers of 


my Nature, that are the Work of thy 
Hands, and Sherers in my Hopes. Let me 
not deſpiſe any for their l Eſtate; nor 
hate any for their ab/ve Carriage; nor caſt 


off any as Reprobate, for their ſcandalous 


Wickedneſs: But be kindly afeckioned unto 


all: Defirous of their Holineſs and Hap- 


pineſs, and contributing what lies in me, 
to promote it : Shewing the Mercy, which 


thou knoweſt I need ; and forgiving others, 


as 
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as I myſelf deſire to be Forgiven: Lea, 
ready to Diſtribute, and willing to Commu- 


nicate; as I would be glad to find Favour, 


and receive Supply of my own Wants, give 
me, O gracious God, a large Heart, and 
(a:cording to my Ability) an pen Hand: 


That I may give chearfully, and ſow Plen- 


tifully, while I have Time, doing good un- 
to all Men, eſpecially to them that are of 
the Houſpol of Faith: Yea, loving the Op- 
portunities of ſuch Well-dojng; ang blet- 
ſing thy Name, who haſt ſo bleſt and en- 
abled me: and reireſhing my own Bowels, 


me. . 8 
And O that we may all approve ourſelves 


the Diſciples of our Lerd, by the Love we 


have for one another: And ſhe that we are 
paſſed from Death to Liſe, becauſe we love 
the Brethren; and bear the greateſt Kind- 


neſs to the Children of God: Ever eſteem- 
ing and affecting them above all; and ten- 


dering ſuch as neareſt and deareſt to s, that 
are ſo to thy Zleſſed Self. O let our Loye 
be without Diſſimulation; not only in Word 


and in Tongue, but in Deed, and in Truth: 


Loving one another with a pure Heart, 
fervently; loving even the Worſt, ſo as 
to wiſh them well, and ſeek their Good. 


And having our Delight in the Saints that 
are in the Earth, andthe Righteous, that 


K - . 
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in making the Loins of the Poor to bleſs 
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are more Excellent than their Neighbours ! 
Loving them for thy holy Image and Spirit 
appearing in them; and ſetting our Hearts 
upon them, becauſe thou art with them, 
and haſt a peculiar Favcur to them: And 
with an everlaſting Love haſt loved them. 
O Lord of Love, keep me from Cenſori- 


onuſueſs, and raſh Judging of any; that! 


may think and hope the %% of all, which 
their Caſe will admit: And love every one 


for his Sake, who has ſhewed the greateſt 


Love tous all, even our deareſt Lord, and 
only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer for Unity. 


Joy of the Spirits of all Fleſh, who 
| haſt made of one Blood all Nations of 
Men, to dwell on the Face of the whole 
_ Earth Wilt thou make us to agree in Mind 
and Afetion, as we do in Nature and Conſti- 
tution? And give to all Nations, Unity, Peace 


aud Concord, And as thou haſt called the 
Faithful, all throughout the World, into 


one Body, fo make the Multitude of Be- 
kevers (as once they were) of one Heart, 
and of one Soul. O let not the ſeamleſs Coat 


of Chriſt be torn in Pieces; nor thy Curb 


de rent into Schiſins and Contending-Par- 


ties, fierce and bitter againſt one another: 


But make us one Fold, and unanimous Flock, 
under Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd and 
Biſhop 
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for Unity. 203 
Biſhop of our Souls. O put a Healing 
Plaiſter on our b/eed!mg Wounds ; and let 


not thoſe invidious Names of Sides and 


Parties, that Exaſperate, be kept up, to 


give Diſtaſte and Prejudice: But take away 
from the Midſt of us, that perverſe Spirit, 


which makes us a Nation void of Counſel , 


and not underſtanding the Things of our 
Peace : But daſhing ourſelves one againſt - 


another. O God of Peace! Diſpoſe our 


Hearts to hearken to all peaceable Councels, 


and to comply with all healing De/ipns. 
And fo allay the Heats which our Diſſenti- 


ons have rais'd, that amidſt the Variety of 


Apprchenſions, we may yet keep the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bonds of Peace : And 
evidence our Relation to the Prince of 


Peace, by following after thoſe Things 


that make for Peace. | 
O Lord, rebuke the Storms of our Ani- 
moſities and Debates: And ſay to thoſe 


Winds and Waves, Peace, be ſtill; and they 


will obey thee. O wilt thou heal our 
| Breaches: And give us firſt the true Peace 
with God; as the Foundation for a firm and 


laſting Peace with one another ? O that the 


Uniting Spirit of Feſus Chriſt may ſo far 


prevail upon us, as to draw and knit us to- 


gether in the bleſſed Communion of th 
Saints : That we may with combined Wills 
and Intereſts, as one Man, put forth our- 
ſelves, to advance the Glory of thy Name, 
oo Os the 
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the public Good, and the common Salvation 
of all our Souls; through thy rich Mercy 


to us in our bleſſed Peace. Maker, Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 


4 Prayer for Meekneſs and Peaccable- 


nels. 


1 Ged, who alone canſt or- 


der the unruly Wills and Affections 


ot ſinful Men | Wilt thou be pleaſed to re- 
gulate my exorbitant Paſſions; and ſuppreſs 


in me that Pride from whence cometh Con- 


tention: And beat down every rebellicus 
Motion, that exalts itſelf againſt Peace 


and Patience, and Gentleneſs and Meek- 


neſs of Spirit? O help me to put away all 
Bitterneſs and Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Ma- 
ice. And however I am tempted and pro- 
- vek'd, O that I may poſſeſs my Soul in 
Patience: And not be overcome with Evil, 


but overcome Evil with Good. And enable 


us, OG of Patience, to bear one anothers 


Burdens, and to ferbear one another in 


Love: That we may not contend, but for 
the Faith of CHriſt; nor ſtrive but to enter 
in at the ſtrait Gate; nor provoke one a- 
nother, but unto Love and good Werks. 
O it thou the great God ſhould'ſt enter 
into Judgment with me, and break out in 
Fury upon me, as I have been ready to 
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| take Fire at Affronts, and to fall with Rage 


upon my Antagoniſts; Lord, how ſoon ſhould 


Il be conſumed, and fink under the ſaddeſt 


Miſery, paſt Recovery| O may I ever dread 
to be Rigid and Cruel, who know the ex- 
tream Need that I have of Mercy. And 
thou the Ged of Peace and Love, forgive 
me I beſeech thee, all the Sins that ever 
I have committed againſt Peace and Love. 


O let the Peace of God rule in my Heart; 
and thy wonderful Long-ſuffering of me 
be ever an Engagement upon me to ſhew all 


Mecekneſs to all Men; and to bear the Igno- 


rance and Weakneſs, the Follies and Mit 


takes, the Wrongs and Indignities of my 
Fellow- Creatures: Seeing I myſelf am un- 
done, without the 7. urbearance of God; 


and have nothing to hope for, and to com- 
fort myſelf in, but the finding of ſuch 


Favour at thy Hands, 

O teach and help us all to live in Peace, 
and to love in 774: Following Peace 
with all Men; and walking in Love as 
Chriſt loved us: That we may be united 
and knit together as Fellow-Members of 
the ſame Body, whereof he is the glorious 


Head. Who, thoughextremely wronged and 


Pri voł d, yet did not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cauſe his Veice to be heard in the Streets. 
Of whom let me learn ſuch Meekneſs and 
Leowlineſs of Heart, that in him I may find 
Reſt for my Soul. 0 my God! Suppreſs all 


bitter 
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bitter Reſentments in my Mind: And let the 
Law of Kindneſs be in my Tongue; and a 
meek and quiet Spirit ſhewing itſelf, in all 
the Conduct of my Life. And Lord, make 
us all ſo gentle and peaceable, and eaſy to 
be intreated, and hard to be provoked, 
that we may be Followers of God, as dear 
Children; and that thou, the God of Peace, 
may'ſt be with us; and delight to dwell 
amongſt us; and rejoice over us, to do us 
Good: For thy Mercy Sake, in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. ” „ 


Prayer under Abuſes and Provoca- 


tions. 


CY? Moft high and wiſe, holy and right- 
eous Judge of all the Earth, the great 
Author and Lover of Peace and Truth: 
Thou knoweſt my Fooi;/hneſs; and my Sins 
are not hid from thee. . How far I have 
been Accefary to pull down theſe Troubles 
and Miſchiefs upon my own Head; and 
how much worſe than any of theſe, I de- 
ſerve at thy Hands, is all naked and open 
to thine Eyes. I ſubmit, Lord, to thy Cor- 

refion, who doſt often uſe ſuch Inſtruments 
of thy Diſpleaſure. And O that the Lill 

of Men may quicker. me the more to exa- 
mine myſelf for that which is Offes//ve in 
thy Sigut: And make me the more careful 
to have my Heart right with Cod; and 
N | tO 


3 


Under Abuſes and Provocations. 207 
to Ingratiate myſelf with Heaven: Which 
will more than recompenſe for the Loſs of 
any one's Favour in the World. 


But ſeeing my Heart condemns me not 


in the preſent Caſe, for being the Cauſe of 
all this Wrath and Clamour, and Malice 
and Vengeance: And herein I apprehend 
_ myſelf now to ſuffer wrongfully : Being 


| flanderouſly reported, falſly accuſed, 


ſhamefully and deſpitefully uſed, and hated 


\ 


without a Cauſe: I take the Boldneſs to 


pour out my C:mplaint before thee O God, 
and to ſhelter myſelf under the Shadow of 


thy Wings. Plead my Caule, O Lord, 
with them that ſtrive with me: And fave 
me from thoſe that 77/e up againſt me. 
Though for my Leve, they are my Adverſa- 


ries, let me give myſelf to Prayer; and not 
avenge myſelt, but give Place unto Wrath, 


and commit my Cauſe to thee that judgeſt 


Righteouſly.” © convince my Adverfariesof 
the Error they are in: And turn them from 


the Ili- way they are upon. And the Re- 


mainder of their Mrath, O do thou re- 
rain: And here make mea Way to eſcape, 


4s thou haſt ſo often been my Help. 


I confeſs, O Lord, thou mighteſt juſtly 


uſe them that provoke me, as thy Scourge 
to chaſtiſe me, for provoking thee : And 


I know not, but fuch now may be thy 


Pleaſure. O help me then patiently to bear 


the Indignalion of the Lord ; becauſe I have 
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ſo greatly ſinned againſt thee. And how- 
ever I am purſued and ſtruck at, O let me 
not render Evil for Evil, nor Railing for 
 Kailing, but contrary-wiſe Bleſſing : Con- 
ſidering him that endured ſo great Contra- 
diclion of Sinners againſt himſelf: That 1 
be not wwearied and faint in my Mind. If 
the Man after thy own Heart had ſo many 
bitter 7mplacable Enemies, that not on! 
traduced his Name, but ſought his Life : 
If thy holy Apoſtle was called a Babler and 
Troubler 7; the World, and a peſtilent Fel- 
low, not fit to live: Yea, it the Son of thy 
eternal Love had the Report of a ne- 
bibber, a Friend of Publicans and Sinners, 
a Deceiver of the People, anda Dealer with _ 
the Devil: If he that delerv'd ſo well of 
Men, far'd ſo I at their Hands: If he 
that did no Sin, was proſecuted, as if he 
had been the chief of Sinners: If he ſuf- 
fer 'd ſo much Evil, who never deſerv'd any: 
Owhy ſhould ſuch an unworthy ſinful V reteh 
as I, to whom belong Confuſion of Face, 
and the worſt of Puniſhment, ſo heinouſly 
reſent it as Inſufferable, to be ſet at Naugyt, 
and but to endure the Correction of my own 
Wickedneſs! Though I delerve it not from 
them; Yet, O how much worſe do I de- 
ſerve from thy heavenly Majeſty, offended 
by my Sins; who may'ſt juſtly pay me by 
their Hands? Let Men, then, ſay, or do 


what they can againſt me; O let me be as 
a deaf 
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a deaf Man that heareth not; and as a 
dumb Man that opens not his Mouth: Little 
regarding the Anger of Man, If I can but 
be happy in the Favour of my God. O 
Lord, keep back thy Servant from giving 
any juſt Provocation : And let me not ſuf- 
fer as an Evil doer; nor let the Moe be 
to me, becauſe the Offence cometh by me. 
And then, when perſecuted for Righteouſ- 
neſs Sake, I ſhall rejoice and bleſs thy 
Name, and give thee Thanks and Praiſe, 
for all thy Grace and Goodneſs to me in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A Te under Infamy and Difgrae 


Lox ! Righteouſneſs belongs to 
thee; but to me Confuſion of Face, as 
it is this Day. Shame is the Portion of my 
Sins: And I deſerve no better, than to be 
lighted and deſpiſed my/elf ; who have ſo 
lighted thy Laws, and deſpiſed the glori- 
ous Majeſty of Heaven. If I had been In- 
nocent, IJ might have been Confident, to lift 
up my Face without Spot: But woe is me, 
that I have ſinned; to make myſelf Vile, 
and fit only to be trampled on.. As far as 
I am Obnoxious and Guilty, I take Shame to 
myſelf, as the Reward of my Polly and 
Wickedneſs. And O that I may ſo feel it 
here, that I may not hereafter awake to 
Shame 


210 Under Inſamy and Dijgrage. 


Shame and everlaſting Contempt. And let 
not any that wait on thee, O Lord God of 


Hoſts, be aſhamed for my Sake: Yea, 


where I ſuffer wrongfully, yet Lord help me 
to take it patieutiy. Though I am re- 


proached for the Name of Chriſt, and per- 


fecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake; let me not 
droop under the Cenſures and Scorns of 


Man: If I can but find Acceptance and 
Favour in thy Sight. Seeing it is not 
Men's Applauſe or Reproach that can make 


us Happy or Miſerable: Though we have 


their good Opinion and Commendation, we 


are never the better, when out with Heaven. 


And though we have 1% ourſelves with 


them, we are never the worſe; when we 


ove ourſelves to him that ſearches our 


Hearts. Thy Word, O Lord, gives us 
Encouragement, ſuffering as Chriſtians, 
that we ſhould not be a/bamed, but glorify 
thee on this Behalf. And thy Apoſtles, 
who were made as the Filth of the World, 
and the Off-/couring of all Things, rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer 


Shame for the Name of Jeſus. Though I 
paſs through evil Report, as well as Good 
O what a {mall Thing is it to be judged. 


of Man's Judgment? And if thou, my 


God, wilt have me to be low in the Worid, 


yea even a Hiſſing and Proverb of Re- 


proach; let me bear thy [adignation, and 


ſubmit to thy Correction: Not fo much 


concerned 
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concerned for the Diſgrace, as to remove 

the Cauſe; and the more careful and dili- 
gent to pleaſe the Lord, and to ſeek the 
Honour that is of God, 

If Men ſpeak Evil of what they der 
ſtand not, and perverſe Scoffers, walking 
after their own Luſts, oppoſe and deride 

me, contradicting and blaſpheming thy 
Truths, O let not thy holy Religion ever 
ful in my Thoughts, for any "of their 
hard Speeches, or coarſe Uſage: But look- 
ing unto Jeſs, the Son of Righteouſneſs, 
that once lay under the Clouds, the Lord 
of Glory, who bore ſuch Reproach and In- 
famy, who heard ill from the World, though - 
he never did Evil in his Life; and was dif- 
| ps and rejected of Men, though he de- 
ſerved ſo d better than ever any did 
from em; let me little regard what Names 
they call any of his Houſpold, who can call 
his Maſter of the Houſe as bad. But may 
I ſtill follow my bleed Saviour, in Meck- 
neſs and Patience; having my Eyes and De- 
pendance upon the great Author and Finiſber 
of our Faith: Who, firſt deſpi/ing, and 
then ſurmounting the Shame, are now fet 
down at the right Har.d of the Majeſty on 
High: And from thence ſhall come in 
greateſt Glory to judge the World: Whoſe 


Name be ever Bleed, World without End. 
Amen. 


. ws 5 A Prayer 


(2125) +31 


A Prayer for our Enemies. 


; I.orD of Love, the Prince of Peace: 

1 Thou haſt told us, that thou cameſt 
to ſend a Sword and Fire upon Earth; and 
that it muſt needs be, that Offences come. 


Even the beſt of Men, in paſſing through 


this 7umultyous World, are often Joſtled, 


and Evil-intreated. And if it be the Lot 


of thy own holy Followers to have Hatred 


and Tribulation in the World; O what am 
I, vile Sinner, that I ſhould look to be ex- 
empted from this common Portion ? Such as 


I have made my. Enemies, by my Folly 
and Miſcarriages, Lord, incline and enable 


me to appeaſe and gain them: And ſo direct 
my Ways to pleaſe thee, that thou may'ſt 


make them to be at Peace with me. And 
ſuch as are my Enemies wrong fully, Lord, 


lay not this Sin to their Charge: But for- 
give them; and open their Eyes, and pa- 
cify their Minds, and turn their Hearts: 
That they may ſee their Error, and firit 
be reconciled unto God, and then live with 


their Brethren in Unity and godly Love: 


And that (at laſt) I may meet them in the 
Arms of Jeſus Chriſt. And thoſe that will 
not ceaſe from hating, Lord prevent them 
from hurting me. Or though they do me 
Hurt, let me endeavour to do them Good ; 
and not hate, but love my Enemies; for 


thy 


Under Croſſes. 213 
thy Sake, who haſt commanded us to love 
them: And who didſt expreſs the higheſt 
Love to us, in dying for us, even when we 
were thy Enemies. Let me conſider them 
as thy Red, and the Staff of thy Indigna- 
tion, 1n all that I ſuffer from them : That 
inſtead of ſtriving to avenge myſelf, I may 
ſubmit to thy Hand. 

O god Lord! Mortify in all of us the 
carnal Mind, that is at Exmity againſt God, 
and thoſe Luſts that war in our Members, 
from whence come Wars and Fightings a- 
mongſt us. Turn all our Eumity againſt 
the common Enemies of our Souls. And 
join all our Hearts to thee, in thy true Fear 
and Love. That we may not meditate Re- 
denge, but ſtudy to be Quiet; nor foment 
and purſue our Quarrels, but follow after 
the Things that make for Peace: And with 
one Mind, and with one Mouth, glorify our 

Cod, through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


A Projer under Crofles and Diſappoint- 


ments in our Affairs. 


My Lord ! I live by thee, and do | 
continually depend upon thee, for 


Lite and Breath and all Things. Thy Pro- 
vidence has appointed my Station, and diſ- 
poſes whatever concerns me in the World. 


If not ſo much as a Sparrow falls on the N 


Ground without thee ; and the very Hairs 
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of our Head are all numbered: Thou canſt 
not be unconcerned in the Changes and Ac- 
cidents that befall thy Servants : But thou 
haſt a Hand in all our Afazrrs: And what- 
ever Inſtruments and Occaſions have been in 


the Way, it is thy Pleaſure, that ſo it 


| ſhould'be with me, as it is. Reſtrain me 


therefore, O Lord, from fretting myſelf, to 


do Evil. And help me to take up my 
Cr ofs, and follow my meek and lowly Savi- 


our, in Self-denial, and quiet Submiſſion to 


the Will of my heavenly Father. 


O who am I, ſinful Wretch, who have 


ſo much diſpleaſed Thee, that I ſhould ne- 


ver be croſs'd, nor have any Thing to 
trouble me? Thy Will be done, O Lord, 
how much ſoever it goes againſt Ne and 


Blood. And let me ever deſign thy Glory, and 


endeavour to conform to thy Pleaſure: 
Whether it make for, or againſt me, in any 


Reſpects of this Life. O that J may learn 
Obedience, by the Things which I ſuffer! 
That I may not be worſe, but better in my 
ſpiritual Concerns : for theſe Rubbs and 
Diſappointments in Matters of the World. 
And O that the adverſe Things which inter- 


rupt and trouble me, in my Deſigns and Eu- 


zerprizes here, may turn all to the Glory of 
thy Name, and to the Furtherance of my 
comfortable Accounts in the Hourof Death, 


and in the great oy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. 


4 Prayer 


A Prayer under Lofles and Damage in 


our Goods and Eſtate. 
Leſſed Lord! Thou art the great Pro- 


tor and Owner of whatever we have 
to enjoy. The World is thine, and the Ful- 


neſs thereof. Thou giveſt, and thou takeſt 
away: Bleſſed be thy Name in all. Thou 
haft made me to abound with many Things, 


which others are deſtitute of: And if thou 
alſo makeſt me Mant what others\Abound 


with, yet teach me, my God, how to be 
Abaſed, and to ſuffer Need, as well as how 
to Abound: And in whatſoever EſtateI am, 


therewith to be content. Seeing all theſe 


Things come alike to all; and no one 
knows Leve or Hatred, by what is here be- 
tore him. And as it will profit a Man no- 


thing to gain the whole World, and loſe his 


Soul: So all the Loſſes in the World can- 


not #nace-him, whoſe Soul is ſafe in thy 
Hands : Olet me not grieve, therefore, as 


it I were Undone, for what I have Loſt : 
But cheartully commit myſelf to thee, to 


chuſe my Inheritance for me: And be leaſt 


of all concern'd for my worldly Portion: So 
that I may but ſee the Joy of thy Salvation. 


And the Lord repair to me theſe Damages, 
an infinitely better Way, out of thy own 


Fulneſs, with the more precious Things that 
| accom- 
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accompany Salvation. That I may imi- 


tate thy holy Servants of old, who took 


Joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, as 
knowing that they had in Heaven, à better, 


and an enduring Subſtance. O make me 


now the more Sollicitous and Induſtrious, to 


lay up my Treaſure in Heaven: When 1 
fee how little any thing is to be confided 


in here on Earth. O let me look leſs up- 
on theſe temporal Things that are ſeen; and 
be moſt of all concern'd, that I loſe not the 
bleſſed Things eternal: But provide ſo well 
for my Soul, and be ſo rich towards God; 

that when all here ſhall fail me, thou may'ft 


never fail me: But be the Strength of my 


Heart, and my Portion for evermore. 
Amen. 


A Prayer „ Confinement and Loh 


of Liberty. 


Indulgence long enjoyed my #reedom in the 


World; z and been permitted to go in and 


out, whether I would, at my Pleaſure. But 
now that I am under Reſtraint, and con- 
fined to this Place, O how mach; ſorer At- 
fiction ough I with Patience to endure, for 
turning my Libertyinto Licentiouſneſs, and 
fying out (as I have done) into wild Ex- 

ceſſes 


Lorxp my Gop, infinitely Kind and 
Good! I have through thy gracious 


No bn egs an mg Il . 
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and weary myſelf in the Ways of Wicked 


nes? This Canſinament I acknowledge to be 
but the .ea/y Correction of my Extraua- 


gance; who deſerve to be ſhut up in the 
eternal Priſan, from whence there is no 


Redemption. But for thy dear Son, my 
bleſſed Saviour s Sake, I beg, Lord, that 


this Reſtraint may be, not in Judgment, 


but in Mercy to me: That it may bring 
me to the Conſideration and Repentance 
of all thoſe vicious Liberties which I have 


taken, to live after my own fooliſh and 


and hurtful Luſts: And that it may re- 
move me out of the Way of ſuch Tempta- 


tions, and Opportunities of ſinning againft 
thee; and engage me more cloſely and 
dutitully to attend upon thee ; that in thy 
Service I may find a better Freedom, than 
the Freedom which I have loſt; having 
free Acceſs into thy Preſence, and Bold- 
nels at the Throne of Grace, and Deli- 


verance from the Bondage of my Sins, and 
Power to tread down the Enemies of my 
Soul, and to bring them under, that have 


reigned over me. 


O that I may now be crucified to the 
World, as well as ſeguęſtred from it; that 


I may not be turned off with Regret, and a 


heavy Heart; but may leave it in Aﬀec- 
ion, as I am now ſhut out from its Con- 
wverſatian : That I may in Heart and Mind 


L | aſcend 
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ceſſes and Diſorders : To wander from hee, 


- 
n 


” n 
8 — ne FFP ˙1— ee en head 


* 2 
— — — — - - =P 
= * 6 * 5 
* — —— — — — a _ p , 
C2 * * * 1 
; 4 1 — 2 — e. 
Ou” ah . N * 1 e — Ar. 7. " * 
8 5 2 Þ 
2 - + 1 * 
> 8 . 3 © ee” en 5 . - 
yy Is 1 * _ ha * So * 


; 
„ p : < "EI ” 4 
- | E ²˙ : 
* — — — — — 


218 A Prayer wander," &c. 
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aſcend and dwell above, and have m my 


Convetſatian i in Heaven, and ſuch Fellow- 


ſnip wich thee my God and Savicur, which 


I may infinitely prefer above all the So- 
ciety and Enjoyments of the World. If 
the Son of Cd ſhall make me Free, 1 


ſhall be Free indecd. O bring my Soul 
out of Priſon, the horrible Pit of my 
Sins and Fears; that I may not there be 
kept in Durance, to the Judgment of the 
great Day. And I will then praiſe thy 


Name, let my Body be ſhut up in never 
ſo narrow a Compaſs. O ſet my Feet in 


ſuch a large Room, my Aflections at Li- 


Verty, to enjoy thy infinite ſelfſ, and to ex- 


_ patiate in thy heavenly Kingdom, that is 


Boundleſs and Everlaſting; and make me 


a Hellou- Citizen with the Saints, and of the 


Heuſhold of Cod: And then, though I lie 
in a Jail, and in a Grave, yet I ſhall be a 
Priſoner of Hope; looking tor that bleſſed 
Hope, to be delivered from the Bondage 


of Corruption, into the glorious. Liberties 


of the Children of God. Even for his Sake, 


who (for our's) was apprebended and con- 
fined, and put to Death, and laid in the 


Grave, and now liveth and reigneth with 


thy Eternal Self, and Holy Ghoſt, over 
al, God blelſed for « evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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4 Projer under fad Accidents. and {Ds 


* Jafters falling s on the Body. 7 


0 Lonp, Moſt Hig uche all pelt 
God Thou Halt taught us, that 


Afffiction riſes not dut of che Dit, nor 
comes by Chance, without thy Appoint- 


ment; but is the Meſſenger diſpatched-on 
thy Errands, who haſt an over-ruling Hand 
in all*rheſe Diſaſters that befalÞus; whit- 
ever elſe be the Occaſſon of our Hurts. And 


ſtill thou haſt good Reaſon to do as thou 


doſt, tho” the Reaſon may be hid from us. 
I know, O Lord, that thy Judgments are 
„ight, and that thou in Faithfulneſs haſt 


— — me. O why ſhould a living Man 


blain, a Man for the Puniſhment of his 


s Great God I humbly ſubmit to thy 


Nd and will bear the Effects of thy 


9 Jeaſure, which T have pulled down up- 
OH VR. O'my Tord, give me Patience 


and Strength, and Grace, proportionable to 
_ this (great Trial; and inable me ſo to de- 
mean myſelf under it, that after the Afflicti- 
on I may find Cauſe to ſay, it was god for 
me lo be uicted. Thou that haſt torn and 


ſmitten, thou alone art able to heal, and bind 


up my Breaches: O vilt thou remember me 
in my /ow Eftate, out of that Mercy of 
thine, which endures for ever. And help 
me to find out the cui ſed Things that have 
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provoked thee, ſo to ſtretch out thy Hand 
upon me. O that I may ſearch and try 
my Ways, and turn to the Lord, and 
bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. 
And for his Sake who was Weunarg, for 
our: Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our 
Iniquities, Lord forgive and bea! my Soul 
that has ſinned againſt thee: And, in good 
Time, repair the motos made upon my 
Body too, if it ſeem good in thy Sight: ; 
And, make me to hear Joy and Glagueſs, 4 
that the Bones which thou haſt. broken may _ 
rejoice. 8 9 
If thou wilt, Ln thou canſt ke me ; 
abate. O may it be thy gracious Pleaſure, | 
to work ſo wonder fully tor me: And glorify : 
thy Power and Mercy in my Help and 
Recovery : Or however thou ſhalt. diſpoſe 
of this ve Body, grant me, 0 my Goa, 
an humble Re/ignation to thy Will, and | 
Satisfaftion with thy Dealings: And make : 
this tad Difpenſation, whichis ſo grievous 
tor the Time, gracious in the 1 0 jp 
make it the Meſſenger, of thy Loveto my 2 
Soul; andthe Means of converting and ſanc- 
tifying it, and preparing it for the Lord; 
and fitting it to receive all the ſaving 
Mercies A Cod in Jeſus l. Aer * 


A Prayer 
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Prayer far a Blind Man. 
FN Lox» our Cod, thou art Light, and in 


thee is no Darknejs at all. Thou haſt 


created the Light and the Sun: And giveſt 


both the Power of Seeing, and Objecls to 
be ſeen. It is a pleaſant thing to behold + 
the Light': But of that ſweet Bengt thou 
haſt thought fit to deprive thy Servant. 
O bleſſed be thy Name, even tating away, 
as well as giving. For thou art wiſe, and 


juſt, and good im all. Every Thing: that 


happens to: us is of thy Appointment, Lord. 
of all; who haſt made us, and may'ſt do. 


what thou wilt with thy Oꝛum. Vet there is 
no Unrigbteouſneſt with God: But whatever. 


thou: doſt, is meet and right to be done; 
though many of thy providentiab Ways are 
here in the Dart to all; as now all thy 


vifible Works are Darkneſs to thy Servant. 
Yea, Lord, thou art graeious in all that 
thou bringeſt upon us: And canſt bring 
the greateſt Good, even out! of the worſt 
Evil that befals us. And thyſelf art infi- 
nitely better to all thy Servants, than their 
Eyes, and all Things that ever Eyes beheld. 
Thy Servant here defires with Meek- 
neſs and Patience, to ſubmit to thy heavy 
Stroke: And confeſſes, that thou art juſt, 
M quenching that Light ok his Eyes, which 
he did not uſe as r G10. 


3 But 
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But wilt thou, O gracious Lord, in Judg- 
ment, remember Mercy: And bleſs to him 
this thy afflicting Hand upon him; that it 
may promote his Repentanteiand Peace With 
Cod; and may cut off all the Occaſions of 
worſe flumbling and falling, than any where- 
to his preſent Darkneſs may expoſe him. 
That ſo many Temptations which enter in 
at the Hes, being taken away, he (freed 
from thoſe Interruptions and Diſtractions) 
may better attend on the Lord; and be 


more intent upon the Concerns of his Soul; 


and more curious and exact, in looking 
inward to the Things between Cod and bis 
Heart; and in preſſing after a better Light 
than that which thou haſt taken from him. 
Lord, as thou haſt ſhewed thy Soopreignty | 
and Juſtice, in taking away his. Sigbt 3 0 
let thy Work of Power(be made mavifeſt, 
both in winiſtring Comforts to him; and 
enabling him contentedly and chearfully 
to bear up under the Los ; and alſo mak- 
ing it up.to him, ſo much a better: Way: 
That he may be a Gainer by it, in his ſpi- 
ritual Affairs, ahd what pertains to his 
everluſting Bliſß. O good God! bring him 
out of pr ſinful Darkneſs into thy marvel- 
lous Light: That he may be Light in the 
Lord, though ears th Light of this 
Vorl. 
O chou Fatherof 148 me 1 Polighten the 
Eyes of his Underfandng that he may 3 
What 
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what is the Hope of thy Calling, and what 
the Riches of the Glory of thy Inheritance 
in the Saints; and what the mighty Power. 


of thy Spirit, which works in them that 


do believe. Now that he cannot behold the 
temporal Things, O that he may be more 
earneſt in looking after the unſeen Things 


which are eternal: In looking to Jeſus, and 
minding the Things of his Peace, and ſtu- 


dying the Myſteries of Salvation, and the 


Wonders of thy Love, and the Glories of 


thy Kingdom. O thou Giver of all Grace 
Give him the Eye of Faitb, and ſpiritual 


Diſcerning, to ſee him that is inviſible; 
whom no mortal Eye hath ſeen, or can ce. 


Gracious Lord, diſcover thyſelf ſtill more 
and more to him, and reveal thy Sen in 
him. And teach and guide him; and en- 
tertain him with Thoughts and Conſidera- 
tions pertinent to his Condition. And let 
thy good Spirit, as a Counſellor and Com- 
forter, ſtill abide in him; and bring to his 
Mind, and work upon his Heart, all Things 
that ſhall make for his Ediſication and En- 
couragement in thy holy Ways. Have 
Compaſſion upon him, O Lord, and be 


gracious and kind to him; and do all that 


thou knoweſt needful and good for him. 


And lead him, and help him on continu- 


ally; till in thy Light he ſhall ſee Light - 
And have his Eyes opened at the laſt, to 


Hee the Splendor of thy Kingdom, and all 
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the Joy of thy Salvation; yea ta fee thy 
glorious Face, to fee thee as thou' art, and 


to know as he is known, in that heavenly 
Preſence of thine, where is Fulreſs of Joy; 
there to be ever with the Lord; and to en- 
joy thy Sight and Love, and bleſſed Self, 
World ' without End. Aen. EY 


A Prayer andy grievous Pains. | 


doſt not afffict wilkngly, nor grieve 

the Children of Men: But when the Nece/- 
#ty of our Cafe calls for ſharp-Applications, 
thou chaſtiſeſt us for our Prgit, that we 
may be Partakers of thy Holineſs. Bleſſed 
is the Man whom thou chafteneſt, O Lord, 


and teacheſt him out of thy Law! O that 


it may be in fuch Mercy to the Soul of thy 
Servant that thy Hand is fo hard upon 


him at preſent. Now that thou haſt caſt 


him into the Furnace, O that it may be a 

Means to purge out his Droſs, and to fit 
him for thy acceptable Uſe and Ser bite. 
O that he may learn ſuch Things in the 


bool of Affliction, as may ſtand him in 


itead, and do hitfi Good for ever. 
But thou, O God of Conſolation, who 


knoweſt our Frame, and how little it is that 


we can endure, though it be ſo much that 
we deſerve; be pleaſed to remember him in 
| Mercy: And make his Sufferings leſs; Se 

ty 


\ Loew, thou art a merciful Cod, and 
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thy Grace in him, and his Patience and ſpi- 
ritual Strength greater than all his. Suffer - 
ings. O take the Load off him, or lighten 
it to him; or. enable him to Bear what thou 
art pleaſed to lay upon him. Lerd, all his 
Deſire is before thee, and his Groaning is 
not hid from thee. O regard his Affliction 
when thou heareſt his Cry : And enter not 
into Judgment with. him, according to,the 
: Deſert of his Sins: But according to thy 
| Mercy remember thou him,, for thy Good- 
| neſs Sake in Jeſus Chriſt. O gracious Fa- 
1 ther, ſan#ify to him what thou haſt laid 
upon him: That the preſent ſore Evil may 
have a comfortable Iſſue, and work for his 
ſpiritual and eternal Good. And the Lord 
ſupport and: bear him. up under it: And 
bring him fate and heppily out of it, to the 
rejoicing of thy Servant, and to the Glory of 
thy Name. And however thou ſhalt deal 
with him, O good Lord, ſuppreſs all his 
Repinings at thy Dealings, that he may not 
ſo ſin, as to charge God fooliſhly; who 
never doſt the Thing but what is. moſt righ- 
teous, and fit to be done; yea, nothing but 
what thy Servants ſhall once have Cauſe 
to bleſs and praiſe thee. for doing. But 
teach and help him, to glorify God in the 
Time of his. Viſitation , by his humble Sf 
n to thy Will, his patient ebiding of 
thy Hand; and his faithful Reformation un- 
der it: That thou may'ſt return with the 
1 ee 
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226 Under dangerous Sickneſs. 
Viſitations of thy Love, and reſtore Eaſe | 
and Comforts to him ; and ſhew him the 


Foy of thy Salvation; for thy own bs 
Sake in Jeſus Chrift. Amen. 


A Prayer under dangerous. Sickneſs. „ 


() LotipGop Almighey, and ever -Bleſ- 
fed! In whom we all ever Live, and 
Move, and Are. We acknowledge it to be 
of thy Mercies we are not Conſumed, be- 
cauſe thy Compaſſions fail not. If thou 
badſt, long before this Time, cut us off in 
our Sins, and ſhut us up under final De/pair 
of thy Mercy; yet righteous hadſt thou 
been, O Lord; and how juſtly might'ſt 
thou now refuſe to hear us, calling upon 
thee in our Prayers: As we ſo often have 
refuſed to hear thee, calling upon us by the 
Motions of thy Holy Spirit: But thou art 
God, and not Man; and thy Thoughts 
are not as our Thoughts, nor thy Ways 
as our Ways: But as the Heavens are 
higher chan the Earth, ſo are thy Thoughts 
and thy Ways above ours. Thou art our 
Refuge and Strength, and preſent Help 
in Time of Need and Trouble, in which 
Times thou haſt commanded: us to c 
upon thee, and haſt promiſed to hear us, 
and to give us Cauſe to praiſe and glorify 
thee bt «4 Goodnels and Mercy to us. 7 
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And now we come to thee, O Lord our 
Cod, in behalf of this thy Servant, that 
lies here in a low and diſtreſſed State under 
thy chaſtiſing Hand, Look down, ve be- 
ſeech thee, mercifully upon him : And be 
thou gracious and favourable to him; ac- 
cording to the Neceſſity of his Caſe, and 
according to the Multitude of thy tender 
Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt : In as great Danger 
as he is, yet, if thou wilt, O Lord, thou 
canſt ſet him up, and make him whole : If 
thou but ſpeak the Word, the Ting will 
be done. And, in Submiſſion to thy moſt. 
wiſe and good Diſpoſal of all Things, we 
would beg this Mercy at thy Hands; that 
thou wouldeſt be pleaſed to rebuke his 
Diſtemper, to remove thy Stroke, and cauſe 
the bitter Cup which thou haſt given him, 
to paſs away from him; and make him a 
Way to eſcape out of the Affliction that is 
upon him :: And to this End, that thou. 
wouldeſt direct to the Means proper for his 
Ilelp; and command a Bleſſing upon them, 
to promote his Recovery. Spare him, good 
Lord, and reſtore him (it it be thy Will) 
that he may have a longer Time to work 
out his Salvation; and be, more 2% in 
his Place, and do more Cood in h's Genera- 
tion. Or however thou ſhalt be pleaſed to, 
deal with him, as to the Concerns of his 
Bedy (which we pray may be in a Way of 
Saen and Rader MENT ), Yet, Lord, 
| 6 let 
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let his Soul be ever precious in thy Sight. 
And may this Sickneſs of his Body be tor 
the Health of that immortal better Part, 
to promote his Salvation everlaſting. 

O give him a right Diſcerning of the 


Things belonging to his Peace, before they 


be hid from his Eyes. Shew him what he 
has to do, and enable him for the doing of 


it, that he may have the ſound Peace with 


God, through Jeſus Chriſt. Give him the 
true Repentance towards God, and the right 
Faith in the only Saviour of the World. 

Waſh and cleanſe his Soul with the Blood 


6f thy Son, and the Graces of thy Spirit; 


that it may be delivered from all Defilements 
it has contracted in this preſent evil World; 
and be found ſafe and happy in the Hour 
of Death, and in the great Day of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, Fit him, O Lord, for living 
or dying; or whatever in thy wiſe and righ- 
teous Providence thou haft deſigned for 
him; that it may be unto him, Chriſt to 
live, and Gain to die: That, in all, he may 
find Cauſe to glorify thy Name : Still ex- 
periencing thy gracious Goodneſs to him in 
the Son of thy Love. If thou ſhalt pleaſe 
yet to releaſe him from his Bed of Lan- 


. gviſhing to live longer upon Earth, O that 
he may live to ee in thy Fear, and ta thy 
Praiſe: And do thee better Service, and 


bring thee'greater Glory: Or if thou haſt 


determined that his Sickneſs cently 
5 5 
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Sickneſs unto Death, and this Viſitation 
his /aft Viſitation, prepare him, O merciful 


God, by thy Grace, for thy bleſſed Self : 


And grant him a fate and comfortable 
Paſſage, out of this wretched Life, to an 
infinitely Better, through the Merits and 


Mediation of thy beloved Son, our my 


Saviour Jeſus Chrift. Amen. 


A Prayer under ling ring Stekne 


Good Ged, thou haſt long kept thy 
Servant under thy chaſtening Hand: 


Thou haſt made him acquainted with Grief, 


and his Sickneſs is become even his old 


familiar Companion. Yet, O bleſſed Lora, 


grant that he may not think it long to wait 
thy Leiſure, who art pleaſed to wait ſo long 
for the Return of a Sinner: And who art 
very pitiful, and of tender Mercy; having 


. kind Intentions, even in thy butter Difpen- 
ſations: Yea, chaſteneſt whom thou vet, 
and ſcourgeſt every Son whom thou re- 


ceiveſt. Teach him, O gracious Father, 


to ſee Love in thy Rod, as well as Fuſtice 


in all thy Dealings: That he may humble 


himſelf under thy mighty Hand, and alſo 
think it good for him to be Afflicted; and 


patiently wait for the Lord, in hope of Coal 


out of this Evil; and at laſt a happy Con- 


cluſion of the long Vifitation. Bleſſed be wn 


| Na any O Father of Mercies, that thou 


not 


230 Under ling ring Sicknefs. 
not pour out al thy Wrath: But in Juag- 
ment remembereſt Mercy, to make the Af- 
fliction ſupportable: Giving ſome Eaſe 
and Relaxation from torturing Pains; and 
mingling many ſweet [ngreatents with this 
bitter Cup. O make him fo ſenſible of 
thy Kindneſs and Love, that he may be 
not only contented; but thankful under "thy 
Hand. | 
Yet; that bis Faith may not fail, nor his 
8 be <wearied out, return, O Lord of 
Love at the laſt, and give thy Servant a 
Diſcharge from this Warfare; and ſay to 
the Affliction, It is enough. Make him glad; 
according to the Time wherein thou haſt 
afflicted him, and wherein he has ſeen ſo 
much Adverſity. And till thou haſt been 
pleaſed to remember him in ſuch Mercy, O 
grant that he may neither deſpiſe thy Cha- 
ſtening, nor faint under thy Rebukes : But 
take all as he ought; and employ the Time 
which thou lendeſt, and improve the Afflic- 
tion which thou continueſt, as a gracious 
Opportunity for his Soul's Advantage; that, 
under the Decays of the outen Man, the 
innen may be renewed Day by Day! And 
all that. is wanting in his piritual Concerns 
may be filled up; and whatever pertains 
to his everlaſting Salvation promoted and 
per ſected; through the Riches of thy Grace, 
and the Myltitade of thy Mercies in Telus 
Chrigiac! Amen. 14 l i Ce 
1006 A Projer 
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Light-headed. 


Thou great Maker and 3 of 
Men, who knoweſt our Frame and 
our, Frailiy; „ how. ſoon. our Senſes may fail 
us, and our Underſtanding depart from us: 
To what Accidents, Diſtempers, and De- 
cays our weak Nature is liable: Even ſuch 
as may make the moſt acute and judicious 
Man quickly become as a Child or Idiot; 
and turn all our Wiſdom and Ingennity into 
Folly or Frenzy. We are every. one of us 
in thy Hands, O Lars: to be uſed as thou 
wilt: To have our Speech and Senſe, yea, 
our very Breath and Life taken away, when 
thou pꝑleaſeſt. Thou art righteous in all 
that comes upon us; andwho ſhall ſay unto 
thee, what doſt thou? Let, even in Cha; 
ſtiſing and Correcting, thou keepeſt a Mea: 
fares: and doſt not forget thy Mercy and 
npaſſion; nor: driveſt us away from the 
_ of Grace, but biddeſt us call upon 
thee in our Troubles, and art {till atteniive 
to the Prayers of thy Servants; yea, waiteſt 
to;be gracious, and wilt not let them {eek 
thy Face in vain. Hear us, O Falber o 
Mercigs,, we beſeech thee: And let thy 
Mercy now be, ſhewed to thy poor weak 
diſtempered. Servaut, according to the Ei- 
Seuce of his Caſe, in Time, of: his Meed. 
2/100; 1 319 | 3 Thou, 
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232 Por the Ligbi- beaded. 
Thou, O God, All- ſufficient, who createſt 
Faculties, canſt as eaſily reftore them, and 
give Light and Underſtanding even to the 
Simple; and ſcatter all the Clouds, and ſup- 
ply and rectify every Thing that is defective 
and amiſs. O that thou would'it be pleaſed 
to ſhew thyſelf fo graciouſly and poterfully 

in the preſent Cate! And repair the Breaches 
made upon thy Servant; and give him 
_ Senſe and Apprehenfion ſufficient to diſcern 
the State of bi his Soul, and fee the Tring 
of ms Peare, 

Thou, Lord Almighty, who didſt com- 

| nnd the Ligbt to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
and often bringeſt Order and Beauty even 


out of Confuſion and Deformity, canſt ligh- 


ten the darkeft Mind, inform the weakeſt 
Head, and regulate the wildeſt Imaginotion: 
Yea, thou canſt ſpeak immediately to the 

Heart, and meline and fecure it to thyſelf : 
And canſt convey Inſtruction, and all ſair- 
able Relief, where the Doors are fout 'up. 
againſt us. O God of all Power and Love, 
vuilt thou ſpeak to the Soul of thy Servant, 
ſo that it may obſerve thy Voice; and ſeize 
that precious Jewel for thy own; that it 
may be /afe in thy Hands. Tora, direct 
and quicken, help and affiſt him where we 

cannot: And do the great Work of Grate, 
worthy of the Wonder-working God, to 
effect Salvation for him by thy © Own Self ; Y 
in = Failure of duda Means and Ap- 
| plications, 


* | 
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plications. O have Pity upon his Infirmi- 
ties; and be merciful to his Miſtakes and 
Failings, his Rovings and Follies. Give 
him, gracious God, a broken, penitent Heart, 
and a believing, willing Mind: And then 
accept him in thy beloved Son, according 
to What he hath : And; of thy rich Grace, 
make him an Entrance into thy everlaſting 
Kingdom, where all the Shadows being 
vaniſhed and gone, he may ſee Light in 
thy Light: And joyfully give thee Praiſe | 
and Glory to all Eternity. Be graeious, O 
Lord, and indulxent to him: And do 

al that thou kttoweſk to be needfül and 
gobd for him, through the Mediation and 
fer the Merits of him, who took Part of 
our Fleſh and Blood that he might be touch 
ell With the feeling of our Infirmities. And 
to! thy Mercy, in that our mereiful and 
faithful Higb- Prieſt, we commit this infrm 
Member of his myſtical Body; beſeeching 
thee, O bleſſed Lord our God, to ſhew-thy+ 
ſelf onto him a compaſſionate and tender 


Father, in the ſame Jeſ Chrift our r only 
ü Saviour. Auen. b 5 


4 Proyer for a e Child. 


O Gen of the Spirits of all Fleſh, he 
only Giver and Preſerver of Life in 

every living Soul: The ſmalleſt, as well as 
the en are thy Work, and thy Care. 


and 


i 
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and neither without the Compaſs of thy Pro- 
vidence, nor below the Notice and Regard 
of our heavenly, Father, who. though fo 
great, above all, yet deſpiſeſt not any : O 
dear Lord, let thy Thoughts be full of Pity 
and tender Mercy to this poor /ick Child, for 
whoſe; Affliction we are now concerned; 
and ſend him chat Relief and Comfort from 
above, which none of us are able to give: 
Either lighten the Load, or increaſe the 
Strength to bear it: And deal gently and 
graciouſly with him, good Lord, beyond 
what we are worthy to aſk at thy Hands, 
even for thy own Goodneſs —5 Mercy 
Sake. Spare him, O Fatber of Mercies, and 
grant him Eaſe, and Releaſe from his Trou- 
bles: Yea, make haſte to deliver him, we 
beſeech thee: And in Submiſſion to thy 
Will, we beg the Recovery of his Health, 
and the Continuance of his Life, to be ſpent 
in thy Fear, and to thy Praiſe, that he may 
continue to. do thee Service, and bring thee 
Glory, in his Days upon Earth, But for- 
aſmuch as Children. chemſelves, who are 
ſhapen in Iniquity, and conceived in Sin, 
and therefore ſubject to Death, which reigns 
even over them, that have not ſinned after 
the Similitude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion; if 
thou art pleaſed, Lord, to take him away ſo 
early, O let it be in Mercy, and prepare him 
then ſo for thyſelf, that it may be to him 
the greateſt Gain to Die: That, he may is 
only 


8 
For a dying Man, &c. 
only be delivered from\the Miſeries and 
Dangers of this World, and that to come; 
but, by the quickeſt Improvement, may 


be perfected in Knowledge-and Grace 3-and 


made-ripe and ready. har” Heaven and eter- 


nal Glory: Through the infinite Satisfac- 
tion and Merits of thy beloved Son, our 
compaſſionate Saviour, who ſo kindly em- 
braced and bleſſed young Children, and ever 


lůrves at thy Right- hand, to 28 for 


Loung and Old; the only prev 3 
vocate for us all. And to thy Mercy in 


dn O moſt gracious God, we commend, 


this afiifed» Child, beſeeching thee to deal 


well by him, and be good and kind to him; 
and out of the Riches of thy Grace, provide 
and do abundantly, as thou knoweſt beſt 
for him, in Life and Death, and. * ever - 


more Amen. a mill 10 1-546 
A Prichen for a ing Man 70 . 
of. Recovery. 
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- The Hope of Tirael, the. Saviow 


thereof 1 in Time of Trouble When 


all our Hope and Help fails, it is not 


in vain to ſeek unto thee for Succour, who. 
canſt bring back from the Mouth of the 
Grave, and quicken the very Dead And 
where thou art not pleaſed any further to 
prolong the temporal Life; yet canſt deliver 
from eternal Death, and bring Safe to the 

5 ble ſſ d 
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236 For a'dying' Man, &c. 
bleſſed Life everlaſting : For the Sake of 
which, no Froubles Or Death ſhould be 


chought too much to be endured; if by any 


means we may attain to the joyful Refur- 
retlion of the Dead, and get 455 to the hea- 
venly Canaan, the Land of the truly Liv- 
ing; where Death itſelf is ſwallowed up 


of Life; and thy Saints are above the Dan- 
ger of djing any more, and live full of Joy 


to everlaſting Ages. We think it too late to 


ie A e Servant, O Led? 


Now that he ſeems, to us, going the Way 


of all Hab, and uſt launching forth into his 
everlaſting Condition; But tho the Time 


of his Departure appears to be at 2 
yet we cannot think it too late t 


Merey for him, as: long as his Life is im 
him. And as we cannot chuſe hut be 
greatly concerned for him, ſo we know not 
how better to expreſs this our Concern for 


him, than in befeeching thee ka Soo 


and gracious to him. 


O Lord our Gad, leave him not, nor for- 


fake him: Bu ſupport and aſſiſt him no 


in his ſoreſt Extremities, in his laſt Agoniesy 


vrhen he is. to conflict with the N of Ten 


xorg: Let him find the moſt ſweet and ſea- 


fonable Aids from the Almighty God of his 


Salvation: And take him not out of this 
Life, till thou haſt fitted him up for a bet- 
ter. O thou ever - living Cod, ſtand by him 


in the dying Hour; and ſecure him in thy 
| Hands, 


Por a dying Mon, * 237 
Hands, from the deadly Enemies of his 


Soul: And finiſh all that is wanting of the 


Work of thy Grace upon his Heart. Freely 


and fully pardon and deliver him from al | 


his Sins: And accompliſh him to appear 


with Comfort, and Rejoicing in thy bleſſed 


Preſence. O make his Departure caſy, and 


full of Peace and Hope. Carry him ſafe 


through the dark Paſſage, upon which he 


is entering, and let him find it the Gate of 


Glory, and a Door opened into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom and Joy of his Lord. In- 
to thy Hands, Lord, we commend his Si- 
rit: O thou Father of Mercies, be merci- 
ful to him, and receive his departing Soul; 


and when he is numbered among the Dead, 


let him alſo be numbered among the Re. 
deemed and Bleſſed of the Lord: For his 
Sake, who (himſelf) died for Sinners, and 


roſe again, and lives, and is alive for ever- 


more, np has the Keys of Death and Hell. 
To thy Mercy, in that bleſſed Saviour of 


che World, O moſt merciful Father, we 


now humbly. recommend him ; beleeching 
thee to be all in all to him, and infinitely 


better than we are worthy or able to aſk 


for him. And let him be Tine in Life 
and Death, and for evermore: Throi ugh 


the all- ſufficient Merits and Mediation. of 
thy dear Son, our moſt. Prevailing Advo- 
cane and Beleser, _ ws Amen. 


* Prayer 
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Death. 


| O [628 he Ever hing and All: af: 


poſing God, in whoſe Hands our 
Breath is, and at whole: Call we muſt all 
be gone out of this World, and our Place 


here will no more be foind ! O what is 
Man, every Man living, even at his beſt 
Eſtate, but altogether Vanity] What Man 


is he that liveth; and ſhall not ſee Death? 


The Great ad the Mean, the Wife and 
the Fooliſh, Good and Bad, all yield uf 
the Ghgft, and go down to the Grave. Thou 
art pleaſed, O my God, to give me the Ad- 
vantage of ſeeing many, my ' Neighbors 


and Acquaintance, taken away*® co their 
long Home before me; and leaveſt” me yet 
ſtanding the living Monument of thy Good- 
neſs ; with theſe Opportunities to appear 
before thee, in that Day of Grace, Which, 

through the Forbearance of my God, is yet 
over me. O what am I better than Alb oy 


Fathers and Brethren, that I ſhould be r 


empted from the common Portion oFall Meh 
living ! When it is appointed to all Men 
once to die: And I am as ſure: of my own 
dying, as if I were already dead. O let me 
not be as the Brutes, that have no Under 
ſtanding, without Mindfutnefs*6f ny Mor- 


8 8 or Conſideration of my latter 8 
ut 


Oni the Death of our Friend. 239 
But in the Deut h of others, let me ſee as 
in a Glaſs, my own frail and uncertain Sate 
in the preſent World: How. fippery is my 
Standing, and how ſoon I muſt follow all 
the vaſt Multitudes that are gone before 
me out of the Land of the N O let 
me make full account of it, and ſo live, 
as one that ſurely expects to die. That 
when my Turn ſhall eome, 1 may not go 
off with a heavy Heart; but depart in Peace, 
and fleep in Feſus: Having my Soul ſafe 
in thy Hands, and my Body reſting i in hope 
of gloriouſly riſing at the laſt Day; through 
him who is the Reſurrection and the Life, 
_ our bleſſed Cariour ane Redeemer Feſas 
Chr Wh Amen. 5 | 


A 4 Prayer 12 8 the! Death of 6 our dear 
Friends. 1 


it} 7 


\REAT God, the Lord of all, 0 
doſt whatſoever thou pleaſeſt in' Hea- 
ven and in Earth; and who may call in 
Queſtion any Thing which thou doſt ? Thou 
giveſt, and takeft away; raiſeſt and daſheſt 
our Hopes; ſendeſt and deſtroyeſt bur 
Comforts : And thou art 25e, Und righ- 
teous, and good in all. *Tis jaſt we ſhould 
be deprived of the E:joyments, which we 
nothing bur "flight and abuſe : Lea, tis 
good for us to have thoſe Things taken 

from ue, which our Abuſe makes hurtful 


to 


— > 
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to us. Bleſſed be thy Name then, even 
when thou takeſt away, as well as when 
thou giveſt. Yet, O Lord, who art juſtly 
diſpleaſed for our Sins, in Mercy turn theſe 
Loſſes to the Advantage of my Spul : And 
ſo repair the Breaches, out of thy own in- 
finite Fulneſs, that I may find. thy own 
bleſſed Self unto me more and better than 
many (even ſuch) Friends and Comforts. 
They were but the Inſtruments and Means 
of Conveyance, thou the eternal Spring 
and Fountain of all Good, art ſtill the 
lame; and amidſt all theſe Changes, never 
changeſt at all: And what thou didſt de- 
rive to me by ſuch Means, thou canſt more 
than make out to me another Way. | 
O myheavenly Father, take my Eyes, and 
Heart, and Hope off ſuch poor dying Com- 
forts, to fix them upon the only ſatisfying 
Good; in the Enjoyment of which con- 
ſiſts all my true Life, and Peace, and Bliſs; 
And let the great Empizneſs, and frequent 
Diſappointments that I find in all the Com- 
forts of Creatures, and all the Enjoyments 
of the World, teach me more Wiſdom than 
to place m Aﬀe&ions and Dependance upon 
them; and help to engage 2 and logſen my 


Heart from them: And raiſe up my De- 
-* fares and Hepes to the gloriqus Permanent 


Olijjects, ſo infinitely to be preferred * 
them. 0 let me be more erugifed 0 
iy 3 the 
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the World, where is nothing but Empti- 


neſs and Fruſtration, Vanity and Vexation 


of Spirit: And may I have my Converſati- 
on more in Heaven: Where is my bleſſed 
Lord, and all his happy Folloters, of whom 


the World was notworthy; and every Thing 
that the Soul of Man can want or coiſb. © 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, eſpecially 


of the Juſt made perfeli, help me ſo to fol- 
low thy Servants, my Friends departed in 
the Lord; that I with them, may attain at 
laſt, to live i in the Sight and Preſence, in 
the T.owe and Praiſes, and in the Fellow- 


| ſhip and Enjoyment of thee my Rs bleſ- 


ſed for ever. Amen. 


A Prayer for Patience, 


My God! Thou knoweſt what an evi 

World we live in; which I help to 
make ſtill worſe by my Sins: And I that 
have done ſo little Good, and ſo much Evil, 
mult not look for all Good, and no Evil at 
the Hands of God. In the World, thou 
haſt told us, we ſhall have Tribulation; and 
O that my Tribulation may work Patience, 


that I may go away contented with the 


Load thou aft t pleaſed tolay upon me : And 
ſtill poſſeſs my Soul in Patience; however 
tried by Corrections from thy Hand, or by 
Vnjuries from the Hands of Men. To blame 
the Inſtrument or complain of thy Provi- 


M „ denq;, 
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dence, under the Preſſures lying upon me, 


will but torment and break myſelf to 
Pieces, and ſtill add to that which I count 


ſo grievous to endure. O let me better pro- 
vide for my own Eaſe as well as Duty, than 
ſo to diſquiet myſelf in vain. And what- 
ever thou doſt with me, O Lord, let me 
be Dumb, and not open my Mouth to re- 
ply or murmur, becauſe it is thy doing. 
Make me to acquieſce and reſt ſatisfied even 


in the Bittereſt Diſpenſations of thy good 


Providence: Contented with ſuch Things as 


T have, and patient in the Want of ſuch 


Comforts as I have not. And when no- 


thing but Trouble and Sorrow is my Por- 


tion, (had I what my Sins deſerve ;) O let 
me not be Querulous and Forward: Foral- 


much as thou dealeſt not with me after my 
Sins, nor rewardeſt me according to my Ini- 
quities, But may I patiently encounter all 


Difficulties and Grievances in my Paſſage 


through this weary troubleſome World : 
— Knowing that the {ame Afflictions are ac- 


compliſhed in my Brethren that are in the 
World. And it is but the common Lot of all 
poor ſinful Mortals here upon Earth. O 
make me Patient to the coming of the Lord; 


enduring all grievous Things with a meek 


and quiet Spirit: Seeing they are happy that 
endure; and ſuch as endure to the End ſhall 


be ſaved: O my Lord, let no Pains or Suf- 
ferings ever drive me from thee : But ra- 


ther 


r 
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ther be a Means to bring me nearer to thee. 
Andlet the Remembrance of the great Day 
of the Lord, and the eternal State of the 
World to come, work in me a Contempt of 
this World, Mortification of my Luſts, and 
patient abiding of the Croſs : Seeing it is of 
ſo little Conſideration, what we do enjoy 
or endure here for a Hort Seaſon : So that 
we be delivered from the Mrath to come, 
and it may go well with us for ever. O let 
me, by patient Continuance in Well-doing, 
ſeek for Glory and Honour and Immorta- 
lity; and count nothing in this World ei- 
ther dear to poſſeſs, or intolerable to ſuffer: 


So that I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, 


and at the lait reft from all my Labours 


and Troubles, with the Redeemed and Bleſ- 
ſed of the Lord: Which I wait and beg for 


at thy good Hands, O my gracious Father, 
for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


4 Prayer for Preparation and Readi- 
| neſs to Die. 


1 RD, what is our Life but a Vapcur, 


that appears for a little Time, and 
then vaniſheth away! Even at the longeſt, 
how ſhort, and at the ſtrongeſt, how frail! 
And when we think ourſelves moſt ſecure. 
yet we know not what a Day may bring 
forth, to turn us out of all: Nor how 
3 M 2 ſoon 
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ſoon thou may'ſt come, before we are a- 
2ware, to call us to our laſt Accounts. Quick- 


ly ſhall we be as Water ſpilt on the Ground, 


that cannot be gathered up again: Quickly 


ſnatched away from hence, and our Place 
| here ſhall know us no more for ever. Our 


Nays, one after another, are ſpent apace : 


And we know not how near to us is our 
{aſt Day; when our Bodies ſhall be laid up 


in the Grave, and our Souls called to ap- 


pear at the Tribunal of God, to receive our 


| tlanding Doom, for Bliſs or Moe eternal. 


Yet, O good God, how have I lived in this 
World, as if I ſhould never leave it! How 
unmindful of my latter End! How impro- 


_ vident of my time! How careleſs of my 


Soul! How negligent in my Preparation for 
my everlaſting Condition ! So that thou 
may'ſt juſtly bring my laſt Hour as a 


Snare upon me, to /urprize me in my Sins, 


and my Unpreparedneſs to appear before 
thee. But, O dear Father of Mercies, re- 


member not my Sinus againſt me; but 
remember thy own tender Mercies, and 
thy Loving-Kindneſſes, which have been 
ever of Old. O remember how fort my 
Time is : And /pare me that I may recover 
my Strength, before I go hence, and be no 


more ſeen. Make melo Wile, as to under- 


ſtand and conſider my latter End: And to 
remember alſo (myſelf) the Shortneſs of 
my Time: And teach me fo to number 

my 


| 


and Readineſs to Die. 24 5 
my Days, that I may apply my Heart to 
the true Wiſdom. Lord, what have I to do 
in this World, but make ready for the 


World to come? O that I may be mmafu! 
ob it, and intent upon it, to finiſh my Wort, 


before l finiſh my Courſe. "1 
In the Days of my Health and Peace and 


Proſperity, O that I may remember, and 


provide for, the Time of Trouble and S1ck- 
neſs and Death; when the World's Enjoy- 
ments will rink away from me, and prove 


utterly unable to ſupport and help me. O 


let me never allow myſelf in any Courſe of 
Living, wherein I would be loath or afraid 


to Die. But let me ſee my Sins die before 
me, that they may never rife up in Judg- 
ment againſt me. And enable me ſo to 
die unto Sin dazly, that I may not die for 

Sineternally. Inſtruèt me, good Lord, and 


aſlſiſt me in my great Work of Preparation 
for a dying Hour : That I may not then be 


dreadtully ſurprized, but meet it with Cou- 

rage and Comfort. O gracious God, ſhew- 
me how to do it: Quicken me into a ſeri- 
ous Concernment about it: And help me 
with good Succeſs to perform it. That I 


may be fitted for Heaven &er I leave this 


Earth; and may have the ſound Peace with 


| God, through Teſus Chriſt; before I de- 


part hence into the State where 1 muſt a- 
bide for ever. O WES Lerd, make me ſo 


2: ' ready 
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ready to meet thee at thy Coming, that thy 


Comfort may be the Matter of my Hepes, 


and Deſires and joyful ExpeFations : That I 
may love the Appearance of Chriſt, who is 
my Life; and long for that bleſſed Time, 
when thou wilt put an everlaſting Period to 
all my Sins and Troubles and Temptations 
here, and exchange my preſent Being in the 
Body, to be ever with the Lord. O my 
Strength, help me ſo to live, as, at the 
Hour of Death, I ſhall with that I had 
lived: And ſo to make ready for Death all 
my Days: That at my laſt Day, I may 
have nothing to do but to die; and chear- 
fully refgn my Spirit into thy gracious 
Hands, O my Father; and find a merciful. 
Admiſſion to thy Favour, and to thy King- 
dom, for the Sake of my only Saviour 
Feſus Chriſt, Amen. EEE 


A Prayer in public Commotions and 
Diſtractions. 


Lmighty Lord, the righteous God ! 
Thy Judgments are inall the Earth : 

And it is no Wonder if this wicked World 
ſhould be alſo a zroubleſome World; where 
Wars and Rumours of Wars are abroad, and 
the Sword is making Havock among the 
Nations. And though we have hitherto 
been kept from ſuch waſting Calamities, as 
have ſwept away Maltitudes of our Brethren ; 
yet 
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yet thou, for our Sins, haſt now broker the 
Kingdom, and made it Tremble: O heal 
the Breaches of it, for it ſhaketh. Wehave 
no Sanctuary to fly to for Refuge, but that 
Mercy of thine, O good God, which we 
have ſo much and ſo often abuſed and de- 
ſpiſed: Nor any Help from Trouble, but 
what we ſeek at thy Hands, who for our 
Sins art juſtly diſpleaſed. O thou that 


waiteſt to be gracious, and whoſe Mercy 


endureth for ever, have Compaſſion on us, 
and ſpare us good Lord; ſpare thy People, 
whom thou haſt redeemed with thy precious 
Blood, and ſtill /enalized with thy wonder- 
ful Mercies: And turn us again, O Lord 
God of Hoſts, cauſe thy Face to ſhine, and 
we ſhall be ſaved. O make us a Way to 
eſcape out of thofe Fears and Dangers, 
wherein our Sins have involved us: That 
Peace may be reſtored, and the Goſpel of 
Peace in much Mercy continued to us and 
our Poſterity, as long as the World en- 
dures, O that we may learn Righteouſneſs 
by thy Judgments! And not dare to go 
on in our Treſpaſſes and Rebellions againſt 
thee ; when thou haſt a Controverſy with 
us, and art making Inquiſition for Blood 
amongſt us | But let us ſo turn to thee, in 
the Way of our Duty, that thou may'ſt 
turn to us in a Way of ſaving Mercy. And 
ſeeing this is not our Reſt, and little but A. 
{arms and: Commotions, and one Deep cal- 
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ling to another, is to be expected in this 
uncertain tumultuous World; O that we 


may have our Eyes farther than the Euds of 
the Earth, and lift them up to the Lord, 


from whom cometh our Help; and ſcek the 
continuing City to come; and lay up our 
Reſt and our Treaſure in that Kingdom 


which cannot be nove. That we may chuſe 
the good Part which ſhall not be taken 
from us, and fee from the Wrath to come, 


and have Peace in our Lord, and Hope in 


our Death: Even the Hope of that eternal 


Life, which is thy Promiſe and Gift, O 


bleſſed God, through Teſs is Amen. 


of Projer in Time of threatoing 
Dangers. 


Reat Ged, Holy and Juſt! I am a- 

F maz'd and terrified ta "think of the 
2 Wages which my Sins have de- 
ſerved. Fearfulneſs and Trembling are 


come upon me, and my Spirit is 6ver- | 


whelmed, and my Heart fails me for Fear: 
So that I know not what to do. But my 
Eyes are upon bee, my great Saviour and 
mighty Deliverer, to give me that Help, 
which from Man *tis vain to expect. And 
at this Time that I am afraid, I will truſt 


in thee; and under the Shadow of thy ings 


make when. Retuge, till theſe Calamities be 


e e 
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over-paſt. O my Lord, take me to thy fa- 
therly Care, and thy Almighty Protection. 


And fave me from the Hands of my Eze- 


mies, and from feeling the Evils which 1 


fear to come upon me. O diſpel the Clouds, 
and turn away the Sorms, and clear up the 


Face of Heaven, fo blacken'd now over dur 
Heads. Thou Lerd, that knaweft how 


to deliver, and never art at a Loſs to effect 


what thou wilt, command Deliverances for 


me, I beſeech thee : and be not far from 


me when Trouble feems ſo igh to me: But 
let me find thy Help at hand, in this Time 
and Cafe of my Need. 

O my God, hi haſt been a Shelter tor 
me, and a ftrong Tower of Defence from 
the Enemy. And though I walk in the 


Midſt of Trouble, thou wilt receive me: 


Thou wilt ſtretch forth thy Hand upon my 


Enemy And thy right Hand ſhall ſave me, 


O my Sapiour, I fly to thee, to Hide me. 
Be thou pleaſed to defend me from them 
that riſe up againſt me. Conſider the 

Trouble that I fuffer of them that hate me: 
And lead me in thy Righteouſneſs, becauſe 
of my Fnemies: make my Way ſtrait be- 
tore my Face. Deliver me, O Lord, from 
the evi and violent Man, and from my 
Perſecutar , that are ſtronger than I. O let 
not any that are my Enemies wrongfully, 
Hoi ce over me. But ſhew me fame Tokens 
tor Good; that they wha hate me, may 
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ſee it, and be aſhamed, becauſe thou, Lord, 

haſt holpen and comforted me. O fortify 
me againſt that Fear of any Men, which 
would terrify me out of my Duty to thee, 
my God. Let me never be ſo awed by 


them, as to make bold with thee, and zre/- 
| paſs upon thee ; to eſcape them, or to in- 
_ gratiate myſelf with them. Thou haſt 


been my Help: Be thou pleaſed to come 
in now to my Succour; and ſhew thyſelf 
Graciouſly and Powerfully on my Behalt. 
Do it, Lord, for the Glory of thy Name, 
for the Merits of thy Soy, and for thy 


own Mercy Sake. That I may fee thy 
Hand, and praiſe thy Power, and admire 
thy Love, and adore thy Grace and Good- 


nefs, while I have my. Being. Amen, 
A Prayer upon the Remembrance of for- 
Ee mier Sins. 


Who can underſtand his Errars f. 
Who can call to mind the innumer- 


able Offences of all his Life? When, ever 


fince we could do any thing, alas! what 
have we done that is free from Sin? But, O 
the heinous Offences, the preſumptuous Sins, 
the great Tranſgreſſions, whereof I have 
been Guilty | Which ſtare me in the Face, 


and recoil upon my Heart, and caſt down 
my Soul within me! Becauſe I have com- 


mitted 


8 ; 
W 
mitted them with ſo much foul aggravat- 
ing Circumſtances; againſt ſuch Light and 
Love, Means and Mercies, Calls and 
Warnings, Convictions and Experiences, 
and all the ſundry and mighty Obligations 
from the Lord, which I have had, I am 
cover'd with Confyfron, O my God, and fild 
with bitter Remorſe, and ghaſtly Fears; as 
often as I look back upon ſuch Blots, and 
Falls, and Scandals of my Life. O if they 
ſhould riſe up in the Judgment againſt me, 
they could not but utterly in and ruin me. 
But, Lord my God, help me foto remember, 
that thou may'ſt forget them: So to charge 
them upon myſelf, that thou may'ſt never 
lay them to my Charge: So to keep them 
before my Eyes, to abaſe and humble my 
Soul; that thou may'ſt hide thy Face from 
my Sins, and blot out all my Iniquities ; eſ- 
_ p=cially thoſe that are ſo confounding and ter- 
rible to my Thoughts. O let me ever walk 
bumbly before thee; ſeeing I have ſo ſhame- 
fully ſinned againſt thee. And though 
thou haſt kept me from my deſerved Shame 
in this World; O let not thy Indulgence em- 
bolden me to repeat, or flight the Wicked} 
neſs: But let this thy Goodneſs, O. my God, 
work in me a more deep and ſerious Repent+- 
ance, E's | 4 
And thou, Lord Almighty, who alone 
canſt bring Good out of Evil, be thou 
pleaſed to make my paſt Falls an Occaſion: 
N e bf 
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of ray ſurer Standing for the Future. O' 
exibitter the Pleaſures of Sin to me, and 
hedge up the Ways of Wickedneſs (as with 
Briors and Thorns) before me; that I may 
loath as much as ever I have loved. the of- 


tenſive Things, and never return again to 


ſuch Felly, O let the Flames wherewith I 
have been ſcorched, 7terrify me from being 


any more ſo concern'd. And let the Senſe 
and Remembrance of all the farmer Ot- 


fences of my Life, quicken and awaken 
me, as into the deeper Repentance for them, 
ſo into the more careful Circumſpection and 
Watchfulneſs againſt tbem: That I may 
not beſo frange to thee, my God, as I have 
been; nor Tre/pe/s upon the, and Rebel 
againſt thee, as I have done: But pals the 
Fime of my ſojourning here in Fear: And 


he more lender and wary, and vigilant, all 


the Days of my Lite. Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer under Fears and Doubts of 
Th Spiritual Condition. 


Lord my God, I hope thou haſt, of 

thy rich Mercy, changed and re- 
newed me in ſome Meaſure ; and wrought 
a good cork upon me, to bring me out © of 
my natural and damnable Condition, into 
the State of Grace and Salvation. But yer 
the carnal Nature is ſo Predominant over 
me, and many Sins ſo lively and ſtrong in 
me, 


= tt 
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me, and ſtill I find the good Things of thy 
Spirit in ſomuch Weakneſsand Imperſection 
upon me: That the Sorrews of my Heart 
are enlarged, and my Soul is difquicted 
within me. Seeing too frequent Cauſe to 
queſtion, whether my Spots are the Spots of 
thy Cl ilaren; 'whither I have known the 


Grace ef Ged in Trath, and whether I da 
not deceive myſelf, in reckoning upon that 


which I neither An, nor Have. 
Mine Eyes are to thee, O God the Lord, 


leave not my Soul deflitute. | From the 


Ends of the Earth will I cry to thee: When 
muy Heart is overwhelmed within me, lead 
me to the Rock that is higher than - IJ. O 


Lord rebuke me not in thy Anger, neither. 
chaſten me in thy fore Diſpleaſure. Forſake 
me not, O my God, be not far from me. 


Make haſte to help me, O Lord, my Sal- 
vation. Attend to my Cry, for I am 


brought very /ow : Hear me ſpeedily, my 


Spirit fails. Save me, O God, forthe Wa- 
ters are come into my Sou I fink in the 
deep Mire, where there is no Standing. 
Bring my Soul out of Priſon, that I may 
praiſe thy Name. e 


O ſhew me the true Fate of my Soul: 
And make me to know the Things that are 
frecly given me of God. And deliver me, 
_ gracious Lord, from all thoſe offenſive Mal- 

ters, that provoke thee to hide thy Face 

trom me; and that wrap up my Soul in 
| Clouds 


2 54 Under Dread of God's Wrath, 
Clouds and Darkneſs, and make me fo 
much a Stranger to Peace and Comfort, O 
grant me a clear Diſcovery of the Evidences 
of my Calling and Election: And ſeal a 
comfortable Aſſurance of thy bleſſed Love 


in Chriſt Feſus to my Soul. O thou that 


did'ſt bid the Winds and Waves, Peace, be 


ill, and they obeyed thee; ſettle my 4i/- 


compoſed Mind, and quiet my raked 
Breaſt: And bring me to ſee the Light of 
thy Countenance, and the Foy of thy Sal- 


vation. O thou that art of Power to eſta- 


bliſh us, be pleaſed to eſtabliſh my Heart 


with Grace; and let me be rooted and ground- 


ed in the Faith, that I may not ſtagger 


through Unbe/zef: But hold the Beginning of 


my Confidence ſtedfaſt to the End. Rejoice 


the Soul of thy Servant: for unto thee, O 


Lord, do I lift up my Soul. And let the 
Joy of the Lord be my Strength, to make 
me Victorious over my Sins, and always to 


Abound in thy Work: Never pleas'd fo. 


much with any Thing, as to do the Things 


pleaſing to my God, through Jeſus Chrijt, 


Amen. 


A Prayer under the Dread of God's 


Wrath, and everlaſting Damnation. 


"FN the great and dreadful God, 
againſt whom I have greatly Sinned, 


and who for my Sins art Jultly diſpleaſed : 
When 


and everlaſiing Damnation. 25 5 
When I conſider the Holineſs of thy Laws, 
and the Stridineſs of thy Juſtice; and when 

1 reflect upon the heinous and innumerable 
Sins of my Heart and Lite ; my Fleſh 
trembles for Fear of thee, and I am afraid 
of thy Judgments, O who may ſtand in 
thy Sight, when once thou art Angry! 

' Who can bear up. for ever, under all the 
Vials of thy Wrath to the uttermoſt pour'd 
out ! When thy Mercy ſhall be clean gone, 
2nd thou ſhalt caſt off, and ſhew Favour 1 
no more! Yet even that Damnation would | 
be my woeful Portion, which I could no- | 

more Avoid than Abide; ſhould'ſt thou, O | 
Lord, enter into Judgment with me, and 
proceed as thou mighteſt againſt me, I 
could then hope for no better, but to be 
depriv'd of all the Comforts of this Life, 
and to be deliver'd into the bitter Pains of 

eternal Death. But though the Wages of 

my Sins be that Death, yet the Gift of God 
; is eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
1 Lord. O for his dear Sake, who has 
/atisfy'd thy Juſtice, and appeaſed thy Wrath 
for all our Offences, even thy Son, who 
was deliver'd up by the Hands of Sinners, 
that he might deliver us from the H/rath. 
| to come, and ſuffer'd and died once, that 

we might not ſuffer and dye for ever ; OGod 
the Father of Heaven, have Mercy upon 
me a miſerable Sinner: And from thy 

Wrath, and from Everlaſting Damnation, 


good 
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good Lord deliver me. And help me, in 
the Fear of thee, my Ged, to flee from 
the Wrath to come; and to Tid my Hands 
and my Heart of every cusſed Thing, that 
provokes the Lord to kill and caſt Sinners 
into Hell. | 

O thou bleſſed Save of the World, 
fave me from my Sins, and from all their 
diſmal Effects: And reconcile me to God; 
and make my Peace, through the Blood 
of thy Croſs. Thou tookeſt upon thee our 
mortal Nature, that thou mighteſt, throug 
Death, deſtroy him who had the Power of 
Death; and deliver them who through Fear 


of Death, were all their Life-time ſubjectto 


Bondage. Have Compaſſion, Lord, I be- 
ſeech thee, on my Iafirmities; and ſuffer 


me not to fall a Prey to my own Fears. 


But be Surety for thy Servant: To ùnder- 
take for all my heavy Scores,, wherein 1 
have run myſelf in Arrears to the Juftice 
of Heaven. And give me everlaſting Con- 
ſolation, and good Hope, through Grace. 


And being juſtified by Faith, O let me have 


Peace with God, through our Lora Jeſis 


Cbriſt. Hide not thy Face from me, O 


my Lord, leſt I be like to them that go 
down into the Pit: But revive my Sou! 
with the Senſe of thy Love, and the 77opes 
of thy full Abſolution, and everlaſting Sal- 


vation: That I-may ve thee Thanks from 


the Greund of the Heart; and fhew with 
2 Gladncis, 


oh. 
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Gladneſs, what thou haſt done for my re- 
deemed Soul; and joyfully fing thy Praiſes 
and keep in thy Leve, looking for the 
Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrift to eternal 
Liſe. Amen. 15 


| A Prayer under ſtrong Temptations. 

| OLY God! I deſire to humble myſelt 

ö here before thee, for that continual 
4 Proneneſs which is in me, to ſin againſt 

thee: That I am ſo vzlike to Thee; and ſo 

g contrary to what thy holy Laws require me 
| to be. After all the great Things thou haſt | 
1 done for me: Alas, how apt am I ſtill to 
| /peil and undo myſelfl the malicious Templer 


| 4 | is laying Snares for me every where: And 
(7 the Things of this World are ſtill preſſing 
| hard upon me; either to 7errify me out of 
my Duty, or to bumour me into my Ruin. 
And O how ready is my ſinful Fe to fide 
= with the cruc] Enemy, againſt my own 
Soul! Innumerable Evils have compaſſed 
me about; my Iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, ſo that I am not able to /cok up. 
They are more than the Hairs of my 
Head, therefore my Heart fails me. O 
the Sin that ſtill dzwe//eth in me, that is ſo 
nigh to me, that does ſo eaſily beſet me, and 
is ſo apt to prevail againſt me; to pull me 
away from the Obedienceof thy bleſſed Will: 
And to engage me in forbidden Things, 
TE. diſpleaſing 
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diſpleaſing in thy Sight, and deſtructive 
to my Soul ! O wretched Man that I am 
Who ſhall deliver me from the Body of this 
Death! When the Cy/tom of Sinning has ſo 
increaſed my ſinful Inclinations, that the 
Leopard may as ſoon change his Spots, and 
the Ethiopian his Skin, as I, who am ac 
tomed to Evil, can (of myſelf) ceaſe from it: 
It the Lord of Hoſts be not with me; if 
the God of Jacob be not my Refuge. 
But with thee, the Almighty God, all 
Things are poſſible: Yea, thou can'ſt as 
ealy make us Holy, as bid us be fo. To 
thee the very Powers of Hell are Weak- 
neſs : Nothing in the World can rt thy 
Will. O pity thy poor tempted Creature, 
and give me not up, in Juſtice, to a repro- 
 bate Senſe, and to vile Affections; nor to 
ſuch Blindneſs of Mind, and Hardneſs of 
Heart, as ſhould render me paſt Feeling: 
Nor ever puniſh my former Sins, by giving 
me over to their Sway and Power; but let 


it bethygracious Pleaſure, O Lord, that all 


my prevailing Iniquities may flee and periſh 
at thy Preſence. O give out the command- 
ing Word to thoſe filthy Corruptions, #:- 
therto ſhall ye go, and no further. Speak 
Death to my Sins; that my Soul may Live, 
and for ever bleſs thy Name. Stop and 
heal the running Sores; that they may no 
more break out, as they have done, to the 
Diſhonour of thy Name, the Wounding of | 
my 


4 
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my Conſcience, and hindering the Concerns 
of my own and others preſent Peace, and 
eternal Bliſs, Yea, ſo ſanctify my Nature, 


O Lord, and renew me, even in the Spirit 


of my Mind, that my Heart may riſe a- 
gainſt the ſinful Evils ; and that I may hate 
all Iniquity, and every falfe Way; ſo re- 


ſiſting the Devil, that I may not conſpire 
with the deadly Enemy of Souls, to undo 
myſelf. O give me Power from on High, 


to ſer me above the Power of my Sins : 
And give me Grace ſufficient, to turn my 
Heart againſt the Love of my Sins: That 
I may not be falſe in thy Covenant, nor falſe 


to my own chief Hitereſt: But manfully 
fight thy Battles, and approve myſelf thy 
faithful Soldier and Servant to my Life's 
End. That being ſo faithful unto Death, 
thou mayeſt give unto me the Crown of 
Life: And take me at laſt from this War- 


fare, to reign with thee, World withou 
End. Amen. 


A Prayer for Chaſtity. 


\ Gon of infinite Purity : Thou haſt 
called us, not to Uncleanneſs, but to 


Holineſs. Thou haſt commanded us to be 


Hely, as thou art Holy : And haſt promiſed 
to none but the Pure in Heart, to ſee and 
enjoy thee, in the Beauties of Holineſs, and 
the Foys above. O how ſhall I, a polluted 

Wretch, 
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Wretch, ſhew myſelf before thy heavenly 
Majeſty, who art perfect Purity: and in 
whole Sight even Heaven itſelf is not Clean! 
O moſt gracious Lord! Look not upon 
me, as Iam in myſelf, and as I, through 
my Sins have made myſelf Vile, even in 
my own Eyes: For then thou can'ſt not 
chuſe but abhor my Soul, and pour out all 
thy Wrathupon me. But waſh me thorough- 
ly from my Iniquity: And cleanſe me from 
all my Sin and Guilt, in that Fountain open'd 
for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, the precious 
Blood of the Lamb of God, lain to take 
away the Sinus of the World. Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou can'ſt make me Clean: O create 
a clean Heart in me; and ſay to my Sin- 
defiled Soul, as thou did'ſt to the Leper, 
JTuiill, be thou clean; and I ſhall be Claus d, 
and fitted now for thy holy Service, and 
| hereafter for thy heavenly Glory. O my 
God! Caſt the unclean Spirit out of the 
Temple: And if he will not out, but by 
Prayer and Faſting, let me add ſuch Ab- 


'  finence to my Prayers, as may help to 


| ſtarve the fleſhly Luſts, that war againſt 
my Soul. And by any Means, help me. 
(my Strength and my Redeemer) to poſ- 
ſeſs my Veſſel in Sanctification and Ho- 
nour: Not in the Luft of Concupiſcence, 
as thoſe that know not God. Holy Lord! 
Chaſe away the Birds of Prey, that would 
devour thy Sacrifice; and drive out theſe 
| unclean 
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unclean Beaſts, that would trample down 
the Plantation of thy Grace in my Soul. O 
let me not live after the Fleſb, leſt I eter- 
nally Die: But by the Spirit ſo mortiſy the 
Deeds of the Body, that I may for ever 


Live. Inſtead of doing the Yorks of the 


Fleſh, let me hate the very Garments ſpot- 


ted with it; and not without Deteſtation, 


once name the filthy Luſts. Help me, m 
God, to avoid every Occaſion of Falling; 


and to abſtain from all Appearance of Evil: 


And fo to delight in Purity, and to keep 


myſelf from my Iniquity, that I may lead. 
the noble ſpiritual Life as becomes the Child 


of my heavenly Father : And not grieve 
thy holy Spirit, O God: but be pleaſing 
in thy bleſſed Sight, through Fe/zs Chriſt. 
Amen. Ee 


A Prayer for the Mortiſication of all 


fleſhly Luſts. 


Have vow'd and promiſed unto thee, 


my God, to renouncè all the ſinful Luſts 
ot the Fleſb, and am devoted as Holy to 
the Lord: That having put on Jeſus Chriſt, 
I ſhould not make Proviſion for the Fleſh, 
ro fulfil the Lyft thereof; but cleanſe my- 
felt from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and 


Spirit, perfe#iivg Holineſs. in the Fear of 


God, But though I have ſome Delight in 
the Law of Gad, after the inner Man 


yet 
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yet I find another Law in my Members, 
warring againſt the Law of my Mind, 
bringing me into Captivity to the Law of 
Sin, which is in my Members: And this I 
acknowledge and bewail to thee, O Lord 
Almighty ! Who alone can'ſt ſet me Free 
from the Luſts that are too hard for me. 


O help me, Lord God of my Salvation, 


againſt the Power of theſe prevailing Ini- 
quities: And purge away all my Sins, for 


the Glory of thy Name. May the Time 


paſt of my Lite ſuffice to have ferved my 


own Luſts and Pleaſures : O let not Sin 
any longer reign in my mortal Body, that 1 


' ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof. But 
help me, Lord, to cut off the right Hand, 
and to pluck out the right Eye; to keep 


under my Body, and to bring it into 75. 


jection, that I may have the Maſtery of my 


Luſts, and overcome the Sins that have fo 


often overcome me. O mortity and de- 


ſtroy in me every rebellious Motion; and | 
every vicious Inclination, that exalts itſelt 


againſt the Goſpel and Government of Chriſt 


Jeſus; that gives Satan Advantage over 
me, and hinders my Saviour from reigning 


as a King, ſupreme in my Heart. 

Preſerve me, Lord moſt Holy! from all 
thoſe /inful Pleaſures that would make me 
fall ſhort of the heavenly Pleaſure which 


are at thy right Hand for evermore. O let 


me not lead a ſenſual Life, minding the 


Things 
1 
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Things of the Fleſh, as if they were the 

onlyeſteemed and beloved Things: But make 
me ſo ſpiritually-minded, that I may above 
all Things favour andreliſh the Things of 
the Spirit of God. Let not ſinful Fleſb and 
Luft, but thy heavenly Spirit and Grace, 


have the Predominancy in my Soul; to guide 
and govern my Heart and Life. Eſpecially 
let the Sins to which I am moſt ſtrongly In- 


clin'd, be effectually ſubdued. O let me not 
yield myſelf the miſerable Slave of my 
Soul-ruining Luſts; but carry as the wile 


and faithful Follower of my heavenly Lord | 


and Saviour. And as thou who haſt called 


me, art Holy, ſo make me Holy, in Diſpo- 


ſition and in all my Converſation ; ſuch a 
Lover and Follower of Holineſs, that I may 


ſee and enjoy the Lord. O gird me with 
Might to that ſpiritual Conflict wherein 1 
am engaged; not only againſt Fleſb and 
Blood, but infernal Foes, too ſtrong tor me 


to deal with; that (through Chriſt ſtrength- 


ening me) I may go on Conquering and to 


Conquer, all that withſtands thy Glory, 
and my Salvation; till Satan be bruiſed un- 
der my Feet : That nothing may ever be 
able to ſeparate me from the Love of God, 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. Amen. 
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A Prayer before the Hearing of God's 
Word. 


Grace]! Who art pleaſed to ſend out 

thy Light and thy Truth among us; both to 
diſccuer our Sins unto us, and alſo to make 
the Way of Life and Salvation plain before 
us: Be thou pleaſed alſo to ſend the Sirit 
of thy Son into our Hearts: That he who is 

the Author, may alſo be the Interpreter of 
thy Word: To make it plain to our Under- 
Standing, to let it home powerfully upon our 


Hearts, and to render it the Savour of Life 


unto our Sculs. The Lord open our Ears, 
and quicken our Attention to receive what 
ſhall be delivered from thy Word, with 
Carefulneſs and Meekneſe, and with all 
Readineſs and Gladneſs, and Love and 

elizht in it, and Deſire to come on, and 
grow b. Fit. And ſtrengthen our Memories, 
to treaſure up and retain what we hear ; 
that we may not let it /p, without ma- 
king our Benefit of it, and being the better 
for it. O gracious God ! Teach us to pro- 


it; and make our Improvements more an- 
ſwerable to thoſe Means of Grace, which 


through thy Mercy we do enjoy. Let the 


Word which ſhall ſound in our Ears, alſo 


fink dow: into our Hearts, and take Roo. 


in our Souls, and produce and ſhew the 
Fruits 


O Moſt bleſſed Lord, the Ged of all 
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Fruits of it in our Lives: That we may 
not be forgetful Hearers, but faithful Doers 
of thy holy Word. O let the immortal 


Seed of this heavenly Word, beget ſuch 
Principles of Grace and Holineſs in our 
Hearts, that may be in us, as a Well of 
Water, ſpringing up to everlaſting Life. 


Make us ſo obedient to thy holy Precepts, 


that we may alſo inherit the glorious Pro- 


miſes of thy Word. O let our Teachers 


be taught of God; and direct the Sewards 


of thy Myſteries to give unto every one 
their Portion in due Seaſon. Yea, give, 


Lord, the heavenly Benediction and Increaſe, 


upon the Planting and Watering of thy 
Servants: And make the Waters of th 
Sanctuary healing to our Souls. Yea, 


make thy Word as Fire in the Mouths of 
thy Meſſengers : And ſet home the Sword 
of the Spirit with thy own Hand; making 
it Mighty through God, to the pulling 
down of ſtrong Holds, and ſubduing all 


Oppoſitions to the Obedience of Chriſt. O 
let thy Spirit cauſe thy Word to do thy 
great and gracious York effectually upon 


all our Hearts, for which we may have 


Reaſon to give thee Praiſe and Glory to all 
Eternity. Amen. 


N Prayer 
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E bleſs thee, O Lord, the living 


God, who holdeſt our Souls in Life: j 
and provideſt for them the Bread of Life, 


that Food of thy holy Word, by which we 


live more and better than by our daily 


Bread. It has now been. delivered and re- 


ceived : But the Bleſſing is in thy Hands, O 


gracious God, to make it proſperous and 


ſucceſsful, to the gaining and ſaving of 


_ Souls, 0 wilt thou be pleaſed to ſend it 


home to the Heart: And there make it to 
ſtay, and abide, till it has done thy Will, 


and wrought thy Work: To build us up in 
the Faith of CÞrift, and to ſet us forward 


in all Holineſs of Life: To make every 
Hearer ſuch a Doer of thy Word, that we 


may all be bleſſed now in our Deed ; and 
hereafter for ever bleſſed in the 7oy of our 


Lord. 


O that all who have been e of 
their Sins, may alſo be converted to thy- 
ſelf! That they may not only think of the 
holy Change, but reſolve upon it, and go 
through with it. And let thy bleſſed Spirit 


ſo prevail with them, that the good Motions 
may not go off, before they have effected 


re Work of Grace in them, O make thy 


Word mighty through God, to plant thy 


Grace where it is not: To increaſe i it where 
8 „ it 


it is; and to guide and govern all our 
Hearts and Lives in thy holy Ways: That 
the Yord which we hear may do us good, 

and ſtill hring us earer, and make us /iker 


to our God. That we may find our Know- 


ledge and our Faith, not only to come, but 
to grow, by Hearing; and may ſo hear, 
that our Souls may live; now live the holy 


Life of Grace, and hereafter the bleſſed Life 


of Glory, for evermore. Amen. 
A Prayer for Increaſe of Grace, 


\ Gop of all Grace! who both quic- 


AP keneſt the Dead, and after thou haſt 
given Life, giveſt the Increaſe. Thy People 


go from Strength to Strength, growing in 
Grace, till they appear before thee in Glory. 
And the Path of the Juſt is as the ſhining 
Light, ſhining more and more to the per- 
fell Day. But, O Lord, how barren and 


unfruitful have I been among the Trees of 
Righteouſneſs! And how little have I made 


my Profiting and Progreſs appear under all 
thy gracious Means, and abundant Mer- 


cies! Yea, how weak and low am I ſtill in 
my ſpiritual Eſtate ! O how ſmall is my 
Will and Strength to that which is Good! 
How much am I behind many of thy Ser- 


wants, who have not had the Helps and 
Advantages which I ſo long have enjoyed! 
And how little is it to be ſeen in my Life, 

N. 2 „„ 
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8 For Increaſe of Grace: 


what great Things the Lord has done for 


muy Soul! O my God, I have not well im- 


proved the Talents which thou haſt put in- 
to my Hands! Nor anſwered the Care and 


Kindneſs of Heaven which I have fo long 


experienced. Thou haſt not been wanting 
to me, O good Lord ! But I have been 
exceedingly wanting to myſelf, and to 


that Duty which I owe to my God. I am 
aſhamed that it is no better with me: That 


ſo many Mercies have been /pilt and Joſt 
upon me. Forgive me, O my Father, 
and repair thy holy Image in me, who have 
ſo much diſhonoured thee, and diſabled and 
ſpoiled myſelf. O help me ſtill more and 


more, to put off the od Man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts; 


and to put on the new, which, after God, 


is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holi- 


neſs. Whatever elſe I want, Lord, deny 


me not thy Grace; but zncreaſe it in me, 


and diſcover it ſtill more and more upon 
me. Yea, let the Graces of thy Spirit, 
that accompany Salvation, ſo flouriſh in my 


' Soul, that the Peace of God, which paſſeth 
all Underſtanding, may keep my Heart 


and Mind, through Chrift Feſus. 
Bleſſed Saviour] Who cameſt into the 


World, that we might have Life, and have _ 
it more abundantly ! Of thy Fulneſs let me 


receive Grace ſufficient for me; to make 
me froag in the Lord, and ready to ny 
. goo 


o 
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good Work. My Life, my Strength, and 

my Redeemer ! Leave me not under the 
Curſe of Barrenneſs, to ſtand at a Stay, -or 
to decline in my ſpiritual Eſtate : But as 
thou haſt wrought all my Works in me, 
eftabliſh, O God, that which tnou haſt 


- wrought for me; and ſtrengthen the Things 


which remain, that are ready to die: And 
cheriſh all the Seeds of Grace ſown in my 


Heart; that my Soul may proſper and in- 


creaſe with the Increaſe of God, as a wa- 


tered Garden, and as a Spring whoſe Wa- 


ters fail not: Growing in Knowledge and 


Grace, and abounding in all thoſe Fruits of 


Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt, 


to the ney and Praiſe of God: That ſo 
u 


J may be fully ſatisfied of the Truth of 


thy Grace in me, by its growing upon me, 


O my Lord! Carry on with Power the 
Work of Faith and Sanctification in my 
Soul ; that my ſinful Corruption, every Day 


(like the Houſe of Saul) may grow weaker 


and weaker ; and thy Grace in me, every 
Day (like the Houſe of David) may grow 
ſtronger and ſtronger ; till from groaning un- 
der Sin, the Body of this Death, I come to 


triumpb over all that oppoſes, and hinders 
the Progreſs of my ſpiritual Life. And as 


thou art pleaſed to afford me the Means of 


Grace, O grant me the Jucreaſe of thy 


Grace, to anſwer the End of all thoſe 
5 0 N 3 Means: 


2 70 For quickening Grace. 


Means : That, in the Uſe of them, I may 


be made ſtill wer, and Holier, and better, 


and fitter for thy bleſſed e in Je- 
ſus Crit. 


A Prayer for quickenimg Grace. 


FT Acknowledge and bewail before thee, 

O Lord, the Living and All- ſeeing God, 
my ſinful Dulneſs and Indiſpoſedneſs for the 
Duties of thy holy Service. When I ſhould 
delight in the Law of God, and ſerve thee 
with Gladneſs, and make it my Meat and 
Drink to do the Will of my heavenly Fa- 
ther ; O how cold and /iſileſs am I to do 
that which is the beſt for me, and which 


does moſt nearly and eternally concern me! 


I am alive to the World, and very apt to 
be wranſported with ſenſual Objects : But 


O how heavy and dead to thoſe Offices of 
Attendance on my Lord, which are the 
Glory and Joy of all the Werthies of Hea- 


rags My Soul cleaves to the Duſt of the 
Earth: Quicten me, O Lord, according 
to thy Word! according to the Word of 
thy Precept, which does command us to 
be ſpiritually minded, to abound in the 


Work, and not to be lothful i in Buſineſs, 
but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. 


And quicken me, O my Lord, according 
to the Word of thy Promiſe, that Sin ſhall 
not 
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not have Dominion over thy Servants; and 
that thou wilt perfect what concerns thy 
People. Dear Lord! Be thou pleaſed to 
perfect that which concerns my Sol. And 
engage the Love of my Heart to thy Ser- 
vice | And make me delight to do thy 
Will O God; and with an enlarged Heart 
to run the Way of thy Commands. O help 
me to put forth myſelf with Vigour and 
Aclivity in thy holy Ways; and to apply 


myſelt to the Performance of thy bleſſed 


Pleaſure, not only becauſe I mut; but be- 


cauſe it is the Dęſire of my Soul, and the 


Joy of my Heart, to be ſo taken up; That 
nothing inthe World may give me ſo much 
Chearfulneſs and ſweet Satisfaction as to 
approve my Heart unto my God, and my 
Ways pleaſing in thy Sight, through Feſus 


Chriſt. Amen. 


A Prayer fer Ability to acquit ourſelves 
as we ought, in our ſeveral Places 
and Relations. : Air 0 1 


Lord, our God! Thy Word enjoins 
us, wherein we are called, therein to 
abide with God. And this is the Duty which 
we are eſpecially to take care of (next to 
the Care of our Souls) to ſtudy to be Quiet, 


and to do our own Bulineſs : That we may 


provide for ourſelves, and for our De- 
N 4 pendants ; 
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pendants; and render to all their Dues - 
And not be burthenſome, but helpful to o- 
_ thers. O thou that giveſt Skill and Ability 
for the Performance of thoſe Offices to 
which thou calleſt; teach and enable me 
(J beſeech thee) for the Work of my Place, 
and all the Duties of my Calling. Good 
Lord] Pardon all my paſt Unfaithfulneſs 
and Negligence herein: And direct, and 
bleſs, and accept, and aſſiſt me, in diſ- 
charging it, for the Time to come, 0 
make me ſo contented with what 1 get by 
Honeſt Means, that I may never offer to go 
beyond, or defraud my Neighbours in any 
Matter; but be punctually juſt in all my 
Dealings : And conſcientiouſly perform my 
Duty in all my Relations: Carrying myſelf 
as I ought towards every one, with whom 
I am any Way concerned in the World; 
whether Superior, Equal, or Inferior : Of- 
fenſive to none; but (as I have Power and 
Opportunity for it) good and w/eful to all. 
O let me not walk Di/orderly, nor be Guil- 
ty of the Impertinence and Miſchief, to be, 
negligent at Home, and to buſy myſelf 
Abroad, in other Mens Matters : But may 
J keep my own Station; and with Quiet- 
neſs work and eat my own Bread; and 
provide Things honeſt in the Sight of all 
Men: Following after that which is lovely, 
and of good Report; and herein exerciſing 
myſelf to have always the Conſcience "_ 
| Q 
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of Offence towards God and towards Men. 
Yea, whatever any may juſtly expect from 
me, help me, O my God, to diſcharge it 

faithfully and acceptably. And command 
2 Bleſſing, Lord, upon all my honeſt La- 

hours and Endeavours: And make them 
Succeſsful to promote my own and others 
real and eternal Good, and to glorify 
thy bleſſed Name, through Teſus Chriſt: 


Amen. ; 


A Prayer for Grace t9 ſerve he Lord 
with Gladneſs. Shs 


My God! Thou art a Lord that haſt 
? Pleaſure in the Proſperity of thy Ser- 
| vants; and thy Servants have all the great- 
X eſt Reaſon to be moſt highly ptea/ed in the 
Performance of thy Service. It is good for 
me to draw nigh to God, in whoſe Pre- 
ſence is Fulneſs of Joy : And the Hearts of 
them may rejoice that ſeek the Lord. For 
thou doſt not employ us, but to. oblige us: 
Not for any Advantage to thyſe!f,. but only. 
for our own greateſt Good:every Way, that 
it may go well with us, both here and for 
? ever. O my Lord, I am full of Troubte 
L and Confuſion, that: ever I ſhould be ſo. 
( Liſtleſs as 1 have been to thy bleſſed Work 
| And ſo Lifeleſs in it, and ſoon weary it; 
To the Diſhonous of thy Name, and the 
Reproach of thy Service; as if I had a 


N 5, hard 
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| hard Mafter, and a dolefal Work, O that 
I ſhould bear as a Burden, that which ſhould 
be the Solace of my Life, and the rejoicing 
of my Heart! Forgive me, I belieck thee, 
good Lord, all this which I bewail before 
thee: And heal the Indiſpoſedneſs in me, 
which makes thy Service a Mearineſs to me. 
And ſo renew my Spirit, and draw and 
join my Heart to thy bleſſed Self; that 1 
may not ſerve thee as out of Compul/ion, 
but Juclination: Not as forcing myſelf, but 
loving thy Work. O rid my Mind of that 
tormenting Dread which makes me uneaſy 
in the Service of my Lord. And give me 
a heavenly Heart, ſet upon the heavenly 
Bujineſs;, and ſuch. a mighty Love, as may 
ſtwecten all my Obedience; that I may not 
account it grievous or tedious : but my 
SouP s Setisf orion and exceeding Foy. O 
let me not ſerve thee, "my God, with the 
Spirit of Bondage, as a Slave: But with 
| the Chearfulneſs and Gladneſs of an inge- 
nuous Child; Sitting down with Delight 
under thy Shadew, delighting myſelf in the 
Lord, and fo pleaſed with thy Work, that 
my Services may alfo be pleaſing in thy 
Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


N (a5) 


A F Prager for Skill to carry ourſelves 
aright among all with whom We are 
concerned in the World. 


Lord my God | I deſire to hrmble. 

myſelf in thy Sight for all the Fo ly, 
Indecency and Diſorder of my Cecndatt : 
That I have fo frequently failed in it, and 
fo foully miſcarried and 4% myſelf in my 
Intercourſe with my Neighbours : That my 
Example has too often tended more to the 
Hardening,than tothe Converting of Sinners: 
And that I have lain as a Stumbling-Block, 
and Rock of Offence, in the Way of my 
Brethren: Not only prone to be tempted 
with Evil, and to be overcome myſelf; 
but alſo becoming a Temptation and Snare 
to others, ſo as to draw them to ſin, or to 
embolden them in it. Though thou haſt 
ſhew'd me what is Good, and made me to 
know better Things; and laid the greateſt 
Engagement upon me, to be Faithful in thy 
Covenant; yet, O how apt have I been to 
loſe my Relj p of the Things of God, among 
ſintul Men! How apt to be carried into 
Lolh, with the Stream of the Company ; TO 
fall into baſe Compliance, and conſent with 
Sinners, and follow the Multitude to do 


Evil. | 
N:6---: Oo 
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O my God! Give me Repentance and 
Pardon for all my own Sins; and for all 
the Guilt which I have contracted, in being 
acceſſary to the Sins of others : And ſo for- 
tity me with thy Grace, that I may not be 
in ſuch Danger, to be awed or ſeduced out 
of my Religion: That I may never be 
afbamed of Chriſt before Men; but boldly 
appear for thy Truth and Holineſs, even 
In the Face of an evil and faithleſs Genera- 
tion. O teach me to walk in Wiſdom, to- 
wards them that are without ; and in all 
Kindneſs towards them that are within. And 
without Offence (in Prudence and Uſeful- 
veils) to all. Make me wiſe in the Choice, 
and in the Ve of my Company: That they 
may not be to me, nor I to them, an Oc- 
cafion of Falling; but that we may be mu 
hi Helps and Edifiers of one another; 
and Examples of all that is Good, and Imi 
table, and Praiſe-worthy, O great Lord! 
Make me fo faithful to thee, and to my 
own Conſcience, that no Converſation with 
any in the Hcrld, may diſcompoſe the reli- 
Zious Frame of my Sul: That I may not 
be ſtartled at any bold Cenſure of thy Ways 
and Wiſdom; nor ever draw back from: 
_ thee, for the Contradidtion of Sinners: Bur. 
ceaſe from Man, whoſe Breath ts. in his: 
Noſtrils: For wherein is he to be accounted. 
of? Oturn my Fear of their Faces into 
Love of their immortal Souls; who are 
55 my 
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my F ellow-Servants in thy Work, and Fel- 


lew-Travellers to our long Home; and 


ſhould be faithful; and would be happy. 
And where I cannot promote their Duty 
and Felicity; yet grant, O Lord, that they 
may not hinder Mine; that where I am 


not Ediſied, I may not be Corrupted by 


*em. 


O my God! may thy Preſence ever {way 


me more than the Preſence of any Men: 


That I may count it a {mall Thing to be 


judged of them; and not be determined 


by their Way or Humour: But regard my 
own Conſcience, more than others Opinion; 
and do all in the Sight of God, heartily 
as to the Lord: Not in ſo much Care to 
ingratiate myſelf with any elſe, as to pleaſe 
the great Judge of all. Vet keep thy Ser- 


vant, O Lord, from giving Scandal and Of- 


tence to any; that I may not, by Pride 
and Paſſion, by Vanity and Indiſcretion; 


or by Moroſity and ſour Oppoſition, di 


parage my Profeſſion ; nor make the Way 
of Truth through me, to be Evil-ſpoken of. 
But help me, my God and Guide, to walk 


Circumſpeftly, and to ſpeak and act with 


due Conſideration of all Times and Places, 


Perſons and Circumſtances That I * 


wiſely behave myſelf, and guide my A 
fairs with Diſcretion; and ſo go in and 


out among Men upon. Earth, as to pre- 
ſerve my Integrity in thy Sight, and have 
8 5 my 
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my Converſation in Heaven, and ſtill en- 
joy that moſt bleſſed Friendſhip with thee 


my heavenly Father, and thy dear Son, my 
only Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for Grace to uſe cur Speech 


aright. 


Lord, our gracious Ged! Who haſt 
given US Reaſon and Speech to expreſs 
our Minds to one another, and to converſe 
comfortably together. What great Cauſe 
have we to praiſe thee, that we are ſo fear- 
fully and wonderfully made! And our 
Tongues, that are our Glory, are moſt of 
all fo, when with them we ſet forth thy 


Glory. But alas! that I have fo much 


_ Cauſe to humble myſelf, for all the Abuſes 
of my Tongue; that I have ſo many Ways 
perverted the happy Privilege of fpeaking : 

Either holding my Peace, where I ſhould 
have ſpoke to thy Honour, and the Good 
of my Neighbour; Dumb and Tongue- 
ty'd to thy Praiſe, and to pious Conference 
with thy Servants : Or elte pouring out 
Words to diſhonour thy Name, to wrong 
my own Soul, and to offend and injure 


others] Forgive me, O merciful God! I be- 


ſeech thee, all my ſinful Silence; my vain 
and idle Words; and my evil, corrupt Com- 
munication: And help me ſo to ſpeak, 
as to ) expreſs thy Grace in my n 

anc 
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and to miniſter the ſame to my FHeerers, 
Set a Watch, O Lord, before my Mouth, 
and keep the Door of my Lips, that no- 


thing thence may proceed, but what ſhall 


be, tome Way or other, good for the Ule 
of Edifying. Help me to keep my Mouth 
as with a Bridle, when I am provok'd to 
ſpeak unadviſedly with my Lips. And 


let no prophane or filthy Speeches proceed 


out of my Mouth : Nor any Thing be 


ſaid by me, that ought not to be named 


among Chriſtians. _ 


O Lord, open thou my Lips, that my 
Mouth may ſhew forth thy Praiſe. Make 
me forward to ſpeak for thee, and for the 
Service of thy Truth, and the Glory of thy 


Name: But as flow to ſpeak any Euil, to 
defile myſelf, or to hurt my Neighbour. 


Give me, Lord, a conſiderate Mind, ta 


weigh what is fit to be ſaid: And make 


me wiſe and lerious, ſober and modeſt, 


pious and charitable in what I ſpeak : That 


it may be without Offence; but not without 
ſome Profit to the Partners in my Conver- 


ſation. O fill my Heart with ſuch Grace, 


that out of the good Treaſure, I may be ever 
and anon producing ſomewhat to oblige the 


Company, and to advance thy Glory. And 


put ſuch Thoughts into my Mind, and 


ſuch Werds into my Mouth, that my 


Tongue may be as the Pen of a ready 
Mriter: To utter Things ſeaſonable and 
es 3 accept- 


N 
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acceptable, for the Benefit of my Aſſociates: 

And that I may never abuſe the Liberty 
7 Speech, into the Licentioufneſs of Vain 
or Evil-ſpeaking : But turn and employ it 
to the wiſe and good, and worthy Ends 


for which it was given; and ſpeak of, and 


for thy Teſtimonies, even before the greateſt 
without being aſhamed. 


O Lord! reſtrain the blaſphemous and 


brutiſh Generation, that ſet their Mouths 
againſt Heaven, and (out of thoſe open Se- 


pulchres) belch forth Impieties and Impu- 
rities, to diſhonour him that made them; 


to grieve the Souls of thy Servants, and to 
fpread the Contagion of their Ungodlineſs. 
O fill their Faces with Shame for what they 


have done, and their Hearts with ere 5 


to ſtop them from proceeding ſoanyf: rther. 
Confound the viperous Brood, that hits and 


vent their Venom againſt thy holy Ways: 


And give them other Tongues; that they 


may uſe thy Gifts to better Purpofe. O let 


the lying Lips be put to Silence, that fpeak 
_ grievous Things proudly and contemptu- 
ouſly againſt the Righteous. And let ſuch 
as fear thee, and think upon thy Name, 
ſpeak often to one another: So as to pro- 
mote and ſet forward their common Ediß- 


cation and Conſolation, and eternal Salva- 
tion, through thy gracious Goodneſs to 


em in Teſts Chrift, Amen. 


e 
The convinced Sinner's Prayer. 


Earken to the Voice of my Cry, my 
King and my God! for unto thee 

will I pray. But wherewithall ſhall I appear 
before the Jord, and bow myſelf to the 
moſt high God, whoſe holy Laws I have 

broken, and whoſe juſt Diſpleaſure I have 
incurred]! Tacknowledge my Tranſgreſſion, 
O Lord, and my Sin is ever before me. My 
Iniquities are gone over my Head, as a ſore 
Burden, they are too heavy for me to bear. 


When thou with Rebukes doſt chaſten 


Man for Tniquity, thou makeſt his Beauty 
to conſume away like a Moth. My Sin 
now has found me out; and that which - 
once I thought too little to be repented, 
ſeems now too great to be pardoned. I 

flatter d myſelf in my own Eyes, till my 

Iniquity is found to be Hateful. I thought 
I was Rich, and increas'd with Goods, and 
had need of nothing : But now I find that I 


am Miſerable, and wretched, and Poor, and 


Blind and Naked. So that there is nothing 
but Diſorder and Ruin in my Soul. I have 
undone myſelf: But to work my own Re- 
covery, I have no Sufficiency. O how wicked 
have I been, to allow myſelf in the Way 
and Mind, which is Enmity againſt God! 


How Ignorant, yet how Confident ! How 


Vile, yet how Arrogant | In what need of 
Mercy, 
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Mercy, yet how Uumerciful! How Sixful, 
yet how Impenitent | How bold in the Sins 
where Confcience reprov'd me: But how cold 


inthe Cauſe where thy Spiritencourag'd me! 


Oh the Spoils, and Ruins, and Deſolations 
which my Sins have made in my Sou, How 
have they darkned my Mind, perverted my 


Mill, debaſed my Afe#ions, diſorder'd my 
Paſſions, harden'd my Heart, and ſeduced 


it away from my moſt good and ever bleſ- 
Ted God, to cleave unto the Things diſpleaſ- 
ing in thy Sighc, and deſtruclive to my Soul! 


| There is no hiding any Thing from thee, 
the finite God, who filleſt Heaven and 


Earth. What ſhall I ſay unto thee, Lord? 


IJ fearce know how to ſay bad enough of 
myſelf. O Woe is me, that I have done 
_ Jo fooliſhly and wickedly! Whither ſhall | 
1 betake myſelf, when againſt thee, O 
Lord, I have ſo ſinned, and done ſuch 


Evil in thy Sight! Thou art the offended 
Majeſty, out of whole Reach I cannot eſ- 
cape; and under whoſe Judgments I can 
never be able to bear up. A guilty Conſci- 
ouſneſe makes me afraid to come unto thee : 
Let I knowthereis nothing but certain De- 
ſftrufion to keep away from thee. And 
though there is no Peace to the Wicked, ſo 
continuing; yet if the Wicked forſake his 
Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts, and return to the Lord; thy 


Upon 


Promiſe then, O God, is to have Mercy 
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upon him, and abundantly to pardon. I 
have none to ſeek to for Remedy againſt my 
Sins, but unto the juſt and holy God, a- 
gainſt whom I have ſo grieveuſly ſinned. 
And how ſhall I ſtand in thy Sight, O 
Lord, who hateſt and condemneſt the 
Works of Darkneſs, and the Workers of 


Tniquity? Whoſe Frath againſt Sin burns 


as deep as Hell, and as long as Eternity ! 
I ſubmit, great Lord, to thy offended Ma- 


jeſty : And have no hopeful Proſper, look- 


ing any Way, but to thy Almighty Power, 
thy ſuper-abounding Grace, and thy ever 
enduring Mercy; who at the loweſt can'ſt 
raiſe, and at the worſt art able to relieve us. 
Nothing is too hard for thee to effect: The 
moſt wretched Caſe is not paſt thy Care. 


Though our Sins be as Scarlet, thou can'ſt 


make them as white as Snow: Though they 


be red like Crimſon, thou can'ſt make them 


as Wool. Yea, thou haſt found a Ranſom, 
and laid Help upon one that is Mighty, and 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come 
to God through him. If I had not Sinned, 
I had no need of ſuch a Redeemer ; but they 
were Sinners whom he came to fave, And 


therefore to the Lord Fefus I look, with 


the Deſire of my Soul, to find a Healing 
for this ſinful Soul of mine, in the precious 
Blood of his Croſs. O good God! When 
my Sins cry to thee for Vengeance, be thou 


pPlwKklas'd to hear his Blood and Merits plead- 


ing 
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ing and interceding for my Soul; and 


ſpeaking better Things in my Behalf, than 


I am able to do for mylelf in all my 
Fans. 5 

Behold, O merciful Lord, a miſerable 
Objekt, on which to glorify thy Power and 


Compaſſion, thy wonderful Work, and 


great Salvation! O look upon me, in my 


Blood, and bid me Live. Speak Death to 
my Sins; that my Soul may live, and for 


ever bleſs thy Name. Turn away thy Face 


from my Sins; and Slot out all my Iniqui- 


ties. For thy Name Sake, O Lord, par- 
don my Sin, for it is great; too great for 
any, but the God of infinite Goodneſs and 
Love, ever to diſcharge me from. O mag- 
nify thy All-ſufficiency to help me out in 
this my woetul Miſery. Make the happy 


Experiment upon my poor Soul, how great 
Things, worthy of God, thou can'ſt do: 
That where Sin hath abounded, thy Grace 


may much more abound. Return, O Lord, 

deliver my Soul: O ſave me for thy Mercy 
Sake. Save me from the Guilt and Filth, 
trom the Power and Curſe of all my Sins. 


And thou, Lord, that knoweſt how to 
Deliver, make me ſome Way to eſcape out 


of the deſperate Streights and Perplexi- 
ties into which my Sins have caſt me: 
That my Iniquities may not hang upon me, 
to be my Ruin; but that they may be 
taken away and forgiven, and waſhed 
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For the convinced Sinner. 28 5 
out with the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. O 
turn thou me, Lord God of my Salvation, 
and I ſhall be turned from my Sins, and 
from this preſent evil World, more effec- 
tually and fully to thy bleſſed Seff. O give 
me ſuch Convitzon, as may end in found 


Converſion; and let me experience in my- 


ſelf that Grace of God which bringeth Sal- 


vation. I want thy Grace, O Lord: and 
want it I ſhall for ever, if thou be not 
pleas'd to look graciouſly upon me in my 


bleſſed Redeemer. But thou wilt have never 
the leſs, how much ſoever thou beſtowweſt : 
And thou can'ſt not beſtow thy Grace upon 
any one that more needs it. O God of all 
Grace, that keepeſt Mercy for Thouſands, 


©  Haſt thou not a Bleſſing for me? a ſpiritual 
' Heavenly Bleſſing: For thy dear Son, my 


only Saviour's Sake, let me find ſuch Grace 
in thy Sight. O get thee everlaſting Glory, 
in ſo obliging the Unworthy, And what- 
ever I want, O deny me not that ſaving 
Grace, which, though a precious Treaſure, 


that I am bold to 2%, yet it is not too 
great or good for the God infinitely great 
and good to give. O do that Work of 
' thy Grace thoroughly upon my Heart, for 


which I may have Cauſe to glorify thy 


Name for evermore. Amen. 


% 


A Prayer 


( 286 ) 


A Prayer for the troubled Soul. 
Gop of the Spirits of all Fleſh! Thou 


knoweſt the grievous Torment of a 
wounded Spirit ; and haſt promiſed not to Uh 
break the bruiſed Reed, nor to quench the 
 ſmoaking Flax, Have pity, Lord of Love, 
upon thy diſconſolate Servant, whoſe Spirit 
is ſore Broken, and Overwhelmed within 

him: And relieve and heal, and comfort 
him with thy Peace, and ſome Tokens fort 
Good, that thou haſt Thoughts of Love and 
everlaſting Mercy towards him. O bleſſed 
Feſus, who calleſt to thee the Labouring 
and Heavy-lagen Sinners, with the Promiſe 
of Reſt for their Souls! Give ſome Glimpſe 
of thy Mercy, and Faith in thy Merits and 
Promiſes, to this poor troubled Soul, caſt 
down with the Senſe of his Sin, ang the 
Fear of thy J/rath. The Sacrifices of God 
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are a broken Spirit: A broken and a con- 
trite Heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. Ss 
O hide not thy Face from thy Servant; not | |} 
caſt him away from thy Preſence in Dis = = 
_ pleaſure; but ſpeak Peace to him, ange 
cauſe thy Face to ine upon him. * WW 
O Godof Conſolation, be thou pleas'dto | 
cheer him up with the Hope and Relief of 1 
thy Pardon and Acceptance: And give him | 
a comfortable Aſfance in thee : he the MW 


8 
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IWitneſs of thy Spirit with his Spirit, to per- 


with thy Terrors prepareſt him for thy 


Comforts. O that he may ſee Love in the 
Rod, and take it as the Chaſtiſement of a 
kind Father, and not the Vengeance of an 
incenſed Judge; and that he may find this 
Humiliation working for his everlaſting Con-. 
ſolation : Seeing they that Mourn, are 


Bleſſed, and ſhall be Comforted : And ſuch 


as ſow in Tears ſhall reap in Foy. O that 


his Sorrow may be the godly Sorrow, which 


works Repentance, not to be repented of: 
That it may have ſuch a happy Iſſue, and 


end in unſpeakable glorious Joy. But let 


him not ſorrow as one without Hope : See-. 


ing the Trouble for Sin, is a Preſervative 


from the Damnation of Hell; and ſuch as 
are now in Glory, went this very Way to 


Heaven; working out their Salvation with 


Fear and Trembling : And ſo feeling the 
Burden of Sin here, that they might nor 


he under it for ever. Therefore, though 


he walks in Darkneſs, and has no Light, 


yet let him ruft in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God. 


O Lord] Rebuke him not in thy Auger, 
neither chaſten him in thy ſore Di/pleaſure ; 
but return and ſet him free from the heavy 
Preſſure now upon him. Be' pleaſed, O 


Lora, to deliver him; O Lord, make haſte. 


to 


ſuade him, that he is the CHild of God, whom 
thou Loveſt though thou Chaſteneſt, and 


| 
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to help him. Quicken him for thy Names 
Sake; and for thy Rightcouſneſs Sake, 
bring his Soul out of Trouble. Thou haſt 

ſhewed him great and fore Troubles : Be 
thou pleaſed to revive him again, that he 
may rejoice in thee. Shew him thy Mercy, 
O Lord, and grant him thy Salvation: O 
refreſh him early with ſuch thy Mercy, That 
he may be glad and rejoice in thee, all his 
Days; when thou haſt con/ider'd his Trou- 
ble, as thou haſt Known his Soul in Adver- 
ſity ; that thy Name may have the Glory, 
and his Soul the Comfort of thy ſeaſonable 
Relief, and thy ſweet abundant Mercies in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


A Prayer for the Enjoyment of God's 
gracious Preſence, and divine Com- 
munion. „„ 


Thou infinite Majeſty of Heaven and 
A Earth, who can'ſt nowhere be abſeut, 
but fiileſt all Things! No Place is ſo de- 
ſolate as to be without thee: No Men ſo 
bad, but they Live and Move, and have 
their Being in thee. Yea, the very Deviis _ 
are not out of thy Reach, but aware of 
thy Preſence, though to their Cot : And 
even in Hell, thou art there: But to th 
People and Saints, that are of the Houſhold _ 
of God, and bear thy Image, and know'thy 
Vice, and how to prize thy Love, to _ 
e thou 
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thou art pleas'd to open and communicate 
thyſelf in eſpecial favourable Manner; and 
to go in and out among them, as the Chil- 
dren of thy Family; and (in the moſt won- 
derful Condeſcenſion) to treat them as thy 


Friends and Favourites: To revive their 


Spirits, and to cheer their Hearts. And 


thou haſt promiſed, that thou wilt not leave 


them Comfortleſs; but come to them and 
dwell in them, and be their God, and let 
them be thy People. Thus thou doſt mani- 
feſt thyſelf to them, though not to the 
World : For the Ungodly are far from thee, 
and live without God in the World. Our 
Sins (alas!) do make the curſed Wall of 


Separation between thee and our Souls: 


And for my Sins, O how juſtly mighteſt 
thou, Lord, forſake me, and caſt me dF 
in Diſpleaſure ; and hide away thy Face, 
and keep at a Diſtance from me; and aban- 
don me over to my wretched Se/f, as an 
Enemy, whom thou can'ſt not love, but 
diſdaineſt to look upon 

But though my : De/erts at thy Hands 
may well provoke ſuch thy Indignation a- 
gainſt me; yet let my forlorn Eſtate with- 
out thee, move thy Compaſſion towards me: 
And where thou can'ſt not take Pleaſure in 
me, yet, Father of Mercies, have pity on 
me; and caſt me not away from thy Pre- 
ſence, nor abhor, nor forſake me, for th 
Name Sake: And for the Sake of that 

| O Mercy 
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Mercy which has mov'd thee to do ſo much 


already for me, and ſo far to diſcover thy 
Grace upon.me; O come to me, and make 


me ſuch that thou may'ſt abide with me, 


and Ryoree over me, to do me Good. My 
Soul is as a deſolate Milder neſs, a confuſed 
Chaos: Yea, even the Image of Hell, with- 


out thee, my Gd; while thou art not with | 


my Sprrt, I live wickedly to thy Diſhonour : 
A * I know not how ſoon I ſhall die wreteh- 


edly, to my own eternal Undoing: If thou 
caſt an not Eye of Pity upon me; a thou 
make not haſte in Mercy to help me. O 


Emmanuel, Ged with us! For thy Mercy 
Sake, for thy Promiſe Sake, for my Miſery 
Saker fee me lying afar off; and bring me 


uigh through the Blood of thy Cros. 0 


bring me out of my Strang eneſs to thee, 
and my Diſtance from thee; that I may 


be ſafe under the Shadow of thy Wings, 


and happy in the Solaces of thy 1 
If thou reject me, O my God! What 
Company or Comforts of the World can 
then availy or make any Recompence for the 


Loſs of thy Favour, in which is Life ; and 
without which, I am Dead while I live, and 


ſhall be for ever accurſed when I die: But 
it thou be with me, and liſt up the Light 


of thy Countenance upon me, I ſhall have 


heavenly Fellowſhip, an overflow with un- 
{peakable Joy. Even in the Abſence of all 


. 3 8 PM 


other Friends and Comforts, I ſhall not 
| needs 
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uked, I Thall not deſire them; when I can 
go to God, my exceeding Foy, and be ta- 
ken up with my Þleſſed Lord, in whoſe Pre- 
| ſence is Fulneſs of Joy. O bleſſed are they 
whom thou chuſeſt, and caufeſt to 2pproach 
ſo nigh unto thee, O Lord; and who are 
fo highly favoured by thee: Whoſe graci- 
ous Preſence can make the pooreſt Cottage 
better than the ſtatelieſt Palace; and fill 
the Hearts of thy Servants with ſuch d7vine 
Delights, to which the greateſt Men of the 
World axe Strangers. O what manner of 
Love is this, that the great God of Heaven 
ſhould vouchſafe to viſit, and reſide with 
poor Martals on Earth! And O that my 
Soul were fit to be the Habitation of the 
King of Glory | But, Lord, how Unworthy 
am I, that thou ſhould'it come under my 
Roof ! O bleſſed Fefus ! Be thou pleaſed to 
regard my undone State without thee, and 
my reſtleſs Longings after thee; and be 
Pleaſed to come unto me, dear Lord; not 
_ becauſe I deſerve, but becauſe I need thee 
not for my Merits, but for thy Own ; who 
art Worthy, for whofe Sake I ſhould be {6 
favoured from on High. My Lord and my 
God! Whom have I tn Heaven but thee ? 
And there is none upon Harth, that I de- 
ſtre beſides thee. O be not as a Stranger to 
the Soul, in which thou haſt planted an Ia. 
clination to ſerve thee : But bleſs and ho- 
Cn * + rota og nour 
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nour me with that divine Fellowſhip of 
which thou haſt made me not only Capa- 
Ble, but Defirous. And give me the Satiſ- 
faction to ind what thou haſt given me a 
Heart to ſeek. Yea, give me Grace, O my 
Lord, to go on Seeking till I find thee, 
whom my Soul deſires above all to Love. 
Let me endure any Thing eaſier than thy 
Abſence and Diſpleaſure; and deſire nothing 
1o much as thy Preſence and Favour. : 
And be not thou far from me, O my 
G; but let me Experience thy gracious 
Preſence with me; and the Goodneſs of the 
Lord paſſing before me. Lord Jeſus be 
with my Spirit, and dwell in my Heart by 
Faith. As thou haſt promiſed to be with 


5 thy Lovers and Followers always, even to 


the Eud of the World; Lord, for thy Mer- 
cy Sake, blot out my Sins: And then, for 
thy Promiſe Sake, come and viſit my Soul. 
O make me ſuch as I ſhould be towards 
thee ; and ſuch as thou may'ſt take Plea- 
fare in me: And then ſhew thyſelf unto 
me, with the Favour which thou beareſt to 
thy People; and may thy gracious Abede 
with me now on Earth, be to me a com- 
fortable Earneſt of my glorious Abode with 
| thee for ever in thy heavenly Kingdom. Be 
with me, O my Saviour, every where, and 
at all Times: In Health and in Sickneſs, in 
Proſperity and Trouble; in all Eſtates, and 
3 = in 
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in all Events and Circumſtances of my Life: 
To ſanctiſy and ſtweeten to me whatever be- 
fals me. And never leave nor for/ake me 
in my Pilgrimage here, till thou haſt 
brought me ſafe through all Trials and 
Dangers, to be ever with the Lord: There 
to live in thy Sight, and Love, and Glory, 
World without End. Amen. 5 


A Prayer for heavenly Comforts. 


> Moſt bleſſed Lord, the God of all Con- 
1 ſolation, who comforteſt thoſe that 
are caſt down; and giveſt ſuch Peace and 
Zoey, as the World can neither give, nor take 
away! I confeſs myſelf Unworthy of ſo 
much as any good Look from thy gracious 
Eye, or any Glimpſe of the Light of thy 
Countenance, to be lifted up upon my Soul. 
I deſerve to be in Heavineſs for my Sins; 
to groan under the oppreſſive Burden, even 
all my Days: And at laſt to go down in 
Sorrow to my Grave. But becauſe thou 
knoweſt, Lord, our Danger to ſurfeit on the 
Pleaſures of Sin: when thou with-holdeſt 
heavenly Conſolations from us; and that the 
Joy of the Lord 1s our Strength, to carry 
us on with Fidelity and Alocrity in the Way 
of our Duty ; I beſeech thee, O Lord of 
| Love, to ſpeak Peace to my Conſcience, and 
ſay to my Saul, that thou art my Salvation. 

03 Toa 
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To fortify me againſt the ſtolen ſinful Plea- 
fures. and engage my Heart to a Faith- 
fulneſs in the Covenant of my God; I beg 
of thee ſome Tokens of thy Love to me, 
ſome Diſcoveries of the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance upon me; ſome Experience of tho 


Joy of thy bleſſed Spirit in me; my Sout | | 


thirſteth Grit hee my God, to ſee thy Power, 
and thy Glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the 
Sanctuary. How long wilt thou forget me, 
O Lord, for ever? How long wilt thou 
hide thy Face from me ? How long ſhall 
I take Counſel in my Soul, having Sorrow 
in my Hcart daily? O cauſe thy Face to 
| thine upon me: And let my Heart rejoice 
in thee, becauſe I have truffed in thy hol 
Name. Let my Mouth be filled with thy 
Praiſe, and with thy Honour all the Day 
long. And let my Soul be fatisfied, as 
with Marrow and Fatneſs, when x praiſe 
thee with joy ful Lips. 
Whether J come in, or be left out, in 
the Diſtribution of thy common. Favours, 
which thou ſcattereſt with an indifferent 
Hand amongſt all Sorts of Men; O re- 
member me, "Lord with the Favour which 
thou beareſt to thy People, and viſit me 
with thy Salvation. That I may ſee the 
Good of thy Choſen ; that I may _ in 
rhe Gladneſs of thy Nation, and Glory 


with thy Inheritance. O that I may expe- 
| rience 
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rience the Foy and Peace in Believing: And 
rejoice in Feſus Chriſt, and count thy . Love 
better than Wine, and prefer it above my 
chiefeſt Joy. Seeing the Work of Righte- 
oufneſs is Peace, and the Effect of it Stet 
neſs and Affurante for ever O make me 
the true and faithful Subject of chat ſpiritual 
Kingdom, which is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. O let me fo. 
Taſte that the Lord is gracious : And give 
me ſuch Feelings of thy Spirit's Operations 
in me, ſuch Witneſs with my Spirit, ſuch. 
Hepes of thy Glory, and ſuch Tokens for 
Good, to periuade and aſſure my Heart, 
of thy everlaſting Love and Favour, in 
Chrijt Jeſus, to my Soul, that my Soul may 
bleſs thee, O Lord, and ail: that is within 
me may praiſe thy holy Name! And that 
the Satisfaction and Delight which I take in 
thy Service, may alſo invite in others to 
give up themſelves to it: And ſo thou, 
the bleſſed Giver of all Joy and Comfort, 
may'ſt by us all, be glorified, through Je- 

ſus Chriſt, Amen. 15 


Prayer and Praiſe for a converted 


Sinner. R 11 


1 Will praiſe thee, O Lord my God, with 
all my Heart: And I will glorify thy 
Name tor evermore. So great is thy Mercy 
towards me, that thou haſt delivered my 


04 Soul. 
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Soul from the loweſt Hell. My Lips there- 
fore ſhall greatly rejoice, when 1 ſing to 
| thee: And my Soul which thou haſt e- 
deemed, ſhall make her Boaſt in the Lord. 
For I was Darkneſs, but now am Light in 
the Lord. I was Dead, and am Alive a- 
gain. Iwas Loft, and am Found. When 
no Eye pitied me, and when I had not a 
Heart to pity myſelf; then didſt thou, 
Lord of Love, look upon me in my Blood, 
and bid me Live. O ſinful Wretch ! That 

I ſhould be ran, and others left! I ſtand 
amazed at thy Kindneſs and Love, O 
God, my Saviour, for all the great Things, 
which thou haſt done for my Soul; more 
than if thou hadſt given me Wealth, and 
Strength, and Wit, and Beauty, to the Ad- 
miration of all: More than if thou hadſt 
ſet me up with the Princes of the Earth, 
and bleſſed me with all the Fulneſs and 
Glory of the World. For, O how ſoon 

do all theſe Things paſs away and periſb ! 
But the Word of God, by which I am born 
again, lives and abides for ever. The Grace 
of God, which brings Salvation, appearing 
to me, is in me a Well of Water ſpring- 
ing up to everlaſting Life, O Gd of all 
Grace! Who hadſt ſuch Thoughts of Mer- 
cy towards me, even when I was in Eumicy 
againſt thee z and did nothing but forget 
and provoke thee: Thou wilt not Gefpile 


the Day of ſmall Things; nor caſt * 
| 0 
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off, for the Failings of my Services; After 
thou haſt wrought in me ſome good Things 
towards thee ; and brought my Soul from 
the Gates of Hell, within Proſpect of the 
heavenly Glory. =. N 
O whatgreat and ſore Troubles haſt thou 
ſhewed me ! Yet didſt thou turn again and 
refreſb me, and comfort me on every Side, 
with the moſt Reviving and Richeſt of all 

Mercy. I muſt for ever have periſhed, 
if thou, Lord, hadſt not brought me from 
my Deadneſs in Treſpaſſes and Sins, to 
Newneſs of Life : And better I had never 
been Born, if I had not been New-vorn. 
O bleſſed Change! And mighty Work, 
worthy of God! O the Riches of Grace, 
and the Honders of divine Power and 
Love! What I ſhall render to the Lord, for 
theſe greateſt of all Benefits, which Tam not 
able ſo much as worthily to Expreſs! I 
can never enough admire and bleſs thee, 
O my God, for thy Love to my Soul, 
which thou haſt brought to ſee the Foy of 
thy word ; how thou didſt bear with 
me, in all my Dulneſs and Perverſeneſs : 
And what Work 1 to 2 
into any good hopeful Way, for the hea- 
venly Bliſs. Yet wouldſt thou not ſuffer 
me to undo myſelf, but gaveſt me Checks 
in the Way of my Sins; till thou hadſt 
overcome my Heart by thy Almighty Grace, 
and brought me Home to thy bleſſed Self : 


O 5 And. 
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And from the flaviſh Dread of thy 
Wrath, to the ſweet Apprehenſions of thy 


Love. 


My God and Saviour | I was "Hopeleſs and 


Helpleſs, and at the /oweſt thou has re- 
membered me: At the worſt thou has hol- 
pen and comforted me, The Fear of Hell 
was upon me: And thou has ſet me above 
that killing Dread, to rejoice in Hope of 
thy Glory. I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
df Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid 
theſe Things from the 1/7 je and Prudent, 
and haſt revealed them unto Babes. O who- 
am I, unworthy Wretch, that I ſhould be 
made fo happily to differ from any others; 
and from my former Self! O what have I 
done, to invite ſuch ſaving Mercy, to ſhine 
upon me! When ſo great a Part of the 
Worldis ſtill in Darkneſs, and in the Sha- 
dow of Death; I am Unmorthy, Lord, I am 
Unworthy : But thou art the Ged infinitely 


Good, and abundant in Mercy. 


20 bleſſed God of my Salvation ! Accept 
the Oblation of yſelf, and all my Ser- 
vices, together with my Thanks and Praiſe, 
tor this thy Love in Chrift Jeſus, wherewith- 


thou haſt fo eternally o % me to thyſelf. 


To give all Glory to thee, O what abun- 
dant Cauſe haſt thou given me! When 
as I have no good 1 hing on Earth, but of 


thy 


Bleſs the Tad O my Soul ; aac all 
that is within me bleſs his holy Name.. 


1% 3 
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A Prayer after a Relapſe. Togo 
thy Bounty; and am out of Hell, only 
through thy Mercy. And O that my Life 
may be ſpent in thy deareſt Love, and in: 
thy faithful Service; ever delighting to do 

thy Will O my Ged! As Tam the Re- 

cerver of ſuch Mercies, ſo make me the. 

Preacher of thy Praiſes. Let me bleſs thee, 
Lord, at all Times: And have thy Praiſe 
continually in my Mouth, even while I have 
my Being. Accept, O gracious Father, 
and continue me for thy Own : And make 

me {till fitter for thy bleſſed Acceptance it in. 
5 7 Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 


— — —— — 
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A TT after a. Relapſe Into Sin. 


My God Jam filled with Conſufin 

to lift up my Face unto thee, from 
whom I have to fooliſhly and wickedly de- 
parted; and againſt whom I have fogreat- 
ly and provekznely Sinned. Tam aſhamed to 
| confeſs unto thee, what (alas) F have not 
been afraid to commit again; thee: Thou, 
Lord, haſt made me to know better ; but 
I have held the Truth in Us; igbtectfneſs ; | 
and therefore deferve to be beaten. wit} 
many Stripes, for ſinning {0 againſt my own. 
Knowledge, Yea, how oft have I been. 
taught (as with Briars and Thorns) war 
an evil and bitter Thing it is, to treſpass 
upon the Lord, as I have done? pn yet 
906 (* orſe 
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(worle than a Child or Brute) I have run 


upon the Offences for which I knew 1 
mult ſadly Repent, or do worſe. Nor have 
I only reſiſted the cleareſt Light and Con- 


viction: But trampled the richeſt Grace and 
Love. Therefore I am inexcuſable, O righte- 


| ous Lord! And have nothing to fay in my 
own Defence. No, the Guiitwhich I have 
contracted ſtops my Mouth. O into what 


a Depth am I fallen! And is there any Hope 


now for one, that has ſo wilfully ſpoiled 
bimſelf, as I have done? The Pardon and 
Grace which I am neceſſitated to come 
begging at thy Hands, O my Lord, how 
much greater are they than I have any 


| Realon to expect! Yet not greater than 


thou, the God of all Grace, can'ſt give; nor 
greater than thou haſt alſo promiſed to be- 
ttow, even upon the greateſt Sinners, re- 
penting and returning to thee : It is thy re- 
viving Word to ſuch, that thou wilt have 
Mercy upon them, and abundantly pardon. 
And though Men may be Falſe, and their 


Offers but Enſnarements ; yet Faithfulneſs 


itſelf can never deceive us. 


Seeing thou haſt made ſuch a Way for 


our Redemption, O God of all Grace, to 


heal and ſave our poor loft Souls, by the 


Stripes and Death of thy own beloved don; 


O that the bleſſed Saviour whom thou haſt 
ſent into the World, may exerciſe his 
| Power 


— 
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Power and Pity, and great Salvation upon 
me, in this my woful Condition! And 


make me tome Way to eſcape, that I may 
not be thus taken Captive by the Tempter 
at his Will. Good God { There is nothing 
in me but Miſery, to move thy Mercy. O 


fetch Arguments of Pity from thy own in- 
finite Goodneſs, and thy tender [nclinations, 


to compaffionate and relieve poor Sinners, 
returning to thee ; after they have fooliſhly 
miſbehaved themſelves, and wickedly rebelled 


againſt thee., Mercy, O Zora, Mercy I | 


beg of thee, for Mercy's Sake. O let thy 
Compaſſion fpare me, and with-hold thy 
Juſtice from proceeding againſt me. I have 


finned as a filly wicked Man ; O Lord par- 


don and heal me, as an Almighty and moſt 


merciful Gad. I have gone aſtray like a 


loſt Sheep! O ſeek thy Servant, Lord, and 


bring me back to the Shepherd and Biſhop 


of my Soul. Wilt thou take this fad Op- 
portunity to advance thy everlaſting Glory, 


in pitying the worſt of Fools, in ſaving 
the chief of Sinners? For thy Name Sake, 


O Lord, pardon my Iniquity, which is ſo 
exceeding Great. O abſolve me from the 


Guilt, deliver me from the Power, cleanſe 
me from the Pollution, and ſave me from 
the Puniſhment of this, and all my Of- 
fences, that expoſe me to thy Wrath, and 
indiſpoſe me for thy Service; nein? me 

5 „ 
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from thee, and hindring the Freedom of my. 


Love and Delight in thee. . 

Lord of Love, the God of my Mercy 1 
Heal my Bactſlidings, that I may not a- 
gain return to Folly. O let me vow and pay 
to the Lord my God; and ſo go forth in 


thy Strength; that thou may'ſt confirm my 


Keſolution, and enable me to perform what 
T have promiſed. O thou compaſſionate 


Succourer of the Tempted, lead me not into 


Temptation; but by thy Grace and mighty 
Aid, ſecure me ſo to thyſelf, that I may 


not only, in this Day of Confuſion and 
Anguiſh, (when my Wounds are freſh Bleed- 
ing upon me) but in all Times to come, 
humble my Soul, and hate my Sin, and 


take heed to my Ways. And with Pur- 


poſe of Heart cleave to the Lord; and keep 
in thy holy Fear and Love to my Life's 


End. Amen. 


Another e Office under eny foul 


Fall. 


0 Juſt and Holy God! What mall! ſay 


unto thee, wee how ſhall I ſhew my 


Face before thee ! After I have ſo highly. 


effront:d thy glorious Majeſty, and violated 
thy righteous Commands; ſtriking more 
Wounds ſtill into my woſul- diſtreſſed Con- 
ſcience « O that I ſhould have the ſad Occa- 
tion to come upon the ſame Account, to 


4" 
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confeſs and bewail the Sin, which I have ſo. 
often confeſs d and bewaiPd! Holy Lord. 
I am aſham'd that I have this Need to beg; 
and afraid left my Sins have ſo provoked 
thee, that I ſhould beg in vain. For Sin, . 
when it is finiſhed, brings forth Death; it 
deſtroys our Grace, and Peace and Com-. 


fort now: And, without the Interpofition 


of infinite Mercy, it will deſtroy Soul and. 
Body eternally. And when I am under the 
Deſert of that Condemnation, ,O what 


Mercy from the Fatber of Merties, do 1 


experience, that it is not executed upon, 
me | What Patience, but that of the. Long- 
ſuffering God, would ever bear with ſuch, as, 
provoke him every Day! When he could ſo; 


caſily break out in Fury, and avenge him 


of his Adverſary ! O how juſtly mighteſt. 


thou, Lord, refuſe to hear me now crying to. 


thee in the Anguiſb of my Soul; who have. 
ſo often refus'd to hear thee calling upon 
me, by the Motions of thy holy Spirit !. O. 
the Spoils and Havoc, and Deſolation, 
which my Sin has made in my Soul! So 
many Aggravations of this Sin, do make, 
it beyond Meaſure Sinful ; till Iam become 
vile in my. own Eyes! And ſuch frequent. 
Falls do ruin my Hopes; and render my 


| Caſe ſo extremely Hazardous, that I am 


ready to fear, leſt Mercy ſhould quite have 

done with me, and abandon me over to 

my wretched Self, and leave me to be 
125 Filthy 
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Filthy fill; and to lie and periſb in my 
Sins, becauſe I have revolted fall more 


and more. 


I abhor myſelf, and humble my Soul 


here in the Duſt before thee, O Lord. 


And becauſe I have made ſo bold with thy 
Laws, I am ſorely afraid of thy Judgments. 


My Sins have taken ſuch Hold of me, that 
my Heart fails me: Yet, Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou can'ſt make me Clean, and make 
me M hole. I come therefore in hope to beg 


the ſo often forfeited Life of my poor Soul, 


at thy bleſſed Hands. For thou that haſt 


charged us to forgive an offending Brother 


Seventy times Seven, (even as oft as he 


repents) wilt not (thyſelf) be harder to 
thy Offenders, when they become penitent 


| Seekers of thy Mercy. No, though we ſo. 
often forget our Duty, thou can'ſt never for- 


get thy Mercy. A Woman may ſooner for- 
get her Compaſſions to the Fruit of her 
Womb, than the Lord of Love will forget 
his Kindneſs to his Child. And to the 
Mercy that has hitherto, ſo wonderfully 
endur d me, O my Lord, I ſeek and beg 
now this Addition, even the further Pro- 
longing yet of thy Patience towards me. 

In the Day of my Trouble I will call 
upon thee ; for thou wilt anſwer me. I 


believe, Lord, thy Power and thy Readi- 
neſs to rehieve poor Sinners repairing to 


thee, 
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thee, And to that End did'ſt thou, O bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, come into the World, and 
ſhed thy precious Blood, to atone for our 
Guilt) And to cleanſe us from all our S's, 
O that I, who have the greateſt Need, may 
feel the happy Benefit! That where Sin 
has Abounded, thy Grace may much more 
Abound! Look upon me, O Lord, as thou 
did'ſt on thy offending Diſciple; to melt my 
Heart into a kindly Relenting, and penitent 
Concernment for this great Evil: That 
I may look upon him whom my Sins 
have Pierced, and Mourn: And be in Bit. 
| terneſs for the grievous Offences that I have 
committed againſt the Lord of Love, and. 
the Ged of all my Mercies. What is palt 
I cannot recall; but thou, my Jeſus, 
can'ſt remit it, and give me Grace to repent 
it. O give me ſuch true Repentance for it, 
that thou may'ſt alſo give me full Pardon 
of it; and in thy great Mercy be reconciled 
to me, and at Peace with mee. 
And grant, O gracious Lord, that the 
Cuſtom of Sinning may not fo dull my Senſe 
of it; that I ſhould commit theſe great 
Sins with little Remorſe. Nor let it ſo in- 
creaſe my ſinful Inclinatious, that I ſhowld 
be the Servant of Corruption ; giving Har- 
veur and Encouragement to the curled 
Things ; and taking Part with the Enemies 
of my own Houſe, to be the worſt Temp- 
ter to mylelt : Be thou, O Lord, my ſtrong 
Tower 


306 Under any foul Fall, 
Tower of Defence againſt em: And en- 


able me to go on conquering and to conquer, 
_ *till in the name of the Lord T have deſtroy- 


ed 'em. So often have I fallen by their 
Hands that I fear leſt one Day I ſhould ſo 


fall by *em, as never to riſe again: But thou 


my Strength and my Redeemer, art ſtronger 


than the ſtrong One, and able yet to ſecure 


me. O bleſſed Keeper of Jſraell. Keep 
back thy Servant from preſumptuous Sins: 


Let them not have Dominion over me: 
That I may be Upright and Innocent from 
the great Tranſgreſſions. Nor puniſh my 


Paſs Sins, by giving me up to commit Sin 
with Greedineſs. But ſubdue my Iniquities 
that prevail againſt me: And pluck me 


out of the Mire and the Snare, for thy 


Mercy Sake, O that the ſame Mercy, 


which hitherto has held the Hand of Ju- 


tice from cutting me off, and ſo often 


ſpared me, may alſo forgive and renew me. 
And ſo ſtrengthen all the good Things of 
thy Grace in my Soul, that I may be full 
of Power, to defend thy Rights, againſt theſe 
Uſurpations of the ſinful Part in me; and 
may be found ſo faithful until Death, that 
thou may'ſt give me the Crown of Life : 
Not for any Worth in me: but for the 


Mortibineſs of thy Son, and for the Sake of 


thy own tender Mercies in Feſus Chriſt. 
bY. 3 


Than 


N 
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Thankſgiving for Recovery after a: 
Fal ino Sin. 


T Bleſs thy Name, O Lord my God, in- 
J finitely Good, that thou haſt kept me 
alive to this Day; and after all my ilk Car- 
riage towards thee, and all my preſump- 
tuous Boldneſs with thee, and manifeld Re- 
bellions againſt thee, thou haſt, not given 
me over as a Prey, to the deadly Enemy 
ot my Soul, that ſeeks to devour me : But 
do'ſt yet leave me a Reſerve of Hope, that 
it is not in vain to ſeek thy Face, and to 
wait for Mercy at thy Hands, O my Godt 
How wonderful is thy Patience in my Eyes 
that I have not periſhed in fuch Sins! "Tis 
through. thy Grace that I come to pauſe 
and conſider of my Sin and irs =b and 
the Way to eſcape. And therefore haſt 
$ thou ſo ſpared me in all my Sins; that by 
+ helping in ſuch a deſperate. Caſe, thou 
migghteſt ſhew forth all the Wonders of thy 
Grace. 5 5 
O Father of Mercies! Haſt thou yet a 
Bleſſing for ſuch a rebellious Wretch ? And 
may I yet make bold to look forthy bleſſed 
Favour, after J have done thee fuch infi- 
nite Wrong? O the unconceivable Depths 
of Goodneſs, that are in thy gracious Na- 
ture, to uſe me as a dear Friend, who 
have miſbehaved myſelf towards thee, as 


the 
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308 Thankſgiving for Recovery, &c. 
the worſt Enemy! And to leave me Hopes 
of Pardon and Heaven: When 'tis Mercy 
far above all my Deſert, but to ſpare my 
Life upon Earth, and to keep my Soul out 
of Hell And haſt thou, Lord, kept me to 
this Day, and brought me through ſo many 
Temptations and Dangers in my Life, to 
be avenged on me, and to deſtroy me at laſt? 
O my gracious Father, the God of all my 
Mercies ! I cannot think thou ſo delighte/t 
in my Death. I have wronged thee too 
much with all my Sins already; and let me 
not add this ow to the heavy Score, to 
diſhonour ſuch tried Mercy, with the baſe 
Diſtruſt, and Deſpair of its Continuance. 
Ono, I believe (Lord, help my Unbe- 
lief) that thou art not willing I ſhould pe- 
riſh; but by Repentance come to Salvation. 
And O what a gracious God have I, to deal 
1o bountifully with me ! And what a tony 
Heart, to be no more affe#ed with the 
Ticheſt Mercy! O what a Life of Sins, and 
what a Life of Mercies has mine been! 
With Amazement I reflect on both; to 
think how bad I have been towards thee, 
my Lord; and yet how good thou halt 
been to my Soul. O that ſuch Wonders 
of Love, may have the prevailing Force 
upon my Heart, to turn it againſt the Sins 
that have engaged me in ſuch Rebellion 
_ againſt the Lord: And to bring me nearer 


to my God than ever I have been ; and to 
5 | make 


"Re ſpiritual Victory. zog 


make me more abound in thy Love, and 


more delight in thy Service than ever I 
have done. O that I may never commit 
Sins ſo great againſt the God ſo infinitely 


| Good ! But be warned by theſe Eſcapes, and 


won by theſe Mercies, to be more watch- 
ful and faithful 'in keeping myſelf from 


my Tniquity ; continually fearing to offend, 
and endeavouring to Pleaſe thee, my God, 
through Jefus Chriſt. Amen. 


Thankſgiving for ſpiritual Victory. 


FN Lorp Gop, Almighty and moft 


Merciful, who giveſt Strength and 
Power to thy People: And with the 


Temptation makeſt them a Way to eſcape ! 


By thy Grace J am what Iam. And thy 


Grace beſtowed on me was not in vain: 


But helped me in Time of Need, to 


withſtand and overcome the Temptation 


wherewith I was aſſaulted. My own 
Strength, Lord, thou knoweſt, is but 


Meafneſs, and my Heart not to be truſted. 
But thy Hand held me up; and, by the 


Help of my God, I have preſerved my 


Integrity; and ſo refiſted the Devil, as to 
make him flee from me. I find, O Lord, 


by ſweet and joyful Experience, thy Ways 


to be Ways of Pleaſantneſs and Paths of 
Peace: And that in obſerving tay Laws 
there is great Reward, O how much are 


the 


310 For ſpiritual Victory. ; 


the heavenly Raptures of Victory to be pre- 
ferred before the filthy Pleaſures of Sin! 
Shame and Dread and Sorrow are the 
curſed Conſequences of yielaing to the 
Tempter : But Glorying and Confidence, 


and the Peace of God, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, are the Conqueror's Portion. 


I will greatly rejoice in the Lord : My 
Soul ſhall he joyful in my God; who has 
lifted me up, and not ſuffered my Foes to 


triumph over me. They have 7bruyft ſore 
at me, that I might fall; but the Lord 


helped me. The Lord is my Strength and 


my Song, and is become my Salvation. 
The Voice of Rejoicing and Salvation is in 


the Dwelling of the Righteous. The 


Right-hand of the Lord doth valiantly, 


and brings mighty Things to paſs. I ſhall 
not die, but live, and declare the Works of 
the Lord, and tell what he has done for 
my Soul. Bleſſed be God, who has not 
turned away my Prayer, nor his Mercy 
from me. O Lord my God] Thou haſt 
been watchful over me for Good! Thou 
waſt nigh to me; thou haſt ſhewed thy 
fatherly Care of me : And, in Love to my 
Soul, haſt preſerved me; becauſe thou hadſt 


A Fardur to me. I am Thine; and I will 
be Thine; and will love thee, and bleſs 
thy Name, and give thee Thanks for ever. 


Amen, 
A Prayer 


1 


A Prayer for greater Concerrment and 
Diligence for the Soul, and the Things 
of another World. 


LorD God, to whom I do owe my- 
ſelf, and all that ever I am or have! 
Thou haſt given me my Being, and my 


Time and Talents here in the World, as 


Opportunities and Advantages for thy Ser- 


vice; and for the working out of my Sal- 
vation. And, O what have I to do upon 


Earth, but to prepare myſelf for Heaven ! 


When l am here placed between the infinite 


. Eternity of Happineſs and of Miſery; in a 
Capacity for the one, and in Danger of the 


other. O what ſhould be my Care and ut- 


moſt Endeavour, but to flee from the Wrath 
to come, and to lay hold on eternal Life ! 


To provide well for my everlaſting Con- 
dition, and to make ſure Work for my im- 


mortal Soul, in this only Time of Prepa- 
ration! But O how neghpgent and careleſs 


have I been in that which moſt of all con- 


cerns me ! Doing every Thing, rather than 
the great York, which thou didſt ſend me 


into the World todo! And ſo thou mighteſt 
juſtly come upon me, Lord, with a dread- 
ful Surprize, to call me to my laſt Accounts, 
in a Day unlooked for, and at an Hour 


that I ſhould not be aware of. But for the 
Sake of that Mercy of thine in Chrift Feſus, 


which 
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312 For Concernment and Diligence, 
which has prevailed with thee to ſpare me 
ſo long, go on, I beſeech thee, O my God, 
to be merciful to me, in forgiving me all 

my paſt Sloth and Negligence; and in quic- 
kening me to a greater Concernment and 
Aſſiduity, to redeem the Time that I have 

| loft; and to improve every preſent Enjoy- 

ment to my Soul's ezernal Advantage. O 
preſerve me from all the diftracting i Cares, 
and the ſinful Pleaſures of this Life. And 
let me look leſs upon the temporal Things 
that are ſeen : And keep open my Eyes 
towards the great unſeen eternal Things 
that are before me. O make me more con- 
cerned for my everlaſting State, and more 
careful to do that Work, which above all 
Things in the World is moſt needſul to be 
done. O let me dread the Doom of the 
 flothful Servant: And not be liſtleſs to the 
Buſineſs that is of the greateft Importance. 
Tord, ſhew me both the Truth and Reality, 
and alſo the Worth and Excellency of Things 
to come : Both to diſpel all my Doudting; 
of them; and alſo to whet my earneſt 

Longines after them. O give me ſuch a 

View and Apprehenſion of my ſupreme 
eternal Good, as may raiſe my Defrres after 
it, proportionably to it: And make me ſo 
d ſatisfied without it, that I may count 
nothing too much to ds, nothing too hard 
to endure ; ſo that I may at laſt attain the 


bleſſed Enjoyment of it. | | 
O let 
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for the Soul and World to come. 313 
O let the Meditation of Hell be a Pre- 
ſervation to deter me from all the Ways 


leading to that dreadful Ezd : And may I b 


ſo look to the heavenly Foy ſet before me, 
that with all Vigour and Alacrity I may 
put forth myſelf, to get fate into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of everlaſting Glory, O my God, 
give me the Spirit of Viſdem from above, 
to diſcern the vaſt Diſproportion between 
the ſhort Moment of this preſent Time, and 
the infinite Duration of [mmortajity; and 
between the Pleaſures of Sin, that are but 
for a Seaſon, and thoſe heavenly Pleaſures 


that are at thy Right-hand for evermore. 
Seeing all theſe Things mult be diſſolved, O 
make me ſuch a Manner of Perlon as 1 
ought to be, in all holy Converſation and 


Godlineſs; looking for, and haſting to, the 
Coming of the Day of God. Quicken me, 
O Lord, in my Dulneſs, and haſten me out 
of my .De/ays; that I may not prolong the 
Jime of doing what Iam convinced is ne- 
cejary to be done; to ſave me from the ſe— 
cord Death, and bring me to inherit eternal 
Lite, O! towhat Purpole am I troubled 


and careful about many Things, when I 


neglect the one Thing needful! Help me, 
my God, to uſe the Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding which thou haſt given me, in 


looking before me, and conſidering what 
it is that makes for my true Happineſs ; 
and give me alſo Reſolution and Faithful- 


* neſs, 


314 For Faithfulneſi, &c. 
neſs, to chuſe and follow it; whatever Diffi- 
culties at preſent may be in it. Help me, 
O Lord, to remember and conſider all the 


powerful Inducements, which may quicken 
me into a greater Care for my eternal State; 


that my Being may not laſt longer than the 


Good of my Being; but it may go well with | 
me el{ewhere for ever, when all that is 


here ſhall fail me. O that I may now give 
Diligence to make my Calling and Elec- 
tion ſure: And ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate; and labour for that Meat 


which endures to everlaſting Liſe; by pa- 


tient Continuance in Well-doing, ſecking 
for Glory, Honour and Immortality: That 
I may not fall hort of that Reft, which re- 
mains for the People of God; but fo la- 
bour here in thy Work, that hereatter 1 


may reſt from my Labours in thy King- 
dom: Not for the Merit of my Works, 


but for thy Mercy's Sake, in Jeſus Chrift. 
Amen. : = 


A Prayer for Faithfulneſs and Conſtan- 
cy in the Profeſſion of our Religion. 


My Lord and my God, who haſt called 
me to the Knowledge of thy eternal 


Truth, and by the Light of the Goſpel 


' ſhining upon me, haſt made the Way of 
Life and Salvation plain before me ! Be 
thou pleaſed to give me the Ingenuity and 

„„ Courage, 


* 
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For Faithfulneſs, &. 
Courage, ſtill to confeſs thee before Men; 
and to own thy holy Religion, even in the 
Face of an evil and adulterous Generation, 
O let me not be toſſed to and fro, and car- 
ried away with every Wind of Doctrine, 


by the Slight of Men, and cunning Crafti- 
neſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive. 
My God and Guide! Suffer me not to be 


led away with the Error of the Wicked, 


and to fall from my own Stedfaſtneſs. But 
may I ever hold faſt the Profeſſion of my 


Faith without wavering : And hold the Be- 


ginning of my Confidence ſtedfaſt to the 
End. O give me ſuch an experimental 
Knowledge and Reliſh, and Love of thy 


holy Truth; as may make me ever faithful 


and ſrue to it: That my Mind may not be 
corrupted from the Simplicity that is in 
Chriſt ;, and that I may never be put out of 
that Religion, the Goodneſs whereof I have 


perceived ſo much by my own Experience ; 


but may ſtill appear with Zeal for the Reli- 
gion in which I have found ſo much happy 
Advantage, and heavenly Satisfaction to m 


Soul. And grant me, good Lord, to find 
and feel ſtill more and more of the powerful 


Efficacy of true Chriſtianity upon my Heart; 


that I may be rooted and grounded in the 
Faith; and retain ſuch a dear Love of the 
Truth, and take ſo much Pleaſure in the 


Way, which thy Grace has put me upon 
that I may never turn from it, nor prove 
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316 For Zeal and Aclivity | 
_ falſe to it: But notwithſtanding all Temp- 


tations to ſeduce or afright me out of it, I 


may openly declare for it, and ever be true 
to it, and faithfully perſiſt in it to my 
Lite's End. Amen. | 


A Prayer PE Zeal ant Activity 7 in the 


Practice of our Religion. 


Laab, the holy jealous God! Thou 
haſt declared how loathſome to thee 
are the Lukewarm, and pronounced him 


curſed that does the Work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully ; and told us the dreadiul Doom of 


the ſlothjul Servant, who was called wicked 


and condemned, not for committing foul 


Evil; but for neglecting to improve his 


2. ulents. Thou didſt ſend us into this World, 


to provide for the next: And we are a Peo- 
ple devoted to the Lord; that have vow'd 
and promiſed to ſerve our Ged, with all 
the utmoſt and he, that we are, or have. 
This is the one Thing needful, that we were 
- made for, and that we are all moſt ſtrictly 
bound to, and muſt in Earneit mind and 
follow it; as ever we would eſcape the 
Damnation of Hell, and enter into the Joy 
of our Lord. But I am aſhamed, O my 
God, that I have loitered ſo long in thy 
/ /r5vard, and trifled ſo much in thy Work, 
have buſied myſelf about Vanilies, 


act ſlisuted my greateſt 5, Ws Ang 
we 
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in Practice. 317 
well may I now tremble for fear of thy 
Judgments ;, when I have ſo little concern'd 


and beſtirr'd myſelf, as one of thy Redeem- 


ed, zealous of good Works. 

O merciful- Lord! Forgive me all my 
ſinful Omiſſions, and all my careleſs Per- 
formances of the Duties of thy Service. 
And quicken me into a greater Zeal and 
Diligence to promote thy Glory, and to 
work out my Salvation. That I may not 
only contend earneſtly for the Faith and 


Doctrine of the Goſpel ; but be as zealous 
for the Practice of all Goſpel-Duties : So 
ſhewing that T am in earneſt with the Re- 


ligion, whereof I make Profeſſion. 
To glority thy Name, and fave our Souls, 


is the biggeſt of all our Concerns in the 


World : Nothing can deſerve ſo much of 
our Care and Zeal and Diligence ; when 
it is for a Crown and a Kingdom, for Heaven 


and the Glory eternal, and to be delivered 


from thy Wrath, and everlaſting Damna— 
tion, that we ſtrive and labour. O how 
much are we concerned to be 9;zorgas in it, 
and all upon it! Reach to every good Work, 
and moſt induſtrious at the Buſineſs of ſuch. 


infinite Conſequence; abounding in the 


Work of the Lord]! When upon this Mo- 
ment depends the endleſs Eternity to come; 
and all that concerns us for ever, hangs 


upon the poor fort Life preſent, that is 


lo quickly gone, and will never return. 
133 0h 


318 For Zeal and Aclivity 
O my God! Imprint theſe Conſiderations ſo 
deep upon my Heart, that I may no more 


trifle with the weighty Things of Eternity: 


Nor ſhew a cold Inaifferency about that 


which is of ſuch abſolute Neceſſity : But 


may act as one that muſt be a #lefſed or a 
damned Creature for ever; and be as Zzea- 


lous for my God, as ever I have been eager 
for the World; and as active in the Pur- 


ſuit of Things eternal, as I have been to 
purſue the temporal; That I may indeed 
give up mylelt to thy Service; and make 
it the main Care and Buſineſs of my Life: 


So ſhewing the Sincerity of what I do pro- 


feſs, by that Zeal and Fervency, which is 
the Life and Soul of Chriſtianity. O thou 
great Rewarder of them that diligentiy ſeek 
_ thee! Help me ſeriouſly to engage in thy 
Service, and unweariedly to go through 
with it: Not flothful in Buſineſs, but fer- 


vent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord: Exerciſing 


myſelf to Godlineſs, continuing watchful 
in Prayer, keeping my Heart with all Di- 
_ ligence, ordering my Converſation with all 
Uſefulneſs, and running the Race ſet before 
me, with all Chearfulneſs : Full of Life and 
Spirit in thy Work, and full of good Deeds 
and Fruits to thy Honour; ever labouring 
to be accepted here to thy Favour, and 
hereafter to thy Gl 

Yea, make me more zealous for thy Hp: 
nous, O Lord, than for my own. And 


what- 
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' whatever is Izjurious and Reproachful to 
thee, O let me hate it perfectly, and oppoſe 


it ſtrenuouſly : And yet with luch Prudence, 
and Kindneſs towards Men, that I may not 
betray my own Shame, in defending thy 
Glory: Nor let my Zeal conſume, but in- 


flame my Charity: And put me upon do- 
ing all the Good that ever I am able in my 
Generation; to ſerve the Intereſts of my 
Lord, and to help forward the Salvation of 
Souls. O make me valiant for thy Truth, 


and diſcreet in my Conduct: That I may 


neither betray the holy Cauſe by my Fear, 
nor reproach it by my Folly. O let me not 
ſpend my Zeal and Spirits for Earibiy, but 
for Heavenly Things; not for my own Luft 


and Honour, but for thy bleſſed Will and 
Pleaſure; not in frivolous Contentions, 
about the little Appendages and Circum- 
ſtantials of Religion; but in preſſing after 
the vital and ſubſtantial Part; and in my 


 Concernment and Endeavour about the 


great ungueſtionable Duties and Qualifica- 
tions neceſſary to the ſaving of the Soul. 
And grant me thy Grace, O Lord, to live 
ſo zealouſly to the Glory of thy Name; that 
I may come to live #leſſedly for ever, in 


the Glories of thy Kingdom: Not for the 
Sake of my Services, but of thy Mercies, 


whoſe Gift is eternal Life, through Chri/t 
Jeſus our Lord. Amen. 


P-:4 A Prayer 


(320) 


A Prayer againſt Worldlineſs and for 
2 Heavenly Mind. 


e O bleſſed God, art the only 
ns ſatisfying Portion and Happineſs of 
our Souls: In whom alone the Deſires of 
our Hearts may find that Reft and Repoſe, 
which all the //orld elle cannot give. But, 
alas, this World, and the Things of it have 
had too much of my Thoughts, and too 
much of my Heart; till I have grown re- 
miſs in my Aﬀections, and cold in my Love 


towards thee, my God; and thoſe Things 


above, which are molt worthy of my Love. 
I have been eager in the Purſuit of Vanities, 
and trifling Concerns of this preſent Time; 
but O how ſlack and ſlightly in that which 
does molt nearly and eternally concern me! 
Intent upon this World, as if it would ne- 
ver end: And forgetful of the next, as if 
it ſhould never begin ! J have forſaken the 


Fountain of living Waters, to hew to my- | 


ſelf the broken Ciſterus that can hold no 
Water: Diſquicting myſelf in vain, ſeek- 
ing Reſt, and fnding none: Becauſe I have 
ſought where the precious Treaſure is not 
to be found. And fo thou mighteſt, Lord, 
leave - me to inherit my own wretched 


Choice; to eat of the Fruit of my own Way, 
and to be filled with my own Devices; g1V- 


ing me all my Portion in this Life, nen [ 
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Arainſt Worldlineſs, &c. 32 T 
have ſo brutiſhly preferred before am infi n. 
nitely better; and ſhutting me out of that | 
heavenly Kingdom, which I have deſpifed 
for the Sake of this preſent World. 
hut, O thou Father of Mercies! Forgive 
ma all the Defe&s of my Love to thee, and 
all the Exceſſes of my Love to earthly 
Things. And ſo moderate my Deſires after 
theſe inferior Goods, that, inſtead. of doting 
upon the World, I may covet earneſtly the 
beſt Gifts; and ſeek firſt thy Kingdom, and 
its Righteouſneſs ; eſteeming Godlinels the 
greateſt Gain, and all but Loſs and Dung, 
tor the Love of Chrift, and the Glories of 
Zeaven, O ſhew me ſo much of thoſe 
great and glorious Things of the World to. 
came, as may dull and deaden my Affections 
do the Things of this preſent World; and 
cruciſy the World to me, and me to the 
World; that it may loſe the great Force, 
which it has had upon me : That I may be 
more diſengaged and looſened from it; and 
more enamoured with, and intent upon the 
Things above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the 
| 4 tught- hand of God, which will fully ſatisfy 
. and never fail me. O let me not debaſe- 
13 my heavenly Soul, to lie grovelling and root- 
1 ing in the Earth, and licking the Duft.: As 
AI were all ZI, and had nothing to- 
do, but to drudge for the vile Body. O 
may I leſs mind earthly Things, and de- 
piſe the moſt tempting Enjoyments of this 
N 5 5 World, 
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World, for the Love of my Lord, and the 
Hope of his Glory. May my Heart be with 
my Treaſure in the Heavens : Looking for 
the bleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt : Not coveting great Things in the 


World, nor to continue long in it; but 
rather in Care, to get fate out of it, and 


deſirous to be diſſolued, and to be ever with 
the Lord. Even ſo come Lord Fejus. Amen, 
Amen, 1 


A Prayer for Perſeverance and Grace 
to endure to the End. 


FT Ternal God, with whom is everlaſting 


| Strength! Thou art able to Keep us 
trom felling, and to pertorm the good Work 
begun in us, till the Day of Fe/as Chriſt, 
Bur, Lord, thou knoweſt how weak and 


mitable Jam; how wavering and bent to 
 Backſliding ; how apt to decline and fall 


off, after I have been ſet up, and put in a 
good hopeful Way heavenward: And in 
what Danger ſtill to nde myſelf ; after all 


the great Things whichthou haſt done for 
me, O Lord of Love, Have Pity on my 


Tnfirmities, and ſtrengthen me in my Weak- 
neſs. Preſerve me, thou bleſſed Guardian 
of thy People, who keepeſt the Feet of thy 


Saints; O preſerve me from the Danger 
of Apeſtacy, and falling away from any 


good 


? 


's 
ts 
or 
*& 1 
BY * : 
. 5 * 5 t; 
; N 
2 
[ 
4 
2 
. 


ever wrought me. And put thy Fear in 


my Heart, that I may not depart from 


thee, Make me ſo firmly thine, that no- 


thing which befals me in the World, may 
ever part betwixt thee and my Soul. And 
make me ſo reſo/ute for thy Service, that 


nothing which any can ſay or do, may 


interupt me in, or take me off, that Way 
of Life which is above to the Miſe, to de- 


part from Hell beneath. O let me, not be 
of the Number of thoſe that draw back to 


Perdition ; but of their happy Number who 
do believe, to the ſaving of the Soul. 


O Lord God! Thou haſt begun to ſhew 


thy Servant thy Greatneſs, and thy mighty 


Hand : Go on, I pray thee, to work for the 


Glory of thy Name, and periect that which 
concerns me. Thou haſt been my Help: 


Leave me not, nor forſake me, O God of 


my Salvation: But hold thou me up, and 
I ſhall be /afe; and I will have reſpect to 
thy Statutes continually. *Stabliſh, O Lord, 
ſtrengthen and ſettle me: And leave me no 
Will nor Power to re/ft the gracious De- 
figns and Methods of thy Love and Mercy, 
for the healing and ſaving of my Soul. 
And as I (by my Frailty) {till do renew my 


ins, gracious Lord (through thy Mercy) 


renew me to Repentance: And though I 
tall, let me not be utterly caſt down : But 
uphold me with thy Almighty Hand : Pre- 


6 ſerve 
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324 In Proſperity. 
ſerve me to thy Heavenly Kingdom; and 
keep me by the Power of God, through 
Faith to Salvation. O make me ſo faith- 
ful unto Death, that thou may'ſt give to 
me the Crown of Liſe; ſo to endure to 
the End, that I may be ſaved: That in 
the End of my Life, I may receive ni 
glorious Conſummation of all my Hop: 

chat bleſſed End of my Faith, the ic: 
Salvation of my Soul. Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer in Proſperity. 


Leſſed God, rich in Goodneſs and Mer- 
cy | Thou art the Portion of my In- 
heritance and of my Cup: Thou main- 
taincſt my Lot. The Lines are fallen to 
me in pleaſant Places; and I have a good- 
ly Heritage. I abound and am full of thy 
good Things : And ſurrounded on every 
Side with thy Mercies. And ſo thou makeſt 
my Affairs ſucceed to my Mind, that [ 
cannot but be pleaſed and ſatisfied with my 
Condition: And deſire with all my Soul 
to acknowledge, and bleſs and praiſe thee, 
for all thy ſpecial Favours, wherein thou 
haſt made me to differ. Glory be to thee, 
O Lord, who haſt dealt ſo well with thy 
unworthy Servant; and /gnalixed me with 
ſuch great and ſundry Bleſſings. But when 
thou haſt made my Mountain to gy 5 
ſtrong, I muſt not ſay in my e 
2 ay 
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hall never be moved. Whereas, I know 
not what ſhall be on the Morrow, nor how 
ſoon the Sun may be hid, that now ſhines 
upon me.. O Lord! in the Time of my 
Health and Peace and Proſperity, help me 
to remember, and provide for, the Time 
of Trouble and Sickneſs and Death ; when 
the World's Enjoyments ſhall ſhrink away 
from me, and prove utterly unable to ſup- 

ort and relieve. me. Yea, becauſe the 
Proſperity of Fools deſtroys them: And 
the gaining of the World is the Loſs of ſo. 
many Souls; and that Men of the World 
have all their Portion in this Life, grant, 
O Heavenly Father, that this may not be my 
Portion; that I may not abuſe the World's 
Goods to thy Diſbonous, and my own Un- 
doing; nor turn the Gifts of thy Bounty in- 
to Weapons of Rebellion againſt thee : But 
uſe them in Humility and Sobriety, and 
thy holy Fear : Doing the better Service 
to thee, the greater Obligations thou layeſt 
upon me: Yea, making many others to 
fare the better for ſuch thy Bounty to thy 
Servant. O make me as willing, as thou 
haſt made me able, to refreſh the Bowels 
of ſuch as want what I do enjoy. And as 
freely to give as I have received, That 
Riches may not be kept to my Hurt: But 
laid out to do myſelf and others real Good. 
As I have Opportunity let me do Good to 
paces All; 
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all ; eſpecially to them who are of the ; 


Houſpold of Faith. 

O gracious Lord! Take the Snare out 
of my worldly Enjoyments : And preſerve 
me from the Danger and Deſtruction that 


fo commonly attend a full and proſperous 
Condition. And rather turn me out of all 
my earthly Poſſe ions, than that they ſhould 
lie in my Way, to ſtop me out of thy hea- 

venly Kingdom, O let me nat want the 


Afﬀiiftion which thou knoweſt needful to 
my Salvation. And though thou makeſt 


me Poor, or giveſt me T: rouble, let me be 


contented, and bleſs thy Name: Even tak- 
ing away from me e, as well as giving to me. 


But whatever I have here to Zjoy, O let 
me never ſet my Heart upon it; nor truſt. 
in uncertain Riches, but in the ever- living 


God, who alone can'ſt be to my immortal 


Soul, a never ſailing Portion. O preſerve 
me from the Pride and Forgetfulneſs of 
God, and Love of the World, and all the 


Vices and Corruptions incident to a high _ 


and plentiful Eſtate. And let none of my 
Abundance or Succeſs in the World, ever 


puff me up with a proud Conceit of myſelt, 
or a ſcornful Diſdain of others, or wanton 
Kicking againſt the Lord. O let it not pull 


me from thee: But with the Cords of Love 


do thou draw me nearer to thee. And 


with all my other Plenty, my God, let me 


have 
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Have the Fulneſs of thy Grace, and be 


Nich in good Works. And with all other 


Succeſſes, O that my Soul may proſper, 
and be well in thy bleſſed Favour, and 
made glad with thy ſaving Mercy and thy 
good Acceptance of me in Feſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 


A Prayer for the Enlargement and 
Proſperity of the Church. 


Cle 
\ Gop of all Grace, who haſt call'd out 
of this preſent evil World, a cho/en 

Generation, to know thy Will, to feek 

thy Face, to follow thy Ways, and to in- 

herit thy Glory, Bleſs all thy People every 


where, and cauſe thy Face to ſhine upon 


them : And ſo add to their Number, that 


all the Ends of the Earth may remember 


themſelves, and turn to the Lord, and ſee 


the Salvation of our God. Call Home to 


thee again thy once only People the Jews ; 
and take the Veil off their Hearts, That 
they may fee and own their Meſſias. And 
let that Blood of Chrift, which they im- 
precated upon their Heads, to their Con- 
fuſion, light on their Hearts to their Conver- 


ion. Bring in the Fulneſs of the Gentiles: 


And give thy Son the Heathen for his In- 
heritance, and the utmoſt Part of the Earth 


tor his Poſſeſſion. - O give thy Goſpel a free 


and 
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andeffectual Paſſage throughout the World, 


that it may be further Propagated where 


it has not yet Reached: And the joyful 
Sound may be heard, even where Chriſt is 
not yet named. And give ſuch good Suc- 


ceſs to it, where it ſhines already, that all 
9 have received it, may ſincerely obey 
: And every one that names the Name 


| of Chriſt may depart from Iniquity; and let 


their Light ſhine before Men, to the Glory 


of our heavenly Father; and to the adorn- | 


ing of the Doctrine, and advancing the Re- 
gion of God our Saviour. 

Convince and convert both the profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſt, and allo the Enemies. 
of his own Houſe. Beat down all anti- 
chriſtien Powers, both in the falſe Church, 
where Chriſtianity 1s ſo fouly corrupted : 
And alſo beyond the Borders of Chriſten- 
dom, where it is openly oppojed.. O ſhew 
unto them all the Light of thy Truth, 


that they may know it, as it is in Feſus : 


And expel their Preſudices, together with 
their Darkneſs ;, and To bring them to re- 
ceive thy Truth in the Love of it, that they 
may be /aved. O that the true Religion 


of our Lord Jeſus may prevail powerfully, 


and gain more Proſelytes daily, through- 
out the World; that Jeruſalem may be 
the Joy and Praiſe of the whole Earth: 

And that we may ee the Good of it all the 
Days 
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Days of our Life ! And O that all Errors, 
both in Judgment and Practice, the Here- 


fies of Doctrine, and the Ungedlineſs of 
Life, may be more and more Expoſed and 
Confounded, and Suppreſſed, till they be 


utterly aboliſhed ! That the Vickedneſs of - 


the Wicked (being under Rebuke and Dil- 
grace) may come to an End; and that 


Truth and Peace and Holineſs may get 


ſtill more Credit and Authority; and reign 
and flouriſh to the Ends of the Earth; 


through the abundant Grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer for the Reformed Churches 


abroad. 


LESS, O Lord, ineſpecial Manner, all 

the Churches that profeſs thy holy and 
eternal Truth. Protect them from the E- 
nemies that have evil Will at Sion: Preſerve 


*em in Faith, and reſtore to ꝰ em Peace 
where it is not: And continue it to em, 


Where it is. Thou haſt ſhew'd thy People 


bard Things! Thou haſt made 'em to 
drink the Wine of Aſteniſpment: O how 


long ſhall thy Anger ſmoak againſt the Sheep 


of thy Paſture! Make them glad according 


to tlie Time wherein thou haſt afi:#ed them, 
and wherein they have ſeen Adverſity. 


Lord, how long ſhall the Wicked dq! 


How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard 


Things, 
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Things, andtalecraity Counſel againſt a- 
gainſt thy People, and conſult againſt thy 


Hidden Ones! Ariſe, O God, plead thy own 
Cauſe: Remember how the fool:ſh Man 
blaſphemeth thee daily. Help Lord, for the 


godly Van ceaſeth, for the Faithful /ai/trom 


among the Children of Men. O that thou 
would'ſt ariſe and have Mercy upon Sion; 
and that the Time to favour her, the ſet 


Time were come] Thou art our King, O 


God: Command Deliverances for Jacob. 
Ariſe for thy Servants Help: And redeem 
them for thy Mercy Sake. Let not the Rod 


of the Wicked reſt upon the Lot of the 


Righteous: But give a Check and Stop to 
the per/ecuting Spirit, that breaks in Pieces 
thy People, O Lord, and afflicts thy Heri- 


tage. When ſuch wicked Enemies come to 


eat them up, let 'em Stumble and Fall: 


And let thy People never be Aſbamed. Yea, 
not only reſtrain the Remainder of that 
Wrath , but ſo turn it, (as thou did'ſt in the 
perſecuting Saul, ) that the Enemies and Op- 


Poſers of thy Ways and Servants, may be- 
come Lovers and Followers of the ſame. 
O hear the Sighs and ſupport the Spirits, 


repair the Breaches, and haſten the Delive- 


rance of thy Servants; who ſuffer for the 
Teſtimony of thy Truth, and are perſecuted 


for Righteouſneſs Sake | Yea, for thy Sake, 


are killed all the Day long, and counted as 


Sheep 


77 
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Sheep for the Slaughter. O make thy Face 
to ſhine upon thy Servants; and redeem 
Tjrael out of all his Troubles. Be thou, 
Lord, a Refuge for the Oppreſſed ; a Re- 
fuge in Times of Trouble: And come in 
to their Succour z and make them a Way 
to eſcape out of the Hands of ſuch unrea - 
ſonable Men, whoſe Mercies are Cruel. O 
break thou the Arm of the wicked and evil 
Man: And judge the Oppreſſed, that the 


Man of the Earth may no more Oppreſs. 


Shew thy marvellous Loving- Kindneſs, thou 


that ſaveſt by thy Right-Hand them that 


Truſt in thee, from thoſe that riſe up againſt 
them. When their Power is gone, make 


known thy Own : And when there is none 


to help, reveal thy own Arm to bring Sal- 
vation. Such as are Baniſhed, and driven to 
ſeek their Bread in ſtrange Countries, leav- 

ing all elſe behind 'em, that they might 


take their Religion along with them; Lord 


grant them to find Favour with thoſe among 
whom they are ſcattered; and, of thy fa- 


therly Care, provide for em; and, in th 


good Time, reftore them to their Poſſeſſions, 
and to ſure Habitations, and quiet Reſting- 
Places. Or, if thou wilt not abate them the 
Troubles on Earth; yet, Lord, let theirs 
be the Kingdom of Heaven. For the out- 
ward Comforts, which they have loſt. O 
give them heavenly Joys within, and ever- 


laſting Conſolations. And by their Perſecu- 


cution 
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lion and Diſper/ion, prepare them for, and 


conduct and haſten them to, the bleſſed 
Reſt, which remains for thy People, and the 


more glorious Rewards in thoſe heavenly 


Manſions above, where ſuch as dye in the 


Lord reſt from their Labours, and their 


Works follow them. That there (out of the 
Reach of all Diſturbance and Danger) they 
may ling thy Praiſe tor evermore. Amen. 


4 Prayer Jor our Church. 


Leſſec be thy Name, O Lord our God, 
who haſt called us to be thy People ; 
and cauſed the Day-ſpring from on high to 


viſit us, and the Light of thy Goſpe/ to 


thine upon us. Thou haſt big to us the 
Word of Salvation: And made thy holy 
Religion to be our Birth-Right, and the 
profeſſed Religion of our Nation. Thou 
haſt not been deficient in Kindneſs to us, 


gracious Lord ; but O how ſhort have we 


come of our Duty which. we owe to thee 


our God! Great Things {till Time after 


Time thou haſt done in our Behalf : But 
O how little have we done in. thy Service; 
and how much againſt thy holy, good, and 
righteous Lato] We have long experienc- 
ed thy Care and Kindneſs as the Vineyard of 
the Lord, which thy Right-Hand has pla. 
ed Thou haſt hedg'd us about with thy 
Providence 
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Providence; digg'd and prun'd us with thy. 
Judgments; water'd and refreſh'd us with 
thy Mercies : And juſtly mighteſt thou, at- 


ter all, expect the good Fruits from us. But 


alas] our greateſt Fruitfulneſs has been, in 
the Bryars and Thorns of Contention, and 


the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs ; to diſ- 


honour the bleſſed Name by which we are 
called: And to affront the heavenly Good- 
neſs, whereby we have been obliged. So 
unworthy have we walked of our holy Vo- 
cation, and ſo little is it to be ſeen among 
us, how much thou haſt done for us; that 
we mult confeſs, O Lord, thou mighteſt 
juſtly take away the Goſpel of the Kingdom 


from us; and give it to another People, 


that ſhould bring forth Fruits more worthy 
of it, and more anſwerable to it, than we 


have done. 5 
But, O gracious Long: ſuffering God, 
who in Judgment haſt ever remembered 


Mercy towards us! Enter not ſo into 
Judgment with us; for our Unmindſulneſs 


of thee, and our Boldneſs with thee ; our 


 Borrenaeſs under all the Means of Grace, 


our Ingratitude for the moſt precious Be- 
nefits, and our Abuſes of the innumerable 
Bleſſings and Favours pertaining to this 


Lite and a better, which we ſo long have 


enjoy'd; nor remember our Sins againſt us: 


But remember thy own tender Mercies, 


and Loving-Kindneſſes, which have been ever 


[ 
* 


of 


; 
= 


9 
— — . —— > pron nye — 
— — — — — 
© * . rn: 


— —ů— — — — 2 — — 


334 Por the cb. 


of old. O ſay not of this Land, thou haſt 


no Pleaſure in it; but return, we beſeech 


thee, O God of Hoſts, look down from 


Heaven, behold and viſit this Vincyard, 


and the Branch which thou madeſt ſtrong 
for thyſelf. Be thou as a Wall of Fire a- 


bout our Church: To check the Malice 
and break the Forces, of all that would in- 


vade the Peace, corrupt the Purity, and 
deſtroy the Proſperity of it. And be thou 
as a Kefiner's Fire, and like a Fuller's Soap 


in the Midſt of us: To purge away our 


Droſs, and to purify us yet more from 
all remaining Errors and Corruptions. That 


Righteouſneſs | may be the Foundation of the 
Walls of our Church, and Peace the Orna- 
ment of her Palaces. 

O may that Right-Hand of thine which 
does valiantly, work Wonders for our Safe- 
ty. Eſpecially, be thou pleaſed, Lord, to 


work ſuch a holy Reformation upon us, 
that we may be truly a reformed People, 
as well as ſo called; a peculiar People, 


zealous of good Works : a People eminent 
for that Righteoulneſs, which exalts a Na- 


tion; that thou, the righteous Lord, who 


loveſt Righteouſneſs, may'lt bleſs us, and 
with Favour compals us as with a SHield; 
and cauſe thy Anger towards us to Ceaſe; 


and rejoice over us to do us Good. After 


all the Methods for our Good, that we have 


Reſiſted, O what ſhall we aſk, but that 


3 thou 
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thou wouldeſt be pleaſed, O Lord, our 
Cod, to do for us, what thou knoweſt e 
feltual to reclaim and ſave us? and after all 
the Grace of God, that we have received in 
vain, O give us the Grace, which we may 
not withſtand or abuſe, but comply with it, 
to make us ſuch as thou wouldeſt have us; 
and to ſecure to us all thy ſaving Mercies 
in Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Lord, and only 


Saviour. Amen. 
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7 A Prayer for the King, and all our 
3 Rulers and Magiſtrates. 


 Lmighty Lord, the moſt high God, 
5 by whom Kings do Reign, and Prin- 
ces decree Juſtice | Thou putteſt down one, 
and ſetteſt up another; and there are no 
Powers but of Thee; the Powers that be 
are ordained of God. Thy Word directs 
us to pray for Kings, and for all that are 
in Authority. And both in Duty and Incli- 
nation, I become a Petitioner to thy hea- 
venly Majeſty, for thy choſen Servant King 
GEORGE, and all our Governors, of 
what Sort or Degree ſoever. Give thy Judg- 
ments, O Cod, to the King, that he may 
Judge the People righteouſly, and break in 
Pieces their Oppreſſors. Give him the Spirit 
' of Government, and make him wiſe as an 
Angel of God, to diſcern between Good and 
Exil: A Ruler after thy Heart, and a Fol- 
| — lower 


* iy 


336 Tor the King, &c. 


lower of wiſe and pious Princes, in all 


Things excellent and Praiſe-worthy, O 


make him obedient to hee ; and his Sub- 
jects obedient to im for thy Sake. Rule his 
Heart in thy Lear and Love, that he may 
rule his People to thy Honour and Glory : 
That in his Days the Righteous may flou- 


riſh, and Abundance of Peace, with the Li- 
berty of the Goſpel, and the free Profeſſion 
and good Encouragement of thy true and 
holy Religion. Protect him, Lord, that he 


may protect us. Bleſs his Arms with good 
Succeſs and Victory: And his Government 
with all Happineſs and Proſperity. O keep 
him as the Apple of thine Eye: Hide him 


under the Shadow of thy Wings, that no 
Miſchief may betal him, nor any Son of 
Belial come near to touch thine Znointed, 


ſo as to do him any Harm. And may he 
long continue to Rule and Reign for thee 
here in his earthly Kingdom, *till he comes 
to Live and Reign with thee above in thy 
Kingdom everlaſting. 

Give, Lord, to all our Rulers Sprrits 
ſuitable to their Places, Make them a 
Terror only to Evil-dcers, and the Praiſe 


of them that do Well. O that they may 
uſe fer chee all the Power which they have 


received tm thee, not bearing the Sword 


in Valv; but curbing and ſuppreſſing all 
Vice aud Urgodlineſ;; and delending and 


encouraging whatever is Holy and Fuſt 


cell 
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2nd Good. O give them Miſdom to unde r- 


ſtand, and Hearts to conſider, and Abi. 
ties to repair the Breaches, and to redreſs 
the Grievances of thy People. That un- 
der the Prote&ion of the Powers protected 


by thee, and under ſuch Rulers as are 


ruled by thy Word, we may lead get 


and peaceable Lives, in all Goalineſs and 


Honeſty. 


And grant, O Lord, that I, and all my 


 Fellow-Subjects, may ſubmit to every Or- 
dinance of Man, for thy Sake; and in Con- 
ſcience towards God, yield ourſelves tracta- 


ble to the Powers which thou haſt Or- 


dained: That the Fear of God may teach us 
to honour the King; and the Senſe of our 


Duty to the Lord, may alſo keep us within 
the Bounds of our Duty to them, unto 


whom thou haſt commanded us to be Sub- 
ject and Obedient: That we may not bring 
an evil Report upon our holy Profeſſion , 


but put to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh 


Men, by Well-doing. And may all Rulers 


lo rule, and Subjects ſo obey; and every 


one of us, from the Higheſt ta the Loweſt, 
underitand and ſeek after Ged ſecking 


thee, Lord, while thou may'ſt be found, 
and calling upon thee while thou art near) 
that thou "may'|t not root us out from 
being a People, as we have juſtly deſerved: 


But be ſtill our God, and do us Good in 
the wonted Ways of thy Loving-Kind- 


nes 
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338 The Magiſtrate's Prayer. 


nels to us, through the Son of thy Love, 


our bleſied Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 


The Magiſtrate's Prayer. 
Thou great and ſupreme Ruler of all 
the World! by whom all the Gover- 
nors on Earth are ſet up, to reſtrain the 


VUnruly, and to favour thy People! Though 


thou needeſt not the Services of Men or 
Angels to aſſiſt Thee; but can't immedi- 
ately (by thyſelf) do whatever thou pleaſeſt 


in Heaven and in Earth, with the leaſt 
Mord of thy Mouth, with the leaſt Motion 


of thy Will; yet thou art pleaſed to honour 
tome of thy Creatures as thy Vicegerents : 
And to order and govern the Sons of Men, 


by thoſe of their own Kind; exalting ſome 


Cheſen out of the People, to preſide and 
rule over the reſt. Me thou haſt called, 
Lord, to this Honour; and haſt been plea- 


{ed to ſet me above the common Lot of 


Men, as one of the little Repreſentatives of 
thy bleſſed Sf. O King of Glory ! I will 
exalt thee, who has vouchſafed to raiſe me. 
And as thou haſt made me to differ from 
others in this Dignity: ſo make me to excel 


in every Praiſe-worthy Property. O that 


I may repreſent not only thy Power and 
Majeſty, but thy Wiſdom and Holineſs, thy 
Truth and Gocdneſs, thy Fuſtice and "_ 


The Magiſirate's Prayer. 339 
O that 1 may retain a lowly Mind in my 


high Station ; and not forget or it «p 
myſelf, nor inſult over my poor Inferiors : 


But, like the great God, who deſpiſes noc 


any, may I cendeſcend to Men ct low 
Eſtate ; and without Reſpe# of Perſons, 
judge according to every Man's Work: 
Yea, delight to "reſcue and ſuccour the In- 
jured and Oppr ed: To deliver the Needy 
when he crics, the Poor allo, and him that 
has no Helper. 
O! may rather fear my Accounts, than 
be proud of my Office: And in the Fear of 
the Lord, let me ever be careful to execute 
that which is Righteous in the Sight of God: 
And with all Faithfulneſs to diſcharge my 
Trujt, as one that muſt be judged myſelt, 
and find the ſame Meaſure with which I 
meet, And ſeeing the Eyes of all are up- 
on me, and my Place expoſes me the more 
to common Notice, and my Example has a 
greater Influence, than that of a private 
ordinary Man, O make me, Lord, the 
more vigilant and cautious in the Inſpefion 
of myſelt, and the ordering of my Con- 
ver/ation aright: That I may not em- 
bolden others to commit ſuch Wickedueſs 
as I ought to puniſh ; or lead People into 


the Sin "and Ruin, which I ſhould help to 


Jave them from; nor be a Scandal od 


Grief of Heart to the holy Followers of 


Teſs, whom I am ſetup to Patronixe, and 
Q 2 __ Com- 


340 The Magiftrate's Prayer. 


Comfort. But let my Converſation be 


ſuch, as ſhall put to Confuſion diſſolute and 


exorbitant Sinners; as well as my Juſtice 


ſtrike Terror into the Evil-doers. O make 
me a hearty Lover of all good Men, and 


one that honours them that fear the Lord. 
Make me ever ready and forward to defend, 


and countenance, and encourage the Gene- 


ration of thy Children, ſuch as live Godly 


in Chrift Jeſus. And let me with Courage 
exert my Authority, in a zealous Vindica- 


tion of thy Glory; and in aſſerting the 
Rights, and promoting the Growth and Ad- 
vancement of thy true and holy Religion. 


O that the Honour of thy Name, and the 


Intereſts of thy Kingdom, and the Welfare 
of thy Church and Choſen, may be ever 
next my Ileart; that above all Things! 
way ſeek the Things of Jeſus Chriſt , and 


truly and differently miniſter Juſtice to 


the Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, 
and to the Maintenance of thy true Reli- 
gion and Virtue. And all the Power and 


Intereſt that I have in the World, O may 
I ſolay it out, for the Service of thy holy 


Truth, and to ſet forward the bleſſed De- 
ſign of the Goſpel of thy dear Son; that, 
after my Advancement here, I may not be 
thrown down hereafter : Nor receive the 


dreadful Doom for betraying my Truſt, 


and abuſing my Authority: But may ap- 


Pear with Comtort and Joy before my Judge, 
wWwhoſe 


For our Biſhops and Miniſters. 34 f 
whoſe holy Cauſe I eſpouſed and advanced; 
and whoſe faithful Servants I /beltered and 
cheriſhed, and ſhewed the greateſt Kind- 
neſs to them: And with them may be 
raiſed at the laſt to that higheſt of all BI 
and Glory, which ſhall endure for ever- 
rr. 88 


A Prayer for all our Biſhops, Paſtors, 
and Miniſters. 5 

FN Lord, moſt High, the glorious Head 
of all the Church: who haſt ap- 
pointed various Offices in it, for the Per- 
fecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, for the Ediſying of the Body of 
Chriſt: Bleſs in eſpecial Manner all thoſe 
whom thou haſt ſent to bleſs the People in 
thy Name: And make all our /pi#itual Fa- 
thers careful and tender nurſing Fathers of 
thy Church. Grant them Knowledge and 
Grace, both to manage themſelves, and or- 
der their Converſation aright; and alſo to 
watch for Souls, and feed the Flock of God, 
and take the Over/ight thereof, not by Con- 
ſtrait, but willingly ; not by filthy Lucre, 
but of a ready Mind : Caring for all com- 
mitted to their Charge, and giving to every 
one his Portion in due Seaſon : That they 
may rightly divide thy Word, and ſpeak 
it as they ought to ſpeak; and do thy 
Work as thy Workmen, that need not be 


Q 3 aſhamed: 
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eſtemed. O make them Skilful and Faithful 


in their ſacred Callings; and ſucceſsful and 


happy in their good Endeavours, to pro- 


mote the Knowledge and Love of thy Truth, 


and all the Duties of a holy Life. And let 


both their Exemple and their Defrine be 


ſuch, as thall help to /ave themſelves, and 
thole that hear them. O that they may 
peak as the Oracles of God, in Dems: 


_ fraiion of the Spirit and of Power; and 
that they may ſhew themlelves Patterns of 


all the good Things which they preach to 


others; not pre//ztuting their holy Calling, 


to ſerve the [atereſts and Luſts of Men; but 
conſcientiouſly diſcharging it, to the Glory 
of their Lord! Not walking in Craftineſs, 


nor handling the Word of God deceitfully ; 


but by Manifeſtation of the Truth, com- 
mending themſelves to every Man's Conſci- 


ence in the Sight of G: And being ſo 


good Fnjamples to the Flock, and having 
preached to others, themſelves may not be 


Caſi-aways, but experience the Joy of that 
Salvation which they preach: And wh." 


the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, receive the 


Crown of Glory that fades not away. 
Though the World hates, and the Devil 
oppoſes them; and even many that ſhould 
encourage their Labours, do but ſtrive to 
weaken their Hands, and affii#their Hearts, 
O great and good Lord] Do thou ſhew 


thy own Strength to accompliſh thy own. 


Work, 
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Me Author for himſelf, &c. 343 
Mork. Open a wide Door to the Goſpel: 
And defeat all Oppoſition. Stop the Mouths 
of falſe Prophets; and drive away ravenous 
Wolves from the Flock : And give them 


Faithful Paſtors. And, Lord, crown the 


Endeavours of thy Meſſengers with thy hea- 


venly Bleſſings : That they may be mighty 
through God, to pull down the S!rong-bolds 


of Sin; and to edify and build up thy 


| Church, in the true Fear and Love of God, 
and in the right Knowledge and Faith of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And becauſe wile 


Men die, and cannot bequeath their Learn- 
ing and Telents unto others : To ſupply the 
Breaches made upon us by their Mortality, 


bleſs both our Univerſities, and all the 


Scbools and Nurſeries of good Learning, and 
true Religion in the Land, that they may 
ſend forth Men able and apt to ſerve thee 

in Church and State: And to oblige the 


World, by doing Good in their Generations, 
and ſhewing People the Way to be Happy 
both here and for ever. Amen. 


The Author's Prayer for himſelf, as a 


Miniſter, 
Bleſſed Jeſus, my Lord and my Gd 


What high Honour haſt thou done 
me in Calling me to the Office, which thou 


waſt pleaſed to take upon gef Who 
e cameſt 
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344 The Author for himſelf 
cameſt not to be miniſtered to, but to mini- 
ſter; and to preach the Goſpel of the King- 
dom, and teach the Way of Salvation. All 
Glory be to thee, who haſt been pleaſed to 
fo dignify me. But as thou thyſelf (the 


Head of the Corner) art to fome a Stone 


of Stumbling, and a Kock of Offence : So 
thy Meſſengers are to them that periſh, the 
Savour of Death unto Death ;, as well as to 


them that are /aved, the Savour of Life 


undo Life, And if thy wile and holy Ser- 
vant atk'd, Mo is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
Well may I (a weak and ſinful Wretch) 
tremble under the Work of thy Miniſery; 
left the Blood of thoſe that periſh, through 
my Neglect and Default, ſhould be required 
at my Hands; and left, when I have ſhewed 
Others the Way to Heaven, I myſelt ſhould 
be ſhut out. But I look unto thee, O Lord, 
my Life, my Strengib, and my Redeemer, 


_ who haſt appointed me in. this Szation, to 


_ accompliſh me allo for it. O thou that or- 
daineſt Strength out of the Mouths of Babes 
and Sucklings, magnity thy Power in my 
[7 :akneſs, and ſhew thylelt ſo graciouſly 


2. mighty on my Behalf; that I may 


do , Things as I ought, through Chrij 


ſtrenſ thening me. O let me learn from thee, 


what I ſhall zeach concerning thee. Open 


my Underſtanding, O Lord, that I may | 


well underſtand the Scriptures, and rightly 
divide the Word of Truth; and be * 
y 


- 2 


* 


(by ſound Doctrine) both to ex hrt and con- 
vince the Gainſayers. O put ſuch Thoughts 
into my Mind, and ſuch Words into my 
Mouth, that out of the Abundance of my 
Heart, my Mouth may ſpeak to the Glory 
of thy Name, and to the Ediſication of 
thoſe unto whom I make my Application, 
O make me wile to win Se; and watch-. 
ful over them, as one that muſt give an 
Account of them; not entangling myſelf | 
in the Affairs of this Life; but wait ng on 9 
my Miniftry ; taking heed to myſelf, and | 
to my Doctrine, ſtudying to ſhew myſelf 
approved to Gd, and thoroughly furniſhed 
ro every good Work. Give me Skill and 
Conduct, prudently to ſteer my Courſe 
through all Diffculties in my Way: And 
give me Patience and Courage to withſtand 
all Aſſaults and Oppoſition, which I have 
to encounter. O my Lord! Be with me, 
| and guide me, and help me, and ſtrengthen 
| and ſuccour me, now and always, in che 
| great Work lying upon me. Open to me a 
Door of Utterance, that I may ſpeak” thy 
Word, as T ought to ſpeak: And make me 
faithful, and diligent, and ſucceſsful, in my 
ſacred Calling; doing thy Work, as thy 
Workman, that need not be aſhamed; not 
preaching myſelf, but Chri/t Feſus the 
Lord; nor ſeeking the Praiſe of Men, but 
the Honour of my Ged. Yea, make me an 
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346 The Author for himſelf, &c. 


Example of all the holy Properties, and 
Praiſe-worthy Practices, which I preach to 
others. That I may not lay upon them the 


Burthens which I refuſe to bear myſelf ; but 


go before them in the Ways which they are 
10 /ol)cwp; holding forth the Word of Life in 


my Converſation, as well as in my Doctrine: 


That I may ſhine with a Convincing Light 


to them; and not lie a Szumbling-block be- 
tore them : Neither making the Heart of 
the Rightecus fad, nor ſtrengthening the 


Hands of the Viced; nor giving juſt O 
fence to any, but approving myſelf, as far 


as I am able, uſeſul and Beneficial unto all: 


Keeping under my Body, and bringing it 


into Sabjection; leſt that, by any Means, 
when I have Preached to others, I myſelf 
mould be a Caft- -CWEY. . 
And, O thou that giveſt the Iucreaſt, 
command a Bleſſing (T pray thee) upon all 
my Studies and E 'ndeavours ; that I may 
not ſpend my Strergih for Nong hi, nor 
jabour in vain: But that I may make full 
Proof of my Min: ſtry; and be inſtrumen- 
tal (through thy Grace) to convert the Un- 


converted, and to bi up them that are 


in any Meafure Santtified ; and ſo, to ſave 
_ myſelf, and thoſe that hear me; that, 
when I have finiſhed my Courſe, I may 


give an Account of my Stewardſhip with 


Joy, and not with Grief: And . 
the 
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For a Bleſſing upon the Societies, &c. 347 


the Crown of Righteouſneſs at thy Hands, 
not for my Merits, but for thy Mercies 
Sake. Amen, Amen. 


A Prayer for a Bleſſing upon the Socie- 
ties Confederate /9 promote Reſorma- 
tion of Manners. 


F 2 Righteous Lord! thou loveſt Righte- 
ouſneſs: And thy Countenance does 


| behold the Upright. Thou favoureſt them 


that eſpouſe the righteous Cauſe; and wilt 
for ever glority ſuch as turn many into 
Righteouſneſs. Thou haſt not only com- 
manded us to be holy, and to walk circum- 


ſpectly ourſelves; but alſo to ſhew our Con- 


cern for the Souls of others; to contend for 
the Faith, and contend with the Wicked , 
and not ſuffer Sin upon our Brother : But 
apply our Endeavours to convert the Sinner 


from the Error of his Ways, and to recover 


thoſe out of the Snare of the Devil, who: 
have been taken Capi ive by him at his Will. 

Help, Lord, for the Godly Man ceaſeth, 
and the faithful fail from among the Children 


of Men. Even all ſeek their Own: And O 


how few, the Things that are Jeſus Chriſt's ! 
Ariſe, O God, and plead thy own Cauſe : 
And be with them, that riſe up againſt 


the Evil-doers; and that ſtrive to do Good 


to this preſent evil World, by a merciful 


Severity, to reſtrain the Unruly from Undo- 


8 ing 


348 For a Ble fi ng upon the Societies 


ing themſelves: And by executing Judg- 
ment, to ſtay the Plague and Wrath gone 
out from the Lerd againſt us all. Plead 
iheir Cauſe, O Lord, with them that ſtrive 
with them, and ſtand up for their Help; and 
ſtop the Way againſt them that perſecule 
them: And make them ſucceſsful to pro- 
mote the Honcur of thy great Name, and 
the Intereſts of thy holy Religion. = 
O that none of the Correctors of others 
may deſerve like Cenſures themſelves] But 
that they may all be Hameleſs and harmleſs; 
the Sons of God without Rebnhe : M in the 
nidjt of a crooked and perverſe Nation, a- 
ricng whom may they ſhine as Lights in the 
/crld. O give them a tender Love to the 
|  Szuls of Men: A Zeal according to Know- 
[8 ledge : And prudent Conduct, to walk in 
W:/aom towards then that are without. And 
| give them good Courage to endure the Con. 
1 tr a of Sinners, and count it a ſinall 
Thing to be judg'd of Mais Tuagment, and 
help them in their Patience to poſſeſs their 
Sculs; and in Mecneſs to inſirutt thoſe thi! 
oppoſe themſelues. And make the Weapons 
of their Warfare mighty through God, to the 
pulling down flirons Heids, And ſo ſpeed 
them with thy heavenly BI eſſing, that how 
ſmall ſoever was their Beginning, their lat- 
ter End may greatly increcſe: O let them 
go forth in thy S:rength, and prevail and 
proſper, as the Bleſſed of the Lord, 


Though 


For Reformation of Manners. 349 
Though we are caſt into the Dregs of 
Time, where Godlineſs declines, and Ini- 


quity abounds; and almoſt all Abomination 
grows Daring and Impudent : Yet, thou, 


Lord, that do'ſt marvellous Things, can'ſt 
bring Light out of Darkneſs; and, when 


thou pleaſeſt, can'ſt change the Face of evil 


Times. Yea glorious Things are ſpoken 
of the laſt Days: And thy Word foretells 
ſuch a holyand happy State of Things, even 
upon Earth; as this ſinful and wretched 
with. N | 

O when ſhall it be, Lord, When ſhall 
Judgment return to Righteouſneſs, and all the 


World does not yet ſeem to have been bent 


Upright in Heart follow it ? O when ſhall 
the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an End; 


and Prophaneneſs and Lewdneſs, Debau- 


chery and Immorality, Intemperance and 
Extravagance be put to Confuſion ; and all 
Iniquity ſtop her Mouth; and the Righteous 


flouriſh, and Feruſalem be the Joy and Praiſe 


of the whole Earth ! 


The Lord' haſten it in his Time: And 
the mean while give a Check from Heaven 


to the Floods of Ungodlineſs, that have 
lifted up their Voice and their Waves; and 


fay to thoſe proud Waters, hitherto ſhall ye 


go, and no further. 

O cheriſh and proſper all good Begin- 
nings, and all hopeful Proceedings, for the 
Furtherance of Piet; and for the Advance- 

ment 
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350 For a Bleſſing upon the Societies, &c. 
ment of thy Glory. Make Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters, and all Orders of Men, Vigilant 


— — — — 


and Diligent, in keeping their own Hearts, 
and ordering their own Converſations aright : 
And alſo to ſet forward (what in them 


lies) the Reformation and Edification of 


their Neighbours: That all may account it, 
not only their Duty, but their Honour and 
Pleaſure, to have their Hands in this bleſ- 


ſed glorious Worł: and may do it Heartily 
as to the Lord : To the bettering of the 
World, and to the rejoycing of all that (in 


Sincerity) do love our Lord Jos Chriſt. 
Amen. 95 


\ot 


A Prayer 


(351) 
A Prayer for our Benefactors. 


” Deſire with all Thankfulneſs to acknow- 
ledge thy loving Kindneſſes, O Lord 
my God: That thou haſt given me ſo 
many Comforts ; and rais'd me up ſo many 
Friends and Helps in the World. *Tis 
thou, Lord, who haſt the Hearts of all 
in thy Hands, that turneſt the Hearts of 


any to ſhew me Favour, and to, do me 


Good. They are but the Inſtruments and 
Means of Conveyance: But thou art the 
bleſſed Author and original Fountain of 
all the Kindneſs: To thee therefore, where 
alone it is due, I give the Glory, and offer 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe. But for them, 
whom thou haſt enabled, and alſo inclin'd. 
to benefit and pleaſure me, I am oblig'd 
to offer up the Sacrifice of my Prayers. 
O be thou kind to them, Lord, as the 
have been kind to me : Refreſh their Bowels, 
as they have refreſhed mine; and requite 
their Love, and all their endearing Offices 
of Friendſhip, ſevenfold into their Boſoms. 
Make me ſtudious ever to approve myſelf 
Grateful, and ready to make all fitting Re- 
turns in my Power, And be thou pleaſ- 
ed, O bleſſed God, infinitely Good, to re- 
ward them where I cannot; Yea, turn all 
the Advantages J have had from them, to 
their own greateſt Advantage, And for 
. their 
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their Goodneſs and their kind F: avours, 
give them not only temporal Mercies, but 
heavenly Bleſſings, and everlaſting Conſola- 
tions. O give them Chriſt, and all the 
good Things of thy Spirit that accompany 
Salvation: Yea, give them thy own /elf, 
Lord, who art All in All, to be their blefſed - 
glorious Portion for evermore. Amen. 


4 Prayer for our pious Friends. 


LORY be to thee, O Lord, for thy 
Grace, diſcover'd upon any of my 

Friends, O how great is thy Goodneſs, 
which thou haſt laid up for them that fear 


thee, which thou haſt wrought for them | | 


that truſt in thee, before the Sons of Men. 
Save thy People, and bleſs thy Inheritance. 
Feed them alſo, and lift them up for ever. 
Let none that wait on thee, O Lord, be 
| aſhamed : But let all that ſeek thee, rejoice 


and be glad in thee, and ever have Cauſe © 


to ſay, the Lord be magnified, who has 
Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Servants. 
O do good to them that are Good; and to 
them that are Upright in their. Heart. And 
continue thy Loving-kindneſs, Lord, to 
ſuch as have choſen the better Part; and 
{till deſire to know, and fear, and love 
_ thee 8 and to ſerve and pleaſe thee 


better : O anſwer them in the Wiſbes of 
their 
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their Hearts, whoſe Hearts thou knoweſt 
to be ſet upon the Increaſe of thy Grace, 
and perfecting Holineſs in thy Fear. Lead 
them on from Strength to Strength, from 
one Degreeof ſaving Knowledge and Grace 
to another; *till from ſhining here as 
Lights in the World, they come to ſhine 
as the Stars, and as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmement in the Kingdom of their Father, 
tor ever and ever. And while they are in 
the Norld, O do thou keep them, good 
Lord, from the Evil of it: And bleſs and 
_ proſper all their Deſigns and Endeavours, 
to do ſtill more and more Good in it: That 
all about 'em may be the better for em: 
And that themſelves, when they come to 
the End of their Pilgrimage here, may de. 


part in Peace and Hope and Joy; and find 


their Grace exchang'd for the Crown of 
Glory that fades not away; among all the 
| Redeemed and Bleſſed of the Lord, where 

they will admire and enjoy thy Love, and 
2 and magnify thy ©; tor evermore. 
Auen. 


A Prayer for our Friend, whoſe Soul we 
fear to be in a dangerous Condition. 


0 Loxp ! it was a mighty Concernment 
. upon the Spirit of thy holy Apoſtle, 
that made him declare, he had great Hea- 
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bineſs and continual Sorrow in his Heart, and 
could wiſh himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for 
his Brethren, his Kinſmen according to the 
Fleſh: And ſomewhat like to this thou 
knoweſt I feel in myſelf, with Reference to 
ſome of my Relations, eſpecially my poor 
Friend — ., Who ſeems to be even in 
the Gall of Bitterneſs, and the Bond of Int- 
gu: Setting himſelf in a Way that is far 
from Good; and lying under the Danger to 
be for ever Loſt. O what ſhall I do for him? 
And how ſhall I apply myſelf, to be Help- 
ful to him? I would be taught of Gd; and 
I deſireto learn Wiſdom of thee, my Lord, 
and to be enabled, by thy Grace, to uſe the = 
Methods and Expedients that ſhall be moſt 
probable and ſucceſsful to work upon him, 
and to do him Good. O inſtruct me in the 
Way that I ſhall take; and aſſiſt and bleſs 


me in the Means and Endeavours I ſhall * 


_ uſe to attain this deſirable End. 

Tea, thou great Almighty God, who 
workeſt all in all, and can'ſt do whatever 

thou pleaſeſt, toenlighten the darkeſt Minds, 
to faſhion the hardeſt Hearts, to conquer 
the flubborneſt Will, and to turn even the 
molt hopeleſs Sinners to thyſelf; O be thou 
pleaſed to ſhew the irre/itible Efficacy of 
thy heavenly Grace, in the Caſe that is ſo 
ſad, and worthy of thyſelf to relieve. Be 
pleaſed, O Lord, to break in powerfully 
upon him, and diſcover to him what is m_ 

Wi 
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with him; and make him to know the Dan 
ger of his Sins, and in what Condition his 
Soul is. And open, Lord, his Eyes, and 
ſoften his Heart, and turn his Courſe, and 
break the Force of his Temptations; and ſo 
make him a Way to eſcape out of the 
Enemy's Hands: That even the Dead may 
hear the Voice of the Son of God and Live: 
"That the Preſumptuous may be ſtartled, and 
the Secure awakened, and he that is ſo far 
gone, yet recovered: Yea, that the of 
Sheep may be brought Home, and the Sin- 
ner ſo repent and be converted, that his 
Sins may be hlotted out, and his Soul be 
thoroughly healed, and mercifully accepted, 
and eternally ſaved. _ e e 
O gracious God! Thou haſt no Plea- 
| ſure in the Death of the Wicked, but art 
reconcileable in the Son of thy Love, to 
the very worſt of thy Enemies: and not 
willing that any ſhould periſh. O what 
Profit is there in his Blood ! How ſhall the 
Dead and Damned praiſe thee? Lord of all 
Power and Mercy! Get the Glory in his 
Recovery. O ſpeak the Word, and thy 
ſinful Creature ſhall live, and for ever bleſs 
thy Name. Dear Father ! Forgive him all 
the evil Thoughts and Devices of his Heart, 
and all the offenſive wicked Carriage of his 
Life. Forgive him all his Sins of Omiſſion 
and Commiſſion ; and bring him out of all 
the Ways of Wickedneſs and Ruin, into 
which 
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which he has ſtruck out: O bring him at 
laſt, with purpoſe of Heart, to ren and | 
give up himſelf to the Lord. And make 
him diligent to retrieve himſelf, and full 
of Care for his Soul, and very conſcientious — 
and zealous in all the Practices of Piety and 
Honeſty, and Charity, and Sobriety; 
whereby he may approve himſelf to be 
truly Changed; and quite another manner 
of Perſon than he has been, in all Y 
Converſation and Godlineſs. 5 
O grant him an Inheritance among them 
that are /an#jfied through Faith in Chri/t 
Jeſus: And ſend down that renewing Grace 
into his Heart, which may be there as a 
Well of Water, ſpringing up to everlaſting 
ﬀ! Life. Thus comfort and rejoice the Soul of 
1 thy Servant, O Lord, who does wait up- 
on thee, and cry unto thee, for ſuch thy 
ſaving Mercy, to be ſnewn upon me and 
mine, particularly upon this near Aly, 1 
whom I bewail and recommend to thy ö ; 
Grace; even for thy own Mercy Sake, in 
the great Lover and Saviour of our Souls, 
who came to ſeek the Loft, and to call 
Sinners to Repentance, even thy dear be- 
loved Son, our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. *** 


A Pre- 


n 
| (357). 


Prayer for the Unconverted. 


Lorp Gop, Gracious and Merciful ! 
1 Thou art Good to all: And thy ten- 
der Mercies are over all thy Yorks. And 
thou haſt aſſur'd us, that thou haſt no Plea- 


5 ſure in the Death of the Wicked : But that 


he ſhould turn from his Way and Live. 
Yea, thou that did'ſt call Zacheus an old 
Sinner, and Saul a fierce Perſecutor, haſt 
the Power over all Hearts in thy Hands to 
faſhion them, as thou wilt; and can'ſt, even 
out of Stones, raiſe up Children to Abraham , 
and make eminent Saints out of the very 
vileſt Sinners. O Father of Mercies: Pity 
poor Sinners that have not Hearts to pity 
themſelves: Open their Eyes to ſee the 
Error of their Ways, and the Danger of 
their Caſe : Soften their Hearts into a peni- 
tent Concernment for their Sins: And a- 
waken them into a timely Care of their 
Souls. O let thy Spirit convince them, 
how bad it is with them, and ſet their Sins 
in Order before them, that they may know 
their Tranſgreſſions, and what is the Wages 
of Sin, and the dreadful Portion of all un- 
godly Men; and know where their Help 
lies, and what they mult do to be ſaved. 
And the Lord make them Faithſul to their 
Convictions; that they may not hold the 
u in Unrightecuſneſs : But make haſte to 
do 
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do what they are convinced is Neceſſary 
to be done for their poor / bn Souls, 
before it be too late. 

O good G, Give Repentance to the 
Acknowledgement of the I ruth, unto ſuch 
as have oppos'd themſelves, that they may 
be recover'd out of the Snare of the Dew, 
who have been taken Captive by him at his 


Will: That thy Power and Mercy may be 


glorified in their Converſion and Salvation; 

and not thy Truth and Juſtice in their Ruin 
and Deſtruttion. 

That they are ſo far from the Kingdom 


of God, that they contradict and blaſpbeme 


thy Truth, and ſtumble at thy Word, and 
ſet it at Nought; reſiſting the Means of 
their Salvation, and hating and abuſing the 
Followers of Jeſus; turning again to rend 

thy Servants: O Lord, our heavenly Father, 

forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. And ſtop and turn them, as thou did'ſt 


the perſecuting Saul, when he was mad a- 


gainſt the Saints, and verily thought with 


himſelf, that he ought to do many Things 
contrary to the Name of Jeſus. Put them 


in Fear, O Lord, that they may know them- 
ſelves to be but Chaff and õtubble before thee 
our God, a conſuming Fire. And bring 
down their high Looks, ſubdue their ſtiff 
Necks, and break their hardened Hearts, to 
make them to ſubmit unto thee, that they 


may not be lain before thee. 
8 And 
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And ſuch as think they are Rich, and in- 
creas'd with Goods, and have need of No- 
thing ; and know not, that they are wretch- 
ed and miſerable, and poor and blind and 
naked; O Lord, diſcover them to them 
ſelves, and ſhew them the true Eſtate of 
their Souls: That they may be ſorrow- 
fully concerned for their Sins, and appre- 
hend the Peril they are in; and timely /eek 


= 15 out for Help, and fee from the Wrath to 


come. 


Such as are Ignorant and out of the Way, 
and, to do their Souls Good have no Know- 
ledge, Lord, have Compaſſion on them; 
and call them out of Darkneſs, into thy 
marvellous Light; that they may not periſh 
for lack of Knowledge: O let them be 
taught of God, to know thee and them- 
ſelves, and the Things belonging to their 
Peace, betore they be hid from their Eyes. 
O thou that commandeſt the Light toſhine 
' out of Darkneſs, be pleaſed to ſhine into 
their Hearts; ſhew them thy Ways, and 
lead them in thy Truth: That they may 
not be unwiſe, but underſtand what the Mill 


| ofthe Lord is. 


Such as are in pernicious Errors, and 
damnable Heręſies, departed from the Faith 
once deliver'd to the Saints; having their 
Minds corrupted from the Simplicity that 
is in Chriſt, perverting the Truth, as it 
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is in Jeſus; and not only ſwerving from 
the pure Doctrine of the Goſpel themſelves. 


but alſo lying in wait to ſeduce and deceive 


others: O Father of Lights, take away 
the Veil which is upon their Hearts, that 


they may ſee wherein they have Erred, 


and come to receive the Truth in the Love 
of it, and earneſtly contend for the Faith, 
which once they deftroy'd. 


The proſperous Worldlin: gs, Hand fecure Ss 3 
Sinners, ſettled upon their Lees, that are 
at Eaſe in their Poſſeſſions, and admire and 
dote upon the worldly Good, as if it were 


the Chief and only good; applauding 


themſelves in their Portion that they have 


in this Life, as if they had no need of God, 


nor to take care for any other Heaven. 


O dear Father! Shew them how baſe is 
their Choice, ſo to go a Whoring from the 


Lord: And how rotten the Foundation, on 
which at preſent they ſtand. O make 
them to know that the Friendſhip of the 
World is Enmity with God; and that all 


this World can never either ſatisfy the De- 
ſire, or recompenſe for the Loſs of a Soul. 
Yea, open their Eyes, O Lord, to ſee how 


the Faſbion of this World paſſeth away: 


And how ſoon all that whercin they 27 


and delight will be utterly gone, as it | 
it had eder been! And what Multi- 


tudes by ans hos of God, to cleave unto 
Mai mon, 
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Mammon, miſcarry and are leſt and ever 

Arotun'd in that Deſtruction and Perdition, 
from whence there is no Redemption: That 
they may be checked and cooled in their 
Purſuit and Love of the World; and flee 
from its Snares, for the Life of thate Souls; 

and fo leave all for Chriſt, and the everlaſt- 
ing Glory to come; that they may not be 
condemned with the World, but ſaved in 
the great Day of the Lord. 

And ſuch as the Looſe and Prophane, 
and Scandalous in their Lives, making bold 
to rebel againſt Heaven, and committing 
all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs; ſcoffing at 
the Followers of Jeſus, and deriding all that 
is ſerious and holy, and needful to the ſaving 
of the Soul; refuſing to be aſhamed, and 
hating to be reformed; how dangerous and 
deſperate ſoever ſeems their Caſe ; yet, 

Lord, it 1s not paſt thy Help and Cure, 
who calleſt thoſe Things that are not, as if 
they were; who can'ſt 1 Leopard's 
Spots, and the Ethiopian's Skin; yea, and 
bring, not only ſomething out of nothing, 
but the greateſt Good even out of the worſt 
Evil, O! where Sin has abounded, may 
thy Grace much more abound. Thou, Lord . 

God Almighty, do the-great Work of thy 
Grace, to Heal ſuch Wounds and Bruiſes 
and putrifying Sores; and to recover the 
ruinous Sinners, ſo far gone, under ſuch 
deadly Diſtempers, that che Pradigals may 

R come 
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come to themſelves, and ariſe and go to 
their Father: That ſuch as were Dead, 
may be Alive again; and ſuch as were Loft, 


May be Found; that they may yet turn | Y 


from their ev Ways, and come to ſce the 


Beauties of Holineſs, and delight to do thy I. 4 


bleſſed Vill, O Ged, and obtain an Inberi- 
tance among them that are ſanctified 
through Faith in Ze/us it. Amen. 


A Prayer for all Lal 5 deſire tur 


Praye:s. 


LN Lord God of the Spirits of all Fleſh! 
Thy Word requires us to pray for 
others, as well as for ourſelves ; and to call 
upon thee as our common Father in Feſus 
Chriſt, And though I am Unworthy to 
ſpeak to thy heavenly Majeſty. O moſt 
High, either for myſelf, or others ; yet, 
in the Senſe of thy Mercy, and the Obliga- 
tion of my Duty and Charity, I take upon 
me to become an humble Petitioner to thee, 
my Lord, in Behalf of all ſuch as deſire to 
be Partakers of my Prayers: O that they 
may ſhare in thy rich Mercies, according to 
their ſeveral Wants and Neceſſities, They 
are known to thee by Name: O let them 
be known of thee in the Number of thy 
Children. Thou know'ſt what they mot 
need, and chiefly deſire: O thou gracious 
Giver of all Good, anſwer them in ene 
5 —— res 
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ſires of their Hearts, as far as they deſire 
the Things that are meet and good. And 
where they deſire what is unfitting and 
hurtful , convince them of their Error, that 
they may not perſiſt in it. And where 
they ſee not the Things of their Peace, or 
are Cold to that which is moſt for their 
Good; O Lord, ſhew them the ſe.ving Way, 
and grant them a great Love for it, and 
true Zeal to follow it. Bleſs them, graci- 
ous Father, with fo much of the World's 
Good as thou knowelt to be good for\them : 


But eſpecially remember them with the 


_ Favour which thou beareſt to thy People. 

Inſtruct them, Lord, in the Knowledge of 
thy Will, and what they muſt do to be 
Saved. And make them faithful to Prac- 
tiſe according to the Light which thou art 


pleaſed to give them: Yea, incline their 


Hearts to take Pleaſure in the Performance 
of their Duty. Bleſs them, O God of all 


Grace, with that Grace and Tavour of thine, 
in which is Life, and with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in heavenly Things in Ch:ift 


Jeſus. Amen. 


. A 


—— OO OOO OE 


(8364) 


Marriage. 


yet ſtill thou waiteſt to be Gracious; and 
art not weary to ſhew Mercy. Now thy 
good Providence, Lord, has ſet the Fruit:- 
on before me, which looks hopeful upon 
me, and for good to me. If thou knoweſt it 
to be ſo indeed, O Lord of Love, promote 


bleſs and | proſper my Deſigns; grant that! 
may proceed in thy Fear and Favour ; ſo 
as ſhall be for the Glory of thy Name, and 
the eternal Welfare of pe, and thy Ser- 
vant, whom my Thoughts and Affections 


of my Fortunes, as may be a Blefling to 
me, for this Life and a better. And make 
us truly beneficial and comfortable to one 
another in all the beſt Reſpects, pertam- 
ing to our chiefeſt Good. Grant, Lord, 
that we may be Helps meet for each other, 
in Reference to both Worlds; and that our 
Love may be ſincere without Guile; pure 


O thou that faſhioneſt all Hearts, unite our 
Aﬀections upon ſuch Juſt and worthy AC- 
counts, 


A Proyer for the Bleſſing of 0 our intended = 


My Cod. thy bountiful Favours have 1 
exceeded all my Expectations, as wel! 
as my Deſervings: And though I have 
wretchedly abuſed thy Kindneſs and Love, 


and bring it to pafs. And that thou may'ſt 


are ſet upon. O give me ſuch a Partner 


without Luſt ; and laſting without Decay. 


JJ TRIPRYy OTE OT 


; 

X 

25 
-£ 1 
5 
25 o'r 
98 
8 
0 


, . 


Je Huſband's Prayer. 365 
ble to the End. Wed us both to thy 9/e/- 
/ed Self as well as to one another: that our 
Marriage may be in the Lord; and not fe- 


parate us from, but bring us nearer to, 


our God. O grant us new Supplies of thy 
Grace, for this new E/tate of our Lives: 
That we may fill up the Relation into which 
we are entering, with all ſuitable Duty: 
That we may not only be Faithful, in ſtill 


keeping the Marriage- Bed undefiled ; but be 
mutual Helps and Comforts, both in the 
temporal and ſpiritual Concerns; and ever 


conſpire together, to pleaſure and honour 
and benefit one another: And above all, 


to gloriſy and praiſe thee our God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. e 


We Huſband's | Prayer. 


A Ccept my humble Thanks to thee, O 


Lad my God, who haſt provided a 


Help-meet for me, that is thy Gift; and ſuch 
a one as thy good Providence has appointed, 
to be my Partner in the neareſt Relation. 


O teach and enable me, in all Things, to 


carry myſelf towards her, as behoves and 


becomes me in this Station; to love and 


cheriſh her as my own Fleſb; and not to de/- 
Piſe her, nor to be bitter againſt her: But 
to bear with her Infirmities, and forbear her 
in Love, and all Gentleneſs. Nor let me 


1 m 


counts, as may make them firm and dura- 
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inſult over her, as an Hgfericr; but mildly 
ute my Aus beriiy, in treating her as my dear 
Zote-Fellew and Companion, Not rigid in 
oppoſing of her; but comply ing with her, 
and ecndeſcending to her in all her reaſon- 
able Deſires and Expectations. O make 
me meek and patient with her; faithful and 
ind to her; reſpectful and tender of her, 
and well- pleaſed and /atisfied in her: That 
ſhe may find the Refreſhment and Benefit 
of my Fellowſhip ; and not bewail, but re- 
joice in her Choice; to forſake all others 
tor my Sake. O bleſſed Lord, eſpouſe my 
dear Friena to thyſelf, in Loving-Kindnefs 
andFaithfulneſs, and tender Mercies. Bleſs 
her and love her, and make her Lovely to 


thyſelf, and to all. Eſpecially make her 


like the King's Daughter, glorious within : 
That ſhe may not only appear well here, 


but be moſt bleſſed for ever: And grant, 
O Lord our God, that we may be Lovers 


of one another's Souls, and Promoters of 
each other's Salvation. So that after a ſhort 
Converſationhere, we may meet again with 
rejoicing there, where we ſhall never Part, 
even in that Fulneſs of Foy, which is in 
thy Preſence : Where, though there be no 
Marrying, nor giving in Marriage, yet is 


there greater Feſtivity and Gladneſs, than | 


in any Pay of Eſpouſals; and all heaven!y 
| Sweets, and the highest Pleaſures for ever- 
more. Ann. 
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T, ve Wife's Prayer. 
O My God, thou haſt called me to this 


State of Life ; and it is the Di/pe/a! 
of thy Providence that I ſhould be joined 


in Medlock with thy Servant. I ble!s thee, 
Lord, that thou haſt dealt well with me, 


and provided graciouſly for me. O con- 
tinue thy Goodneſs to me, in giving me 


Knowledge and Grace to demean myſelf 


aright in this Relation; that 1 may honour 


and obey the Lord in reverencing and obey- 
ing my Huſband: Submitting to him in all 


Things not forbidden by thee ; ſpeaking 


of him, and to him, with ſuch Words, 


to ſignify the high Eſteem and dear Love 
that I have for him: And ſo comporting 


myſelf, as to give him Content, and increaſe 


his Delight : That he may not only be /a- 


ti qed with me, but take Pleaſure in me. 


And in any Occaſions of Offence, with Si- 


lence, or ſoft obliging Words, let me 


quench the Flames, ſo preſerving Peace. O 


give me the Ornament of a meek and quiet 


Spirit; ſuch as may not only make me 
ſweet and amiable at preſent, but alſo pre- 
vent all ſhameful and miſchievous Efetts. 


O make me Humble and Medeſt, Diſcreet and 


Conſiderate, Careful and Diligent, Faithful 


and Conſtant, Mild and Patient; remem- 
bering not only the Duties and Comforte, 
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368 For a Woman in Travail. 
but alſo the Temptations and Croſſes of the 
married Condition: And taking the wor/? 
with the better, as a Part of my Portion; 

ſtill ſhewing myfelf a Follower of wiſe 
and pious Matrons, in all Things that are 
of good Report ; however I am tried with 


Beere and Adverſity. Bleſs my dear 
Partner, O Lord, with the beſt of thy 


Bleflings; and love him, and keep him in 


thy continual Care, till thou bring him to 


thy heavenly Kingdom. O bind us both in 
Faithfulneſs unto thee, as well as to one 
another. And as we are one Fleſb, fo make 
us of one Heart, and of one Soul, that no- 
thing but Death may ever make a Separa- 


tion between us. And let us not hold to- 
gether only upon the worldly Account, but 


alſo, and eſpecially upon the Religious and 
Godly; to admire, and love, and ſerve, 
and glorify, and pleaſe thee our Cod, 
e Feſies . amen. 


A Prayer for a Woman 1 Travail. 


Almighty Lord God, who bringeſt to 


the Birth, and giveſt Strength to bring 


forth: Shew Favour, we beſeech thee, to 
thy Servant, in the Time of her Need and 
Diſtreſß; and be not far from her, when 
Trouble is nigh to her, and lies /ore and 
heavy upon her : But let her peo 
thy 
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For a Woman'in Travail. 369 
thy Help at Hand, according to the Ne- 
ceffity of her Caſe. O mitigate the Pangs 
and make them 7olerable to her; and /up- 


port and relieve her under the Pain and 


Preſſure that are ſo grievous to be borne by 
her. And grant her, Lord, a timely, ſale, 
and happy Deliverance of the Offspring 


' wherewith ſhe Travails. That ſhe may ſce 


the Fruit of her Womb, with ſuch Comfort 


and Joy, as may make her forget the paſt 


Anguiſh and Sorrow; and with a truly 
thankful Heart give thee the Glory of ſuch 


thy Mercy, who doſt Things worthy of 


God, and makeſt thy Servants a Way to 
eſcape out of the Dangers that threaten to- 

deftroy them. Or ſhouldſt thou turn Things 
contrary to theſe our Deſires, which we 
humbly preſent before thee ; ſhouldſt thou 
refuſe to hear us begging for the Life of 
thy Handmaid, and make this expected 
Birth prove the Cauſe of her Death; yet 


| hear us, O Lord, (weearneſtly pray thee) 


for her Soul; that it may be ſafe in thy bleſ- 
ſed Hands : That ſhe may be prepared for 
a better Life ; and find the beſt Deliverance 
of all from all Sin and Miſery, into the 
Perfection of Holineſs, and the Fulne/s of 
Joy; there to live in thy Love, and to ſing 
thy Praiſe, for evermore. Amen. 


R 5 E 


e 5 
A Thenkſgiving after a ſafe Delivery. 


Leſſed be for ever thy Name, O Lord, 
| } our gracious Ged, who remembereſt 
us in our low Eſtate, and doſt not abhor 
the Affliction of the Afflicted; but heareſt 


thy Servaats, crying to thee in their D/ 


zreſs; and ſendeſt Relief and Help in Time 
of Need. O that we may praiſe thee, Lord, 
as we ought, for ſuch thy Goecdrefs and 
wonderful Works to the Children of Men! 


oa bringeſt down, and raiſeſt up; thou 


giveſt Trouble and ſendeſt Comfort; throw- 
eſt down under Feors and Gries; and again 
reviveſt our Ilopes and Jays. Thou, O God, 
art good in all : And wortny to be dit 
red and praiſed, in every Diſpenſation of 


thy Providence. But chi fly we are affec- 
ted with thy ſeaſonable Aids of our Miſe- 


ry: When thou giveſt us Beauty for Aſhes, 


the Oil of Gladneſs for Mourning, and the | 
| 5 


Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Hea- 
vineſs. So thou haſt now (bleſſed be thy 
Name!) refreſhed thy afflicted Hand-mard; 
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and rejoiced the Souls of thy Servants. And : 


here we offer up unto thee, O gracious 
Zcrd, all our devout: Acknewledgments of 
thy Loving-Kindneſs; and the Sacriſtce of 
our unfeigned Thanks and Praiſe for this 
ſweet reviving Mercy, which is as Life from 
the Dead. O that thy Hand-maid, and or 
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For our Children. „ 
of us, may be duly ſenſible of ſuch Favour 
from the Lord! And for all thy great Good- 


> neſs, and theſe continual Obligations from 


above, may we give thee all the Love of 
our Hearts; and the Service of our Lives, 
and the Glory due to thy bleſſed Name, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 2 


A Prayer for our Children. 


thou haſt given me, I return, and 
ſerrender them up to thee. O that they 
may know thee, and be owned by thee, 
every one, from the greateſt to the leaſt. 
Pour out thy HHirit upon my Seed, and thy 
fling upon my Offspring. Make them, 


Jord, thy Children, by Adoption and ſpiri— 


tual Regeneration. O take Poſſeſſionof their 
Hearts, and ſeaſon their tender Years with. 


thy heavenly Grace. And teach thoſe who 
have the zeachiaz of them; that they may 


be brought up in the Nature and Admo- 
nition of the Lerd, and trained up in the 
Way that they ſhould go. I have helped 
to bring them into the World, Children of 
[/rath : O that thou wouldſt make me In- 
itrumenta] to ſet them up in thy Church, 
the Children of Grace. Lord have Merc 

upon them, and ſpeak Life to their Soy/s : 
And whatſoever elſe they want, O let them 


| have thy Grace, and the Portion of thy 
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372 For our Children. 
Children. My God! Be thou a gracious 
Father to them, and a.merciful Provider 
for them in all Eſtates, all Affairs and E- 
vents of their Lives. Diſpoſe them, and 
whatever concerns them, to thy Glory, and 
to the promoting of their Salvation ever- 
laſting. 75 
Shouldſt thou take them from hence be- 
fore me, O fit them for thee; and make 
me willing to re/ign them to thee. Or if 
thou take me from them, O my Lord, 
take them up, and be an infinitely betten 
Father to them, when I am gone. O keep 
them from the Evil of this World; and 
conduct and bring them ſafe through it to 
a better. Take thou Care even of their 
| temporal Concerns, and chuſe their Inheri- 
tance for them ; that they may find a con- 
venient Being here, and an eaſy Paſſage 
through the preſent Life. But eſpecially my 
God, take Care of their Souls; and give | 
them the bleſſed Treaſure in Heaven, that 
when they ſhall be deprived of all here, 
they may be taken into the glorious King- | 
dom above; to live with thee and all the 
heavenly Hoſt, World without End, 


Amen. | 


* 2 . Lacy 5 oy us 


A Prayer for our Parents - 


LoRD Gop, my heavenly F ather, 1 
here proſtrate myſelf before thee, to 


beg thy Bleſſing, Grace and Mercy, upon 


my earthly Parents. Caſt em not away in 
the Time of their old Age, forſake em not 


when their Strength fails em; but have 
| Compaſſion, Lord, on their 1nfirmities, and 


help them in all their Feakneſs. O remem- 
ber not againſt them any of their —_ 
Iniquities ; but according to thy Mercy 
remember them, for thy goodneſs Sake in 


Jeſus Chriſt. O that the true Viſdom may 


be with them, and abundance of thy Grace 


upon 'em: That their hoary Heads may be 
found in the Way of Rzghteouſneſs, and 
their Souls be ever precious in thy Sight. O 
let Goodneſs and Mercy follow them all 


the Days of their Life. Let their Iaſt Days 
be their beft Days; and the longer they live 

here in the World, make them ſtill the 
readier to die, and the fitter to live with 
thy bleſſed Self, in the glorious Life eter- 


nal. O be thou their Guide until Death; 
in Death their Sapport and Comfort : And 


when Heart and Fleſh, and all here ſhall 


fail 'em, O do thou never fail*em ; but be 


the Serengtb of their Hearts, and their 


Portion for evermore. Amen. 


The 


(374) 
The Widow's Prayer. 


 Ever-living and All- diſpoſing God | 


thou haſt taken from me the Friend 


of my Boſom, that was even as my own 


Soul; And by the Want, now taught me 
the J/orth of that Bleſſing which I was not 


fo therkful for, nor ſo careful as I ought, 


to uſe and improve (in the E njoyment) to 
thy Glory. I ſubmit to thy over-ruling 
Hard, which is always 7uft, though ſome- 
times Heavy ; (as now | feel it upon me.) 
O deliver me, Lord, from the Sins which 


are the Cauſe of thy Diſplerſure: And for- 


give me all wherein ever J have foiled to- 
wards thee, or towards my dear Partner. 
He was thy Gift, and it was thy Goodneſs 
that I enjoyed, and thy Help and Comfort 
that I found in him : Who can'ſt ſupply to. 


me by Fhyſelf what I received from thee 
by his Hands: For thou art ſtill the ſame 
eternal Fountain of Goodneſs ; whatever 
Means of Conveyance thou cutteſt off from 


us. O pity me, Lord, under the Breach 


which thou haſt been pleaſed to make upon 
me, and ſupport me in the Dejection of my 
Heart, and guide and comfort me in all 
the Perplexity of my Thoughts. With- 
draw not thou thyſelf from me, O my 
Gcd, now Trouble is upon me; but make 


even the bitter Piſpenſation a happy Occaſion 
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The Orphan's Prayer. 375 
to bring me nearer to thyſelf, by remov- 
Heart; and to raiſe this Heart of mine 


from the preſent World to a better (where 
I hope my dear Friend is now with the 


Lord.) That as a Widow indeed, and de- 


folate, and deprived of former Helps, I 


may truſt in God and continue in Supplica- 

lien and Prayers Night and Day. O thou 
that haſt a peculiar Care, and tender Re- 
gard, for the Widows, be pleaſed to eſpouſe 
my Concerns, and direct my Path, and 
ſhew me what I have to do, and it me for, 
and aft me in, every Duty now incumbent 


upon me. O let my Mater be my Vi 


and to teach me, and help to defend and 
comfort me; to deal graciouſly with me, 
and to be All in Al to me. And bring 
me /afe, O my Ged, through this Yale of 


Milery, to the bleſſed Kingdom of thy 


Glory ; for the Sake of thy beloved Son, 


my only Saviour Jeu, Chriſt, Amen. 
The Orphan's Prayer. 


\ Lord my Gd] Thou art Fe that 

took me out of my Mother's Womb: 
art pleaſed to ſtyle thyſelf in a peculiar 
Manner, the Father of the Fatherleſs. Now 
am I left unto thee, my Eyes are upon 
thee, and I defire to pour out my Soul be- 
fore thee, intreating thy gracious Favour, 


3 to 


ing that which lay bertꝛixt thee and my 


376 The Orphan's Prayer. 


to have Compaſſion on me, and leave me 
not Deſolate, expoſed to the Wants and 
Miſchiefs and Dangers of this wicked and 
miſerable World: But when my Father and 
Mother have for ſaken me, O Lord, do thou 
take me up; and be a Father, and the beſt 
of Fathers to me, and till a gracious Pro- 
vider for me. Guide me, O my heavenly 
Father, and my Friends alſo, that are con- 
cerned in the diſpoſing of me and my Af- 
fairs. O be thou pleaſed to chuſe my In- 
heritance for me; and order me, and all 
that concerns me to thy Glory; and to the 
promoting my preſent Warfare, and my 
everlaſting Happineſs. Direct my De/igns, 
that they may be agreeable to thy bleſſed 
Will; and bleſs and proſper my Under- 
takings and Endeavours, that they may 
fucceed according to my Deſire, and ſo as 
to give me Occaſion for thy Praiſe. My 
Lord, J commit myſelf to thee! O be thou 
my God and Guide even unto Death. Be 
ever watchful over me for good, and pre- 
ſerve and keep me, and conduct and lead 
me, in all the Variety of Eſtates and Affairs 
of this Life, *till thou haſt brought me to 
inherit the bleſſed Portion of thy " Children, 
in that moſt ſweet and glorious Life, which 
ſhall never fail. Grant this, O merciful. 
Father, for thy dear Son's Sake, my only 
Saviour, 2298 * Amen. - 
The 


e 
The Aged's Prayer. 


CN Loxp of my Life: Thou art my God 
from the //omb ; my Hope and Truſt 


from my Youth! By thee I was brought 


into the World; and upon thee I have lived 


all my Days. O with what Patience and 
Long - Suffering haſt thou enduredme! And 


with what Loving-Kindneſs and tender 
Mercies ſtill prevented and followed me 


How many have I ſeen ſnatchedout of this 


Life (as I fear) miſerably unprovided for 


their Death! Whereas thou prolongeſt my 


Days, and together with more Days, ſtill 


addeſt new Mercies to my Life. O that it 
may be in Mercy to my Sou, that I am 
ſuffered to live ſo long in the World! That 
as my Life is lengthened out, ſo all that 


concerns my Salvation may be filed up 
That I may redeemthe Time, and improve 
all the Opportunities and Means of Grace 


which thou art pleaſed to put into my 


Hands, for the beſt Profit and Advantage 
of my Soul! That my Age may be the good 
old Age: and the remaining Time of m 
ſojourning here, the bet of all my Time. 
Though my Sight is dim to the World; 
let my Eyes be eyer towards the Lord; and 
open to ſee the Things of my Peace. 


Though my Ears are dull of Hearing ; 


let my Heart be attentive to thy Calls, and 
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378 The Aged's Prayer. 
to hear thy Voice, while it is called 7 Day. 
Though I cannot (as formerly) reliſh the 


Pleaſures of Meet and Dr ink; yet let me 


taſte the Goodneſs of the Lord, and ſavour 
the Things of the Spirit of Cod, and hun- 
ger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and thoſe 
Pleaſures which are at thy KRight-Hand for 
evermore. And tho' my Limbs are Weak, 


and my Strength will not ſerve me to travel 


abroad as I have done; yet make me 


ſtrong in the Lord, to do thy Work, and to 


walk in thy Ways; and to perform my 
great Journey Home, to my Houſe eternal 
in the Heavens: And ſeeing there is no 
Man that liveth and ſhall not ſee Death; 


and the longer I have eſcaped it, the nearer 
J am now to it, and ſhall one Day certain- 
ly fall by it; and muſt every Day reckon 


upon it, and know not but my Soul this 
Night may be required of me: O let not my 
Tones of Days tempt me to forget their 
End, or to put my loft Day far from me: 

But let me keep it ever in my Proſpect, as 
drawing gh to me; that I may order all 
my Concerns, not only like a Stranger and 
Sojourner with thee, as all my Fathers were; 
but as a dying Man, and ready to drop 1n- 
to the Grave, Waiting, Watching, and 
Preparing for the Coming of my Lord ; 


that at thy Coming, thou may 'it find me 
ſo doing. 


And 


90 
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And becauſe I am old in Sins, as well 
as in Years; pull'd down with Iniquity, as 


well as with Age; and the Number of my 
 Tranſereſſons, exceeds not only my Years 
and Days, but even the Hours of my Lite, 


and the Hairs of my Head : Where I can- 
not (alas!) pretend to my Innocence, O my 


gracious Lord, give me true Repentance ; 


and that godly Sorrow for my Sins, which 


may prevent my going down in a worſe 


Sorrow to my Grave. Thou haſt ſaved 
many old Sinners; O Grd, be ſo merciful 
to me a Sinnrr. Put all my Sins upon the 


Account of thy dear Son: And waſh me 
thoroughly from them, in the Fountain of 
his precious Blood. e O merci- 
ful Lord, acquit and diſc 
Sins that lie heavieft upon me; and that 


make the Thoughts of Death and Judg- 


ment moſt frigbiſul to me. O give me, 
Lord, ſome Tokens for good, that I ſhall 


find ſuch Mercy at thy Hands, that I may 


depart in Peace, and finiſh my Courſe with 

Jay, and, in the End of my Life, be num- 
bered among the Redeemed and Bleſſedof the 
Lord, through the tender Mercies of my 


Ged, and the all- ſufficient Merits of my 


only Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 


. 


harge me from the 
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( 380 ) 
The Child's Prayer. 
My good God, who haſt made me, 


have Mercy upon me, and teach me 


to know thee: and incline my Heart to 
love thee | and enable me in all my Life, to 
do thy Vill, as I ought to do. Thou haſt 77 
formed me in the Womb for thyſelf, and 


in the Church Ihave been devoted, and of- 


fered up to che Lord, as thy dear Child: in 
all Duty to wait upon thee. O thou bleſ- 


ſed Guide of my Youth! Give me thy 


Grace, to underſtand and ſeek after God; 

E to ſeek the Lord early, and to remem- 
ber my Creator, and bear the Yoke in the 
Days of my Youth : That thou may'ſt not 
be unmindful of me in the Time of Age; 
but make me to find a never- failing Com- 

fort in my latter Days. As J grow in Years 
and Stature, ſo help me, Lord, to grow in 
Wiſdem and Grace, and in Favour with Cod 
and Men. O keep me from the Evil of 
this World; and carry me ſafe through it 


to the heavenly Kingdom. Make me obe- 


dient and tractable to my Parents and Tea- 


chers: and lowly and reſpectful and cour- 
teous to All. And bleſs me, and help me, 
Lord, in my Learning of all ſuch Things as 


ſhall ſtand me in ſtead, and do me good. O 


my heavenly Father ! Take Care of me, and 
provide for me; and ſo diſpoſe of mein the 
World, 


E 
Live 


Eos 
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World, that I may be 2ſ ful, and ſervice- 


able in my Generation, and a Bleſſing to the 


Place where thy Providence ſhall ſettle my 
Abode. Preſerve me, O my Lord, from 
the Infection of bad Examples, that I may 
not be led away and enticed, to follow the 
ungodly Deſpiſers of thy Laws and Reli- 

gion; but make me a Lover and Follower | 
of ſuch as are Good and Godly; and a Pat- 
tern of all that is commendable for others 
Imitation. O God, thou knoweſt my Fool- 
i/hneſs, and ſeeſt how Weak I am: O look 


not upon my Follies, nor remember the 


Sins of my Youth ; but have pity on my 
Infirmities, and paſs by my Failings. And 
thou, that out of the Mouths of Babes and 
Sucklings haſt ordained Strength, O magni- 
fy thy Power in my Weakneſs, and make 
me a profitable Member of Society, and the 


Inſtrument of thy Glory. Leave me not, 
O Lord, to myſelf, in the Hands of my 
own Counſel; but let me be taught of God 


how to behave myſelf, and what to do. 


And take thou the gracious Charge and 
Guidance, and Government of me; and kee 


my Heart ſtill in thy Fear and Love; and 
direct all my Ways to pleaſe thee, my God, 
through 7eſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A Prayer 


1 
| 
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A Prayer to be wed by the Rich and 
Great. 


\ Lox, the gracious Giver of all our 
good Things! Thou haſt opened thy 


Hand to me in a bountiful Manner, and 


giveſt me all Things plenteouſly to enjoy: 


So that I am full and abound in the Store, 


wherein many of my Neighbours are Indi- 


gent and Wanting: O thatthis Plenty which 


I have for my Bedy, may be in Mercy and 


Love to my Soul And that I may not be 


ut off with my Portion in this Life, nor 


eſt in the Gifte, forgetting and lighting 
the bleſſed Gzver ! For better I never had 


the World's Goed, if I am never the be:- 
ter for it. And the more I have, the ſad- 


der Account I ſhall make, if I do not Gcod 
to myſelf and others with it. The Pro/- 
Perity of Fools deſtroys em. O good 


God! Grant this may not be my Caſe, that 


J may not ſo abuſe my proſperous Cir- 


cumſtances, to rebel againſt thee, my Lord, 


with thy own Bounty; and carry worſt to- 


wards thee, when thou dealeſt beſt with 
me. I am thy Steward, O Lord; grant, 


I beſeech thee, that I may be found faith- 
ful in what is committed to my Truſt; 
that! may honour thee with my Subſtance, 1 


and ſerve the Ends of thy holy Religion, in 


my proſperous Condition. O that with the 
Fulneſs 


For the Rich and Great. 383 


Fulneſs put into my Hands, Leanneſo may 


not be ſent into my Soul! Thar I may not 


wax proud and wanton, and carelets 1 
ſeeking after a better World: when I am fo 


well provided in this! O let not my Riches 


choak thy Grace, nor dull my Zeal in thy 
Service. But the more thou haſt done for 
me, my God, make me the more careful 


to approve the Thankfulneſs of my Heart 


to thee; and the more concerned to pleaſe 
thee, and the more fearful to effeng thee. 


Seeing thou haſt pronounced it ſo hard, for 
the Rich to enter into thy Kingdom; O 
keep me in continual Vigilance, to eſcape 


the Temptations and Dangers to which 1 
am expoſed in this Condition. And teach 


me, good Lord ! how to abound, and to 


uſe this World without abu/ing it. That 


the bodily Proviſions may not (through my 


Folly) become Snares and Hindrances to 
my Soul; but by thy Mercy may be Helps 
and Encouragements to my Duty. 
O let me not 7ruft in uncertain Riches, 
nor value myſelf upon what I have of the 
World; but be covetous after the true 


Treaſure of thy heavenly Grace and Love; 
and count all Things but Loſs and Dung, 


that I may win Chriſt and be rich. in good 


Mors, and abound in the Fruits of Right- 


eouſneſs. As thou filleſt me with thy good 
Things, ſo fill my Heart with thy Leve 


and Grace to uſe every Gift aright to thy 


Glory, 
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Glory, who haſt made me ſo much to differ 
from Multitudes of poor Creatures here in 


the World. O let me not deſpiſe any, a- 
bove whom thy diſtinguiſhed Kindneſs has 
raiſed me. But give me a Heart to con- 


deſcend to them of low Eſtate : And amidſt 


all my Plenty to be cloathed with Humility, 
and forward to all the Offices of Charity; 
ready to communicate, willing to diſtribute; 


laying up in Store the good Foundation a- 
gainſt the Time to come, that I may lay 
hold upon eternal Life; and ſo making me 


Friends of the unrighteous Mammon, that 
when I fail they may receive me into ever- 


laſting Habitations. Whatſoever I have in 
the World, O that I may have it, Lord, 
with thy Leave and Love, ſanctified to me, 


by the Word of God, and Prayer; and by 
a right Uſe and conſcientious Improvement 
of it to the Honour of thy Name, from 
whom every good and perfect Gift does de- 
ſcend. O let me never gain the World, at 
the Hazard and Loſs of my own Soul; 
but rather than ſo, let me be ſtrips of all 


which J have in this Life; that I may in- 


: berit the heavenly Treaſure, and Life 
eternal, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
. 
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4 Prayer to be uſed by fuch os are 


Poor and Low in the World. 


* Lord, the great Diſpoſer of all our | 


Eſtates and Concerns! Thy Providence 


appoints every one their ſeveral Stations 


andit is thy Will that there ſhould be Peer 
and Low, as well as Rich and Iligb in the 
World. One Thing is zcecful; and it is 


not what we have of the 1/01d, but what 
wie are towards God, that will do us Good, 
and make us Happy. If thou ſhower not. 
down Plenty upon me, yet, Lord, give me 


what is needful and convenient for me. And 
however thou dealeſt by me for the Things 


of this Life; O deny me not the Riches of 


thy Grace, and the ſaving Good of thy Cho- 


ſen, which is better than Thouſands of GC 


and Silver. Teach me, my God, to ſuffer 
Need, without repining at my Lot, or co- 


veting what I have not, or envying thoſe. 
that have it. O make me contented with 
my Portion, and not aggrieved to be O 
ſecure and Mean in the World; fo that I 


may be known to Heaven, and accepted in 
the Sight of thee, my God, through eſis 


Chriſt, Let me never ſtretch out my Hand 
to Iniquiiy; nor ſeek to help myſelf, by 
any diſhoneſt Ways of getting; but chule 
rather to be Poor than Wicked; and to want 
my dail; Bread, rather than thy Heavenly 
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386 For the Poor and Low. 
Grace : Caſting all my Care upon 7 hee, and 


truſting to thy fatherly Care, to provide 
tor me. Let my Labour, working with my 


Hands, the Thing which is good (in all 
that I can) to miniſter to my Neceſſities: 


And may thy Bleſſing ſucceed and proſper 


all my honeſt Deſigns, and poor Endea- 


| V.OULS» 


And the 551 have of this World, 0 


let me be in greater Care, to lay out and 


labour for an infinitely Better] That I who 


have no Inheritance upon Farth, may be 


made meet to be a Partaker of the Inheri- 
tance of thy Saints in Light: That I may 
not loſe hot Worlds; nor paſs from my 
/mall Things here, to be out of all for 
ever; but may have my Treaſure in Hea- 


ven, and thy bleſſed Self, O Lord, to be 
my Portion for ever : Being found among 


thoſe Poor of this World, whom thou haſt. 


Choſen, that are rich in Faith, and Heirs of 


the Kingdom which thou haft promiſed to 


them that love thee. 


And bleſſed be thy Name, O righteous 


God! That with thee there is no Reſpect of 
Perſons; but the Poor are as capable of it 
as the Rich: Yea, when it is ſo hard for 
the Rich to enter, that thou haſt put out 
of my Way many of the Snares and Temp- 
tations that hinder others. And my Poverty 
cannot keep me out of thy Glory; but when 


1 am alſo poor in Spirit, as well as lor 
in 
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For the Maſter of a Family. 387 

in the World, I have the Promiſe of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, My God? Grant 
me that Poverty of Spirit, and thoſe better | 
Things that accompany Salvation. And 


then how ſhort ſoever I am kept in this 
Life, ½ Will be done: Though I have no- 


thing to depend upon in this World; yet | 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 


God of my Salvation: Having thee for my 


God, and chiefeft Good, and my moſt gra- 
cious Father in Jeſus Chriſt. O Lord, give 


me thyſelf, and then I have Al: And for 


that beſt of Gifts, I will bleſs thy Name for 


evermore. Amen. 


The Maſter of a Family his Prayer. 


z Moſt high God, the great Lord of all, 


whoſe Providence diſpoſes the ſeveral 
Ranks of Men in the World; and thy Word 
gives Rules to; Maſters, as well as Servants, 
howto demean themſelves in their reſpective 


Places. Tis thou, my Lord, who haſt made 


me the Head of this Houſe: O that I may 
walk in it with an upright Heart; and not 


ſhelter any ill Thing Henſtveto God or Man, 


under my Roof! But countenancing the 
Picus, correcting the Vicious, and yielding 
myſelf a Pattern of all that Good which 
ought to be ſeen in the reſt, let me ſo 


command my Children, and my Houſhold 


after me, that they may keep the Way of 
| S 2 the 


388 Ter the Maſter of a Family. 


the Lord. And as for me and my Houſe, 


let us ever in Faithfulneſs ſerve the Lord. 


O that there may not be a Hypocrite, nor 


an unrenewed, prophane Perſon among us. 
Let not me that am called a Maſter, my- 
elf. ſerve Sin; nor be enſlaved by my own 
Paſſionsand Luſts; but have the Dominion 
over myſelf; and keep my Eyes ever wait- 


ing upon the Lord my God, even as the 


Eyes of Servants are to the Hands of their 


Maſters. 


O that my Nie may be the Spouſe of 


Chriſt; my Children the Children of God; 
my Servants the Servants of the Lord! And 
all the Members of my Family the true 
| Members of thy Church, and the conſtant 
Followers of all that is Laudable and Good. 
Let me not carry myſelf with Rigour and a 
high Hand ; nor deſpiſe the Cauſe even of 
my Servants; but with Patience and Fair- 


neſs hear them; and give unto them that 


which is 7u/# and Equal; knowing that I 


alſo have a Maſter in Heaven. Let me not 


inſult over any that are under the 7oke; nor 
be ſevere and cruel to them; nor oppreſs 


or defraud them in their Mages, nor any Re- 


wards or Encouragements, that they may 
juſtly expect from me. But let my Dealings 
with them, and my Uſage of them, be Up- 


right and Candid, Merciful and Kind; ta- 


king Care of their Bodies and their Souls, of 
their Maintenance and their Carriage, and 
all 
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all that concerns them; as their benign Pa- 
tron, and their faithful Friend: And treat- 

ing them with all due Regard, as my Bre- 


thren and Fellow-Servants, and my Equals 


in the Worſbip of God, with whom is no 
Reſpect of Perſons. O give me, Lord, an 


underſtanding Heart, and prudent Conduti, 


and ſuch a Spirit of Government, that J 


may go in and out before my People, as 


one that is taught of God; and command- 
ing nothing but in the Lord, according to 


thy ill, and for the Advancement of thy 
Glory. „ 


O bleſs my Houſe, Lord, and preſerve it 
from Vice and Ungodlineſs, and from all 


Diſorders and Dangers, and make it a Nar-: 


ſery of Virtue and Piety, and all that is Ex- 


emplary, and of good Report. Direct, O 
Goa, and help us every one in the Diſcharge 


of dur ſeveral Offices; that we may employ 


ourſelves, as we ought, and with Quietneſs 
do our own Buſineſs: Never forgetting, 


but above all reſpecting and purſuing, the 
great York of the Lord, for which thou 

didſt ſend us into the World. O keep us 
all evermore in thy Fear and Love; ſafe 
under thy Tuition, and upon the holy Way 


to thy heavenly Kingdom: Through thy 


Mercy to us all, in our common Lord and. 


Saviour, Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 


33 | The 
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I ſhall be for ever happy 


Countenance and Love. And it I be found 


The Servant's Prayer. 


7 God the F ather Almighty, Maker of | 
Heaven and Earth! It is the Ordina- | - 
tion of thy good Providence, that there 


ſhould be various Ranks and Degrees oi 


Men: And that I ſhould be diſpoſed of in 
the Aation where I now am. Wherefore T © 


tubmit, Lord, to the moſt wile Appoint- 
ment of all Things; and deſire (with Con- 
tent and Thankfulneſs) to accept of my 


Portion, how low ſocver in the World. If 
my blefſed Redeemer, who is Lord of all, 
would take upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vent, and condeſcend even to the meaneſt 
Offices, for the Service of our Souls; O 
why ſhould I be aggrieved to be a Servant 


under the Yoke? When in ſerving Man as 
I ought, I do alſo ſerve the Lord; and 


though hound to others I may be the Lord's 


Freeman : Yea, in faithfully diſcharging the 
Duties of my Place, I ſhall be as acceptable 
to my God as any that enjoys the higheſt 


Station, I leave it to thee, O Lord of all, 


to chuſe my Inheritance for me. Only I 


beg at thy Hands, that my Lot may fall. 


where my Soul may proſper, though I work 
or fare the harder. For if my Soul do well, 
. If my Heart be 
right with God, I ſhall have his bleſſed 


in 


OY 


The Ser vant's Prayer. 39 r 
in the Way of Righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ex- 


alted in due Time, however abaſed at pre- 


ſent. O my ſupreme Lord ! Let it not be 


ſo much my Care to get higher in the 


World, as to get more in thy Favour, 
wherein is Life. Let it be more my Con- 
cern, to fill my Place, and diſcharge my 


7 
. 


Duty with Faithfulneſs, than to change it 


for more Eaſe, Profit, or Honour. 


O let me not be the Servant of Sin, but 
enjoy the bleſſed Liberty wherewith Chri/# 
Jeſus ſets all his People Free; the Liberty 


from nful Bondage, the Liberty to follow 


my Lord carefully, and to run the Way of 


thy Commands with an enlarged Heart. 


And, Lord, be thou pleaſed to fit me for, 
and teach and help me in, the Service to 
which I am called; that I may perform it 
to the Glory of thy Name, to the Pleaſure 
and Welfare of thoſe whom I ſerve, and to 


my own true Advantage and Comfort. O 


make me True and Faithful, Careful and. 


Diligent, Humble and Obedient, Meek and 


Patient, Fairand Peaceable: Doing theBu- 
ſineſs of my Place, not with the Eye- Service as 
2 Man- Pleaſer; but in Singleneſs of Heart, 
fearing God. Not croſs and froward, but 


apt to bear, and deny myſelf: Not an- 


ſwering again, to ſtir up Wrath; but with. 


Silence and Submiſſion, following the 


Things that make for Peace; not deba/ing 
my Maſter to ſet off myſelf; nor doing. 
„ "PA 5 him 
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him any Damage for my own filthy Lacre, 
or fleſhly Pleature ; but tendring his Cre- 


dit and Intereſt, as one that would be found 


faithful in the Sight of my God, who ever- 
more ſeeſt in Secret, and ſearcheſt the very 
Heart: And make me (Ibeſeech thee) ſuch 


every Way towards thee, that thou may'ſt 
mercifully accept me, and all my Service, 


for the Sake of thy beloved Sn, my bleſ- 


led Saviour and Redeemer, Teſts Chrife. 


Amen. 


The Soldier's Praycr. 
Lord God of Hoſts! Who haſt all the 


Creatures in Heaven and in Earth 
ready to fight thy Battles, and execute thy 
Pleoſure! Thou did'ſt not ſow any Seeds of 
Eumity in our Nature; but didſt create Man 


endued with all the Principles of Love, 
and Diſpoſitions to Perce. *Tis from our 
Luſts and Sins, that theſe Wars and Fight- 


7ngs come amongſt us. Firſt we fell out 


with our God, and our own Happineſs ; 
and ever ſince it is a contentious quarrel- 


ſome World that we live in, where reſtleſs 
Men are juſtling one another, and ſtriving 


for that Zaſe and Content which the World 


has not for them. Now that I am in this 


117111tery Station, O Lord, inſtruct and en- 


He me to hehave myſelf therein as Iought. 
make me the faithful Soldier of Jeſus 
Chr my 3 
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The Soldier's Prayer. 395 
| Chrif, in that ſpiritual Warfare, wherein I 
am to combat with the Enemies that war 
againſt my Soul. And that I may have 
Peace with my God, let me have no Peace 
> with my Sins; nor any Part or Conſent 
with the Rebels againſt Heaven; nor be 
carried away with any ungodly Examples, 
into ſuch Wickedneſs, againſt which, thou, 
O God, haſt declared thy Wrath from 
Heaven. O grant that I may never ſo 
ſtrive with my Maler; nor allow myſelt 
in ſuch a Habit of Mind, and Courle ot. 
Life, as are Eumity againſt God; but ever 
dread more to fall into thy Hands, than 
theirs that can but , the Body; and 
ſmew myſelf the more zealous for thee, the 
5 more J ſee others ſet themſelves againſt 
thee. O Lord moſt High! make me Va- 
luant for thy Cauſe, as well as for that of 
Man, wherein I am now engaged. And 
preſerve me, O my God, from the Pro- 
faneneſs and Blaſphemy, the Lewdneſs and. 
Debauchery, the Rudeneſs and Violence 
that are moſt incident to Men of my Pro- 
feſſion : That I may not be infected with 
their Contagion ; but preſerve my Integri- 
ty, amidit all the ee wherewith. 
I am ſurrounded, 
Though the Sword is in my Hand, let 
the Peace of God rule in my Heart. And 
though I am: a Soldier, let me not be a 
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Man of Blood, delighting in War: But a 
ready Servant of my Country, a faithful 


Inſtrument for our common Defence and: 


Safety, and a dutiful Subject to the Powers 


ordained of God, for the Lord's Sake. O 


my Strength and my Redeemer, ſtrengthen 


my Heart and Hands for the Service to 


Which I am called. And make me Suc- 


cefsful and Viftoricus, through thy Bleſſing 


and Power from on High. *Tis thou, Lord 


only, that makeft us to dwell in Safety : 


O cover my Head in the Day of Battle: 


And in all Times of Danger, be thou my 


Shield and Buckler, And either keep the 
Evil from me, or arm me for it, that! 
may not be ruined by it, but gain Goed out 


of it, and find bodily Hurts making tor 


the Health of my Soul; and even the 
temporal Death but a Gate opened to eter- 


ral Life. And ſeeing I go with my Liſe 
in my Hands, and am more expoſed than 


other Men, to Dangers and Death, O make 


me more careſul of my Soul, more mind- 


ful of my latter End, and more diligent to 
put and keep myſelf in a Preparation and. 


Readineſs to Die. And whether 1 proſper, 


or miſcarry in the Attempts and Enter- 


prizes wherein I am now concerned, O let 
my Soul be ever precious in thy Sight, and 
ſafe in thy Hand. Help me, O my /«- 
preme Commander, thou great Captain of 
oy „ our 
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our Salvation, ſo to Live, that I may find 


it the greateſt Gain to Die: And let me 
go on (as Chriſt's faithful Soldier) ſo Con- 
quering and to Conquer the Enemies of thy 
Clory, and the Hindrances of my own and 


others Salvation; that, having overcome, 


I may fit down in thy Kingdom, and 7ri- 
umph in the ſweeteſt Love, and in thy 


heavenly Joy, and thy moſt glorious Prai-- 
ſes, World without End. > 


A Prayer for the Melancholy and De-- 
EI 


: CN Moſt good and gracious Lord! Thou. 


knoweſt our Frame, and art a God 


full of Compaſſion, to pity and relieve thy 


Servants under their Trouble and Cpreſſion. 


Look down, we humbly pray thee, with 
thy wonted Pity, and remember in tender 


Mercy the Work of thy Hands, our / 
conſolate Friend; this troubled Soul, that is 


even Diſtracted in ſuffering thy Terrors: 


While thy Wrath lies hard upon him, and 
all thy Haves and Billows are gone over 


him, to diſturb his Peace, and oppreſs his 


Mind, and unfit him rightly to uſe his 
Reaſon, or diſcharge his Duty. O thou that 
ſpeakeſt the Vinds and Y/aves into Obedi- 
ence and Calmneſs, ſettle and quiet his diſ- 


compoſed Breaſt; ſpeak Peace and Satiſ- 
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ſaction to his troubled Mind; and give 
him Comfort and ſweet Repoſe, in the Senſe 
of thy Pardon and Love. Lord, help his 
Urbelref, and increaſe his Faith, that he 
may not be Faithleſs, but believing. Though 


he now walks in Darkzeſs and has no 


Light; let him truſt in the Name of the 
Lord, and ſtay upon his Ged. And in 


the Multitude of the Thoughts and Sor- 


rows that he has in his Heart, O let thy 
Cen 1 come in to refreſh his Soul. Be 


thou pleaſed, Lord, to deliver and eaſe him 
cf the Lead that lies upon his Spirit: And 


let in a Beam of thy heavenly Light, to 


ſcatter and diſpel all the Clouds and. Dank. 


220% in which his Mind 1 is wrapt up. O di- 
rect to the Means moſt proper for his Help, 
and %% and proſper them fo, that they 
may be eficecous to promote his Recaver 
out of this low and dee Eſtate. Incline 
his Ears to wholeſome Courſels, and faſhion 
his Heart to receive due impreſſions. O 


gracious Father ! Pity his 1railty, and for- 


give his Driquily; and heal him, Lord, both 
in Soul and Bed; rebuking his Diftentper 
ſo, that his ditquic ted Sort may return to 
its Rift. O raiſe him up, and make him 
IV hole. Yea, make baſte, O Lord, to ſhew 
ſuch Mercy upon him; even for thy own 
Mercy Sake in Jeſus CHriſt, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redecmer. Auen, 
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OJ= D, the only wiſe God! Thou 
giveſt Underſtanding, and takeſt it a- 
way as thou pleaſeſt; and thou art holy 
and Righteous in all that ever thou doeſt. 
Tho' the Reaſon and Meaning of many of 
thy Works is unknoton to us; yet ſtill thou 
knoweſt well what thou haſt to do; and 
we muſt be Dumb, and not open our Mouths, 
when it is % Doing. The Stroke which 
thou haſt laid upon thy poor Creature, would 
be juſt upon any of us: And we muſt ac- 
knowledge it owing only to thy Mercy, 
that it is any better with us. But in ten- 
der Compaſſion of his pitiable Condition, 
we take upon us to beg that merciful Re- 
lief in his Behalf. For thou, Lord, that 
giveſt Senſe and Diſcretion, can'ſt as eaſily 
renew them when impaired : And thou that 
madeſt thy Servant out of Nothing, can'ſt 
alſo bring him to himſelf again, and help 
him to uſe his Reaſon aright, as he ought, 
O diſpel the Clouds in which now his Soul 
is wrapped up, thathe may come to a good 
Underſtanding of himſelf, and the Things of 
his Peace; reduce and heal the craz'd and 
broken Faculties: Or elſe ſeftle and quiet 
them, pacity and compoſe them. Have Pity 
wie beſeech thee, O Lord, upon him, and 
impute not untohim any Thing that is nog, 
5 ſaid 
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faid or done amiſs by him: but in Mercy 
paſs it by, as if it had not been ſaid or. 
done at all. 

O that thou wouldeſt direct to ne 
Means for Help in this Caſe! And make 
him tractable to the Uſe of Remedies; and 
willing and ready to comply with the Ad- 


vice of his Friends, till he ſhould be in bet- 


ter Capacity to manage and help himſelf. 
And where no Means will reach to work the 


Cure, thou that can'ſt open the Doors, which 


are barr'd againſt us, and art never at ſuch. 
a Loſs, but thou knoweſt how to deliver; O 
reveal thy glorious Arm (without Means) 
to bring Salvation from above ; and do the 
Work worthy of God, to command that 


Deliverance which is out of our Proſpect to 


ſee effected. That thy Name may have all 
the Glory, of ſuch thy great and wonderful. 
Mercy | in Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


4 Prayer for inſenſible Sinners. 


\ Lox, the great Almighty God. who. 
quickeneſt the Dead, and calleſt thoſe 
Things that are not, as if they were! With 
thee nothing is impoſſ ble : But the Things 
that re//t all the Skill and Power of Man, 
thy divine Virtue and glorious Operation 
(with the greateſt Facility) brings to pals, 
Thou, the /iving Goa, can'ſt ſpeak Life ID 
Souls 


make even ſuch as lie in the Grave of all. 


their habitual Corruptions, hear the Voice 
of the Son of God, and Liue. It is the great 


Work of thy eternal Spirit, Lord, to con- 


vince the World of Sin; and te male i in- 
conſideratèe careleſs Sinners to know them- 
ſelves, and be concern das they ought, about 


the Caſe of their Souls. O that theſe poor 


inſenſible Wretches— — Who have Sinned. 


themſelves. even paſt feeling, may find ſuch. 


Mercy from the Lord, and yet come to feel 


in themſelves that irręſiſtible Force of thy 


Hand! O that thou wouldeſt open their 
Eyes, to ſee their Caſe; and ſoſten their 


Hearts to bewail their Vis", ; and turn their 


Courſe to flee from the Wrath to come! 


Bleſſed Lerd, awaken them with thy Ter- 
rors, before they be overtaken by hy" Judg- 
ments! O break in upon their Souls by thy 
mighty Convitiions, to ſet them in Bitter- 
neſs for their Sins; and let thy quick and 


| powerful Word pierce into their Hearts, to 


make *em cry and ſeek our, what tbey muſe 
do to be ſaved. | 


O if they did but e their Caſe 
and know their Tran/greſſions, they that re- 


main ſo remorſeleſs and unconcerned, as if 
nothing were amn ſs with them, and that can 
indulge themſelves in Pleaſures and Mirth, 
4s if 1 were in the happieſt Conditions 


_ would 
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| Souls Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and 
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would ſoon be ſtruck down into the deepeſt 
Heavineſs and Conſternation, refuſing to be 
comforted : And go Mourning all the Day 
long, yea even rar for the Diſquietneſs of 
their Hearts. O God of all Grace! Be thou 
pleaſed in Mercy to ſhew ſuch ſeeming Se- 
verity; to write bitter Things againſt them, 
and make them confeſs their former Inigui- 
ties: And to feel now the Weight and Hor- 
rorof all their Sins, that they may not feel 
it Eternally when paſt Remedy. Direct and 
impower thy: Meſſengers, Lord, to ſpeak 
home to their Conviction, crying aloud, and 
not ſparing to ſhew them their 7. ranſereſſ ons 
and their Sins. Lea, make thy Word in 
thy Servants Mouths as Fire, to. enflame 
and rouze the Conſciences of ſuch drowſy. 
ſecure Sinners, that they may come to per- 
ceive what a Forloru, loſt Condition they 
are in: And be Reſtleſs in themſelves, 'till 
coming unto Chriſt (Labouring and heavy 
 Ladenunder the Zoad of their Sins) in him 
_ they find Reſt for their Souls. O thou A- 
_ mighty God Do marvellous Things, worthy 
of thyſelf, in taking away that which blinds 
the Minds, and hardens the Hearts of ſuch 
ſtupid Creatures; and bring them out of 
the worſt Lethargy and Deadneſs, to under- 
| ſtand themſelves, and ſeek after God, and 
to take and follow the Way of Peace with 
thee, through our Lord Feſus Chrip. Re. 
e 


(Jr) 
The condemn'd MalefaQtor's Prayer. 
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UT of the Depths do I cry to thee, 

O Lord, Lord, hear my Voice: Let 
thy Ears be attentive to the Voice of my 
Supplication. W thou, O Lord, ſhouldeſt 
mark I:iquities, O Lord, who ſhould ſtand! 
But there is Forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou may'ſt be feared. Therefore I wait 
tor the Lord: My Soul does wait, and in 
thy Word do I hope. Though my Sins 

have found me out, and brought me to 
Shame; and they are heinous beyond Ex- 
preſſion, and the Thought and Remem- 
brance of 'em fills me with Horror and Con- 
fuſion; yet I believe; Lord help my Unbe- 
lief) they are not greater than thy Son has 
ſatisfied for, nor greater than thy Mercy in 
him can ſet me clear from. As bad and 
ſad as ever I have made my Caſe: Woe is 
me, Vile and Wretched that I amy fo fool- 
iſhly and wickedly that I have done? Yet 
it is nat paſt thy Help and Care, O Lord 
God Almighty, who at the loweſt can'ſt 
raiſe, and at the worſt art able to relieve, us. 
Except we repent, thou haſt told us, that 
5 we ſhall periſb. But upon our Repentance, 
| EO wits 
thou haſt promiſed thy gracious Forgive- 
neſs. AndthoughSin has abounded, yet when 
we forſake our wicked Ways and Thoughts, 
and return to the Lord our God, thou haſt 
- promiſed 
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promiſed to have Mercy upon us, and 2- 
bundantly to pardon. He that velieveth not 


on the Son of God, is condemned with a worſe 


Condemnation than what I now lie under: 
But it is thy own moſt true and faithful 
Word, O Lord, that whoſoever believes in 
him ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life: And that he who confeſſetb and for- | 
ſaketh his Sins ſhall have Mercy. Though I _ N 


cannot find ſuch Mercy now at Man's Tri- 


bunal; yet J beg it of thee, the Father of 


Mercies, who art the Helper of the Friend- 
leſs; and do'ſt not reject the Cry even of 


at Pat" , IE 
oi 4 as ER 3 2 4 


Fools in their Diſtreſs, though becauſe of | 


their Sins they are afflicted; but remembreſt 
us in our-loweſt Eſtate, out of that Mercy of 
thine which endures for ever. O thou that 
haſt promiſed to forgive every penitent Sin- 


ner, make me, Tord, I beſeech thee, one 
of that Number. O touch my Heart with 


true Remorſe, that it may melt and bleed for 


my Sins, and become ſuch a broken, contrite 


Toner as thou wilt not deſpiſe. _ 
O that the dole/ul Circumſtances which I 


am in, may be turned (through the Riches 


of thy Grace) into a happy Occaſion of 


converting my Soul, and perfecting my Re- 


Dentance, and promoting my Salvation! 
This is a Time of Shame and Sorrow with 
me; but help me, good God, ſo to repent 
and be converted, that my Sins may be 
Gatto out, when the Times of Keef 


ſhall 
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ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. 
For thy Names Sake, O Lord, pardon my 
iin, for it is great; too great for any but 
the Cod of infinite Goodneſs and Love, to 
- . give me a merciful Diſcharge from. And 
that thou may'ſt have the everlaſting Glcry, 
and my Soul the refreſhing Fruit of thy 
N. ercy, O Lord, prepare me for it, by ſuch 

a ſerious Repentance, as thy holy Word re- 
quires of Sinners, and ſuch as thy Goodneſs 

in Chriſt Jeſus will mercifully accept at my 
Hands. What is paſt I cannot recall: 
But thou, Lord, can'ſt remit it, and give 
me Grace to repent it: O give me ſuch 
found Repentance for my Sinus, that thou 

may'ſt alſo give me full Pardon of em; 

and never lay them to my Charge, but upon 

the Account of thy beloved Son, our bleſſed 
Saviour, who came to ſeek and to ſave that 

which was Loft; and who himſelf ſafer d 

and died oxce, that we might not ſuffer and 

Die eternally. O waſh me thoroughly from 

my Iniquity, and cleanſe me from my Sin, 

in that Fountain opened for Sin and for 

Uncleanneſs, the precious Blood of the im- 

maculate Lamb of God, ſlain to take away 1 

the Sins of the World; that thou may ſt voy 

not abhor my Soul, as I have juſtly deſerv d; 33 
but, of thy wonderful Mercy, accept me in 

the Son of thy eternal Love, in whom thou 

At wen H 


* 
. 
+ 4 
2 6 
% 
lh 
1 x 
3 
38 
8 
Fn | 
3 
5 
4 


404 For the Malefactor, undur 


My Soul is exceeding Sorrowful, even 
unto Death : O moſt gracious Lord ! Grant 
that my Sorrow may be the. godly Sorrow : 
Not only a Sorrowing for the bitter Conſe- 
_ quences of my Sin; but for the Sin itſelf, 


and for my wicked Offending of thee, my 
great Lord God, as I have done. O bleſſed 


Jeſus, who cameſt to call Sinners to Repen- 
tance, and thyſelf did'ſt hang upontheCro/s, 
and ſhew thy Compaſſion and great Salva- 
tion upon the poor Malefactor, there Su- 


fering: Remember me now in ſuch Mercy, 
Tora, for thy own Mercy Sake. O Son ot. 
David have Mercy upon me. Both no- 


and ever, vouchſafe to hear me, O Chriſt, 
graciouſly hear me, O Lord Chriſt. And 


let thy Mercy be ſhew'd upon me, as Ide 
put my Truſt in thee, O glorify this thy 


Mercy in my Salvation, and not thy Juſtice 


Though Confuſion is now my Portion, 


yet help me; Lord, fo te-beat thy juſt Tadig- 
nation, and to obtain ſuch Benefit to my 


Soul, out of the Puniſhment of my Body; 


that I may not hereafter awake to Shame 
and everlaſting Contempt. And though I am 
no under the Sentence of atemporal Death; 
yet ſpare my Soul, O moſt merciful Lord, 
and deliver me not into the bitter Pains of 


eternal Death. O that IJ may have all the 


Shame and Sorrow, and evil Things in this 
Life; that thou may'ſt ſpare me for ever 4 
1 and 
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and ſhew forth all the Wonders of thy 
Grace, and Power, and Mercy, to prepare 
me for, and /upport me under, the deſerved 


Puniſhment, which I am ſhortly to Suffer; 


and to give me Hope in my Death (even in 
this infamous Death 3) and after Death, 
ſome Part in thy Kingdom; if but to be the 
leaſt and loweſt in the Houſe of my God; 


for the Sake of thy own tender Mercies; 
and for the infinite Merits of the great Re- 

deemer of the World, my only Lord and 
Saviour Jeſu Grit Amen, Amen. 
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Proves and Praiſe upon the Occofs bon of 


our bleſſed Saviour Comin g into che 
Word. 


Leſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Power to be to him that ſitteth upon 
the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever and 


ever. O Lord God of our Salvation! Thou 
haſt remembered us in our /oww Eſtate, out 
of that Mercy of thine which endures for 


ever. Thou haſt raiſed up a great Salvation 
and mighty Deliverance for us; to heal the 


Sinful, to help the Miſerable, and to fave 


that which was Loſt. None but thy bleſſed 
Self, O Lord, the gracious Giver, knows 


the Greatneſs of that Gift, which thou haſt 


conferrꝰ d upon us: (the greateſt that thou 
couldeſt give, or Man receive; in giving 
thy only Son to be our Almighty Saviour, 


To 4 us from the eternal Miſeries of 


Hell; and to make us meet to be Partakers 


of the heavenly Inheritance of thy Saints 
in Light. O how wonderful have been the 


Degus of thy Love, and the Counſels of 


thy Wiſdom! To recover our poor loſt 
Souls, and to work for them a Salvation 
worthy of God! That God ſhould be mani- 


feſted in the Fleſb, to deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil: And that the eternally beloved 


of thy Soul ſhould be made the Son of Man; 


to make us (ale Men) the Children of 
God! 


3 


NA e A 


L 

* 
1 

13 
* 

85 
1 
— 


God 1 O what Manner of Love has the 
Father beſtowed upon us ! Exceeding all 


that ever we are able to ſay of it ! O that 


we and all Men may praiſe thee, Lord, for 


thy Goodneſs, and ſuch thy wonderful Works 
to the Children of Men! that we may ever, 


with all Admiration, and Reverence, and 


Thankfulneſs, receive and ponder this 
great Myſtery of Godlineſs! And that we 


may return the Glory of Salvation up to 


thee, who haſt ſent the Joy of Salvation 


down to us! That our Souls may magnify 
the Lord, and our Spirits rejoice in God our 


Saviour] And bleſſed be the Lord God of 


Iſrael, that has ſo viſited and redeemed his 
People. 


And now that thou haſt laid Help upon 


one that is Mighty, and found a Ranſom for 


us, and made the all-/ufficient Proviſion to 


fave us; O help thou us, Lord our God, 
(as we ought) to entertain and welcome 
the joyful News; that Jeſus Chrift is come 
into the World, to ſave Sinners. Father of 


Mercies ! Prepare us for the bleſſed Savi- 


our, which thou haſt prepared for us. T hat 


he who came into the World in the Fulneſs 
of Time, may come into our Souls with the 
Fulneſs of his Grace, and with all the Bleſ- 
ſings and Conſolations of his Coming. And 


that, as he was miraculouſly formed in the 
Virgin's Womb, he may be ſpiritually form- 


ed in our Hearts. O thou great Lord and 
Lover 
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Lover of Souls | remember our Souls in 
Mercy, with the Favour which thou bear- 
eſt to thy People; and viſit us with the Joy 

of thy Salvation. O make the Way of Sal- 
vation plain before us, that we may know 


where our Help lies, and what we muſt do 
to be Saved. And incline and quicken us, 


O Lord, with all Readineſs to take that 


Way, and to embrace that Grace ef God 


which brings Salvation; and to comply with 
the gracious Deſigns of thy Mercy, to do 


us the greateſt Good, and to make us tor 


ever Happy, O bleſſed Saviour, be thou 


an effectual Saviour unto us: And ſo ſave 


us from our Sins, that thou mayeſt alſo 
ſave us from the Yrath to come. So re- 


deem us here from all Iniquity, that here- 
after thou may'ſt redeem us from everlaſt- 


ing Miſery. Thou cameſt down to Earth, 
to raiſe us up to Heaven; and tookeſt our 
Nature, to make us Partakers of Thine. O 
that we may experience the mighty Power 
of thy greatSalvation upon us, to heal our de- 
_ praved Natures, to ſancdtiſy our ſinful Souls, 
and to make us ſuch Lovers and Followers 
of thy holy Ways, that we may have in us, 
Chriſt the Hope of Glory, and thoſe good 
Things of thy Spirit, which do accompany 
Salvation. And for all the great and ſtrange 
Things which thou haſt ſo graciouſly done 
for us, in revealing thy Salvation, and 
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opening the Door of Hope to us ; and pur- 
ting us in the Way to that bliſsful End of 
our Faith, the eternal Salvation of our 
Souls, which thou haſt purchaſed for us : 


' Unto thee, O bleſſed God our Saviour, in 
the Unity of the ever-glorious Trinity, be 
all Thanks and Praiſe and Honour and 


Glory render'd by us, and all thy Church, 


| now and forevermore. Amen. 


A Prayer on the Occaſion of our bleſſe d 


= Sawour's Death. 


FN God the Father of Mercies, and of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through whom 
every Mercy is vouchſafed and derived unto 
us: Thou didſt create us after thy own 
bleſſed Image, in aholy and a happy Eſtate , 


but we have defaced thy firſt - Handy-Work, 


and put ourſelves, not only in a Caſe of 
Strangeneſs unto thee; but of Eumiby againſt 


thee; (in Adam all die; and by the Of- 


fence of one, Judgment came upon all 


Men to Condemnation :) Yet thou haſt not 


uſed us as Enemies, to leave us in the ſad 


Ruins of our Fall; but hadſt an Eye of 
Pity to us, lying in our Blood, to bid us 


Live: Though thy own eternal beloved 


Son was fain to Dye, to ſave us from that 


everlaſting Death, which is the due Mages 


of our Sins, yet him thou ſparedſ# not, 


that 


HP — 
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that thou mighteſt /pare us; and make us 
the eternal Monuments of thy ſaving Mercy. 
Q what amazing unſpeakable Love is this, 


that even when Enemies we ſhould be re- 
conciled to Ged, by the Death of his Son! 
But O the curſed Nature of Sin (to be hat- 


ed with a perfect Hatred) that had need of 
ſuch an Atonement ! O the dreadful Juſtice 


of Gd (how ſhould we ever ſtand in awe 


of it ) that required ſuch a Satigfallion! 
O the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Kncw-. 
ledge, that would redeem our poor loft 


Souls, at ſuch a coſtly Rate ! And ſhed his 


own precious Blood to fave us! And O 


the precious Death of our Lord Redeemer, 
(to be had in everlaſting Remembrance!) 


By it we abide, and upon that we depend 
for the Parden of all our Sins; and for 
our whole Acceptance with God, both here 


and for ever. Though we could not ſatisfy 


thy Juſtice, O God, for our Sins, ſhould 


we ſuffer Eternally : Yet thy Son has ſatiſ- 


fied in Full; and nothing at all remains on 


their Score, for whom thou art pleaſed to 
accept his znfinile Satisfaction. And ſeeing 


there is Balm in Gilecd, and a Phyſician that 
is able to heal us, O let not our Souls be 


unbealed: Let not the great Things which 
our Lerd Redecmer hath done and endured 
for poor loſt Sizners, be /oft unto us: But. 
let che ſame be mer reifully agceptee upon“ our 
Account, 
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Account, and for our Sins. O let not the 


Blood of Jeſus Cbriſt (as to us) be ſhed 


in vain; but let ic purge and purity us 
from all our Sins, and make our Peace with 
thee, the juſt and holy God, againſt whom 

we have greatly Sinned ; that we may be 
healed by his Stripes, and find his Death 


unto us the Savour of Life. 


Though we are Sinful and Unclean, yet 
what Pollution and Defilement cannot this 
Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs 


waſh and cleanſe us from! Having there- 


fore ſuch an all-ſuffcient Saviour to repair 


to, we will not be Faitbleſs, but Believing 


that Chriſt is our Lord and our God, Who 
loved and redeemed us, and waſhed us 
from our Sins in his own Blood. O that we 
may know him, and the Fellowſhip of his 
Sufterings, and being ſo conformable to his 


Death, that it may mortiſy the Corruption 


of our Nature, and the Luſts that war in 


our Members; and cruciſy the World unto 
us, and us to the World! The Lord par- 


don all our Forgetfulneſs and Diſregard 


and Contempt of thy Affection to us; and 


thy Aftiion for us. And make us to know 
moreof the Love wherewith thou haſt loved 
us; and touch our Hearts with ſuch a pow- 
erful Senſe: of thy. Love, that we may make 


better Kelurus of Love, to the great Lord, 


and Lover of our Souls: And that we may 
„ 2 | never 
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never forget or ſlight ſuch unparalleld 


| Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour, 


ſtronger than Death, and better than Life. 


O that the Life which we now live, may + 
be by the Faith of the Son of God, who lov- 


ed us, and gave himſelf for us! O let us 


not Live any longer, than we may abound 


in thy Love. Bleſſed Lord! Let this be 


ever preferred above our chief Joy. And 
let nothing in the World ever be ſo dear to 
us, as the altogether lovely Jeu, who has 

given the highelt Demonſtration of Love, 
that ever could be given to our poor loſt 


Souls. And to thee our Almighty Redeemer, 
and {weet Saviour, be all the Praiſe and 


Glory given moſt humbly and heartily, 


now and eternally. Amen, Amen. 


Prayer and Praiſe on the Occaſion of ur 


bleſſed Saviour's Reſurrection. 
Leſſed be the God and Father of our 


Feſus Chriſt from the Dead. Tis he that 
Liveth and was Dead : And behold, he is 
olive for evermore, Amen. And has the 
Keys of Death and of Hell. The Lord liv- 


eth, and bleſſed be our Rock, and let the 
Cad of our Salvation be did He that 


bore 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to 
his abundant Mercy, has begotten us again 
to a lively 1ope, by the ReſurreZtion of 
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bore our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, 
has wrought eternal Redemption for us, with 


his own right Hand and holy Arm, hath 


he got himſelf the Vitory; having looſed 
the Pains of Death; becaule it was impe/ſ- 


elle he ſhould be holden of it. The glori- 


ous Sun of Righteouſneſs is Riſen, with Heal- 


ing in his Wings ; and hath ſhewed, that 


he is able to ſade himſelf; and to ſave to 
the utmoſt all that come to God, through 
him. Our Eyes therefore are to thee, O 
Lord, our Life, our Strength, and our Re- 
deemer, who haſt all Power in Heaven and 


in Earth, to whom nothing is Impoſſible or 


Difficult : Who quickeneſt the Dead, even 


Souls dead in Sin, as well as Bodies dead in 
the Grave: And haſt Life in elf, to- 
give it to whomſoever thou wt. O that 
we may know et dee, and the Power of tny 


Reſurrection ! And that we may feel it 
Efficacious, to raiſe us out of the Grave of 
our /inful Corruptions, to Newneſs and Hlo- 
lineſs of Life ! That having Part in the 
firſt Keſurrection, the ſecond Death may have 
no Pawer over us. Speak Death to our 
Sint, O Lord, that our Souls may live, and 
for ever bleſs thy Name. Thou, O Chri/t, 
art our Life; and in thee is all Fulneſs or 
whatever we want : O give us the Life, 


which thou cameſt that we might have: 
And let us have it more abundantly : Vea, 


= a = ſuch 
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ſuch. Life, from thee, as may enable us to 
Live znto thee, and that entirely and chear- 


fully, even as long as we have any Life 
and Being. Amen. 


Prayer and Praiſz on the Occafion of our 
blejjed Saviour 5 Aſcenſion. 


* HOU art the King of Glery, O Chriſt: 
Thou hait aſcended on High; and 
dclragg'd the infernal Foes after thy irium- 


Lal Chariot. And thou art 856 far |! 


bove all Principalities and Powers, and 
enthron'd in the higheſt G/ory in thy hea- 
venly Kingdom, where Saints and Angels 
and all the Hoſt of Heaven do admire and 
adore thee, Be thou exalted, Lord, and reign 
in the Greatneſs of thy Poer and Majeſty, 
till thou haſt brought all Enemies in Sub- 
jection under thy Feet. But, Lord, Remem- 


ber us, now thou art in thy Kingdom, where | 


_ thou ruleſt and reigneſt on High. O re- 
gard the Supplications, and reheve the Ne- 
ceſſities of thy poor Subjects and Servants 
here below. Save, Lord, and let the King 
of Heaven hear us when we call. And O 
that we may feel the powerful Attraction of 
thy Grace and Holy Spirit ; to draw up 

our Minds and Deſires from the poor periſh- 
ing Eno; ments here below, to thoſe moſt 
glorious and everlaſting Attainments ine 

where 
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where thou ſitteſt at the Right Hand of God. 
O let us lay up our Treaſure, and have our 
Converſation with thee in Heaven; and fo 
love thy Appearing, and de/ire to be Diſ- 


ſolved and to be with Chriſt; that when 


Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall Appear, we 
may alſo appear with him in Glory: And 
after our aſcending and dwelling above in 
Heart and Spirit, we may at laſt, perſonally 
aſcend in Soul and Body, to be ever with 
the Lord; there, together with thy whole 
 triumphaut Church, to ſee and admire, 
and love and bleſs, and praiſe and glorify 
thee, O bleſſed God our Saviour, World 
without End. Amen, N 


A Prayer on the Occaſion of the Coming 
de Holy Ghoſt. © 


1 Thou infinite, eternal Spirit, the Lord, 
and Giver of Life, who workeſt 41! 
in Ml; and eſpecially workeſt and abideſt 
in the Hearts and Souls of Men] Pardon, 
(we beſeech thee) all our re/ting of thy 
Motions, and quenching the Flames which 
thou haſt ever enkindled in our Breaſts. 
And be pleas'd fo to enlighten our Minds, 
and purify our Hearts, that we may be fit 
to receive and entertain thee, as the Guide 
and Comforter of our Souls. O bleſſed 
Truth Lead us into all T74th : And bring 
N all 


1 EEE 


418 For Whitfuntide. 
all needful Things out of the World to 


our Remembrance: And ſet them Home 


powerfully upon our Hearts to influence 
our Lives, and to do us Geed in every 
Time of our Need, O work, Lord, the 
Grace that is not in us: And eſtabliſh and 


increaſe what thou haſt already wrought 


upon us. Excite and ſtir us up to all 


Cod; and enable us for the Performance 
of it; and engage us to continue and per- 


/iſt in it. 8 5 

O come down, Lord, as Fire upon us, 
to conſume our Dreſs, and to make clean 

our Hearts, and enflame them with hea- 


ently Love, that we may rightly reliſh thy 
Luly Things; and be lively in following thy 


Holy Ways. O be thou a powerful Prin- 


ciple of Life and Light and Love, and 


of all Grace and Holineſs in our Souls; to 
clear and illuminate our Minds; to ſpiri- 
tualize and raiſe up our Afections; to pa- 
cify and compole our Conſciences; and to 


bring our Souls out of every dangerous, 


ſelf-deſtroying Courſe, into the Paths ot 


Righteouſneſs; and that Way of Life, 


which is above to the //i/e, to depart from 
Hell beneath. O bleſſed Lord, reſtrain us 
from grieving the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby we are /ealed to the Day of Re- 
demption. And caſt us not away from thy 
Preſence. Take not thy Hely Spirit from 

” Us, 
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O make us ſo tractable to his holy Mo- 


505 that we may experience his Heavenly 


Confolations. And let the Foy in the Vichy 
Ghoſt be more to us, than ali the Pleafarcs 


of the World. O bleſſed Spirit ! be thou 
ever with our Spirits, to heal our Diſtem- 


pers, and help our Infirmities, and work 


mightily upon our Hearts by thy Grace; 
till our Seuls are fitted for that Glory,. 
which is unſpeakable and everalting: 
Amen. | 


A Prayer on the comment ation F any 


Saint. 


God of all Grace, wo art pleaſed to 

call out of this preſent World, a pe- 
culiar People to thyſelf; and ſo far to diſ- 
cover thy Grace, and pour out thy Spirit 


upon many of thy Servants, to make them 


ſhine as Ligbis in the midſt of a crooked. 
and perverſe Generation; eminent in all 

Praiſe-worthy Things, and great Examples 

to the reſt of Mankind! We bleſs thy 
Name, O Lord, that thou haſt not leit 
this miſerable World deſtitute of ſuch Helps 
and Patterns, both to ſhew us a more ex- 


cellent Way, than the Way of the Morld: 
And allo to ſhew us how practicalle is our 
Duty,; and what Encouragement we have 


„ to 
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to take the holy good Yay, wherein others 


(with ſuch happy Succeſs) have gone be- 
fore us: That we (in our Sluggiſhneſs) 
might be Excited, to be Followers of them, 


as they were of Chriſt, And ſeeing we are 
encompaſied with fo great a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes. O that we may lay aſide every 


Weight, and the Sin that does ſo eaſily be- 


ſet us; and run with Patience the Race that 


is ſet before us! Teach and enable us, O 


King ef Saints, to make the good Uſe and 
Advantage of thy Gifts and Graces, ſhin- 


ing forth in the 7noffenfive uſeful Lives of 
ſuch as have given thy holy Religion the 
beit Recommendation; by letting Men fee 
their good Works; and how much more 


excellent it makes the Righteous than their 


_ Neighbours. 


O that we may never perſecute thy Saints, 


nor madly deſpiſe thoſe who are as the 
Apple of thine [fyve, whole great Care is 
to approve themſelves Faithful in thy Co- 
venant, and Zealcus for thy Glory: And 
not only to preſerve their [ntegrity, and 
keep themſelves unſpotted from the . orld ;, 


but to do Good in their Generations, and 


turn many to Kghtecuſneſs, May we ever 
hold ſuch in higheſt Reputaticn whilſt Liv- 
ing, as well as count their Memories pre- 
cious when they are Dead. O heavenly 


Father! Let them be deareſt to us, that 
Ae 
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are ſo to 75 ſelf. And let all our Delight 
be in ſuch excellent Ones (the Saints that 
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are in the Earth) of whom the World is 


not worthy ; however they be ſo frequent- 


ly and greatly abuſed by the World, as if 
_Unworthy to live in it. O let us not be 
_ conformed to this World; nor follow the 


Multitude, to do Evil; but be Followers 
of thoſe who (through Faith and Patience) 


do already inberit thy glorious Promiſes; 


and ſo live the Liſe, that we may alſo die 
the Death of the Righteous. Help us, Lord 
our God, ſo to imitate thy Saints here, in 


their holy Living; that hereafter we may 


be number'd with them, in the Glory ever - 
laſting. As we deſire and hope for their 


| bleſſed End, O let us love and follow their 


godly May; and make the Communion of 


| Saints a Point of our Pra#tice, as well as 


an Article of our Faith: Being Lovers of 
all good Men; honouring them that fear 
the Lord; and eſteeming them very highly 
in Love for their J/ork's Sake. And the 


Lord increaſe the Number of the true 
Converts, and thy Faithful People, and. 


thoſe that be Followers of God, as dear 
Children in all Places. O let thy Kingdom 
come; and thy Will be done on Earth, as 
it is in Heaven; that thy Church ma 

Grow and Proſper, and Flouriſh ; *tilt 
| | 32 we, 
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we, with all thy Servants departed in tle 
Lord, meet together in the Kingdom of 
our Father, to live in thy Preſence and 

Love; and to enjoy and praiſe thee, 

World without End. Amen. 


=_ 1 A Soli- 
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ET not your Heart be troubled, | 


(faith the Lord of Love, our dear 


nhl ene Redeemer) ye believe in 
God, believe alſo in me; (the Meſſenger 
of his Love, ſent to be the Saviour of the 
World. )- 


Why art thou caſt down nw, O my 


Soul! And why art thou diſquieted ibis 


me When 
2 believe in God, 


And am not expoſed (as one Forlern\ to 


ſhitt for myſelf, and to make me a Happi- 


neſs out of my own Stock, or want it; 
but I have a God to repair unto, and de- 


pend upon; and to expect all that ever I 
can. deſire from him. And this God is 


The Father, 
Not only of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by eter- 
nal Generation : But my Father, by a late 
Creation, which has brought me out of No- 
thing to what I am: Not only to Being, 
and Liſe, and Senſe; but to the Uſe of Rea- 


Jon, and to the Enjoyment of all that ever 1 
have 
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have in the World. Yea I am bold to | 1 


father myſelf upon him alſo by ſpiritual — | 
Adoption: And am perſuaded, that a Wo- 4 


man may ſooner forget her ſucking Child, 

than the Lord will forſake that Work of 
his Hands, which he has mew created in 
Chriſt Jeſus : Nor is he leſs able than wil- 
ing to do me Good, being | | 


| Almighty, 


And what is too hard for Omnipotence ? Or 
who can pluck me out of his Hands, to 
whom the very Powers of Hell are but 
Weakneſs? Though I am Weak as a ſha- - 
ken Reed myſelf; yet my Help ſtands in 
the Name of the Lord, who 1s the 


Maker of Heaven and Earth, | 


And what can any of his Creatures do againſt 
me, when God himſelf is for me? He that 
made all, will he ſee his Child want a Com- 
petency in the World? Or ſhould I be turn- 
ed out of the Earth, yet all Heaven is the 
Lord's. And when he is my Portion, I am 
ſure of that, which is infinitely better than 
all the World's Good; which (alas) is but a 

poor Drop from the eternal Fountain of all 
Goodneſs. And what can be better than 
him that made it, and gave it all that Good- 
neſs which it has? Myſelf, and ee I 
ee 


ſee in the World, was once Notbing. And 
the great Lord, who was moſt bleſſed before 


all Yorlds, and would have been neverthe- 


ſeſs Bleſſed, though we had never been at 


all; he has brought us into Being; not for 


any Need he had of us; but to communicate 
of his own Goodneſs to us, 


In Jeſus Chrilt, 
And what ſo ſweet a Feſus in my Mouth ! 


No ſuch Mufc in my Ears: No ſuch Glad. 
neſs in my Heart. I was Loſt, and Jeſus is 
my Saviour. I was Dead, and Jeſus is my 


Life. I was an Enemy, and Jeſus is my 


Peace. Still I Sin, and Jeſus is my Advo- 


cate with the Father. Chriſt is my Prophet 


to direct me; my Prieſt to atone for me; 
my King to defend me, and to watch for 
Good over me. He is all that I wart, and all 
that I can wif. I am worſe than nothing 
eiu heut him; and I have all Things given 
me together with him, who is the Be- 


loved of the F ather. 


' His only Son, 
The only One, by Nature, chat is Coe qual 


with the Father: IS having ſuch . r 
in the Court of Heaven, I will therefore 


come boldly to the Throne of Grace. For 
if the Sen make us Free, we ſhall be Free 
indeed. 


1 — 
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| (all of'em).ſbapen in Iniquity, and conceived 
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indeed. The Faiber will deny us nothing, 
that we aſk in his Name. And the Son up- 


braids us, that we make no more Uſe of this. 


our bleſſed Privilege. Hitherto ye have 
aſked nothing in my Name (faith he ;) J/& 
and ye ſhall receive, that your Foy may be 


full. Such Pleaſure has he in the Proſpe- 
rity of his Servants, aba is 


Dur Lord. 


Our SAS Somerton at 08 Feet 


Kings do caſt their Crowns; and all the An- 


gels of God worſbip him. O happy the 


| Servants that have ſuch a Lord! And bleſ- - 


ſed be the Lord, that will admit of me in 
the Number of his Servants! Is not he my 
Lord, that has bought me ? In one Sacrament 
I was hed into his Service: And in the 


other, how often have I fworn to him Al 


legiance ? This is the Crown of all my 


; Glorying, that Jeſus is my Lord; 
Who was conceived. by. the Poly 


Ghoſt, 


In a miraculous Manner, above all the 


Power of Nature; and vithout any the 


leaſt Spot of Sin: That he might be the 
meet Propitiation for all our Sins. He is 
fairer than the Children of Men, who are 


in 
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in Sin. But he is free from every Blemiſh, 
and * Lovely. 


Boꝛn of the Uirgin 3 


And ſo he has done the higheſt Honour to 
our poor Nature, by uniting it to the Di- 
vine. Taking Part of our Fleſb and Blood; 
that he might not only be touched with the 
feeling of our Hſirmities, but alſo taſte 

Death for our Offences : Coming down to 

Earth, to raiſe us up to Heaven; and ma- 
nife ed 1 in our Fleſh, to bring Salvation 
home to our very Doors: And how can 1 
ever now be at a deſperate Loſs, when the 
Lord, in whom lies our Help, is become 
God with us? And to embolden our Ad- 
dreſſes to him, he has vouchſafed even to 
ſet up his Dwelling among us. All the 
Glory of Salvation be to thee, O Lord, who 


| haſt brought ſuch Foy of Salvation to the 
World. | 


He ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 


And having no need at all to ſuffer for 
any Sins of his own: Was he not wounded 
for our Tranſereſſions, and bruiſed for our 
Iniquities? Owicked Wretch! That I ſhould 
be one of thoſe, who put the Son of God 
himſelf upon Suffering But, O how happy 
„ bor 


426 Soliloquy 


for me, that he would be pleaſed to /uffer 
ence, to fave me from ſuffering for ever. 


Me was Crucified, 


Lave, that was ſtrong as Death, faſten'd my 
Saviour to the infamous Tree; with his 


Arms extended to receive me: And his Side 
opened, to make me a Paſſage to his very 
Heart. O my deareſt Lord ! God forbid 
that TI ſhould Glory, ſave in thy Croſs; 
which I ſhew Satan to confound him; on 


which J lean, to reſt my weary Soul; and 


to which I will Cling, though carried by 
the Gates of Hell; yea, by which I hope 
to climbe to the Gloryeverlaſting in Heaven. 


He was . 


Dead, 


Not only Abraham, the Friend of God, 


gave up the Ghoſt ; but he that was before 
Abraham, our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, the 


' well-belaved Sen of God, when he took 


upon him the Seed of Abraham, was not 
excuſed from Dying. And ſhall I then 
conclude, that my God has no Kindneſs for 
me, becauſe I muſt follow ſuch Forerunners, 


and go the Way of all Fleſp? No, though 
he. ſay me, yet will I zruft in him; and have 


Hape, even in my Death. For "the Death 
of Chriſt is my Life: Seeing he has taken 
out 
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dut the Sting of Death temporal: And made 
it the very es to Life eternal. He 
has led us the Way, through that gloomy 
Vale, to the glorious Region of Immortality. 
And ſhall Death ſeparate me from my Sa- 
viour? Or divorcè my Soul from the hea- 
venly Brideproom No, I depart hence, to 
be b, Chriſt : And that T may get nearer 
to him whom my Soul loveth. He is gone 
before; and, Lord, I will follow thee whi- 
therſoever thou goeſt. N walt laid i in 
the Grave, 


And Buried, 


T o make that deſolate Place inviting by thy 
Preſence : To perfume the Chambers of 
Death, and turn the horrible Pit into a 


: happy Seminary ; ; where the poor, — 


eriſhing Fleſh is ſown to come up again, 
Powerful, Glorious, and Incorruptible. And 
fhall I ſhrink from the Bed, where my Lord 
himſelf lay? Would I lie better than he 
did ? No, the Grave itſelf is become a 
goodly Lodging ſince Chriſt was there. And 


I will not go down in Sorrow to my Grave; 


when going but to ſleep with Jeſus, the 


Life of my Soul, and che Spring of all 
IT: 


Þe 
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He deſcended into Hell, 


Three Days he continiied j in the State of the 
Dead, that none might queſtion the Truth 
of his Death, upon which depends all our 
Hope of Pardon and Life. That I might 
not dread the parting of Soul and Body, 
which befel my Lord himſelf: And that 
none belonging to him might be out of 
_ Heart, even at the loweſt Ebb; when our 


Redeemer, who lay ſo long under the Pow- 
er of Death, 


om thizd Day he roſe again from 
14 the Dead, 


And ſhall 1 be in Bondage all my Life, 


through Fear of Death, when under the 


Conduct of ſuch a victorious Captain of our 
Salvation, that has triumph'd over all the 
Powers of the Grave? No, he Lives and 
was Dead. And though I know 1 muſt 
Die, yet withal I know that my Redeemer 
 liveth, and is alive for evermore. And be- 
cauſe he lives, I ſhall live alſo : For he has 
no Life, but what every Member of his 
ſhall ſhare i in. Nov therefore, O Death, [ 


ww + 


rookd all thy Forces. "Tis true, yet thou 
can'ſt kill me; but thou can'ſt not Hurt me. 
For take down this crazy Coltage, and a 
better 
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better Fabric ſhall ſucceed, to ſtand for 


eternal Ages. But could not all the Bonds 


of Death hold my Almighty Saviour. Deareſt 


Lord! Thou waſt arreſted for our Debt; and 


laid up in the Priſon of the Grave, on our 


Account. But thy Releaſe gives me a chear- 


ful Aſſurance, that thou haſt ſati ed divine 


| Juſtice to the utmoſt. Since thou art come 
Jo gloricuſly forth, J am ſure that ' all is Di/- 


charged. Then bleſſed be the God and Fa- 


ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who, accord- 


ing to his abundant Mercy, has begotten 
us again to a lively Hope, by the Reſur-. 


reftion of Feſus Cbriſt from the Dead. 


pe aſcended into Heaven, 


And O with what joyful Acclamations was 


he welcom'd Home into thoſe high Regions 


of the Bleſſed; after all his wonderous. 
 Atchievements, to effect eternal Redemption 


for us! He led Captivity Captive, and 


dragg'd the infernal Powers after his tri- 
umphal Chariot: To ſhew that Hell, as 
well as Death, is ſubject unto him. And 
no he has clear'd us a May to Glory: and 
open'd the Kingdom of Heaven to all Be- 


levers; being gone to prepare a Place for 


us; That where he is, there we may be 


allo. Even where 


2 
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Me ſitteth at the right Hand of God. 


the Father Almighty 3 


Far above all Principalities and Powers, à 


glorious King for evermore. With all Power 


and Authority in his Hands, and all the 


Crowns and Manſions of Glory at his Di/- 


poſal. He is not only the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth, by whom they all do 
_ Reign: But all the Angels i in Heaven fly to 


do his Pleaſure. Where he has thrown off 


on Veil, under which he ſhrouded his Ma- 


here below: And ſhews himſelf now 


2 all the Splendor of the King of Glory : 
To the Admiration of the higheſt Cherubims 
and Seraphims, who will be joyfully taken 
up to all Eternity, in beholding ſuch Won- 
ders of divine Beauty and Glory. To him 
I look as the great Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith; and the bleſſed Object of my 
daily Worſhip and Devotion : Who, in all 


the Height of his Glory, does not forget 


his poor Retainers here; but has ſtill Bozwels 


of Compaſſion to interceed for us, as well as 


Fulneſs of Power to prevail on our Behalf. 
And God forbid that I ſhould forget this 
abſent Friend; that he ſhould be 7 to me) 


out of Sight, out of Mind. O where ſhould 
be my Heart, but with the great Lover and 


| Beloved of my Soul? Who not only hum- 
bled himſelf on Earth; but even now in 
Heaven 
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Heaven fo humbles himſelf, as to remember 


me in my ow Eſtate. And when I am 


Loaded, or Gravelled, that I know not what 


to do, I will go and put the Matter into his 
Hands, who can eaſily help me out, and 
| ſet me right, For what Enemy's too hard 
for me, but he can ſoon make them his 
. Footftool? What Boon fo big to be aſked, 
but this great Maſter of Requeſts in, Heaven, 
can obtain it for me? What Time I am 
afraid then, or troubled, in a Streight, or. 


at a Loſs, I will look unto Jeſus, at God's 


Right Hand above; and remember his 


kind Office there; and pray his Friendſhip, 


and intreat his gracious Favour, who is 
worthy ever to be heard for me, though I 
am unworthy to ſpeak for myſelf. 


Fzom thence he ſhall come to judge 
the Quick and the Dead, 


And ſhall appear in greater Power and 
k Glory than ever he was ſeen here in Weak- 
nne, and Poverty; when his ſtubborn Ene- 
mies, that would not that he ſhould Reign 
over 'em, ſhall be brought forth and ſlain 
before him: And all his Sheep that hear his 


Voice, and follow him, waiting for his 
Coming, and loving his Appearing, ſhall 


then hold up the Head, and never droop 


any more, but find the moſt refreſhing Sun- 
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ſine amidſt all the Gloomineſs and Horrors 
of that Day. Which will be to them a Day 
of Diſcharge, and Jubilee, and Coronation : 
The moſt ſweet and /zght/om Day that ever 
came over them. Then ſhall I ſee him ſet | 
on the Throne, to give me my Portion, | 
who was nazled on the Croſs, to purchaſe 
my Salvation. My Advocate, my Life, my 
Saviour, will be alone exalted in that Day. 
And will my Advocate accuſe me? Will 
my Life deſtroy me? will my Saviour con- 
demm me? No, though Good and Bad both 
be call'd over there; as long as Jeſus is my © 
Judge, who himſelf has ſatified for the *' 
Bad, and will make my imperfect God 
then ſhine out, as the Noon-day ; I will 
pray, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly, © 
J believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; 

The Lerd and Giver of Life; the heaven- 
ly Counſellor and Comforter of our Souls, 
by whom I call Jes Lord, and cry Abba 
Father unto my God. And having ſuch a 
| bleſſed Guardian, and Divine Inhabitant; 
why do I drag on heavily, as if left Com- 
fortleſs? Why do I not overflow with 7 
in the Holy Ghoſt? Am I Weak? He is 
the Power of the moſt High, to help my 
Infirmities. Am I Forgetful? He is the 
kind Monitor, to bring all needful Things | 

to my Remembrance. Am I afraid left I 
. ſhould 


ä * — FI « "INE 


ußon the ed. "”" "oy 
ſhould fail of God's Acceptance and Salua- 


tion! This bleſſed Spirit witneſſeth with 


my Spirit, that I am the Child of God; and 
Seals me to the Day of Redemption. Away 


then thou foul Accuſer of the Brethren: 
Peace, clamorous Conſcience; and ſtand aſide 


all pitiful Creature-Comforts; J have Affi 


ance in the Holy Ghoft, the e For 


I belong to 
The Holy Catholic Church, 


I am a Member of that moſt truly Royal 
Society, ſome of which (already enter'd into 


the Joy of their Lord) are got out of the 
Field to their Crowns; and paſs'd from Ser- 
vice to Triumph. And the reſt here (yet 


on our Pilgrimage and Warfare) are reach- 
Ing forth to the glorious Prize of the high 
Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, The Lines 
are fallen to me in pleaſant Places, where 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs is Riſen to us; 
and cauſes the heavenly Day-ſpring from on 


High to ſhine upon us; yea in that Church, 
againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall not 


prevail, I believe 


The Communion of Saints, 
The ſame Life and Spirit perſuades the 


Multitude of Believers every where; and 
like ſo many Rivwets, they run all to the 
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ſame Sea; though not in the ſame Channel. 
Orlikedivers Strings of a muſical Inſtrument, 


though they have ſeveral Notes, yet they 
make up one Song of Praiſe and Glory to 


their common Lord. From whom they re- 


ceive Influence, as all the bodily Parts do from 


the Head; and are knit together as Fellow- 


Aembers of Chriſt's Body. They are the 


Honuſho!d of Faith, of that Corporation and 


Family of Heaven, for the ſake of which, 
they forget their own People, and Father's 
Houſe. Yea, as all the Parts of the Body 


(how mean ſoever) ſhare in the ſame Life, 
as is in the Head and Heart, and the nobleſt 
Members deſpiſe not the Viteſt but the 
Loweſt are of Uſe to the Higheſt; and all 


conſpire for the joint Intereſt of the pole: 


So I, as a Part of this great Body, (whilſt I 


ſtra gl not by myſelf, but keep to the 


Flock of Chriſt, and join with them in the 
Worlup and Serviceof my Lord, andtender 


and love them in my Heart) am one of their 
happy Number, and do ſhare in the Prayers 
of every faithful Chriſtian throughout the 
World. And communicating now with the 
Saints in all Offices of Love, I ſhall be ad- 


vanced, with them, to the Poſſeſſion of 


their heavenly Inheritance in eternal Life. 
The Foigivenets of Sins, 


This is the Article that ſtrikes at the very 
| Root 
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| Root of Bitterneſs; and removes the Ground 


of all my Fears and Griefs. O how nume- 
rous are my Sins! And what a heavy Load 


upon my Soul! But it lightens my Heart 


to hear of God manife ted in the Fleſh, to 
undergo all the Penalties of Sin, in the very 
Nature that ſinned: To bear our Sins in 
his own Body on the Tree. And when our 
All-ſufficient Szrety has finiſhed the Attone- 
men, will the Juſtice of God require a ſe- 
cond Payment? No, Ged is not only Merci- 


ful, but Juſt alfo, in juſtifying the Be- 


lievers on Feſus. Who was made Sin for 
us, who knew no Sin; that we might be 
made the Rizhteonſneſs of Cod in him. And 
now all the frightful Guilt is ſwallowed up 


in that Fountain open'd for Sin and Un- 


cleanneſs ; like as a Drop of Ink is loſt in 


a mighty River; ſo that my Spirit rejoices 
in God my Saviour: And I thank God, 


through Sous Chriſt our Lord, whoſe Blood 


cleanſes us from all Sin. O that I could 
Love him yet more, who en me ſo 
much. 


The Reſurrettion of the Body. 


This is the Chriſtian? strong Hold, that al- 

though we fall into the Grave, we ſhall not 
be utterly caſt down; but have a Lord, 

that will be the Plague of Death, and the 


Deſiruction of the Grave; to redeem us out 


U-2: or 


436 A Soliloguy 
of the Hands of both, My Fleſh is periſb- 


ing as the Graſs that's green and wither'd 
in a Day. But this Mortal ſhall put on In- 
mortality : Yea, Mortality itſelf ſhall be 


ſwallowed up of Life. This heavy Log, 


though ſown a Natural, ſhall riſe a Spiritual | 
Body, to glide through /Ztherial Regions, 
as the Fiſh in cryſtal Streams; and ſwifter 


than Eagle or Arrow, to follow the Lamb 


 whitherſoeverhe goes. Even the vile, coarſe 


Fl (in the great Morning of the Reſur- 


rection) ſhall come gloriouſly forth, as a 


HBridegroom out of his Chamber; and like 


the Trees new apparel'd in the Spring; 
more Orient and beautiful of itſelf, than all 


the Robes and Jewels in the World can now 


make it: Shining as the Firmament: Yea, 


outvying the Stars and the Sun, Is my 


Body then often here put to Hardſhips ? 
e it ſo; I do not look for my Heaven in 
it now, as it is here; but I expect it to riſe 
ainpaſſible, paſt all Suffering. And, in the 
mean Time, I muſt not think it ftrange 
to be 70% on Shipboard, 'till I arrive At 
the fair Haven, where I would be. Am ! 
tempted to Exceſſes, or any Luſts of the 
leb, I will not ſurfeit on the Meat that 
periſhes; nor ſink the Veſſel that is carrying 
me over to the bleſſed Land of Promiſe. 
| Rather let me go without my full Repaſt 
in the Evening of this mortal Life, ſo 
that 1 break my Faſt on thy e Plea- 
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fares of Eternity, in the Dawning of the 
laſt Day. I do not hate thee, my own 
Fleſh, to bid thee ſtay and keep thy Appetite 
for Entertainments infinitely better. Seeing 
Ls believe the Reſurrection of the wa 4d 


This is the Centre of our Def 7 es, and the 
Crown of our Joys; the Drift of our whole 
Religion; and the Height of all Perfection. 


That which eaſes all our Labours, and 


makes our very Troubles look cheartul upon 
us. Wretched Relict, is the Heal hens An- 
lidote againſt the Dr cad of Death; Only to 

think, that Die we muſt. But Chriſtians 
have a Conſolation ſtrong indeed: That, at- 
ter Death, we ſhall live for ever, Our pre- 
ſent Lives are (for the molt Part) ſpent in 
providing us Livelihoods. And inſtead of 
carrying Happineſs now in our Veſſels, all 
that we can do, is but to make ſhift a little 
to flop out Miſery. Though God has graci- 


__ ouſly made it pleaſant, even to repair the 


Decays of our Nature; yet he would not 
have us miſtake that poor Pleaſure for our 
Heaven; and the Soul that knows itſelf, 
is rather Weary of this Attendance on the 
corruptible Fleſh, and aſpires after that State 
where the Body ſhall eb/equioufly follow, 
without the Drudgery of patching up its 

U 3 Breaches. 
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Breaches and Decays. Where ſhall be no- 
thing Vexatious or Troubleſome : Nothing to 
hinder or abate the Perfection of Bliſs! No- 
thing to mar or embitter the Fulnej/s of Joy 


But (all the Mack Curtains drawn aſide) we 


hall have the beatific Sight of our Lord, 
which will create in us Raptures bigger 
than our Hearts can hold, *till Heaven ſhall 


hold our Souls, and we enter into that Joy 


of our Lord, which is too large to enter 


into us; where we ſhall meet with all the 
beſt Company in the World; and enjoy 


that ſweeteſt of all Society, without any 


Keſerves in the molt glorious Place. And 


their and our Souls, being then perfectly 


heal'd of every Thing ffenſive, we ſhall 


have all the Refreſhments, without any the 
Uneaſineſs, of Converſation. Every Faculty 


of the Soul ſhall there imbibe that Fulneſs 


of Satisfaction which ſo long it had ſought, 
but never tound before. And neither ſha! 
the Body want an agreeable Entertainment 
for its Teaſt and Solace. But it is not for a 
Tongue of Fleſh to utter, what Eyes and 
Lars of Fleſh never ſaw nor heard. Tis 


enough to know, that it is above our Know- 


ledge; being the Life that is /weezened with 
a Goodneſs no leſs than the Divine; and 


ned ſur' d with a Duration no Horter than 
Eternal. 
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All this I believe. And I believe it is 
more than all this which I believe, in be- 

lieving the Life Everlaſting, My Life which 
I now Live, I hve by the Faith of the Son 

of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me. And when Chrift, who is our Life, 
ſhall appear, then ſhall J alſo appear with 
him in Glory. O let me now begin the Life 
or Heaven, and hereafter I.ſhall never know _ 
its End: While I am here Alive, may I ſo. 
Die to the Fleſh, and the World, that 8 


I depart from hence, I may live to Gd with 
_ Chriſt, which is the Life incomparably beſt -1 


of all. Amen, Amen. 
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